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LETTER DATED 25 FEBRUARY 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

In accordance with ny obligation to bring to your attention matters that

may be of interest to the nenbers of the Security Council, and in view of the
ongoi ng role which the United Nations continues to play in efforts to bring
about a peaceful resolution of the conflict in Liberia, I have the honour to

i nformyou of the outcone of the second Mnisterial Meeting of the ad hoc
Speci al Conference to Support the Peace Process in Liberia, held in New York on
20 February 1997

The nmeeting was organi zed at the request of the United States of America on
behal f of the International Contact G oup on Liberia, of N geria on behalf of
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOMS), and of the Netherl ands.
It brought together the nmenbers of the International Contact G oup, those of
ECOMS, the Bretton Wods institutions and relevant United Nations departnents
programes and agenci es.

The purpose of the meeting was to build upon the nmonentum generated by the
positive outcone of the disarmanment process in Liberia, while identifying and
addressing the i medi ate needs of the peace process and critical requirenents
seen for the mediumterm In ny opening statenent to the neeting, | noted that
in the past three nonths the Liberian peace process had wi tnessed inportant
positive devel opnents but despite those positive devel opnents difficult
chal l enges still remained, and it was necessary to intensify rather than rel ax
efforts.

Three chal | enges woul d have to be net. First, it was necessary to have the
political will to do what needed to be done in Liberia. Second, it was
necessary for the various actors, both national and international, to have the
courage to cooperate to get the job done. Third, it was necessary to find and
contribute the resources needed to acconplish the job successfully. | appeal ed
for additional resources to be made avail able to the ECOMS Mnitoring G oup
(ECOMOG, and for continued international support for hunmanitarian and
reconstruction efforts and for the el ectoral process.

In the discussions that followed, there was strong support for the role

pl ayed by ECOMS, and a cl ear understandi ng of the inportance of reinforcing
ECOMOG.  The neeting was appreciative of the substantial assistance provided to
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ECOMOG by donor countries, while noting that there was a need to coordi nate
efforts so as to maxim ze their effectiveness. There was also wi de support for
ongoi ng energency operations and for bridging and reintegrating progranmres, and
the neeting recognized the critical inportance of those efforts to the success
of the peace process. Participants noted the inportance of striking a bal ance
bet ween provi di ng assistance to ex-conbatants and to those who had been the
victims of the conflict, and there was universal condemation of the use of
child fighters.

A useful and extensive discussion took place on the question of elections.
Partici pants wel comed the recent progress towards establishing a franmework for
the holding of elections in Liberia, and consensus energed on a nunber of
i ssues, including the need to adhere to the 30 May 1997 el ection date. There
were firmpl edges of financial and other support froma nunber of donor
countries and fromthe European Commi ssion. Cear differences energed, however,
with respect to whether refugees should be required to return to Liberia in
order to participate in the elections. Substantial repatriation was stressed by
nearly all participants as the nost effective solution to this problem and it
was noted that a trenmendous voluntary repatriation effort would be required on
the part of the international community.

The representative of the Chairman of ECOMS, Chief Tomlkim, Mnister for
Foreign Affairs of N geria, briefed the neeting on the question of sanctions and
observed that their availability had had a significant deterrent effect on the
parties. The neeting took note of the statenent by M. Jan Pronk, Mnister for
Devel opnent Cooperation of the Netherlands, that, while the sanctions had not
yet been applied, they renmained in effect and could be applied against any party
in serious violation of the Abuja Agreenent.

The Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) and
the UNDP Resi dent Representative in Liberia briefed the nmeeting on
reconstruction and post-el ecti on devel opnent efforts. M Speci al
Representative, M. Anthony Nyakyi, also briefed the neeting on coordination
efforts, and it was announced that, in order to further enhance those efforts,
the UNDP Resi dent Representative would also be named as the Director of the
Ofice of the Special Representative.

At the conclusion of the neeting, the Chairman, the Under-Secretary-CGenera
for Political Affairs, took stock of what had been achieved. Wth respect to
the three chall enges which | had outlined in nmy opening renmarks, he observed
that they had been met. First, the high degree of consensus had denobnstrated
that there was now the necessary political will both inside and outside Liberia
for the peace process to succeed. Second, the determ nation of donors, ECOMS
and the United Nations systemto work together was evident, and was a cl ear
signal that the |eading actors did now have the "courage to cooperate" in
Li beria. Third, donors had nade it clear that they were ready to provide the
resources needed, and the neeting had sent a very clear nessage to the parties
that if they made progress the international conmunity woul d respond generously.

Bef ore concl uding, the partici pants expressed their readi ness to convene
again in support of the Liberian peace process, at whatever level and tine |, in
consultation with the three organi zers, deened appropriate

(Signed) Kofi A. ANNAN



