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2013/33. Therule of law, crime prevention and criminal justicein
the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015

The Economic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the follogv draft
resolution:

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its commitment to the purposes and principleshaf Charter
of the United Nations and international law,

Reaffirming also its commitments contained in resolution 55/2 of
8 September 2000, entitled “United Nations Millemmi Declaration”, and
resolution 65/1 of 22 September 2010, entitled “gieg the promise: united
to achieve the Millennium Development Goals”,

Reaffirming further the declaration of the high-level meeting of the
General Assembly on the rule of law at the naticarad international levels,

Noting the report on the General Assembly thematic debatdrugs and
crime as a threat to developménteld in New York on 26 June 2012,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General entitlecc¢Alerating
progress towards the Millennium Development Goalgtions for sustained
and inclusive growth and issues for advancing tinééd Nations development
agenda beyond 20154nd the report of the United Nations system tasknt
on the post-2015 United Nations development agesrtétled “Realizing the
future we want for all”,

! General Assembly resolution 67/1.
2 Available on the website of the President of tlm&al Assembly at its sixty-sixth session.
% A/67/257.
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Reiterating that the advancement of the rule of law at theomatl and
international levels is essential for sustained amdusive economic growth,
sustainable development, the eradication of povary hunger and the full
realization of all human rights and fundamentaleffems, including the right
to development, all of which in turn reinforce thde of law,

Reiterating also that transnational crime must be addressed inr&dpect
for the principle of the sovereignty of States amdccordance with the rule of
law as part of a comprehensive response to promotable solutions through
the promotion of human rights and more equitablei@aonomic conditions
and, in that regard, stressing again the importaoc@ncouraging Member
States to develop, as appropriate, comprehensiiraecprevention policies
based on an understanding of the multiple factbed tontribute to crime and
to address such factors in a holistic manner, wieibephasizing that crime
prevention should be an integral element of stri@®do foster social and
economic development in all States,

Recalling its resolution 67/189 of 20 December 2012, enditle
“Strengthening the United Nations crime preventiand criminal justice
programme, in particular its technical cooperato@apacity”, and its resolution
67/186 of 20 December 2012, entitled “Strengthenting rule of law and the
reform of criminal justice institutions, particulgrin the areas related to the
United Nations system-wide approach to fightingnsmational organized
crime and drug trafficking”,

Recalling also the resolution of the Ninth United Nations Congrem
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offnsd on the
recommendations of the Congress on its four subistanopics, including the
topic “International cooperation and practical teal assistance for
strengthening the rule of law: promoting the Unitddtions crime prevention
and criminal justice programmé”as endorsed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 50/145 of 21 December 1995, as wellhes\tienna Declaration on
Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of theeriy-first Century,
adopted by the Tenth United Nations Congress orPtleention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders, in 2000, and endorsgdhe Assembly in its
resolution 55/59 of 4 December 2000, and the Bakgkreclaration on
Synergies and Responses: Strategic Alliances inm€riPrevention and
Criminal Justice, adopted by the Eleventh Unitedidlass Congress on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice, in 2005, and esddrby the Assembly in its
resolution 60/177 of 16 December 2005,

Recalling further the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategi
for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Crirhidastice Systems and
Their Development in a Changing Wordn which Member States, inter alia,
recognized the centrality of crime prevention ahd triminal justice system
to the rule of law and that long-term, sustainal@eonomic and social
development and the establishment of a functionifficient, effective and
humane criminal justice system have a positiveuiafice on each other,

Mindful of Economic and Social Council resolutions 2004631321 July
2004, 2005/21 of 22 July 2005 and 2006/25 of 2% 006 on strengthening

4 See A/ICONF.169/16/Rev.1, chap. |, resolution &t.de
5 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.
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the rule of law and the reform of criminal justigestitutions, as well as the
assistance activities of the United Nations crimevention and criminal
justice programme in that area, including in postdtict reconstruction,

Acknowledging that the United Nations standards and norms imeri
prevention and criminal justice are important toéds establishing fair and
effective criminal justice systems that are ensédinn the rule of law and that
their use and application in the provision of teiclah assistance should be
enhanced, as appropriate,

Sressing the importance of a well-functioning, efficientif, effective
and humane criminal justice system as the basisafosuccessful strategy
against transnational organized crime, corruptitarforism, drug trafficking
and other forms of trafficking,

Bearing in mind that the rule of law includes fostering respeat dorule
of law culture and the legislative, executive andigial institutions needed to
make and administer effective laws, and fosteringstt and confidence that
law-making will be responsive to the concerns apdds of the population and
that the administration of law will be just, efferit and transparent,

Recognizing the importance of ensuring that women, on the daxi
equality of men and women, fully enjoy the benefifsthe rule of law and
committed to using law to uphold their equal riglatsd ensure their full and
equal participation,

Concerned by urban crime, acknowledging the need for stronge
coordination between security and social policiegh a view to addressing
the root causes of urban crime, and recognizingdihect relevance of urban
safety as a prerequisite to sustainable urban dpweént and the attainment of
the Millennium Development Goals,

Acknowledging the call of mayors and other stakeholders at tix¢hs
session of the World Urban Forum, held in Naplealyl in September 2012,
as part of the Global Network on Safer Cities, fotensified efforts to
strengthen the integrity of the safer cities appiody means of international
cooperation and United Nations system-wide guidediron safer cities and
financing mechanisms for safer cities,

Noting the work of the High-level Panel of Eminent Persoon the
Post-2015 Development Agenda, and in particularithgortance given to the
rule of law and access to justice, as well as tu$ on data availability and
better accountability in measuring progress, asresged by the Panel at its
meeting in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia, from 25 toN&rch 2013,

Noting with appreciation the establishment by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations system task force on transnaficrganized crime and
drug trafficking as threats to security and stabilfor the purpose of
developing within the United Nations system an efifiee and comprehensive
approach to transnational organized crime and drogfficking, and
reaffirming the crucial role of Member States aflaeted in the Charter of the
United Nations,

Noting the strategic priorities for the period 2013-20d6the United
Nations Development Group,

Sressing the importance of the rule of law, both nationalgnd
internationally, as an essential element in addngsand preventing organized
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crime and corruption, and noting that the rule aflrequires strong and
efficient justice sector coordination, as well amination with other United
Nations offices and activities,

Convinced that the rule of law and development are strorigtgrrelated
and mutually reinforcing and that crime preventiamd criminal justice
elements that support the rule of law should them=fbe considered in
implementing the post-2015 international developtregenda,

1. Recognizes the cross-cutting nature of the rule of law, crime
prevention and criminal justice and development] aacommends that such
linkages and interrelationships be properly addedssnd further elaborated;

2. Notes with appreciation the decision to hold a special event at the
sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly tdof@l up on efforts made
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goatal to deliberate on the
post-2015 development agenda,;

3. Underscores that the post-2015 development agenda should be
guided by respect for and promotion of the rule lafv, and that crime
prevention and criminal justice have an importasierin that regard;

4. Sresses the need for a comprehensive approach and further
involvement of the States members of the CommissionCrime Prevention
and Criminal Justice in the discussion leading tee tformation of the
post-2015 United Nations development agenda, iselocoordination with the
Economic and Social Council and other United Nadidiodies and entities,
fully taking into account the focus areas of thell®hnium Development
Goals;

5. Emphasizes that special attention should be placed on chdimuel
the work of the Commission, where appropriate, itlie discussions on the
post-2015 United Nations development agenda, irseleonsultation with
other stakeholders;

6. Notes that the main theme of the Thirteenth United Nasio
Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justioebe held in Qatar in
2015, is “Integrating crime prevention and criminalstice into the wider
United Nations agenda to address social and econarhallenges and to
promote the rule of law at the national and int¢ioreal levels, and public
participation”, and looks forward to fruitful disssions at the regional
preparatory meetings on that subject;

7. Welcomes the efforts of the United Nations Office on Drugad
Crime to assist Member States in improving systefos collecting and
analysing data on crime prevention and criminatipes at all levels, where
necessary, including gender-specific data, in otdepromote the rule of law,
crime prevention and criminal justice in the poétt3 development agenda;

8.  Also welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-General towards giesn
coordination and integration of rule of law assmsta, through the specialized
and relevant international organizations, in orderenhance predictability,
coherence, accountability and effectiveness invéeli of the rule of law at the
national and international levels, and encourageghér participation by the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in suchaagements, in particular,
with regard to police, justice and corrections;
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9. Urges Member States providing development assistance, in
particular to countries emerging from conflict, fecrease their assistance in
the areas of crime prevention and criminal justiged recommends that such
assistance could, upon request, include elemeiasing to strengthening the
rule of law;

10. Sressesthe importance of a comprehensive approach tcsitimmal
justice, incorporating the full range of judiciahd non-judicial measures to
ensure accountability and promote reconciliatiorileviprotecting the rights of
victims of crime and of abuse of power, highliglttim particular the work of
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in goging criminal justice
reforms and strengthening the rule of law at théiomal and international
levels in that context;

11. Also stresses that institutions of governance and the judicigdtem
should be gender-sensitive and that the full pgrétton of women needs to be
promoted;

12. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime tovide
substantive contributions to the United Nations Hum Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat) with regard to efforts to mggement the
development of United Nations guidelines on saféties, taking into
consideration the Guidelines for Cooperation andhfgcal Assistance in the
Field of Urban Crime PreventiSrand the Guidelines for the Prevention of
Crime, and to regularly inform Member States of the pesgr made in that
regard, with a view to receiving comments;

13. Invites the institutes of the United Nations crime preventand
criminal justice programme network to continue taclude in their work
programmes the issue of the rule of law, as weltaasonsider exploring the
challenges posed to the rule of law and developmentl to develop
appropriate training material;

14. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrgbtady
resources for the purposes described above, inrdance with the rules and
procedures of the United Nations;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakAddy
at its sixty-ninth session a report on the impletagon of the present
resolution.

47th plenary meeting
25 July 2013

6 Resolution 1995/9, annex.
" Resolution 2002/13, annex.
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