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Annex

Statenent i ssued on 25 Septenber 1997 by the Mnisters for Foreign
Affairs of the five permanent nmenbers of the Security Counci
following a neeting with the Secretary-CGenera

1. On 25 Septenmber 1997, the Mnisters of Foreign Affairs of the five

per manent nenbers net the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations,

HE M. Kofi A Annan. HE M. Qan Qchen, Vice Premer and M nister of
Foreign Affairs, represented the People's Republic of China;

HE M. Hubert Vedrine, Mnister of Foreign Affairs, France;

H E. M. Yevgueni Primkov, Mnister of Foreign Affairs, the Russian Federation
H E. M. Robin Cook, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonweal th Affairs,
the United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and; and

H E. Ms. Madel eine Al bright, Secretary of State, the United States of Anerica.

2. The M nisters reaffirmed their strong support of the United Nations and

wel coned the efforts by the Secretary-General to inprove the efficiency of the
Organi zation and to pronote the purposes and principles of the United Nations
Charter. |In particular they reaffirmed their conmtnent to achieving early and
practical results in the renewal of the United Nations and its adaptation to new
world realities. The Mnisters wel coned the nomentumin favour of substanti al
reformof the United Nations in all major activities of the Organization. In
this context they considered as highly opportune the Secretary-General's report
"Renewi ng the United Nations: a Programme for Reforni, suggesting a whole set
of neasures designed to revitalize the United Nati ons system They expressed
support for his effort and reiterated their commtnent to participate actively
and constructively in a considered debate on the Secretary-Ceneral's proposals
during the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly with a view to advanci ng
the reformin a tinely manner in order to ensure higher quality, effectiveness
and better relevance of the United Nations activities.

3. The M nisters reaffirnmed their support for the reformof the Security
Counci| through the enlargenent of its nenbership. They al so expressed support
for additional steps to strengthen the effectiveness and increase the
transparency and efficiency of the work of the Council

4. Enphasi zing the inportance of the efforts made by the United Nations to
mai ntain i nternational peace and security, the Mnisters stressed the prinmary
responsibility of the Security Council in this respect. They reaffirned that
the Organization nust further inprove its ability to act quickly and effectively
to address threats to international peace and security. They indicated their
determ nation to continue to help devel op the capacities of the United Nations
in preventing and resolving conflicts including through conduct of peacekeeping
operations. The Mnisters also recognized the need for effective and properly
coordi nat ed nmeasures of post-conflict peace-building which should conpl enent
efforts at peacemaki ng and peacekeeping, with due regard to respective
prerogatives of the Security Council and the General Assenbly. They also

wel coned the grow ng cooperation between the United Nations and regi ona

organi zations in maintaining stability and security in accordance wth

Chapter VII1 of the United Nations Charter
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5. The M nisters stressed the need for the international conmmunity to continue
to reinforce its efforts in the field of disarmanent and to prevent the spread
of weapons of mass destruction

They reaffirmed the urgent need for universal adherence to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons. They indicated that the signing of
t he Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty is a qualitatively new stage in the
efforts to achieve non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and nucl ear di sar manment.
They reaffirmed their support for the i nmedi ate commencenent and early
concl usion of negotiations on a treaty to ban the production of fissile materi al
for nucl ear weapons or other nucl ear expl osive devices. They also reaffirned
the inportance they attach to the fact that the Convention on Chem cal Wapons
entered into force. They stressed the inportance of universal adherence to the
Convention on Conventional Wapons and to the 1996 Protocol on M nes, Booby
Traps and Qther Devices. They also welconmed the negotiations under way on a
| egal |y binding protocol to strengthen effectiveness of the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention. They wel cone the 15 May approval by the | AEA Board of
Governors of a Model Protocol on strengthening safeguards and urge States to
conplete and bring into force additional Protocols to their safeguards
agreenents.

6. The Mnisters reaffirned their determ nation to conbat terrorismin al
forms, wherever and by whonever conmtted. They enphasized the necessity to
intensify the fight against terrorismat national |evel and to strengthen
effective international cooperation in this field, in particular within the
United Nations. In this regard the Mnisters stressed the need to oppose
concessions to terrorist demands and to deny hostage-takers any benefits from
their acts. They are committed to ensure that terrorists are brought to
justice. They undertook to continue diplomatic efforts to pronote universa
accession and adherence to the basic international anti-terrorist conventions.
They wel coned the ongoing efforts to adopt effective and | egitimate neans and
neasures, including newinternational instrunents, in order to counter the
terrorist threat.

7. The M nisters expressed deep concern at the persistence of conflicts, nost
of themw thin rather than between States, in many parts of Africa. They

wel coned the efforts of the United Nations, alongside the Organization of
African Unity and subregional organizations and arrangenents, to pronote peace
and stability and to settle conflicts by peaceful and political neans. They

al so stressed the inportance they attach to assistance to African countries in
their efforts to enhance their capacities for peacekeeping and confli ct
preventi on.

The M nisters expressed concern at the recent increase of tension and
destabilizing actions in Angola, in particular the failure of UNITA to conply
with its obligations under the Lusaka Protocol. Additional measures inposed by
the Security Council against UNITA in resolution 1127 will be in effect on
30 Septenber unless irreversible and concrete steps are taken by UNITA to fulfil
its obligations under the Lusaka Protocol

The M nisters underlined the inportance of a peaceful denocratic
transition, national reconciliation, econom c renewal and inprovenent of the
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humani tarian conditions in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, and believed it
was inportant to assist the new authorities in these areas. They called for
cooperati on between the Governnent of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo and
the relevant United Nations bodies including the mssion sent by the Secretary-
General to investigate alleged violations of international humanitarian | aw.

The M ni sters renmi ned deeply concerned about the situation in Sierra
Leone. They supported the efforts of the Econonmic Conmunity of West African
States (ECOMS) to reach by peaceful neans a pronpt resolution of the crisis in
this country with the early restoration of the denocratically el ected
Gover nnent .

A deep concern was expressed regarding the situation in the Republic of the
Congo. The Mnisters called upon the parties to the conflict to halt all acts
of violence i mMmedi ately and enphasi zed their full support for the internationa
nedi ation currently under way. The Mnisters recalled that the Security Counci
intends to take a decision on the establishment of a peacekeepi ng operation on
the basis of the recomendati ons made by the Secretary-General

The M nisters continued to be concerned by the situation in Burundi and
called on all parties to support fully international and regional nediation
efforts under way to resolve this conflict peacefully.

They enphasi zed their appreciation of the regional efforts for facilitating
the return to peace and security in the Central African Republic.

8. The M nisters expressed their support for the activities of the Security
Council, the Secretary-General and the Menber States of the Commonweal th of

| ndependent States and other interested States to pronote a conprehensive
settlenent of the conflicts in both Abkhazia, Georgia, and Tajikistan. They
expressed their appreciation for the Russian Federation's efforts, as well as
for the close cooperation between the United Nations m ssions (UNOM G and UNMOT)
and the C' S peacekeeping forces and for the contribution made by the Russian
Federation to the CIS forces. The Mnisters also wel conmed the signing on

27 June 1997 in Moscow of the General Agreenent on the Establishnment of Peace
and National Accord in Tajikistan which constitutes a significant breakthrough
and opens the way to national reconciliation through peaceful means. They
cal l ed upon the international comunity to contribute to its effective

i mpl ementation. They al so wel coned the efforts of the Co-chairs of the OSCE
M nsk Conference to pronpte a resolution of the Nagorny Karabakh conflict.

The M nisters called for concerted efforts to inplenent the decisions of
t he Regi onal Conference to Address the Probl enms of Refugees and D spl aced
Persons in the CI'S Countries and rel evant Nei ghbouring States, held in Geneva in
May 1996.

9. The M nisters expressed their concern at the continued fighting in

Af ghani stan and cal | ed upon all Afghan parties to agree on an inmedi ate
ceasefire. They fully supported the efforts to facilitate nationa
reconciliation in Afghanistan that can best be attained through intra-Afghan
political negotiations under the United Nations auspices with active and



S/ 1997/ 743
Engl i sh
Page 5

coordi nated assistance of all countries concerned and wel coned the steps
undertaken by the Secretary-CGeneral in this regard.

10. The Mnisters reaffirmed that the status quo in Cyprus is unacceptabl e and
urged both parties to nmake determ ned effort to achi eve a conprehensive
political settlenent in accordance with the Security Council resolutions. They
wel coned the | aunching by the Secretary-CGeneral of a sustained process of direct
negoti ati ons between the | eaders of the two Cypriot communities with the ai mof
securing such a settlenent and called upon themto commit thenselves fully to
this process of negotiations, to cooperate actively and constructively with the
Secretary-Ceneral and his Special Adviser on Cyprus to that end, and stressed
that full support of all concerned is necessary for this process to produce
results. They took note of the intention of the European Union to start
negoti ati ons on the adhesion of Cyprus to the European Union and hoped that this
woul d facilitate the search for a conprehensive political settlenent.

11. The Mnisters expressed their deep concern at the current difficulties in
the M ddl e East peace process. They condemed vigorously acts of terrorism and
viol ence ai med at destroying the peace process and expressed their deep outrage
at the terrorist attacks in Jerusalem They called upon all parties to
implement in full commtnents nmade under existing agreenments and to refrain from
actions that pre-enpt the upcom ng negotiations and worsen both the politica

and the econonmic situation in the Palestinian territories. They supported the
continuing efforts of the co-sponsors of the peace process and al so of the

Eur opean Union and urged all parties to resune wthout delay negotiations in the
framework of this process and on the basis of the agreenents already reached and
in accordance with Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 and with the
principle of "land for peace". The Mnisters expressed their hope that the
negoti ati ons between Israel, Syria and Lebanon coul d resune soon on a mutually
agreed basis and in accordance with relevant Security Council resolutions. They
urged all interested parties to avoid an escal ation of violence and tension in
south Lebanon and cooperate within the nmonitoring group

12. The Mnisters expressed their support for the United Nations Specia
Commi ssion and the International Atom c Energy Agency. They reaffirned that
Irag nust conply fully and unconditionally with its obligations under the

rel evant Security Council resolutions. In this regard they also stressed the
i nportance of full inplenentation of humanitarian resolutions 986 and 1111

13. The Mnisters wel comed the successful hol ding of municipal elections in
Bosni a and Herzegovina. The Mnisters reaffirmed their support for the
continued inplenentati on of the Peace Agreenent and for the establishment of a
uni fi ed denocratic, prosperous and multi-ethnic Bosnia and Herzegovi na. They
stressed the inportance of intensified efforts by both entities towards
fulfilment of their obligations under the Peace Agreenment. The Mnisters
underlined that authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovi na nmust respect fully the
right of refugees and di splaced persons to return to their hones in a peacefu
and orderly manner. They also recalled the obligation of States and entities
under the Peace Agreement to cooperate fully with the International Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia. The Mnisters supported the role of the OSCE Mssion in
Bosni a and Her zegovi na.
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14. The Mnisters wel conmed the achi evenents of UNTAES in inplenmenting the Basic
Agreenent and stressed the inportance of full and continued cooperation of the
parties concerned with UNTAES. They also stressed that the comm tnent of the
Governnent of Croatia is essential for the success of the peaceful reintegration
of Eastern Sl avoni a.

15. The Mnisters called for concerted efforts to tackle the causes of
novenents of refugees and di spl aced persons, and expressed their support for the
work of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees.

16. The Mnisters expressed their conmtnment to intensify efforts to conbat
transnati onal organized crime and all aspects of illicit trafficking of drugs,
whi ch represent a global threat to the safety of citizens, well-being of
societies and institutions. They |ooked forward to the special session of the
General Assenbly in 1998 which would review the progress achieved in

i mpl ementing the three United Nations drug control Conventions and identify
priorities for the years ahead. The Mnisters reaffirmed their determnation to
work actively to elimnate corruption and wel coned concrete steps undertaken by
the United Nations in this field.

17. The Mnisters recogni zed the favourabl e aspects in the world econonic

outl ook. They underlined that the process of globalization was advanci ng
rapidly and broadly. More openness and integration across the gl obal econony
creates opportunities for increased prosperity. At the same tine the Mnisters
noted that globalization mght create new chall enges and potential risks for the
devel opnent process. They also noted that sonme devel opi ng countries, in
particul ar the | east devel oped countries, are currently not benefiting from
expanding world trade and greater flows of private capital. Increasing the
capacity to respond to these trends requires sound donmestic policies, as well as
favourabl e international econom c environment.

They reaffirmed that econom ¢ devel opnent, social devel oprent and
environnental protection are interdependent and nmutually reinforcing conponents
of sustainable developrment. |In this regard, they noted the inportant role
pl ayed by the United Nations in assisting devel oping countries, in particular
| east devel oped countries, as well as countries in transition to a market
econony.

The M nisters praised the adoption by the General Assenbly Il ast June of the
Agenda for Devel opment which is designed to contribute to revitalizing the
United Nations role in international cooperation in the field of devel oprment.
They enphasi zed the need to nobilize necessary political will to inplenment the
provisions of the Agenda at all |evels.

The M nisters noted the results of the nineteenth special session of the
United Nations CGeneral Assenbly which carried out a conprehensive assessnent of
progress achieved since the Earth Sunmt in R o, and addressed sustai nabl e
devel opnent in a balanced and integrated way. They noted that the outcone of
t he special session could advance international agreenent and pronote necessary
action in the area of sustainable devel opnment. Sone positive results have been
achi eved, but the overall lack of progress is a cause for concern. An inportant
result of the special session was a strong reaffirmation of political commtnent

l...
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fromall Menber States and all major groups of civil society to sustainable
devel opnent, as well as recognition of a key role to be played in this area by
the United Nations in close partnership with all actors at various |levels. The
M nisters noted that the United Nations system should draw upon positive results
of the special session and take themfully into account in further work on
sust ai nabl e devel opnment, including the ongoi ng negotiations in the area of
environnent. The Mnisters | ooked forward to swift inplenmentation of the
reconmendati ons contained in the Programme for Further |nplenentation of

Agenda 21 adopted by the nineteenth special session of the United Nations
General Assenbly.

18. The Mnisters thanked the Secretary-General for this traditional exchange
of views and believed that the continued close consultations between the Foreign
M nisters of the five permanent nenbers of the Security Council and the
Secretary-CGeneral are very useful.



