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Addendum

With reference to paragraph 19 of my report of 12 January 1987, the Chargh
d ’ a f f a i r e s  a.i. o f  I s r a e l  communicsted  t o  m e  o n  1 4  J a n u a r y  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s
o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o m i s e d  b y  t h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s :

“Immediately following the tragic death of Corporal Dermot McLaughlin  on
10 January 1987, the Israel Defense Force established an official Commissiorl
o f  I n q u i r y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  t r a g i c  i n c i d e n t . A  s e n i o r  r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r  i n
the IDF was appointed to head the Commission. In addition, the commanding
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  S e c t o r  i s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
He views the incident with the utmost gravity and is supervising the work of
the Commission.

“The Commission’s preliminary findings include the following points:

1. The UNIFIL post was misidentified as a terrorist position and was
mistakenly fired upon by an IDF tank, leading to
C o r p o r a l  McLouqhlin’s  t r a g i c  d e a t h .  A n  I D F  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  a r e a
conveyed to his commander that the target was a UNIFIL position, but
t h e  l a t t e r ,  n e w  t o  t h e  a r e a  a n d  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  t e r r a i n ,
o v e r r u l e d  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  a n d  g a v e  t h e  o r d e r  t o  f i r e .

2. The officer who gave this order was immediately removed from his
p o s t .

3. New directives, desiyned to prevent the recurrence of such a tragic
i n c i d e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  t o  a l l  I D F  u n i t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .

“Upon the completion of the Commission’s investigation, a full report
will be forwarded to you.

“The Government of Israel has conveyed its heartfelt condolences and
deepest sympathy to the family of the bereaved soldier and to the Government
o f  I r e l a n d . ”
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