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LETTER DATED 25 APRIL 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey to you the attached letter, dated
25 April 1997, which | have received fromthe Pernmanent Representative of ltaly
to the United Nations (see annex). Attached to the letter is the second
bi -weekly report on the multinational protection force for Al bania requested by
the Security Council in its resolution 1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997.

| shoul d appreciate your bringing the letter and its annex to the attention

of the nenbers of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

97-11213 (E) 250497 /...
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Annex

Letter dated 25 April 1997 fromthe Pernmnent Representative of
ltaly to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to submit the second report on the nultinational
protection force for Al bania (see annex). The report is submtted pursuant to
the requirenent set out in paragraph 9 of Security Council resolution
1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997, in which the Council requested the Menber States
participating in the nultinational protection force to provide periodic reports,
at |least every two weeks, through the Secretary-Ceneral, to the Council. The
first such report was conveyed to you on 10 April (S/1997/296, annex).

| should be grateful if you could have the text of the present letter and

the second report circulated as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) F. Paolo FULC
Anbassador
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Appendi x

Second report to the Security Council on the operation
of the multinational protection force in Al bania

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. On 28 March 1997, the Security Council adopted resolution 1101 (1997), in
par agraph 2 of which it wel coned the offer nmade by certain Menber States to
establish a tenporary and Iimted nmultinational protection force to facilitate
the safe and pronpt delivery of humanitarian assistance, and to help create a
secure environnent for the m ssions of international organizations in Al bania,
i ncl udi ng those providing humanitari an assi st ance.

2. I n paragraph 9 of the resolution the Security Council requested the Menber
States participating in the nmultinational protection force to provide periodic
reports, at |east every two weeks, through the Secretary-General, to the
Council. The first report was provided on 9 April 1997 (S/1997/296, annex)
specifying, inter alia, the paraneters and nodalities of the operation on the
basi s of consultations between Menber States participating in the force and the
Government of Al bania. The present second report sunmmarizes the first week of
operations in Al bania and describes the progress nade towards the objectives
laid out in paragraph 2 of resolution 1101 (1997).

I1.  MJILTI NATI ONAL PROTECTI ON FORCE

Political guidance

3. The Steering Committee, consisting of the Political Directors of the troop-
contributing countries and the Conmander of the operation, continues to foll ow
the overall situation on the ground and the full conpliance of the activities of
the force with the Security Council's nandate. It neets on a weekly basis. Up
to now it has held four nmeetings, on 4, 9, 14 and 23 April 1997.

4. The rel evant international organizations participate in the Steering
Conmittee neetings as observers, informng the Conmttee about their ongoing
activities with respect to the Albanian crisis. In particular, the United

Nations was represented by the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs, while
representatives of both the Presidency and the Conmi ssion of the European Union
(EU) were present. The Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OCSCE) and the Western European Union (WEU) al so attended as observers
represented by their respective presidents.

Cooperation with Al banian authorities

5. On the eve of the deploynment of the nultinational protection force, the
Def ence M nister of Italy, Beniam no Andreatta, visited Tirana (12 April) and
the Prime Mnister of Italy, Romano Prodi, visited Viore and Tirana (13 April).
Both visits confirned the willingness of the Governnment of Al bania to cooperate
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with the multinational protection force and with humanitarian agencies for the
safe and tinely delivery of humanitarian assistance.

6. The Steering Committee, through its Chairman, Anbassador

Anedeo de Franchis, and the Commander of the operation, Adm ral Guido Venturoni
Chief of the Italian Defence Staff, presented the mission of the force to the
Governnment of Albania in a special neeting of the Steering Committee held at
Rorme on 14 April. The Government of Al bania was represented by its Foreign
Mnister, M. Arjan Starova, who accepted the paraneters and nodalities of the
m ssion and expressed appreciation to the troop-contributing countries. On that
occasi on, the Government of Albania infornmed the Steering Conmttee that a
conpr ehensi ve central conmm ssion had been established at Tirana, headed by the
Secretary of State to the Mnistry for Foreign Affairs, Pavli Zeri, to serve as
the interdepartnmental point of coordination and contact.

Cooperation with international organi zations

7. In conpliance with the mandate described in resolution 1101 (1997), the
humani t ari an assi stance programe to be inplenmented in the secure environnent to
which the force contributes is being carried out. 1In particular, the EUWECHO is

already delivering to the port of Durres a first shipnment of cereals under
secure conditions, while the EU PHARE programe for Al bania is under eval uation
in Brussels. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and the World Food
Programme (WFP) are starting enmergency programmes for Al bania.

8. A training programre for police is under consideration. A WEU eval uation
m ssion has been in Al bania since 22 April, while EU wi Il decide on its support
in the light of the results of that m ssion

9. Since the depl oyment of the force, a further visit to Tirana was paid on
11 April by the Personal Representative on Al bania of the OSCE Chairnman-in-
Ofice, forner Austrian Chancellor, M. Franz Vranitzky, who, on the sane day,
also nmet in Venice with the Mnister of Defence of Italy,

M. Beniam no Andreatta, the Commander of the Force, Admiral Guido Venturon
and the Chairman of the Steering Commttee, Anbassador Anedeo de Franchis.
Since 22 April, M. Vranitsky's deputy, Anbassador Herbert G ubnmayr, has been
organi zing the OSCE presence in Albania, also in the framework of the security
neasures agreed with the force.

For ce depl oynent

10. The deploynent of the forces started on 15 April, well within the schedul ed
pl anni ng of the operation

11. The force is scheduled to reach an overall size of 6,000 nmen, a |evel that
nmeets the operational requirenments for the m ssion. Eight countries have so far
pl edged troops: Austria (120), Denmark (60), France (1,000), G eece (800),
Italy (2,500), Romania (400), Spain (450) and Turkey (800).

12. Taking into account the prevailing conditions throughout the country and
the fact that the force acts under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Nations, the force has been provided with rules of engagenent in accordance with

l...
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its mandate to ensure the security and freedom of novenment of its personnel
These rules include self-defence, limted use of force, identification and
war ni ng before using force, proportionality in the use of force, need to prevent
col l ateral danmmge, prohibition of retaliation and the right to position defence.

13. An agreenent on the status of the force between the Governnent of Al bania
and the Governnents of the countries contributing troops to the force was signed
at Rome on 21 April. The provisions of the agreenent apply to the personnel,
property and assets of national elenents and units of those nations
participating in the operation when acting in connection with the operation or
with the provision of relief to the civilian population

Sunmary of operations

14. The first phase of the operation focuses on acquiring control over a
[imted nunber of key points of entry into the country in order to permt the
pronmpt transportation and stockpiling of aid. The force deploynent will be as
follows: in the North, the Spanish troops; the French and Danish in Durres;
Austrians, Greeks, Italians and Turks in the central area; and in the South
Italians, G eeks and Romani ans

15. On 15 April, the first French, Italian and Spani sh contingents | anded at
the port of Durres and Tirana airport. At the sane tine as the depl oynent of

the force, the delivery of humanitarian aid started. On 15 April, a first WP
shi pment, consisting of 400 tons of food donated by the Governnment of Italy,
reached the port of Durres on a Greek vessel. Further deliveries are currently
on their way. On 16 April, Geek and Turki sh contingents started to land. On
17 April, the personal representative on Al bania of the OSCE Chairman-in-Ofice,
M. Franz Vranitzky, met the Commander of the Force, General Luciano Forlani, in
order to start close cooperation within the country. On 21 April, Geek and

Italian forces noved into the port city of Mlore. As at 23 April 4,649 units of
the force were reported to be in Albania (2,194 Italians, 1,050 French, 359
Spani sh, 628 Greeks and 418 Turks). By 23 April, the Force Comand was
operational in Tirana.

[11. CONCLUSI ONS

16. Since the start of the operation the overall situation has been relatively
qui et. The beginning of deploynent of the force affected the overall security
situation in Albania in a positive nmanner. Tensions have decreased and fewer

cl ashes are being recorded. The local police are slowy regaining control
particularly in the central area (Durres and Tirana); sone schools have reopened
after several weeks of interruption; and comercial activities are resum ng.
However, sone |ocal incidents have been reported, with casualties anong
civilians. The general attitude of the population towards the force is
positive. No signs of hostility have been noted.



