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IETTER DATED 24 JANUARY 1940 FROM TER SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE FRESITENT
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF A RESOLUTION CCNCERNING
THE PALESTINE QUESTION ADOFTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS
_ 186TH MEETING ON 11 TECEMBER 1943

. 2l January 1949
T have the honour to transmit herewith the text of the resolution

concerning Palestine which was adopted by the General Assembly at its 186th
mecting on 11 December 1948.

I have the honour to request you to be so good as to bring this

resolution to the attention of the Security Council.

(signed) Trygve Lie;

Secretary-General
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PALF3TING: FPRCGREIE REPORT OF THTL UNITED NATIONS MEDIATCR

Recolution 2donted by the General Aczenbly at its

185th wlenory mesting, 11 December 1948
[AL GENMERAL AS3:liBLY,
JAVING CONSIDER-D FUERTHCR the situation in Palestine,

1. ZUPRES3ES it deep cppreciation of the proaress achisved through
the cocd cffices of the late United Nations Mediator in nrcmoting a
neaceful =d justrent of the future situvation of Palestine, for which
cause ne sacrificed his life; and

EXTENLS its thenks to the Acting Mediator and his staff for their

inued efforts and devotion to duty in Palestine;

. ESTABLISHES 2 Conciliation Commission consisting of three States

iiembers of the United Nations which shall have the following functions:
(=) To assume, in so far as it considers pecessary in existing
circumstances, the funcitions given to the United Nations Mediator
on Palestine by resolution 186 (3-2) of the General Assembly of
14 Mey 1948;
(b} To carry out the specific functions and directives given to
it by the present resolution and such additional functions and
directives as may be asiven to it by the General Assembly or by
the Security Council;

(c) To undertzke, upon the request of the Security Council, any

~7 the function:t

igned to the United Nations Mediator on

Zzlestine or %o ths United Hztions Truce Commission by resolutions

i Council; upon such request to the Conciliation
Cermission b the Security Council with respect to 21l the
renzining functions of the United Nations Mediator on Palestine

unéer 3ecurity Council resolutions, the office of the Mediator

3h21l be terminated;

VAN

. DECIDES thet a Committee of the Assembly, consisting of China,

2y

Frence, the Uplon of Sovist Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom and
h

ct

12 Un.iueg States of America, shall present, before the end of the

Tiret vart of the orecent session of the General Assembly, for the

P oLhe

amroval of the fusembly, & nronoscl concerning the names of the three
Jbobes which will constitute the Conciliation Commission;

%, REQUDITS the Comnmizsion to begin 1ts functioms at once, with a
vie; to the egtovlizhment of contact between the parties themselves

cod toe Commisoicn at the eurliest nossivle date;

3. CATLZ UPOM the Governments and euthorities concerned to extend the
sre of Lo negotiations »rovided for in the Security Councill's
rezolvution of 10 Uovember 1748 and to seek agreement by negotietions

N :+

coneucted either vith the Conciliation Commission or directly with e
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6. INSTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to tulic steps to zssist the
Governments and authorities concerned to achicve o finnl scttlement of
2ll questions outstonding between them;

7. RESOLVES thet the Holy Places - including Ilazareth -, religious
buildings and sites in Palestine should be protected and free azccess to
them assured, in occordance with existing rights and historiccl
practice; thot arrangements to this end should be under effective
United Nations supervision; that the United Wotions Conciliation
Commission, in »resenting to the fourth regular session of the Genercl
Assembly its detailed proposal for & permanent internctionzal regime for
the territory of Jerusalem, should include recommendations concerning
the Holy Places in that territory; that with regord to the Holy Places
in the rest of Palestine the Commission should call upon the political
authorities ofbthe areas concerned to give appropriate formal guarantecs
as to the protection of the Holy Places and access to them; and that
these undertakings should be presented to the Gencrol Assembly for
approval;

8. EESOLVES that, in view of its association with three world

religions, the Jerusalem area, including the present municipelity of

Jerusalem plus the surrounding villages and towns, the rost eastern of

wvhich shall be Abu Dis; the most southern, Bethlehen; the most western,

Ein Kerim (including also the built-up area of Hotsa); and the most

northern, Shu'fat, should be accorded special and sevarate treatment

from the rest of Pzlestine and should be nlaced under effcctive

(nited Nations control;

REQUESTS the Security Council to take further steps to ensure the
demilitarization of Jerusalem at the earliest possible date;

INSTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to present to the fourth regular
session of the General Assembly detailed provosals for a permanent
international regime for the Jerusalem area which will provide for the
maximum local autonomy for distincti?e growys consistent with the s»ecial
intermational status of the Jerusalem arees;

The Conciliation Commission is authorized to appoint o United Hotions
representative, who shall co-operate with the locazl authorities with respect
to the interim administration of the Jerusalem zrez;

9. RESCLVES that, pending agreement on mors detailed arrangenments

ziong the Governments and authorities concerned, the freest nossible

zceess to Jerusalem by road, rail or air should be eccorded to zll
inhcbitants of Palestine.

/INSTRUCTS
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IIISTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to report immediztely to the
Security Council, for appropriete action by thet organ, any attempt by any

Darty to imrede such access;

1¢. INSTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to seek arrangements among -
the Govermments and authorities concerned which will facilitate the
cconomic development of the area, including wrrangements for access
to ports and 2irfields and the usc of transportation and communication
facilitiess:
11. RESOLVES that the refugees wishing to return to their homes and
live at peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do sc at the
earliest practicable date, and that compensation should Te paid for the
property of those choosing not fto return end for loss of or damage to
vroperty which, under principles of international law or in equity,
should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible;
INSTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to facilitate the repatriation,
resettlement and economic and social rehabilitation of the refugees and the
payment of compensation, and to maintain close relatiéns with the Director
of the United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees and, through him, with
the appropriate organs and agencies of the United Nations;
12.. AUTHORIZES the Conciliation Commission to appoint such subsidiary

bodies and to employ such technical experts, acting under its authority,

as it may Tind necessary for the effective discharge of its functions

and responsibilities under the present resolution;

The Conciliation Commission will have its official headquarters at
Jerusalerm. The authorities responsible for meintaining order in Jerusalem
will be responsible for taking a2ll measures necessary to ensure the security
of the Commission. The Secretary-Ceneral will prévide a limited number of
guards for the protection of the staff and premises of the Commission;

13. INSTRUCTS the Conciliation Commission to render progress reports
veriodically to the Secretary-General for transmission to the

Security Council and to the Members of the United Nationms; .

1. CALIS UPCN all Governments and authorities concerned to co-operate
with the Conciliation Commission and to tezke all possible steps to
zssist in the implementation of the present resolution;

15, FREQUESTS the Secretary-General to provide the necessary staff

and fecilities and to make epvropriate arrangements to provide the

necessary funds required in carrying out the terms of the present
resolution,




