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LETTER DATED 14 OCTOBER 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey the attached letter dated 13 Cctober 1997 which
| have received fromthe Chairman of the International Mnitoring Commttee
est abl i shed pursuant to the nmandate of the Inter-African Mssion to Mnitor the
| mpl enent ati on of the Bangui Agreenents (M SAB).

Attached to the letter is the fifth periodic report of the Menber States
participating in M SAB, as requested by the Security Council in its resolution
1125 (1997) of 6 August 1997. | should be grateful if you would bring the
letter and its enclosure to the attention of the nenbers of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

97-27143 (E) 151097 151097 [...
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Annex

Letter dated 13 Cctober 1997 fromthe Chairnman of the
International Mnitoring Conmttee addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

[Oiginal: French]

| have the honour to transmit to you herewith the fifth report, covering
the period from1l to 15 Cctober 1997, requested by the Security Council in
par agraph 6 of resolution 1125 (1997) concerning the situation in the Central
African Republic.

(Signed) General Anadou Toumani TOURE
Chai rman of the International
Moni toring Conmittee
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Encl osure
[Oiginal: French]
Fifth report to the Security Council pursuant to

resolution 1125 (1997) concerning the situation
in the Central African Republic

(13 Cct ober 1997)

| NTRCDUCT! ON

1. This is the fifth report which the Security Council requested the Menber
States participating in MSAB to provide pursuant to paragraph 6 of resol ution
1125 (1997).

2. This report describes devel opments in the situation in the Central African
Republic from1 to 15 Cctober 1997

PCLI TI CAL LEADERSHI P

3. The International Mnitoring Committee to supervise the inplenmentation of
t he Bangui Agreenents, chaired by General Amadou Toumani Touré, is the body
which directs the actions of MSAB, since it receives the necessary politica
gui dance directly fromthe heads of State concerned, and especially fromthe
President of the Gabonese Republic, who is Chairman of the Internationa

Medi ati on Conmittee.

4. The International Mnitoring Committee has adopted a plan of action which
reflects the gist of the main provisions of the Bangui Agreenents in the form of
a timetable, which can be outlined as foll ows:

- Formati on of a government of national union

- Adoption of an amesty | aw covering those who comitted of fences in
the context of the third rebellion

- Di sar manent (surrender of weapons by the forner rebels in honour and
dignity, and recovery of weapons by M SAB frommnilitias and civilian
popul ati ons);

- | mpl enentati on of the recomrendations of the General Meeting on
Nat i onal Defence;

- Situation of former heads of State;
- Suspension of the parliamentary audit;

- Fi nal phase of national reconciliation through a nunber of actions
ainmed at consolidating peace and security (organization of regiona
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and sectoral awareness-raising sem nars, organization of a Nationa
Reconci l i ati on Conference, el aboration of an electoral code, access by
political parties to the State nedia and ot her neasures).

5. M SAB i s under the patronage of President El Hadj Orar Bongo of Gabon,
senior head of State of the International Mediation Committee. It is under the
political authority of General Amadou Tounmani Touré, Chairman of the
International Mnitoring Committee.

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE BANGUI AGREEMENTS

Il npl enentation of the ammesty act covering offences relating to the third
rebellion and the m sappropriation of public funds under investigation

6. As indicated in earlier reports, the amesty act, which was pronul gated on
15 March 1997, was inplemented with a great deal of pragmati sm and under st andi ng
as regards the sanctions to be taken against citizens who m ght have been
illegally in possession of weapons follow ng the 15-day deadli ne established by
the law. This pragmati smenabled the International Mnitoring Comrittee to
negotiate with the former rebels and to persuade themto hand over their weapons
wi th honour and dignity. It also facilitated the organization and operation of
t he awar eness-rai si ng and weapons recovery canpai gn anong the civilian

popul ati on between 12 August and 3 COctober 1997 under the direction of the
Techni cal Commi ssion on Di sarmament, headed by the Mnister to the Ofice of the
Mnister for Territorial Administration, who is responsible for public security
and di sar mament .

D sar manent

7. This is, without a doubt, the nost delicate phase of the nationa
reconciliation process. The operation has two naj or conponents which have nade
it possible to carry out this operation effectively: (a) the awareness-raising
and vol untary participation phase and (b) the investigation, intervention and

i mpl enent ati on-of -t he-1aw phase. The voluntary participati on phase was the
prelimnary period which ended on 30 Septenber 1997 as stipulated in the
mnisterial order of 5 Septenber 1997. Its purpose was to raise the awareness
of the Central African people by a canpaign conducted on the radio, television
and in the witten press and al so by putting up banners and posters bearing

sl ogans supporting peace, national unity, national reconciliation and

di sarmanent on the main roads of Bangui. Any patriotic citizens who turned in
t heir weapons of their own accord were rewarded for doing so, in order to
encourage all the other ones to return any weapons they m ght have had in their
possession. |t should be pointed out here that this was in no way a weapons
buy- back operation

8. After recovery of the weapons of the former rebels, the second phase of
di sarmanent invol ved col |l ecti ng weapons fromcivilians, mlitias and ill ega
hol ders of weapons. For this purpose the International Mnitoring Comrttee, in
agreenment with the Governnment of the Central African Republic, recruited 10
resource staff (deputies, neighbourhood | eaders, forner rebels, opinion | eaders)
as chairmen of local disarmanment comrittees in their respective zones. This
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staff, follow ng deploynment to districts, established di sarmanent commttees in
each nei ghbourhood. Their role was to informthe | ocal popul ation through

nei ghbour hood neetings, rallies, talks, discussions and snall gatherings and
nei ghbour hood visits, so as to convince the population of the need to turn in
illegally held weapons.

9. The United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP), thanks to the constantly
expressed commtment of its Resident Representative in Bangui

M. Pierre Etienne Ly, established funding in the amount of 40,000 United States
dol lars (using funds from project CAF/97/001) for the 10 resource staff,
dignitaries, neighbourhood | eaders and opinion | eaders. People voluntarily
turning in weapons or helping in their collection received a token reward. The
reward, in the amount of 2,500 to 5,000 CFA francs ($5 to $10) according to the
type of weapon, was intended primarily to exonerate civilians turning in
weapons. There were special terms for heavy weapons: CFAF 15,000 to

CFAF 75,000 ($30 to $150), depending on the type of weapon.

10. The investigations, intervention and inplenmentation-of-the-law phase began
i mediately after the first one. It involves collaborating with informers
conpensated according to the quality of their information. This will nake it
possi ble to | ocate any weapons caches. During this second period, which
actual |y began on 3 Cctober 1997 after the head of State granted an extension,
anyone found to be illegally in possession of a weapon is to be handed over to
the authorities. 1In addition, M SAB will conduct searches, together with the
nati onal defence and security forces other than the presidential security force.

11. Political parties of every persuasion signed a declaration and issued a
joint appeal to the Central African people on 30 Septenmber 1997, calling on the
people to conmt thenselves resolutely to the way of peace and nationa
reconciliation while surrendering any mlitary weapons they m ght possess
illegally. This marked the first tine since January 1997 that the politica
parties of the presidential majority and those of the nobderate and radica
opposi tion have managed to endorse jointly a docunent of such inportance.

12. Since the signing of the truce agreenent on 28 June 1997 and the ceasefire
agreenment of 2 July 1997, the foll owi ng weapons have been turned over to M SAB
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Heavy weapons

I ncrease
(29 Sept enber -
Desi gnati on Quantity 13 COct ober 1997)
120 mm nortars surrendered: 2 out of a total of 4
81 mm nortars surrendered: 13 out of a total of 15 4
60 mMm nortars surrendered: 13 out of a total of 19 1
14.5 mm machi ne- guns surrendered: 6 out of a total of 6
12. 7 mm machi ne- guns surrendered: 2 out of a total of 3
75 mmrecoill ess guns surrendered: 2 out of a total of 2
73 mm anti-tank rocket surrendered: 66 out of a total of 67
| aunchers
Rocket - propel | ed grenades surrendered: 7 out of a total of 11
Tot al surrendered: 111 out of a total of 127 5
(weapons recovered: 87.40 per cent) 3.93 per cent
Li ght weapons
I ncrease
(29 Sept enber -
Desi gnati on Quantity 13 COct ober 1997)
Hand- guns (m sc.) surrendered: 15 out of a total of 111 4
Submachi ne- guns surrendered: 297 out of a total of 459 46
Assault rifles surrendered: 256 out of a total of 541 15
MAS 36-49/56- ML4 surrendered: 650 out of a total of 1,181 45
rifles + nuskets
Li ght machi ne- guns surrendered: 52 out of a total of 80 1
.30-cal i bre machi ne- guns surrendered: 15 out of a total of 17 2
Tot al surrendered: 1,285 out of a total of 2,389 83
(weapons recovered: 53.78 per cent) 3. 47 per cent
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13. The relatively low rate of recovery of |ight weapons can be expl ai ned as
fol | ows:

(a) These are |ight personal weapons that are easily transported and have
been taken out of Bangui

(b) Sonme of these weapons were probably buried: efforts to dig themup
are continuing as information is provided, with varying degrees of success;

(c) Ohers, particularly hand-guns (automatic pistols), are easily
canouf | aged and may have been sold to as yet unidentified persons;

(d) Still others nay have been taken fromthe State arsenal during the
second rebellion (May 1996) and were never returned before the outbreak of the
third rebellion;

(e) An indeterm nate nunber of |ight weapons that have not yet been found
may have been thrown into the Ubangi River or into the forest by former rebels
fleeing in June 1997 after encounters with M SAB

(f) It should be noted that some former rebels, roughly conprising a
conpany (132 nmen) and all armed with |ight weapons, never returned to their
barracks. According to know edgeabl e sources, many of these may have left the
Central African Republic taking their weapons with them

14. The recovery of light weapons is thus slow, despite intensive efforts by
t he nei ghbour hood di sarmanment units and the active collaboration of many upri ght
citizens.

15. A quantity of nunitions of various types was recovered and packaged. The
status of these nmunitions as at 13 Cctober 1997 is set out bel ow
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Desi gnati on Quantity Remar ks
5.56 nm rounds 69 084 +468
7.5 mm SLC rounds 14 000
7.5 mm S/ B rounds 117 347 +12 452
7.5 mm X rounds 34 000
7.5 mm X S/ B rounds 135
7.62 mm rounds, NATO 15 962
7.62 nmm Kal ashni kov rounds 39 007 +25 145
7.62 mm | ong rounds 121 260 +763
7.62 nm Tokarev rounds 2 810 +1 910
9 mm Para rounds 5 299 +1 815
.12-calibre riot control rounds 711
12. 7 mm rounds 728 +457
14.5 mm rounds 15 322 +1 130
37 fragmentation hand grenades 1 847 +97
Fragnent ati on hand grenades, China 2 898 +228
GR FLG AP34 16 +13
RPG 7 rockets 1131 +691
.37 stun hand grenades 1 043 +59
FL LAC F4 hand grenades 1 300 +18
F4 hand grenades 316
Russi an grenades 1
60 nm nortars 1 713 +8
81 mmnnortars 834 +167
120 nm nortars 102 +45
75 mmrecoilless rifle rounds, US 168 +2
75 mmrecoilless rifle rounds, China 223 No weapons in inventory
M79 40 nm rounds, US 6 060 No weapons in inventory
Ti me fuses (inactive) 2 325
7.5 mm grenade cartridges 755 No rifle grenades
Pyro detonator 6 100
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Results of the Results of the
fourth report fifth report I ncr ease
Muni ti ons, various
types 228 758 317 138 +38. 63 per cent
Expl osi ves and
det onat or s 9 895 17 321 +75. 04 per cent

A significant quantity of m scellaneous nunitions, handed over |oose, not
suitable for firing, will be destroyed by the conpetent weapons and munitions
units. An analysis will be nade avail able in due course.

Recommendations fromthe General Meeting on National Defence

16. It appears that quite a few of the clains made by the forner rebels could
be answered by responsible inplementation of the 282 recomendati ons made at the
Ceneral Meeting on National Defence which was held in August 1996 at Bangui

That is why the International Mnitoring Conmttee, true to the spirit of the
Bangui Agreenents, proceeded, in April 1997, to set up an ad hoc committee to
exam ne the said recommendations carefully and to set up a schedule for their

i mpl enent ati on, breaking them down into categories according to what could be
applicable in the short, nediumand Iong ternms, based on the sensitivity of the
areas to which the reconmendati ons rel ate and, above all, the financial
resources that would have to be nobilized. The results of the work of the

ad hoc committee, which was chaired by a | eader of the opposition,

General Tinothée Mal endoma, a fornmer prime mnister, have already been
transmitted by the International Mnitoring Conmittee to the Mnistry of Defence
for inplenentation at the various relevant levels. Since the Internationa
Monitoring Comrmittee is nerely a mediating body, it nust |eave the decisions on
these matters to the relevant Central African authorities, while renaining ready
to serve as arbitrator should the need ari se.

Situation of fornmer heads of State

17. Arevised bill was submitted by the Governnment to the National Assenbly.
Assurances were given to the International Mnitoring Conmittee del egati on by

t he expanded bureau of the National Assenbly at the nmeeting on 4 Septenber 1997
that the bill would be considered during the first weeks of the current session
of the Assenbly, which began on 1 Cctober 1997.

Suspension of the parlianmentary audit

18. The Bangui Agreements call for the suspension, then the abandonment "of the
judicial enforcement of the parlianentary audit" opened in respect of persons
presuned to have m sappropriated public funds under the previous reginme, for it
was understood that the audit had been conducted in a very sel ective nanner and
was creating nore problens than it was resolving. The International Mnitoring
Conmittee, respecting the spirit of the Bangui Agreenents, proposed that the
Central African Republic should, by a legislative act, formally renounce



S/1997/ 795
Engl i sh
Page 10

proceedi ngs agai nst authors of offences identified by the parliamentary audit.
It was generally agreed that such an act woul d undoubtedly be taken in the
context of the next session of the National Assenbly.

Nati onal reconciliation

19. Each of the points nmentioned above constitutes as many phases on the road
| eadi ng towards national reconciliation. The present section therefore concerns
the final phase of this exciting process.

20. The International Mnitoring Committee, supported by UNDP, is already
engaged i n maki ng preparations for awareness-raising senm nars, synposia and
meetings; the first phase will take place at the provincial |evel and be
targeted at specific groups (such as trade unions, wonen's organi zati ons and
yout h movenents), and the second phase will take place nationally, in the form
of a national reconciliation conference, as reconmended by the Bangu
Agreenents. For this purpose, the Conmttee is working in close cooperation
with the Mnister for Human R ghts, National Reconciliation and Pronotion of a
Denocratic Culture, who chairs the technical conm ssion on awareness-rai sing
under the patronage of the Prine Mnister. At the weekly neeting, held on

27 August 1997, the participants apprai sed the cost of each of the activities in
gquestion and targeted potential sources of funding. |In this regard, the Centra
African Government, the International Mnitoring Conmittee and UNDP are

determ ned to involve the backers closely in the activities scheduled to be
carried out under the process of national reconciliation

21. Atinetable of activities covering the period 1 Cctober to 1 Decenber 1997
(the national holiday of the Central African Republic) was prepared jointly by
the Mnister for National Reconciliation, the UNDP Resi dent Representative and
the International Mnitoring Committee. This will be useful in coordinating the
nmany activities to be carried out in this |last phase of the process that began
with the signing of the Bangui Agreenents.

22. In the context of the restructuring of the Central African Arned Forces,
the International Mnitoring Conmttee had requested UNDP to set up a fund to
assist mlitary personnel wishing to | eave active service in returning to
civilian life, and UNDP had agreed to do so. UNDP | aunched a project on
denobi li zation, retraining and reintegration for the Central African Arned
Forces, which would enable 1,000 soldiers to return to civilian life in decent
condi tions and nake it possible to reduce the cost of operating the arnmed forces
and facilitate their restructuring. Al Menber States and internationa

organi zati ons may nake contributions to the fund in question, which wll
initially be for an ambunt of approximately $2 mllion. The official signing of
the project is planned for Mnday, 13 Cctober 1997, and activities are expected
to get under way two weeks later, with the arrival of the international experts.

23. Afirst estimate indicates that 1,000 or nore soldiers will be involved in
this project. UNDP has proposed M. CQustave Fernando Gonzal ez Gasques as head
of the project. A national of Argentina, he has solid experience in the area of
denobi |l i zation and reintegration of forner soldiers into civilian life. He has
managed this type of activity in N caragua, Mpzanbi que, Liberia and Angola. His
candi dature has been accepted by the Central African Governnent.
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COOPERATI ON W TH THE CENTRAL AFRI CAN AUTHORI TI ES AND
| NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

24. An inportant neeting was held on 30 Septenber 1997 between the
International Mnitoring Conmittee and the Group of 11 Qpposition Parties at the
latter's request. The itens included in the agenda of the neeting rel ated
mainly to various aspects of the Bangui Agreenents which have not yet been

i mpl emented or are still pending, such as the situation of the former heads of
State, the surrender of weapons by "the ex-rebels, mlitias and all other

unl awful Iy armed i ndividual s", the drawing up of an electoral code and ot her

i ssues of current concern. On that occasion, the Goup of 11 Opposition
Political Parties reaffirned its desire to see the Bangui Agreenments "fully

i mpl emented" and reaffirned its support for the nediation efforts of the
International Mnitoring Comittee.

25. The G oup of 11 Qpposition Political Parties net once again with the
International Mnitoring Conmittee on 9 Cctober 1997 to discuss a nunber of
matters, the nost inportant of which were the new el ectoral code, the future of
M SAB in the event of a possible withdrawal by the French Operational Assistance
Personnel (EFAO and the social problem

26. The new el ectoral code recently produced by a national comm ssion that

i ncluded representatives of all political viewpoints has given rise to a

di sagreenment over the presidency of the National Electoral Comm ssion. The
G oup of Eleven has requested the International Mnitoring Conmmittee to
arbitrate in the matter. The next report will include information on the
out come of the contacts which the Conmttee has had with the various parties
concer ned.

27. Both the national and international press have recently given prom nent
coverage to reports of the immnent wthdrawal from Bouar and Bangui of the
EFAQ, i.e., the French troops. This information is the subject of active

di scussion in political circles in the capital of the Central African Republic,
i ncluding the Group of Eleven. Many people here believe that the w thdrawal of
t he EFAO based in Bangui woul d mean the de facto elimnation of the |ogistica
support which France has provided to M SAB since its deploynent in the Centra
African Republic, and they call upon the International Mnitoring Committee to
use its influence to bring about a satisfactory solution of the problem The
great concern felt in political circles is that they will be powerless to
prevent the sudden departure of M SAB owing to a |l ack of |ogistical support.

28. In spite of a statenment issued on 9 Cctober by the spokesman for the

Presi dent of the Republic, which was intended to reassure public opinion in the
country, the matter is so serious that the National Assenbly at a nmeeting held
on Friday, 10 Cctober 1997, posed a parlianentary question to the Governnent of
Action in Defence of Denocracy. The inpression which emerges fromthe lively

di scussion in the National Assenbly is that the Central African politica
comunity does not understand why it shoul d be necessary for President Patassé
to denmand the sudden withdrawal of the EFAO. The various diplomatic steps taken
parallel to the parlianmentary question have helped to make a start on sol ving
the problem 1In any event it has becone clear that the |ogistical support of
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France for MSAB will not be wanting. The consensus which has emerged between
the majority and the opposition on this issue bears mentioning.

29. At the sane neeting on 9 Cctober, the Group of Eleven drew the attention of
the International Mnitoring Conmttee to the social problem The G oup of

El even fears that the strike nmovement which began in the public schools |ast
week nmay have a ripple effect on other sectors, since no solution has yet been
found to the dramatic problem of outstandi ng back wages owed to workers in the
public sector.

30. The International Mnitoring Conmittee and M SAB were invited to
participate in a special comm ssion, beginning on 5 Cctober, in seeking a viable
and satisfactory solution to the transfer of the school for the children being
raised by the Arny to an appropriate site with a viewto settling the delicate
question of this group of young people in the Central African Republic, which is
a breeding ground for future nenbers of the Armed Forces. It should be
nentioned that some of the children attending the school had joined the ranks of
the rebels. The school building which acconmpbdated the children was virtually
destroyed during the rebellion and the children have since becone ripe for
recruitnment into alife of crinme. Police reports even indicate that sonme of
them have fallen in with the gangsters who not |ong ago were riding roughshod
over the city of Bangui

LOG3 STI CAL AND TECHNI CAL SUPPORT TO THE
I NTERNATI ONAL MONI TORI NG COW TTEE

31. As indicated in paragraph 40 of the fourth report (S/1997/759, annex),
proj ect CAF/97/001, through which UNDP contributes its logistical and technica
support, was originally to be termnated at the end of Septenmber 1997 for |ack
of funds. However, the Resident Representative of UNDP in Bangui has just
notified the International Mnitoring Commttee that additional resources
($130, 000) have been all ocated by the Emergency Response Division of UNDP and
t hat consequent|ly UNDP had decided to continue providing its |ogistical and

t echni cal support to the International Mnitoring Conmttee so that it could
carry out its mission until 31 Decenber 1997

32. The International Mnitoring Conmittee wel comes this decision by UNDP
which will enable it to initiate and continue its activities in the new stage it
has entered in the inplenentation of its plan of action

- Political nmonitoring of the pursuit of operations to disarmthe fornmer
rebels first in Bangui and later in other parts of the country;

- Consi deration of the situation of the former heads of States;
- Abandonnent of the judicial enforcenent of the parlianentary audit;
- Coordi nation of activities relating to the organi zati on and conduct of

various sem nars and conferences provided for in the context of
national reconciliation
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- Solving of problens arising in the execution of the project on
denmobi li zation, retraining and reintegration for the Central African
arned forces.

Qoviously, if, as is highly likely, the activities of the Internationa
Monitoring Committee extend beyond 31 Decenber, additional financial assistance
wi Il be necessary.

33. As pointed out in paragraph 4 of this report, with a viewto the systematic
and consi stent inplementation of the Bangui Agreenents the Internationa
Monitoring Comrmittee drew up a kind of plan of action to be carried out
according to a tinetable originally intended to cover the nonth of June.

Various events, in particular those of 22 and 23 March 1997, 30 April to

2 May 1997, and 20 to 24 June 1997, seriously disrupted the course of the

nedi ation by creating a climte of mistrust and suspicion which the Conmttee is
cal l ed upon to nanage with respect to the political aspects and which M SAB has
becone responsible for monitoring with respect to the security aspects. This
state of affairs is the main reason for the delay that is now evident in the

i mpl ement ation of the other actions provided for in the tinmetable, all of which
are ained at strengthening the newy restored peace and hel pi ng denocracy to
becone firmy rooted in the country. Undeni able progress has been made in

i mpl ementi ng the Bangui Agreenments, but there is still a long way to go in
carrying out all the main provisions of the Agreenments.

34. At this tinme, nost of the weapons taken fromthe state arnouries during the
third rebellion have been returned, but suspicions remain that other weapons
illegally inported by the political parties are present in the territory of the
Central African Republic. Only the International Mnitoring Comrittee with its
neutral and inpartial status can resolve the situation in order to pave the way
for the peaceful conduct of the electoral canpaigns and the el ections.

35. The social situation in the country remains tense. Students at the

Uni versity of Bangui have been going on strike fromtinme to time because the
Governnent is six nmonths behind in the payment of study grants. The academnic
year did not begin, as schedul ed, on Minday, 6 October, because teachers are
denmandi ng t he paynent of back wages before they return to work. Sone trade
uni on groups are threatening to go on strike if "nothing is done" to pay them
"six nmonths' back wages", wages whi ch have gone unpai d since January 1996.

36. While the nmediation efforts have achi eved encouraging results in the
political, mlitary and security areas, the situation in the social sphere
remai ns problematical and may set everything back to square one. It is well not
to lose sight of the origin of the crisis which broke out in April 1996 with
purely corporatist demands bei ng made. Everybody knows what happened after

t hat .

37. The analysis of the situation by the International Mnitoring Committee and
M SAB coi ncides with the views expressed by the popul ation of Bangui in genera
and those of the political comunity (across the board) in particular. |ndeed
there is unani nous support for the maintenance of the International Mnitoring
Committee and M SAB for a further three-nmonth period, beyond the final date set
by the United Nations Security Council in resolution 1125 (1997). It is to be

/...
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noted that this is also the wish of the central authorities of the Centra
African Republic, nanely, the President of the Republic and the Government of
Action in Defence of Denocracy.

38. The International Mnitoring Conmttee stands ready to provide, in an
impartial and neutral manner, any information and clarifications which the
Security Council or the United Nations Secretariat mght wish to receive.

39. M SAB, which is deployed throughout the city of Bangui, is ensuring
security in all neighbourhoods of the Central African capital by occupying 20
surveillance posts, and is carrying out patrols nightly in each of the city's
eight districts. The activities of M SAB have been extended, wi th the agreenent
of the parties concerned, to operations to naintain security in the various

nei ghbour hoods. Since the signing of the Ceasefire Agreenent on 2 July 1997

M SAB has participated, on the basis of a consensus, in joint security patrols
with approximately 120 nen, consisting of M SAB personnel and Central African
security and defence forces in all districts of Bangui. Apart fromthe security
patrol s, which have brought peace and quiet to Bangui, MSAB is the only force
to receive requests for assistance fromall nei ghbourhoods in the city.

40. In spite of the re-establishnent of peace, in order to be absolutely sure
of the situation, M SAB continues to provide security and escorts for convoys to
supply fuel, a strategic product to be delivered to all the stations of PETROCA,
the national petrol eum products distribution conpany, fromthe Kol ongo fue
depot, which is located in an area previously controlled by the forner rebels.

41. It should be noted that the crime rate in Bangui and the surrounding area
has continued to fall. There has been a distinct inprovenent in the security
situation with the deploynment of M SAB. There has been a consi derabl e

rel axation of tension, and Bangui is |ooking nore and nore |ike a peaceful city.
Econom ¢ and cultural life and organi zed sports are resunming, as are

i nternational contacts.

LOGd STI CAL SUPPCRT TO THE M SSI ON
42. As indicated in the previous reports, M SAB receives |ogistical support
fromthe participating States, France, the Oganization of African Unity (QAU)
and the Governnment of the Central African Republic.

CONCLUSI ONS

43. The current experience with the Central African crisis is unique and is al
the nore stinmulating in that it is unlike any previ ous experience.

44, 1t is fortunate that UNDP has been understandi ng enough to maintain its

| ogi stical and technical support for the International Mnitoring Comittee so
that it may continue to fulfil its mssion. The Conmittee pays tribute to UNDP
for its willingness to cooperate, w thout which the current experience woul d

have been only an illusion
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45. It is strongly reconmended that the mandate of the Inter-African Mssion to
Moni tor the Inplenmentation of the Bangui Agreenents be extended for a further
two- or three-nonth period, beginning on 6 Novenber 1997, the date on which the
current mandate given by the Security Council in its resolution 1125 (1997)
expires, in order to continue to ensure security and consolidate peace until the
el ections are held in 1998. It would be desirable to consider, at the current
stage, changes in the size of M SAB and the possibility of giving it a new
status as a United Nations observer m ssion

46. It nust be pointed out that, owing to the insufficiency of the African
countries' own resources, |logistical support fromthe international comunity,
along the lines of the support which France has provided to M SAB and which
remai ns open to contributions fromall other States, is still needed. The
International Mnitoring Conmittee and M SAB wel cone the understanding of this
i ssue expressed by the Security Council after its consideration of the previous
reports. They hope that the appeal nade to the international community by the
President of the Council will be net with action.

47. 1t is fitting to nmention here the ways in which life in Bangui and the rest
of the country has returned to normal (or nearly so); yet one mgjor problem
remai ns, nanely, the failure to pay back wages, pensions and study grants, and
it is, in sone ways, underm ning the successes achieved so far. The result has
been to create an ugly social nood in the country. In this connection, it nust
be recogni zed that the Government has, conme what may, nmanaged for sone tine now
to pay a nonth's wages each nonth, even though it is not yet in a position to
solve the sensitive issue of back pay.

48. Al these factors denobnstrate how difficult it is in the present
circunstances for the Central African Republic to honour both its donestic
comm tnents (paynment of wages, pensions and student grants) and its externa
obligations, in particular the arrears owed to the Wrld Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. Special one-tinme assistance fromone or another
country to pay off these arrears, which could reach nore than 6 billion CFA
francs (or nore than US$ 120 nillion) by 31 Decenber 1997, woul d give a great
boost to the Treasury of the Central African Republic. And it woul d have a
positive effect on peace-building in the Central African Republic. In the
neantime, further efforts are needed to reformthe various tax collection
agenci es through the establishment of a mechanismfor nore rigorous oversight.
Techni cal assistance fromabroad could effectively help the Central African
Republic to bring about significant inprovenents in the situation in this area.

49. Bangui has entered a new era with determ nation, an era nmarked by a gradua
rebuil ding of confidence and the resunption of activities in numerous spheres,
which is a sign that peace has been restored. That peace nust now be
consol i dated, by taking into account all the suggestions put forward in this
report in the formof conclusions. The International Mnitoring Conmttee, for
its part, will continue to spare no effort in urging all the parties to the
Central African crisis to work for the effective inplenentation of the Bangu
Agreenents, as required by its mandate and as regularly called for by the
Security Counci |
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50. For practical reasons, it is respectfully requested that the Security
Council authorize the International Mnitoring Conmttee for the Bangu
Agreenents to draw up periodic reports on a nonthly basis, beginning in
Novenber 1997.



