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THE TEXT OF AN ARMISTICE ACRCEMENT BETWEEN LEBANCH AND ISRATL

For the President of the Secuxrity Councils
"T have honcur to inform the Security Council thet a general
armistice agreement, in pursusnce of ths resolution of the Security

Councll of sixteen November 191¢-8, vas gigned by the delegatioms of

Isvael and Lebanon at Ras IEn Nagura on twentytlmwee Merch 1G49. Tae

text of the egresment 1s as follcws:

LEBANESE~ISRAELI GENERAL ARMISTICE AGRLEMENT

PREAMETE

The Parties to the present agreement, responding to the Securliy
Council resolution of 16 November 1948 calling upon them, as a further
provisicnal measure under Article 40 of the Charier of the United Nabtions
and in oprder to facilitate the transition from the present truce to
permenent peace in Palestine, to negotiate an Armistice; having declded to
enter ‘Into negotlations under United Nations Chalrwanshlp concerning the
iaplementation of the Security Council resoluticn 16 November 1948; and
heving eppeinted representatives empowered to negotiate and conclude an
arniztice agreement; .

The undersigned representatives, having exchanged their full powers
found to be in good and proper form, have agreed upcn the following
provisions:

Article I

lith 2 view to promoting the return of permanent pemce 1n Palestine
and in recognition of the importance in this regerd of mtual asstrances
ccreerning the future military operations of the Partiss, the following
principles, which shall be fully observed by both Parties duiring the
Armistice, ave heredy afllrmed;

1, The injunction of the Security Council ageinst rescrt to

military ferce in the pettlsment of the Pelestine questicon shell

henceforth be scrupulously respected by both Partles,

2, Ho aggreasive action by the armed forces = land, ssa, or air =

of either Party shell be underteken, plamed, or threatened agalnat
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tha people or the armed forces of the other; it being understood
that tue use of tho term "plemned" in this ccntext has no bearing
on rerral staff pleanning as gerernlly practised in military
orcanizations.

3, The right of each Party to ibs security and freedom frcm fear

[¢]

{ atteck by the armed forcss of the other sbkall be fully respected.

=

. The establishment of an armistice between the armed forces of

D

he two Parties is accepted 2s an indispensable step toward the
i

ot

(=

uidation of armed conflict and the vestoretion of peace in

o
1

aetine.

"y
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Viith a specific view o the implementation of the resolution of the
Security Council of 16 November 1948, the follewirg prirciples and purposse
are affirmsd, ‘
1. The princinle trat no mili%ary or political advantage should
te galned under the tyuce ordersd vy the Security Council is
recognized,
2 It is also recognized that no provision of this Agreement shall
in any way prejudice the rights, claims and positions of elther
Party hereto in the ultimate peaceful settlement of the Palestine
ouestion;
{a) The provisions of this agreement being dictated
exclngively vy militery considerations.
. Article IIT
1. In pursuance cf tke foregoing principles and of the resolﬁtion of the
Socurity Council of 16 Novembver 1948, a general armistice betuween the srmed
forces of the tvo Parties - land, see and air - is hereby established.
2. Yo element of the land, sea or air mllitery or para-~military forces

o

of either Party, including non~reguler forces, shell commit any warlike
or hostile act against the military or para-military forceé of the othex
Party, or against civiliens in territory under the control of that Party;
or shall advence beyond or rass over for any purpose whatsosver the
Arnlstice Demarcation Line set forth in Article V of thin Agreement; or
enter into or pase through the alr space of the other Party or through the
vaters within three miles of the ccastline of the other Part:;‘.
3. Tlio warlike act or act of hostility shell be conducted from territory
controlled Dy one of the parties to this Agreement agalnst the other FParty.
Article IV .
1. The line deacribed in Article V of this Agreewment .slmll te denignated
az the Armistice Temarcation Line and is delineated In pursuence of the

[purpose
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purpose and intent of the resclutions of the Security Council of
16 November 1948, '
2, The taszic purpose of the Armistice Demarcation Line is to delineate
the line beyond which the armed forces of the respective Parties shall
not move, '
3. DRules and reguletions of the armed forces of the Parties, which
pr-hivit civilians from crossing the Tighting lines or entering the area
between the lines, shall remain in effect after the signing of this
Agreenent with application to the Armistice Demarcation Line defined in
Axticle V.

Article V ,
1. The Armistlice Demarcation Line should follow the international
boundary between Lebanon and Palestine.
2. In the region of the Armistice Demarcation Line the military forces
of the Parties shall consist of defensive forces only as i3 defined in
the Annex to this Agreement.

3. VWithdrawal of forces to the Armistice Demarcation Line and their
reduction to defensive strength in accordance with the preceding
paragreph shell be completed within ten days of the signing of this
Agreement. 1In the same way the removal of mines from mined roads and
arees evacuated Ey either Party and the transmission of plens showing the
a location of such minefislds to the other Party shall be compléted within
the seme period.
. Article VI
All prisoners of war detained by either Party to this Agreement and

belonging to the armed forces, regular or irregular, of the other Perty
shall be exchanged as follows:

1. The exchenge of prisoners of war shall be under United Nations
supervision and control throughout. The exchange shall take place
at Ras En Naqura within twenty-four hours of the signing of this
Agreement. i )

2. Prisoners of war ageinst whom a pensl prosecution may be pending,
as well as those sentenced for crime or other offense, shall be
ineluded in this exchange of prisoners.

3. All articles of personal use, valuables, letters, documents,
identification marks, snd other personal effects of w-ﬁstever nature,
belonging to prisgoners of war who are being eXchanged, shall be
returned to them, or, if they heve escaped or died, to the Party

to whose armed forces they belonged. '

[ ALL matYOTS
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L,  All matters not specifically regulated in this Agzeement shall
be decided in accordance with the principles laid down in the
Internetional Convention Relating to the Treatment of Prisoners of
Var, signed at Geneva on 27 July 1929.
5. The Mixed Armistice Commlssion established in Article VII of
this Agreement shall assune responsibility for locating missing
peraons, whether military or civilian, within the areas controlled
by each Party, to facilitaite their expeditious exchange. Each Party
undertalkes to extend to the Commission full co-operation and assistance
in the discharge of this function. '
1. The execution of the provisgions of this Agreement shall be supervised
by a Mixed Aimistice Commission composed of seven members, of whom each
Party to this Agreement shall designate three, snd whose Chaiyman shell be
the United Nations Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization
or a senior officer from the Observer personnel of that Orzanization
designated by him following consultatjon with both Parties to this
Agreement. o
2. The Mixed Armistice Commission shall meintain its headguarters at the
" Trontier post North of Metulla and the Lebanese frontier post at En Nagoura,
and shall hold its meetings at such places and at such times as 1t may.
deem necessary for the effective conduct of 1ts work.
3. The Mixed Armistice Commission shall be convened in its first meeting
by the United Nations Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization
not later than one week Tollowing the signing of this Agreement.
L. Decisions of the Mixed Armistice Commission, to the extent pcssible,A
shall be based cn the principle of unanimity. In the absence of unanimity,
decisions shall be taken by a majority vete of the members of the Commission
rresent and vobting, .
5. The Mixed Armistice Ccrmission shall formulate its ovm rules of
rrocedure. Meetings shall be held only after due notice to the members
by the Chairmen. The quorum for its meetings shall be a majority of its
members.
6. The Commission skall be empowered to employ Observers ,  who may be
from among the military orgsnizations of the Parties or from the military
personnel of the United Nations Truce Supervision Ovgenization, or from
both, in such munbers as may be considered essentiasl to the performance
of its functions. In the event United Nations Observers should be so
employed, they shall remein under the command of the United Nations Chief
of Staff of the Truce Supervision Orgenization. Assignments of a general

el
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or special nature given to United Netions Observers attached to the Mired
Armistice Commission shall be subject to approval by the United Nations
Chief of Staff or his designated representative on the Commission, whlichever
is serving as Chairman.
T. Claims or complaints presented by either Party releting to the
apolicaticn ¢f this Agreement shall be referred immediately to the Mixed
Armistice Cormlesion through its Chailrmen. The Commission shall take such
action on all such claims or complaints by means of its cbeervation and
investigation machinsery as it may deem appropriate, with a view to equitable
and musually satisfactory settlement.
8. Vhere interpretation of the meaning of a particular provision of
this Agreement, other than the Preamble end Articles I and ITI, 1is at issue,
the Commission's interpretation shall prevail, subJect to the right of
appeal as provided In paragraph 4. The Commission, in its discretion and
as the need arises, mey from time to time recommend to the Parties
modifications in the provisions of this Agreement.
9. The Mixed Avmistice Commission shall submit *+o both Parties reports
on its activities as frequently as 1t may consider necessary. A copy of
each such report shall be presented to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations for transmission to the appropriste orgen or agency of
the United Nations. .
10. Merwbers of the Commission end its Observers shall be accorded such
freedom of movement and access in the areas covered by this Agreement as
the Commission mey determine to be necessary, provided that when such
decisions of the Commission are reached by a majority vote United Netions
Observers only shall be employed.
1l. Thke expenses of the Cormission, other than those relating to United
Nations Observers, shall be apportioned in equal shares between the two
Parties to this Agreement.

Article VIIT
1. The present Agreement is not subject to ratification esnd shall come
into force immediately upon being signed.
2. This Agreement, heving been negotisted and concluded in puresuance of
the resolution of the Security Council of 16 November 1048 calling for the
establishrent of an Ammilstice in order to eliminate the threat to the peace
in Palestine and to facilitate the transition from the present truce to
DPermanent peace in Palestine, shsll remein in force until a peaceful
settlement between the Parties 1s achieved, except as provided in
baragraoh 3 of this Article.

/2., The Parties
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3. The Parties to this Agresment xay, by mutual consent, revise this
Agreenent ox any »f ivs provisions, or may suspend its applicaticn, other
than Articles I and III, at any time, In the absence of mutuel agreement and
after this Agreement has been in effect for cne year from the date of its
signing, elther of the Parties may call upon the Secretary-Generval of
the United Fations to convoke a conference of representatives of the two
Parties for the purpose of reviewing, revising or suspending any of the
provisions of this Agreement other than Articles I and IIT. Participation
in such conference shall be obligatory upon the Parties.
k. If the conference provided for in pamgraph 3 of this Article does not
result in an agreed solution of a point in dispute, either Perty may bring’
the matier before the Security Councll of the United Nations for the relief
sought on the grounds that this Agreement has been concluded in pursuance
of Security Councll sction toward the =nd of achieving peace in Palestine.
5. This Agreement is signed in quintuplicate, of which one copy shall be
retalned by each Party, two coples commmnicated to the Secretary-General
o the United Nations for transmission to the Security Council and to the
United Vatioms Conciliation Commission on Palestine, and one copy to the
Acting Mediator in Palestine. ' ]

Dore at Ras En Nagoura cn 23 March 1949 in the presence of the
Personal Deputy of the United Nations Acting Mediator in Palestine and
the United Mations Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization.

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE

COVERNMENT CF LEBANON GOVERNMENT OF ISRAZL
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ANNEX
Nefinition of Derensive Forces
I. The militaxy defensive forces referred to in Article V, paregraph 2,
shall net exceed:
1. In the case of the Lebanon:

(1) Two battalions and two companies of Lebanese regular
aryy infantry, one field battery of four guns and cne company
cof twelve light armoured cars ermed with machine guns and six
light tanks armed with light guns (20 vehicles).
Total: 1500 officers and enlisted men.
{(2) ©No other militaxy forces than those mentioned in (1)
above, shell be employed south of the genmeral line Elguasmie
Nabatiye Ett Tahta Hasbaiya.
2. In the casz of Israel:

(1) One infantryy battalicn, one support company with six
mortars and six machire guns, one reconnaissance company
with six armoured cars and six ammoured Jeeps, one batt.éry
of field artillery with four guns, one platoon of field
enginsers ard sexvice units as guartermester and ordnance,
total not to exceed 1500 officers snd enlisted men.
(2) No other milit.ry forces than those mentioned in 2 (1)
above shall be employed north of the genersl line Nahariya
Tarshisra Jish Marus. ’

II. There shall be no restriction of movement imposed on either side in

conznection with the supply end/or movenent of these defensive forces

beaind the Demarcation Line.




