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1. T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t w o  (IraVe
incidents which have recently caused the deaths of two members of the Nepalese
cont ingent  in  the  Uni ted Nat ions  Inter im Force in  Lebanon (UNIFIL) .  These  deaths
were  t he  f i r s t  de l i be r a t e  k i l l i ngs  o f  UNIFIL  pe r sonne l  s i nce  t he  s e r i e s  o f
incidents which af flitted the Force between August and December 1986.

2. On 25 August 1987, a vehicle containing the company commander of “B”  Company
o f  t h e  N e p a l e s e  b a t t a l i o n , a n o t h e r  N e p a l e s e  o f f i c e r  a n d  t h r e e  N e p a l e s e  s o l d i e r s  was
ambushed on the road between positions 5-6 and 5-13 west of Kafra. One of the
soldiers  was ki l led and three other  occupants  of  the  vehicles  were wounded,  one of
them ser iously. T h e  a s s a i l a n t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a p p r e h e n d e d  a n d  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  r e m a i n s
unknown. But  the  UNIFIL Board of  Inquiry  into  the  incident ,  whose  repor t  I  have
just received, has found that the ambush was a deliberate attempt by armed elements
to assassinate the company commander of B Company. T h i s  o f f i c e r  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y
received an anonymous le t ter  threatening him with  death  i f  the  Nepalese  bat ta l ion
continued to construct wire obstacles across a track known to be used by Lebanese
armed elements to infiltrate armed men and weapons through the UNIFIL area of
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  “ S e c u r i t y  Z o n e ” .

3. On the morning of 4 October 1987, personnel of the South Lebanese Army (SLA)
tr ied  to  force  thei r  way through posi t ion  5-15 wi th  a  tank and an armoured
personnel carrier (APC) . They were prevented f rom doinq so by personnel  of  the
Nepalese battalion who used an APC to block the road. A f t e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h e  SLJ
personnel r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  o n  T a l l e t  H u q b a n .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  S L A
personnel  on Tal le t  Huqban f i red  three  rounds  of  l ight  machine gun f i re  a t
posi ticn 5-14. A sentry on duty there was wounded in the leq and arrangements were
made to evacuate him to the Swedish Medical Company at UNIFIL headquarters. As the
wounded soldier  was  being evacuated f rom posi t ion 5-14,  in  a  ful ly  marked Uni ted
Nat ions ambulance wi th  i t s  l ight  f lashing, SLA personnel on Tallet Huqban fired
three heavy machine gun rounds at the ambulance, w h i c h  a t  t h a t  tirnf,  w a s  s t i l l  c l o s e
to  the  SLA posi t ion . Gne round hi t  the  wounded soldier  in  the  neck and ki l led
him. This  incident  was  viqorously  protes ted to  the  Israel  Defence Forces  ( IDF)  ,
who were  asked to  s top fur ther  unprovoked f i r ing by the  SLA. I n t e r m i t t e n t  m o r t a r
and  mach ine  gun f i r e  a t  o r  c l o s e  t o  U N I F I L  p o s i t i o n s  i n  the a r e a  n e v e r t h e l e s s
c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  t h r e e  h o u r s .
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4. The IDb’ subsequent.ly p r o m i s e d  a  f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  the i n c i d e n t  a n d  a s k e d
the Force Commander  of  UNIFII, to  convey their  condolences  to  the  Nepalese
b a t t a l i o n , The  Force Conmlander  has informed me that there was no apparent reason
f o r  t h e  a t t e m p t  o f  t h e  SLR t o  f o r c e  p o s i t i o n  5-15  o r  f o r  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  firinq a t
UNIFIL p o s i t i o n s . Members of the Council  will recal ? t h a t  t h e  SLA p o s i t i o n s  o n
Tallct  tluqban have for many months been responsible for unprovoked firinq both at
Lebanese vi 1 laqes and the ir inhabitants and a t  UNIFIL posi t ions  (see  S/18990,
para. 1 1 ) . In August and September 1987 alone there were at least 36 cases of
f i r i n g  a t  o r  c l o s e  t o  N e p a l e s e  b a t t a l i o n  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .

s. ‘l’hr?r;e  t w o  i n c i d e n t s  p r o v i d e  a  clrai,hic a n d  traqic  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a n q e r o u s
s i t u a t i o n  o f  UNIE’lL p l a c e d ,  A S  i t  i s , be tween  the  IDF/SLA  f o r c e s  i n  s o u t h e r n
Lebanon and the  var ious  Lebanese  groups  which are  resistinq  the  Israel i  occupat ion
by force of arms. Thr!  terms of reference of UNIFIL contained in document S/12611,
which was  approved by resolu t ion  426 (1978)  I rc?uire the  Force to  “ensure  that  i t s
area o f  operat.ion  i s  n o t  utilizetl  f o r  h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a n y  k i n d ” . When the
w a r r i n g  p a r t i e s  f a i l  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e s e  t e r m s  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  U N I F I L  i s  u n d e r
i n s t r u c t i o n s t o  t a k e  w h a t  a c t i o n  i t  c a n  t o  s t o p  o r  h i n d e r  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y
a c t i v i t i e s . I t  i s  f r o m  s u c h  a c t i o n  b y  UNLFIL t h a t  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  i n c i d e n t s  l i k e
those  descr ibed above can develq,.

6. As I  have indicated before , t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o u l d  b e  r e s o l v e d  i f  I s r a e l
wi thrlrew i t s  forces  f rom I,eb;rnon, a s  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  c a l l e d  u p o n  i t  t o  d o  nine
and a  hal f  years aqo, and i f  the  var ious  armed groups  in  southern  Lebanon
co-operated with UNIFIL in maintaining i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace a n d  s e c u r i t y  o n  t h e
ho rde r ,  pend inq fu l l  restorat i n n  o f  t h e  L e b a n e s e  Government’s  e f f ec t i ve  au tho r i t y .
I  accordingly renew my appeal  to  the members  of  the Securi ty  Counci l ,  and
especia l ly  to  i t s  permanent  members , t o  d o  a l  1  i n  t h e i r  p o w e r  t o  get tht! p a r t  ien to
help UNIFIL carry out its mandate. Only such action by the members of the Council
can  j u s t i f y  t he  s ac r i f i c e s  wh ich  t hey  cant i n u e  t o  a s k  o f  t h e  troop-contrihtiting
qnvernments  and which the  la t ter  no s teadfas t ly  bear .


