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PRELIMINARY REP7RT DATED 25 CCTCEER 1948 FRCM THE ACTING MEDIATCR
FOR PALESTINE TG THE SECISTARY~-GENERAL ON OBSERVANCE
CF THE TRUCE IN THE NEGEB AND IN TEE LEBANESE SECTOR

I have the ‘honour to sutmit the following report for transmission to
the President of the Security Council.
I. THEE NEGEB
1. Ir accordancg with the ASecu:t'i‘by Council's resolution of 19 Octoter
regarding the redent fighting in the Negeb, both sides acceptéd a
cease-fire effective 28 from 1200 hours GMI, 22 Octoter. - The Chief of
Staff of the Truce Supervision informed mé by cable dispatched on
22 Octcter that United Nations Senior Military Observers with the Egyptian
ermy and in Tei A\}iv, respeéti*rely, were instructed %o give the aree the
widest coverage possible. The Chief of Staff has subsequently dispatched
to me a number of reports concerning the post-cease-fire situation in the
Negeb, which are summarized as follows:
2. Cr 23 October the Senior United Mations Military Observer at Gaza
reported statements from Egyptian military authorities
(a) that on 23 October at 0655 hours GMI' Jewish attacks continued in
the vicinity of Beit Hanun and that Jéwiéh forces were mining the
Gaza-Ma jdal road; .
(v) +that on 23 Cctober at 1135 hours GMF, Jewish attacks were
continuing in an area 8 kilometers southeast of E1 Faluja;
.(c) that on the worning of 23 Cctober, Jewish forces attacked and
captured the villages of Beiraben, Zakariya, Ajur and Ed Dawayima,
and positions in an area 8 kilometers southeast of E1 Faluje and
Kn. Megrah Esh Sherif 6 kilometers northeast of Bir Asluj on the
Beersheba road.
3. Gaza Observers were u.néble to check on these allegations owing to the

fact tkat the roads were blocked bty the combatants.
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b, Tns renresentatlve of the Actlns Mediator in Cairo reports thet he was
informed on 23 Octcber by the Egyptian wilitary authorities that the Israeli
forces had launghed a "strong general offensive on the whole (Negeb) front“
.- on the night of 22 October. He was also informed that on the night of
22-23 October at 1130 hours "Jewish gunboats sunk Egyptian cruiser
King Farouk"”. 'The Egyptian authorities stated that if the sttacks did not
cease effectively by 2000 hours (local time) they would consider tbemsalves
free to "tzke any necessary action for the defence of Egyptian Torces and
positions”.
5. In a later message also gent on 23 October the representative of the
Acting Mediator in Cairo reported that “"having been informed Genersl Riley
expected in Negeb tomorrow Minister War agrees to postponsment {of aﬁy action)
in order to aake possible peaceful settlement difficulties”. A
6. The following cable from the United Nations Chief of Steff of the Truce
Supervision is the report of Tel Aviv Observer teams in the Néééb an
22 to 23 October: -
"Following is ... réport from Tel Avi§-0bsérver teams in

Negeb on 22-23 October. 22 October Delraban evacuated by

Egyptians and area guiet., . Negeb generally quiet except for

sporadic fire. (Observer) tesms at Deirsban and in sector eaat

of Julls Gaza road. 23 October: 1215Z Israe11 machine guns

vicinity Beit Hanun Tired on Egyptian trucks trying to escaps

from AL Majdal. Negeb area observed guiet otherwiss. (Observer)
teaws on Julis Gaza roed and to Beershebe. 2k Octooer will be
- 1imited to two tesms. One will be vicinity Beit Hanun. Teams

are allowed to stay only during daylight hours and in predetermined
locatvions”. .
71- Orr 2L October the Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision met the
General Officer Commending the Egyptien Forces in Gaza and discussed with
him the situation in the Negeb with & view to maintaining the cease-fire and-
settling ocutstending differences.
8. - United Nations Observers who visited various parts of‘@hé Negeb front
since 22 October, including a visit fto Beersheba on 23 October, reported

"only sporadic bursts of fire and no evidence of attacks". Observations,

hewaver, were not complete since they were limited to deylight hours and to
pre-determined places, and the teams were required by the Israeli authorities

to return to Tel Aviv before darkness.
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9.  On 2k Jetoher all Chserxve: t.rnmo from Tel Aviv were denied access to
the Negel «nd the southern front., A later message dispatched from
Truce Supervision Headquarters late on 24 October stated that the Israeli
mi. *tary ethorities declared that this denial was an error and that
Observers would be able to visit the Negeb on 25 October.

10. Ir his deily report of 24 October the Chief of Staff reported thet
the "Egryoticn corvetie King Faroulr was sunk at sbout 2219302 by atback of
Jewish expiosive laden motorboat".

1

1l. On 25 Cctober the re—-regentative of the Acting Medlator in Cairo

Informed me thet he had receivea the follow_:j.ng meszage from the Prime
Minister ot POizaal o o
"1. Jews atill attacking Egyptian forces at Beit Gibrin and

Beit Hopoun ond other places. 2. Since Egyptien Govermment issued
ceass-Tive order which was carried out, Jews have seized opportunity
to efrence endé fren strategic positlions command the road Magdeli-Beltd
Gibrin-Knalil. 3. We receiveé mespage from Egyptian offlcer
comnanding troops saying that Jews in spite of General Riley's
decicicn have rofused to withdrew to October lhth positions. )
4. Z:ive Jewish gunboats apnearced vefore Gaza and Nagdal menécj_flg
Egyptian positicns theve., hese must be comar;.ded to withdraw
immediately, 5. Unless Mediator orders Jeuws to ceause fire and
veluzz %o Cotober L4th poritions in order to secure safety our roads,
the FzrpSian Covernmwens will be forced vo secure these roads within
twenty Tour hours of receipt of this message by Senor Azcarate",

I, FIGRTIG IN PHE LIPAIESE SECTCR

12, 0325 Ociober the Chief of Staff reported that according to Israeli

revorts | Lebenecs fomins had atbacked on the night of 21-22 October in

the Al Menare area, § kilometers south of Metullah, and thet fighting

continueé on 22 October. .Accorling to the same reports the Lebanese

forces had czapbured Fill Shanhab and thyee adjacent 1i11s commanding the

€y

orday 7aller »oad., ‘The United Hations Observers at Tiberias were not

o

11cuzsd b7 Jevish 1isison officers to visit this area on the grounds that
it was wvmeclo. '

73, 2. 22 O:ztober the United Hations Observers in Tyre reported that the
pre-ricua ~izht an 2120-2200 hours ¢ plane dropped four 2001b bombs and six
incendirsies on guonrbs east of Tyre.  According to this report two
civiliaus vers killed and two wounded. A more complete report is expected.
1, Ca 2] Ocvober et 2100Z hours, Colonel Baruch, Israell Liaison Officer,
inforues =hs THic? of Staff of thue Truce Supervision that the situation in
the nostl .., greve.
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5. Cn the same day at 1GLOZ the Senior United Naticns Militory Cbserver
at Tiberias reported to the Chief of Staff as follows:
"Returned to Tiverias at 1900 after entire day in linss from
Rauvkji ond Jewish forces. Situation slong entire front of Lebanese
forcez grave, Heavy fighting continues along northern end of line
Trem Nebi Yusha to one xilometer north of Mansra. Ksukji in person
accapted cease-fire order from Sunmo Tideries effective 1600 today.
devs refused to accept order, and continued firing for threze hours
with 211 weapons‘including artillery. Kaukji 2lso accepted order to

withdraw his forces within own side of truce line pending =zcceptance

(@]

T cense=fire order by Jews. Kaukji forces now two kilcmeters east
of agreed truce line and have’ cut Nabi Yushz-Menara rcad in three
pleces and have mined road. = KoukJji will not keeP agreemsnt on
ire or withdrawal order after 1900 todny since Jews continued
firiﬁg a2nd refused %o *ecogﬁfze order. My Observers will spend entirs
ey tomorrow In position to observe and report situation by radioc.

4

Will zeep you informed by rodio scmorvow”.

4. The Chief of Staff of the Trucé Supervision promptly regquested the

]

rovizionzl Goverament of Isrzel to instruct its militery zuthorities
scrupulously to chzerve the truce order by the Security Council =2nd %o

co-operate V’uh ‘the United Nations Observers towerd bringing about an

effective cense- ffve This message of the Chief of Staff was conveyed
o Mr. Shilogh of the Provisionsl Government of Israel who promised o

contect the Israelf m_lltarv authoritiesbiummdiately.
17. Sirultaneously the Chief of Staff of ths Truce Supervision sent to
the Lebarese Miniater of Foreig. Affairs the following ressage:
"IN Observers heve renorted on greve situztion a2lcng entire
Lebenese frent. Jewish linison officars have also drawn attention

qu r*er" on some *ﬂtu?tvon, indicating that Koukji may be

ndg
talking indeps rdeny nétion. ° Under Security Council resolution of

urderioken oy 2ny force ko-nppvzting with Lebonese forces in the part
5f Zalestine ocoupnied by them. In view of gravity of situstion I
aormeztly requost Lebonese Goveroment to inatruct 211 military.

anthoritics oper-ting in Lebness ssctor, including non-Lestanese,

(\

serupelously o sbferve truce crdered by Security Council end to

so=crerate with UN Observers in order to bring sbout effcctive

ceare-2ire, Investigation of any complaint from either side
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regerding violzticn of terms of truce will be carried out as soon
as cease~Tire effective and necessary decision will be issued.

Scus representations rede in Tel Aviv'.

Relph J. Bunchs
* Acting Mediator

25 Qctober 1948
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