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SECURITY CONSEIL 3 February 1549
COUNCIL DE SECURITE ORIGINAL: ZNGLISE

CABLEGRAM DnTED 2 FEBRUARY 1949 FROM THE ACTING MEDIATOR TO THE
SECRETARY -GENERAL

For President Security Council:

I have the honour to inform you that the following imvitation to
armistice negotiations has been sent by me on 30 January to all of the
Arab States other than Egypt.

"In pursuance of the Security Council resolution of 16 November 1948
callipg upon the parties in the Palestine conflict to enter into negotiations
looking towerd the immediate establishment of an armistice end my previous
commmications to vou on this subject, I herewith extend to you a formsl
invitation to wndertcke within the next ten deys negotistions under United
Mations Cheirmanship concerning the implementation of the resolution of
16 November. This invitation is being extended simulitsnecusly to all of the
Arsh States other than Egyot, whick is now engeged in such pegotiations at
Phodes. I am extending this imvitation in my capacity as Acting Mediator
and not as Chairmen of the current Egypiian/Isreeli negotiations. With
reference to the negotiations now going on at Rhodes I must inform you that
a21tbough rapid progress was achieved in the early steges and significent
accords reached, important differences relating specifiically to the
implementation of the resolution of the Security Council of 4 Hovember 1648,
must be resolved before zn ermistice agreement can be signed here.

"1 wouid suggsst Iihoées as the piace for the ne;otiation;'s because it is
neubral ground and has all necessary facilities, but eny other place which
might appesr more suitable to the pa~ties would be seriously considered.
United Hations plans can be placed at the disposal of the Delegations for
regilar transpart to end from Rhodes skould this place be agreed upen.

"If thiz mest earnest invitation is favourcbly received it will be for
the Lreb States themselves te docide whether such negotiations should we
entered into collectively or seperately. In view of the different problems
involved, they might be carried on seperately bubt simultensously at the
saz2 place.

"I will deeply aporeciate an indication of your reaction to this
invitation within the next few devs, including your views as to whether
the necctintions should te on a collective or separate kesls, and the
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earliest date on vwhich they might begin,
"If the need should arise for consultotion on any aspect of this
invitaticn I shell be glad to senmd a personal emissary to you for this

purpose."

Ralph Bunche
Acting Mediator
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