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LETTER DATED 16 DECEMBER 1996 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF | RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE
SECURI TY COUNCI L

In ny capacity as Chairman of the Goup of Arab States for the nmonth of
Decenmber 1996, | have the honour to refer to the information contained in the
letter which the Permanent Cbserver of Palestine to the United Nations addressed
to you (S/1996/1044) concerning the Israeli plan to build 132 housing units for
Jewi sh settlers in the nei ghbourhood of Ras al-Amud, within the origina
muni ci pal borders of occupi ed East Jerusal em

The Group of Arab States strongly condemms the expansionist Israeli policy
of putting settlenents in the occupied Palestinian territories, including
Jerusalem and in the other occupied Arab territories, and considers this policy
to be a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and of
rel evant Security Council resolutions; it also runs counter to the agreenents
signed between the Pal estinian and Israeli parties.

The Israeli CGovernnent persists in taking neasures and naking arrangenents
ainmed at changing the | egal status and denographic conposition of the city of
Jerusalem in a nunber of its resolutions the Security Council has decl ared
t hese neasures to be null and void and wi thout legal validity.

The inplenentation of this plan and the continuation by the |sraeli
Governnent of its settlement policy threaten to have serious consequences for
peace and security in the region

On behal f of the Group of Arab States, | amfornally requesting that the
Security Council assunme its responsibility for the maintenance of internationa
peace and security, and that it convene an urgent neeting in order to take the
neasures that are needed in order to put an end to the Israeli CGovernnent's plan
with respect to building settlenents.

| should be grateful if you would arrange to have this letter circulated as
a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
Chairman of the Group of Arab States
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