UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council
Distr.
GENERAL

S/1997/ 204
7 March 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

LETTER DATED 7 MARCH 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to attach the executive summary and key findi ngs, as well
as the sections entitled "Police integrity and ethics" and "The Wst Mostar
Special Police", of the report prepared by the International Police Task Force
(I PTF) pursuant to the decisions on Mostar of 12 February 1997 (see
annexes |-1V, respectively). The photographic evidence included in the origina
text of the report, along with the list of individuals identified in the
docurment, will be available in the files of the Secretariat to menbers of the
Security Council upon their request.*

| should be grateful if you would bring the present letter and its
attachnents to the attention of the menbers of the Security Council

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

* The phot ographi c evidence and the text of the docunent may be consul ted
in room S-3720B.
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Annex |

Executive sumary

On 10 February 1997, a procession of several hundred Bosniacs, |ed by
religious and political |eaders, marched from Rade Bitange Street in East Mostar
towards a cenetery in West Mstar on Kneza M hajla Hunskog Street (Liska
Street). The group was celebrating the Bajramreligious holiday, during which
cenetery visits are a common occurrence. The West Mstar police had been
notified of the group's intention to visit the cenetery. Led by the Deputy
Mayor of Mbstar and acconpanied by three nonitors of the International Police
Task Force (1 PTF), the group travelled across the Bul evar, the former
confrontation line between the communities of East and West Mystar. Upon
crossing the Bul evar, the group began to wal k up Kneza M hajl a Hunskog Street
(Liska Street) to the site of the cenetery. At the tinme of the march, the West
Mostar community was cel ebrating a famly carnival 2 several blocks away at the
Rondo.

As the procession entered Kneza M hajl a Hunskog Street (Liska Street), they
were net by three or four uniforned West Mstar police officers, some of whom
advi sed themnot to cause trouble and others who advised them not to proceed
further. Following a brief discussion between the narch | eaders and the West
Most ar police on the scene, the group continued to wal k towards the cenetery.

The processi on proceeded for approxi mately 100 netres, when they were again
stopped by West Mostar police officers. A brief discussion took place and the
pol i ce were observed shaki ng hands with nenbers of the group. An | PTF nonitor
on the scene nmade notions that were interpreted by the group to nean they shoul d
conti nue.

The processi on proceeded down the street for another 10 netres, when a
white police van belonging to the West Mostar police cane down Kneza M hajla
Hurmskog Street (Liska Street) towards the marchers, stopping across the roadway
in an attenpt to block the marchers. This was within 100 nmetres of the
cenetery. The nmarchers wal ked around this police vehicle and continued wal ki ng
towards the cenetery. As they noved around the police vehicle, Wst Mstar
police officers were seen using their radi o handsets.

As the procession neared the edge of the cenetery, at |east 15 plain-
cl ot hes and uni formed West Mstar police officers were seen approaching the
group, wal king fromthe direction of the Rondo on Kneza M hajl a Hunskog Street
(Liska Street). Upon reaching the marchers, these police stopped the group at
the edge of the cenetery. Sone of the officers were holding batons in their
hands. The Wst Mstar police shouted at the crowd. They drew their batons,
and a nunber of the police officers began to beat menbers of the group. The
group began to retreat back down the street in the direction fromwhich they had
cone, with the officers following them hitting stragglers with their batons
At least five of the procession nmenbers required nedical attention for injuries
caused by the beatings.



S/1997/ 204
Engl i sh
Page 3

At that point at |east one plain-clothes officer had a pistol in his hand,
and one West Mostar uniformed police officer fired his weapon in the air as the
marchers retreated. At |east two plain-clothes police officers, with weapons
drawn, then fired into the retreating marchers, killing one person
(M. Sul ej manovi ¢ Sefi k) and woundi ng at |east 20 others.

During the retreat of the marchers, soneone in that group threw a rock.
The wi ndow of a police van was al so broken. The West Mstar police have all eged
that three of their officers were injured by the marchers; however, there is
insufficient evidence to substantiate the claimthat two of those officers were
injured during this confrontation. They may have been injured in the viol ence
that ensued during the evening follow ng the confrontation. The only
substanti ated evidence of injury to a West Mostar police officer caused by the
marchers was a fractured nose.

Two West Mostar police officers were photographed firing into the
retreating crowmd: Zeljko Planinic and |van Hkac, who is the Deputy Chief of
Police in Wst Mstar. One plain-clothes officer, Bozo Peric, was identified by
wi tnesses and seen firing into the crowmd. Because it appears he was standi ng by
t he phot ographer, he does not appear in the photographs. Three other police
of ficers were photographed with their weapons drawn, but were not observed
pointing at or firing upon the crowd: Zl atko Pavlovic, Josip Cvitanovic and an
as yet unidentified uniformed Wst Mstar police officer

As reports of the violence spread, random and sporadi c attacks on citizens
in locations around the city and on routes into and out of Mstar were reported.
Many of the attacks were by Bosni acs agai nst Bosnian Croats; but there were sone
attacks agai nst Bosniacs by Bosnian Croats as well. No arrests were reported to
| PTF in any of the situations.

Twenty-ei ght Bosniac famlies were illegally evicted fromtheir apartments
and 19 others fled Wst Mstar in fear following the event. |In the days after
the evictions, those who wished to return to their apartnments were reinstated.
Six arrests of suspects were nmade by West Mostar police after intervention by
the international comunity.

The investigation showed that not only did the Wst Mstar police receive
advance notification of the planned march to the cenetery, but they assigned
police officers to the route in advance of the march. There was no contact,
visual or physical, between the marchers and those attendi ng the Wst Mstar
carnival. The police stopped the marchers at the edge of the cenetery, which
they had a right to visit, and which was nore than 200 nmetres fromthe carniva
site.

The use by | aw enforcenent officers of excessive force in beating marchers,
and of unnecessary and disproportionate lethal force, resulted in one death and
numerous injuries. Such actions by |aw enforcenent officials are crimnal acts,
and constitute violations of internationally recognized standards of |aw
enforcenent, of the European Convention on Human Rights, which applies directly
in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and of the Law on the Mnistry of Internal Affairs of
t he Federati on of Bosnia and Herzegovi na.
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There was a concerted effort fromthe highest |evel of the Wst Mstar
police to hide the facts of the confrontation of 10 February 1997. The
i naccuracy of information presented by the West Mostar police to the I PTF
i nvestigators, including by the Chief of Police Marko Radic, reflects the
absence of professional |eadership at the highest level in the Wst Mstar
police. Had such professional police |eadership been in place, the events of
10 February 1997 woul d probably not have occurred.

The failure of the police, of both East Mdstar and Wst Mostar, to provide
protection to potential and actual victins of the series of cross-ethnic attacks
within the city and on the travel routes leading fromit in the days follow ng
the confrontation on 10 February illustrates the serious absence of professiona
police | eadership throughout the area.

Not es
@ Each year the West Mostar community holds a carnival near the Rondo. It
is afamly event and is held on a specific date determ ned by the number of
days preceding Easter. It is coincidental that Bajram and the carnival fell on

t he sane date



S/1997/ 204
Engl i sh
Page 5

Annex |1

Key findings

The United Nations International Police Task Force (IPTF) investigated the
10 February incident in order to establish the facts surrounding the case and to
identify those responsible for the violence. Included in that investigation was
a review of the allegations nade by Bosnia and Herzegovi na and Federati on
officials and Mostar citizens in the media. Fromthe facts uncovered by the
i nvestigation team 12 key findings were reached regardi ng the events:

1. West Mostar police officers fired their weapons at the crowd as it was
retreating fromthe scene, killing 1 person and injuring 20 others.

Two West Mostar police officers were photographed firing into the
retreating cromd: Zeljko Planinic and Ivan Hrkac, who is the Deputy Chief of
Police in West Mistar. One plain-clothes officer, Bozo Peric, was identified by
wi t nesses and seen firing into the crowmd. Because it appears he was standi ng by
t he phot ographer, he does not appear in the photographs. Three other police
of ficers were photographed with their weapons drawn, but were not observed
pointing at or firing upon the crowd: Zl atko Pavlovic, Josip Cvitanovic and an
as yet unidentified uniformed Wst Mstar police officer. One Bosniac was
killed and 20 were injured by gunfire, including the Miufti, and 6 Bosni acs were
treated for wounds fromthe beating. Three of the Bosniacs at the scene who
were shot remained lying in the street after the incident, including the one who
was fatally wounded. Ohers were wounded by gunfire but nanaged to | eave the
scene.

Al'l the West Mstar police officers who were phot ographed with weapons in
their hands denied, in their interviews, being in possession of any weapons at
the tine of the confrontation. The Deputy Chief of Police of Wst Mstar denied
even being in the confrontation, clainmng that he arrived only behind the
advanci ng police officers comng fromthe Rondo carnival.

Fol | owi ng the shooting, |PTF recovered 12 spent cartridge casings and one
9-mllinetre bullet in the area where the Wst Mstar police were observed and
phot ogr aphed pointing their weapons at the Bosniac crowd. The amunition is the
sane type as that used by the Wst Mostar police.

2. Uni f ornmed and pl ain-clothes nenbers of the Wst Mstar police physically
assaulted the Bosni ac procession nenbers.

Vi deo and phot ographi ¢ evi dence shows uniformed officers beating the crowd
with batons. There is no evidence to support the West Mstar police claimthat
t he Bosni acs provoked that assault. According to a statement by the
Stabilization Force (SFOR), the Wst Mstar police were acting in an aggressive
and provocative manner.
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3. The West Mostar police used excessive force, including unjustified | etha

force, against the Bosniac marchers.

The use by | aw enforcenent officials of excessive force in beating
mar chers, and of unnecessary and disproportionate |ethal force, resulted in one
death and nunerous injured. Such actions by |aw enforcenment officials are
crimnal acts.

The use of firearns by | aw enforcenent officials is only | awful under
limted circunstances, including self-defence or defence of others against the
i mm nent threat of death or serious injury, or if other neans woul d be
i neffective. Because these factors were absent, and the marchers were actually
retreati ng when shots were fired, the use of lethal force by the Wst Mstar
pol i ce was unnecessary and disproportionate. |In addition, the Wst Mstar
pol i ce used excessive force in beating marchers who posed no i mediate threat to
them These actions by the West Mostar police constitute violations of
internationally recogni zed standards of |aw enforcenent, of the European
Convention on Human Rights, which applies directly in Bosnia and Herzegovi na
and of the Law on the Mnistry of Internal Affairs of the Federation of Bosnia
and Herzegovi na.

4, The West Mostar police, and its | eadership, are responsible for the
confrontation with the Bosniac marchers, which resulted in viol ence.

The West Mostar police failed to plan and act appropriately when notified
of the Bosniac procession. The Wst Mstar police could have taken action to
prevent the confrontation. They were notified of the planned cenmetery visit and
had uni forned officers along the route. The West Mstar police chose to stop
the marchers just short of the cemetery although they could easily have bl ocked
Kneza M hajla Hunskog Street (Liska Street) at a point just past the cenetery.
Thi s woul d have acconpli shed the stated purpose of the West Mstar police of
preventing the Bosniac marchers fromcomng into contact with those attending
the carnival without causing a confrontation

There is no conclusive evidence that the Wst Mstar police planned the
violent confrontation with the Bosni ac procession; however, there are severa
factors that tend to support that contention. A |arge nunber of special police
were assigned to the nearby carnival at the Rondo, which they describe as a
famly gathering, hardly worthy of such a police presence. |n addition, both
t he phot ographic evidence and interviews with witnesses and West Mostar police
indicate that the police officers on the scene, including Deputy Chief of
Police Hrkac, did not nmake any observable effort to stop the use of force or
even attenpt to restrain their fellow plain-clothes officers during the
shooting. The |ack of response by the police officers who were present suggests
that the use of force may have been expected on that day. However, Deputy Chief
of Police Hkac has stated that the only reason the plain-clothes police
responded to the scene was in response to a police radio call for assistance.
Both wi tness statenents and phot ographi c evi dence show that the police who
assaulted the crowd did not arrive until after the radio call
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5. West Mbstar police officials attenpted to cover up actions of their
officers and created confusion anong the public as to what actually

occurred.

The nunber of false statenents provided to | PTF i nvestigators, the
resi stance for sonme time of West Mostar police to providing | PTF investigators
wi th the evidence they requested and the general |ack of cooperation by the West
Mostar police were all part of what appears to be a concerted effort to prevent
the true facts about the incident from being discovered.

The West Mostar police did little investigation of their own into the
events of the day. They failed to undertake a crinme scene search imediately
after the incident. They failed to interview key witnesses. They failed to
col l ect inportant evidence. Their actions constituted a failure to respond in a
prof essi onal manner and an absence of professional |eadership at the highest
| evel s.

6. The West ©Mbstar police had been inforned in advance of the Bosniac march to

the cenetery.

There is substantial evidence to indicate that the West Mstar police were
fully aware of the planned cenetery visit by the Bosniacs, contrary to clains
that they were conpl etely unaware of the planned march

Chief of Police Radic of West Mstar police has stated that the police had
no prior know edge of the Bosniac Bajramvisit to the cenetery.

However, on 10 February, in the norning, |IPTF Mdstar 1 station nmonitors
Sabi r Mohamuad and Steav Teodor called the Wst Mstar police station to confirm
that the West Mstar police woul d provide security for the cenetery visit. The
West Mostar police shift teamleader, Dragan Marincic, replied that he was not
aware that a cenetery visit of Bosniacs was planned. He made a tel ephone cal
and then advised the | PTF nonitors that the Wst Mstar police woul d provide
security for the cemetery visit and at the Rondo carnival

A Bosni ac police officer of the Unified Police Force of Mstar (UPFM, who
was working with a Bosnian Croat UPFM officer that day stated in his interview
with the I PTF investigators that he and his partner had inforned the base
station in West Mstar on 10 February about the planned cenetery visit. The
duty officer at the West Mostar police, Dragan Marincic, acknow edged that he
had been infornmed by tel ephone and had stated that he was aware of the visit and
that there would be no problem The investigation shows that M. Marincic
contacted UPFM at 1300 hours and stated again that everything was taken care of
inrelation to the Bosniac cemetery visit.

The Deputy Mnister of the Interior of the Herzegovina Neretva Canton,
M. Diho (a Bosniac), stated that in 1994, the Islamc Society based in
Sar aj evo had decl ared the day of Bajramas one for visiting ceneteries and
comenorating the loss of lives during the war. The practice of visiting
ceneteries on the religious holiday, called Id al-Fitr, is also carried out
t hroughout the Muslimworld. A visit to the same Wst Mstar graveyard occurred
in 1996 without incident.



S/1997/ 204
Engl i sh
Page 8

M. Safet Orucevic, the Deputy Mayor (Bosniac), stated that he had notified
the West Mostar police of the planned cenetery visit by tel ephone on Sunday,
9 February 1997. | PTF nonitor Azevedo, assigned to work at UPFM confirnms being
advi sed of the procession on 9 February.

7. The general character of the procession was peaceful, even after the Wst
Mostar police attenpted to stop the cenetery visit.

The procession was led by M. Smajkic, the Muifti, M. Diho, the East
Mostar Chief of Police, and M. Oucevic, the Deputy Mayor of Mostar. The video
and phot ographi ¢ evi dence show that the march was nmade up of mi ddl e-aged nen and
worren, as well as elderly and young people. No weapons anong the nmarchers are
seen in any of the video or photographic evidence.

The marchers in the procession can be seen in the video carrying flowers.
The cenetery contains both Miuslimand Catholic graves. Sone procession nenbers
claimed to have relatives and friends buried in the cenetery; others clainmed to
be honouring "the defenders of Mstar".

8. There was no contact or confrontation between the Bosni ac nmarchers and
those attending the carnival.

There is no evidence of confrontation or any contact between the marchers
and the Bosnian Croats attending the carnival, as sone have clainmed. The
cenetery and site of the confrontation are not visible fromthe carnival site,
as the photographs clearly show It is clear the procession could have
continued to the cenmetery w thout having any contact with those attending the
car ni val

A review of video and phot ographi c evidence shows that the procession was
stopped in front of the cenetery by a group of 15 nen in civilian clothes, a
nunber of whom were subsequently identified as West Mdstar Cvilian or Specia
Police officers. These nen were also in possession of Mtorola radi os and
batons simlar to those used by the Wst Mstar police.

9. There is no evidence that nenbers of the Bosni ac procession carried
weapons, or that they acted aggressively before the Wst Mstar police
fired upon them

Al t hough the West Mstar police nade statenents that the Bosniac marchers
were armed, this has not been substantiated. There is no indication in any of
t he video or photographi c evidence of procession nmenbers carrying knives or
ot her weapons. Further, no such weapons were seen or seized fromthe crowd by
the police or SFOR |PTF, SFOR and Bosni ac wi tnesses characterized the crowd as
control | ed, serious and respectful

Fol | owi ng the shooting, the Bosniacs were observed conmtting three acts of
violence. The first involved one Bosniac nmale throwi ng a stone; the second
i nvol ved several Bosniac menbers of the procession seen striking a Wst Mstar
police vehicle and damaging its wi ndscreen; and the third involved a Bosniac
male injuring a Wst Mostar police officer in the nose. The video and
phot ogr aphi ¢ evidence, as well as statements fromw tnesses, indicate that these

l...
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acts of violence occurred followi ng the West Mstar police's use of batons
against the crowmd. This is the only violence by the marchers that has been
corroborated by the evidence.

The West Mstar hospital submitted a list of the names of 17 Bosnian
Croats, including 3 police officers, who have clainmed injury caused by Bosni acs
on 10 February. |PTF investigators determned that this is a list of Bosnian
Croats injured in the violence that ensued on the evening foll owi ng the
confrontation. The three police officers are the only individuals who claimto
have been injured during the confrontation. There is insufficient evidence to
substantiate the claimthat two of those officers were injured at the scene.
They may have been injured in the violence that ensued during the evening
following the confrontation. The only substantiated evidence of injury to a
West Mostar police officer caused by the marchers was a fractured nose.

10. An IPTF nonitor made a gesture that was interpreted as encouragenent for
the Bosni ac procession to nove forward.

The marchers observed a fermal e | PTF nmonitor wal king at the front of the
processi on and wavi ng her hand in a manner that they believed nmeant they shoul d
proceed around the first police officers whomthe marcher's encountered. The
monitor, in her interviewwth investigators, stated that she was notioning a
second monitor to come forward with a hand gesture. Fromthe video, it is
i npossi ble to determ ne whether the nonitor was encouraging the crowmd forward or
nmotioning to a second nonitor, but the clear belief anong those marchers
interviewed was that the nonitor was encouragi ng themto proceed.

Wil e there was a perception anmong sone people interviewed that the
nonitor's actions had led the marchers into the eventual confrontation with the
police, at the time of the nonitor's actions, there was no indication that the
visit would not remain peaceful or that the march would be any different from
the march to the cemetery that had occurred the previous year

11. The West Mstar police attenpted to cover up the facts concerning the
events on 10 February 1997, with support fromthe highest |evel of the
force.

There was a concerted effort fromthe highest |evel of the Wst Mstar
police to hide the facts of the confrontation of 10 February 1997. The anount
of inaccurate information presented by the West Mstar police to the | PTF
i nvestigators, including by Chief of Police Radic, reflects the absence of
prof essi onal | eadership at the highest level in the Wst Mstar police.

There are numerous exanples of the attenpted cover-up of facts. For
exanpl e, Chief of Police Marko Radic told investigators first that the Specia
Police were not under his command but reported directly to Mnister Coric, and
later that the Special Police did not exist. Both statenents were found to be
untrue.

I n anot her instance, when shown a cl ear photograph of an individual |ater
identified as West Mostar Deputy Chief of Police, Ivan Hkac, Chief of
Police Marko Radic told the investigators that he could not identify the
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i ndi vidual. Many other people who viewed the photograph of the individua
i mediately identified himas |Ivan Hrkac.

I n anot her exanple, the West Mstar plain-clothes officers identified from
phot ogr aphs as being at the scene and havi ng weapons, when interviewed, all
stated that they were unarned. Specifically, Ivan Hrkac, the Deputy Chief of
Police, and Josip Cvitanovic, a Wst Mstar police officer, both stated that
they were unarned, but are shown in the photographic evidence hol di ng weapons.

12. There were nunerous attacks on civilians, both Bosnian Croat and Bosni ac,
in the aftermath of the event at the cenetery. Police took little action
to arrest the perpetrators or to protect innocent persons who were
at t acked.

Foll owi ng the confrontation at the cenetery between the West Mostar police
and the marchers, there were a | arge nunber of attacks on peopl e throughout the
Mostar region. A nunber of those attacks were on traffic routes |eading from
Most ar, where Bosnian Croat vehicles were attacked by people near the roadway.
In each of those attacks police did nothing to protect citizens fromattack or
to arrest the perpetrators.
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Annex 11

Police integrity and ethics

Thr oughout the investigation of the incident in Wst Mstar, the
i nvestigators were faced with numerous instances of the West Mstar police
failing to tell the truth or attenpting to conceal inportant information. Sone
of the nost egregi ous exanples of this were the follow ng:

1. Chief of Police Marko Radic told investigators first that the Speci al
Police were not under his command but reported directly to Mnister Coric,
and later that the Special Police did not exist.

Both statenents are untrue. Mnister Coric told investigators that the
Special Police do exist and report directly to Chief Radic. When shown
phot ographs at a subsequent interview, Chief Radic admtted that several of the
officers at the scene were Special Police.

2. Wien shown a clear photograph of an individual later identified as Wst
Mostar Deputy Chief of Police, Ivan Hkac, Wst Mstar Chief of Police
Marko Radic told the investigators that he could not identify the
i ndi vi dual

Many ot her peopl e who viewed t he photograph of the individual inmrediately
identified himas the West Mostar Deputy Chief of Police Ivan Hrkac.

3. The West Mostar plain-clothes officers identified from phot ographs as being
at the scene and havi ng weapons, when interviewed, all stated that they
wer e unar ned.

The phot ographs clearly indicate that the officers present at the scene
were armed, contrary to the officers' statements. Specifically,
M. Josip Cvitanovic stated that he was unarned, although he can be clearly seen
i n photograph No. 23 with a gun pointed in the air. The Deputy Chief of Police,
I van Hrkac, also stated that he was unarned, but he is shown in photographs
Nos. 29 and 30 pointing his weapon at the retreating crowd.

4, West Mbstar police all asserted in their interviews that neither they, nor
any of their colleagues, fired their weapons at the narchers.

The phot ographi c evidence clearly shows these police officers aimng their
weapons at the retreating group of marchers. The investigative team coll ected
nunerous bull et casings at the scene fromthe exact spot where the police
officers are seen in the photographs standing and pointing or firing their
weapons at the retreating marchers.

5. The West Mostar Chief of Police Marko Radic stated in his interview that
the West Mbstar police were not inforned in advance of the cenetery visit.

The interviews indicated that such notification was nmade, both to West
Mostar police officers working at the Unified Police Force of Mostar and to the

/...
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West Mpstar police station duty officer. The nanes of those who notified the
police of the planned march, and the nanes of those who received the
information, were identified.

6. A nunber of West Mbstar police officials nade statenents in interviews and
to the nmedia that the crowd was heavily arned and made up of many strong
young nen.

Nei t her the vi deotape and phot ographi ¢ evi dence, nor the numerous
interviews with individuals at the scene, support either of these claimns.
Addi tionally, the videotape and phot ographi c evi dence shows the march was nade
up of m ddl e-aged nen and wonen, as well as elderly and young people. No
weapons among the marchers are seen in any of the video or photographic
evi dence.
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Annex |V

The West Mostar "Special Police"

A nunber of the plain-clothes police officers identified as being invol ved
in the confrontation were individuals who had previously been |listed as West
Most ar Special Police officers. |In Decenber 1996, the International Police Task
Force (I PTF) Conmi ssioner, Peter FitzGerald, advised West Mstar police officers
that they woul d have to di sband the Special Police, since the existence of
Speci al Police was not consistent with denocratic policing principles. Both
West Mostar and East Mstar police officials were eventually inforned of the
need to dismiss Special Police officers, unless they had been vetted for entry
into the new Federation police force, in which case they could be assigned to
normal police duties, working fromregular police stations, and in the sane
uni formas regul ar police. The |IPTF Comm ssioner had been inforned regularly
that the Special Police in Mdstar had been di sbanded as a separate unit.

In his first interviewwth investigators, when asked about these "Specia
Police officers," Wst Mstar Chief of Police Radic stated that the Specia
Police were not under his command, but rather that of Herzegovina Neretva Canton
Interior Mnister Coric. In a later interview, he stated that they had been
di sbanded. |In a subsequent interview on 19 February, Chief Radic admtted that
several of the men in civilian clothes identified at the scene were nmenbers of
t he Special Police.

In an interviewwith investigators, Herzegovina Neretva Canton Interior
M nister Coric stated that the Special Police unit had been reorgani zed four
nont hs previously and its nenbers redeployed in other units of the Wst Mstar
police force. He clainmed they nunbered approximately 90 to 100 officers and
were assigned to the carnival in civilian clothes because if they had cone to
the carnival in uniform it would have | ooked |ike provocation to those
attending the carnival. The Mnister stated that the Special Police were often
assigned, in civilian clothes, in this manner, but if they needed to react, they
were required to show their badges.

It is clear that the Conmi ssioner's directive that the Special Police be
di sbanded was not followed by the Wst Mstar police, in spite of clains to the
contrary. The use of these officers in plain-clothes, and the clear evidence in
t he vi deos and phot ographs that they bore no police identification, is a clear
violation of internationally recogni zed standards of |aw enforcenment and
fundanental denocratic policing principles. The pictures of the assault on the
procession to the cenetery on 10 February 1997 clearly show that many of these
of ficers acted unlawfully.
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