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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By its resolution 1093 (1997) of 14 January 1997, the Security Counci
decided, inter alia, to extend the nandate of the United Nations M ssion of
(oservers in Prevlaka (UNMOP) until 15 July 1997. |In the sane resolution, the
Council called upon the parties to adopt the practical options proposed by the
United Nations mlitary observers for the inprovenment of safety and security in
the area as referred to in the report of the Secretary-General of

31 Decenber 1996 (S/1996/1075) and requested nme to report by 15 April 1997 on
progress made in inplenmenting those practical options, in particular regarding
the freedom of nmovenent of the mlitary observers throughout the entire area and
respect for the demlitarization reginme. The present report is submtted
pursuant to that request.

1. THE SITUATION I N THE AREA OF RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE
UNI TED NATI ONS M SSI ON OF OBSERVERS | N PREVLAKA

2. Wth an authorized strength of 28 military observers (see annex), UNMOP
continues to nonitor the demlitarization of the Prevlaka peninsul a and of

nei ghbouring areas in Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia by carrying
out vehicle and foot patrols on both sides of the border. As part of its work,
it holds regular nmeetings with local authorities in order to reduce tension

i nprove safety and security and pronote confidence between the parties. In this
context, the Chief Mlitary Observer, Col. Harold Mwaki o Tangai (Kenya) held
neetings with the authorities in Zagreb, Bel grade and Podgorica during February
and March 1997 in order to discuss issues arising fromresolution 1093 (1997).

3. While the situation in the UNMOP area of responsibility has been generally
stable, tension increased as a result of several devel opments. |In particular
concern mounted in the wake of a substantial increase, beginning in

m d- Decenber 1996, in the nunber of Croatian special police personnel in the
United Nations designated zones. UNMOP estinates that the increase anbunts to a
doubling of the strength of the special police in those areas. Inquiries to
both | ocal and national authorities have failed to elicit an explanation of the
increase. Also contributing to the tension was the fact that, on two occasi ons,
Croatian heavy weapons were observed inside the demlitarized zone. In

February 1997, a three-day exercise by the Yugoslav navy outside the UNMOP area
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of responsibility pronmpted a strong reaction by Croatia, which partly restricted
t he noverent of United Nations mlitary observers on coastal roads inside the
dem litarized zone for the duration of the exercise. The follow ng nonth, the
United Nations-controlled zone was viol ated by a Yugoslav navy mssile boat.
Croatian police boats also enter the United Nations-controlled zone
occasi onal | y.

[11. PROGRESS TOMRDS ADCPTI ON OF THE PRACTI CAL OPTI ONS

4. Since the adoption of Security Council resolution 1093 (1997), the parties
have made no progress towards adopting the practical options that are part of

t he procedures proposed by UNMOP in May 1996 to reduce tension and inprove
safety and security in the area. Long-standing violations of the
demilitarization reginme described in nmy last report (see S/ 1996/ 1075, paras. 6
and 7) persist. |In connection with the proposed practical options, it should be
noted that both parties continue to restrict the freedom of nmoverment of UNMOP in
the northern part of the demlitarized zone and that access el sewhere i s denied
randomy and even, at several Croatian positions, constantly. Mnefields laid
besi de routes patrolled by United Nations mlitary observers on both sides of
the international border in the demlitarized zone still constitute a hazard to
United Nations nmilitary observers.

5. In discussions with relevant authorities in Zagreb, Bel grade and Podgori ca,
the Chief Mlitary Observer has conveyed the new el ements contained in Security
Counci| resolution 1093 (1997), in particular the Council's expression of
concern at violations that had dangerously increased tension; its call to the
parties to adopt the practical options and its request for a report by

m d- April 1997 on progress nmade in that regard; and its call to the parties to
cease and refrain fromall violations and frommilitary and other activities
that mght increase tension, to cooperate fully with the United Nations mlitary
observers and to ensure their safety and freedom of novenent, including through
the renoval of |andm nes. The Chief MIlitary Cbserver has offered specific
suggestions to the parties on the lifting of restrictions on the United Nations
mlitary observers' freedom of novenent and on the renoval of |andm nes.

6. The Chief Mlitary Observer has found no willingness anong the parties to
take unilateral steps to inprove respect for the denmlitarization regine in
Prevl aka and its neighbouring areas. Al though neither party refuses to consider
removing mnefields or lifting restrictions on the novenent of United Nations
mlitary observers, both insist that such steps can be undertaken only in the
context of a reciprocal arrangenent. The experience of UNMOP has shown that the
parties' requirenent of guaranteed reciprocity makes neani ngful progress on the
issue extrenely difficult, if not inpossible.

7. The parties raised various concerns related to the work of UNMOP. In
Zagreb, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs objected to the nunmber of visitors to
Prevl aka and to certain procedures followed by the mlitary observers. Croatia
has al so questioned the bal ance of UNMOP assessments in its reporting. In
Podgorica, President Momir Bulatovit stated that UNMOP had attenpted, with its
proposed procedures for inprovenent of safety and security in the area, to
reduce the dinmensions of the so-called "Blue Zone", which is part of the
denmilitarized zone. Progress in adoption of the practical options would be

unt hi nkabl e until an acceptabl e expl anation of the reduction had been provided.
This view is shared by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. It is, however, the
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position of the Chief MIlitary Cbserver that no revision of the di nensions of
the United Nations designated zones was inplied in the proposed procedures,

whi ch are

ai mred solely at

improving the security and safety of the United

Nations mlitary observers and contributing to confidence-buil ding between the

parties.

V. OBSERVATI ONS

8. The parties have indicated to the Chief Mlitary Cbserver that their

continuing bilatera

Rel ati ons,

negoti ati ons pursuant to the Agreement on Nornalization of

signed at Belgrade by Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

on 23 August 1996, have not yet addressed the Prevl aka issues directly and that

there has been no progress towards a settlenent of the dispute.
continue to carry out

It will
and safety in its area of

situation,
practi cal

UNMOP wi | |
constraints.

In this
its mandate, within the existing

al so continue its efforts to enhance security

confi dence- bui |l di ng between the parties.

responsibility and to contribute to

Conposition of the United Nations M ssion of (bservers

in Prevliaka as at 10 Apri

1997

Country

M litary observers

Argentina
Bangl adesh
Bel gi um

Br azi |
Canada
Czech Republic
Denmar k
Egypt

Fi nl and
Ghana

I ndonesi a

I rel and

Jor dan
Kenya

Nepal

New Zeal and
Ni geri a

Nor way
Paki st an
Pol and
Por t uga
Russi an Federation
Sweden

Swit zer| and
UKkr ai ne

Tot al
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