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ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Foll owi ng the of ficial announcenent of the results of the recently

concl uded el ections in Liberia, | ampleased to informyou of the successfu
conpl etion of the electoral process, which constituted the final element of the
revi sed schedul e of inplenentation of the Abuja Agreenent. In support of the

efforts of the Econom c Community of West African States (ECOMS), the United
Nations Cbserver Mssion in Liberia (UNOML) played an effective and critica
role in bringing about this outcone.

In February 1997, consistent with the United Nations recomendati ons on a
framework for the holding of elections in Liberia, ECOMS and the Liberian
parties established an agreed framework for the conduct of elections. On
2 April 1997, an | ndependent El ections Conmi ssion (I ECOM was established in
Li beria, with the support of ECOMS, for the purpose of organizing and
conducting elections in Liberia. A Special Elections Law was drafted by | ECOM
providing for the preparation and conduct of the elections in conformty with
i nternational standards for denocratic elections. The |aw was endorsed by the
Extraordinary Sunmmt of the ECOMS | eaders held at Abuja on 21 May 1997,
following consultations with the Liberian political parties.

Logi stical constraints experienced throughout the country during the
regi strati on process were overcone with the coordi nated support of all the
international actors, particularly the ECOMS Mnitoring Goup (ECOMOG, UNOM L,
t he European Union and the United States of America. In the end, |ECOM
succeeded in registering over 750,000 voters, including many returning refugees.
Thi s inpressive achi evenent far exceeded expectations and clearly denonstrated
t he ent husi asm of the Liberian people for the electoral process. The |arge
nunber of registration sites and their wi de distribution throughout the country
afforded Liberians a fair and adequate opportunity to register thenselves for
the el ections.

The political parties contesting the el ections conducted a vi gorous
canpai gn. The canpai gn extended across the country, and was conducted in a
generally civil and peaceful atnosphere. Wth ECOMOG providing security,
political parties were free to travel and open offices in all parts of the
country, and thereby take their nessages to the people.
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In order to observe and verify the polling exercise, over 500 internationa
el ectoral observers, including a total of 317 nedium and short-term observers
from UNOM L, were depl oyed throughout all 13 counties of the country. The
UNOM L observers visited over 1,500 of the 1,864 polling stations. Throughout
the country, they reported that polling was conducted in an organi zed and
efficient manner and w thout reports of violence or intimdation. Voter turnout
was hi gh, and voters everywhere conducted thenselves in an orderly and peacefu
manner. No serious incidents were reported on polling day, and while a nunber
of technical irregularities were noted, there were no reports of major
irregularities or of any circunstance that could have affected the outcone or
credibility of the polling process. Many observers noted the relatively large
nunber of people asking for assistance in casting their ballots, owing to the
very high rate of illiteracy throughout the country. In assessing the overal
conduct of the polling, it was apparent that all eligible Liberians had a fair
opportunity to vote for a political party of their choice.

Counting took place at polling sites imedi ately after the close of voting.
In all cases, party agents and national and international observers had an
opportunity to be present at the unsealing of the transparent ball ot boxes and
the counting and tallying of votes at the polling sites by the presiding
officers. ECOMOG was al so present at every polling station, including during
the counting and tallying of votes. Final results fromeach polling site were
announced by the presiding officer in the presence of party agents, national and
i nternational observers, and ECOMOG Tally sheets were verified by the party
agents present, who were also entitled to receive copies of the tally sheet.

The tabul ati on of results was conducted by IECOMin Mnrovia, in the
presence of party agents, national and international observers, and ECOMOG
Partial results were released by | ECOM begi nning on 20 July, as they becanme
avail able. Tabul ation of the results was conpleted on 24 July, and fina
official results were announced by ECOM at that tinme. The official results
showed that M. Charles Ghankey Taylor of the National Patriotic Party had
received an absolute majority of votes cast, thereby naki ng unnecessary the
hol di ng of a second round of balloting.

Earlier today, | issued a joint statenent (see annex) w th the Chairman of
ECOMS, GCeneral Sani Abacha, Head of State of N geria, verifying that the
el ections had been held in a secure environnent, that the process had been
credi ble and transparent and that the announced results were in accordance with
the votes cast. On behalf of the United Nations and ECOMS, the el ections were
certified as having been free and fair.

| commend |ECOM for its effective managenent of the el ections and ECOMOG

for ensuring a secure environnent for the electoral process. | also commend the
i nternational donor community for its effective and generous assistance to the
el ectoral process. | comrend and congratul ate ECOMS countries for their

persi stence and determ nation in seeing the peace process through to a
successful conclusion, and for their efforts at making this unprecedented, joint
operation between the United Nations and ECOMS under Chapter VIII of the
Charter of the United Nations, a success. It is an exanple of the type of
cooperation that can help to give new inpetus to international efforts to
pronote peace and stability, in Africa and throughout the world.
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Above all, however, | congratul ate the people of Liberia for the serious
and responsi bl e manner in which they have denonstrated their commitnent to
denocracy and their support for the peace process. | look forward to early

di scussions with the new Governnent on how the United Nations can best assist
Liberia's efforts at national reconciliation, reconstruction, and devel opnent.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN
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Annex
Joint certification statenent by the Chairman of the Econonic
Community of West African States and the Secretary-General on
the 1997 Liberian Special Elections
1. The results of the Liberian elections held on 19 July 1997 have now been

announced by the Chairman of the Independent El ections Conmssion (IECOM. Wth
this act, 1ECOM has formally conpleted the el ectoral process, the last itemon
the revi sed schedul e of inplenmentation of the Abuja Agreenment under the ECOMS
Peace Plan for Liberia. W have received the reports of our representatives in
Monrovi a that indicated that | ECOM had succeeded in according Liberian voters
the opportunity freely to elect their |eaders. This was done within the
framework of the Special Elections Law, a one-tine only |legal instrument, which
conforned to international standards for denocratic elections. The Law was
endorsed by the Extraordi nary Sunmt of ECOMS | eaders held at Abuja on

21 May 1997.

2. We were inforned that nore than 750, 000 voters were regi stered nationw de
to participate in the special elections and they turned out in large nunbers to
avail thensel ves of the opportunity to express freely their will through the
ballot. Polling took place without violence or intimdation. The entire

el ectoral process was conducted in an inpartial and transparent manner. There
were no reports of irregularities or incidents of a nature that could have
affected the credibility of the elections, which were verified by over 500

i nternational observers. The outcone of the presidential and |egislative

el ections therefore reflects the will of the Liberian voters.

3. On behal f of the Economic Community of Wst African States and the United
Nations we declare that the el ectoral process, which culmnated in the fina
announcenment of the results on 24 July 1997, was free, fair and credible.

4. We congratul ate the Liberian people for denonstrating, through this
process, their commtment to peace and their desire for the establishnent of a
denocratically el ected governnment. As the newy el ected Governnent enbarks on
the daunting task of reconstructing the country and reconciling the nation, we
call upon all Liberians to give it their fullest support. W comend the
Organi zation of African Unity and the international donor conmmunity, which
provi ded generous contributions and technical assistance towards the process
that facilitated conducive arrangenents for the elections. ECOMS and the
United Nations intend to continue to be actively engaged in the reconstruction
of Liberia and to assist in nmobilizing international support for this purpose.



