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2013/31. Strengthening crime prevention and criminal justice
responses to protect cultural property, especially with
regard to itstrafficking

The Economic and Social Council

Recommendgo the General Assembly the adoption of the follogv draft
resolution:

The General Assemhbly

Reaffirming its resolution 66/180 of 19 December 2011, enditle
“Strengthening crime prevention and criminal justicesponses to protect
cultural property, especially with regard to itafficking”,

Recallingthe United Nations Convention against Transnali@anized
Crime, adopted by the General Assembly in its ngtsmh 55/25 of 15 November
2000} as well as the United Nations Convention againstr@tion, adopted
by the Assembly in its resolution 58/4 of 31 OctoB603?

Recalling alsothe Convention on the Means of Prohibiting andvenging
the lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownergphbf Cultural Property,
adopted by the General Conference of the Unitediodat Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 14 NovemH&70? the Convention
on Stolen or lllegally Exported Cultural Objectslopted by the International
Institute for the Unification of Private Law on 24ine 1995 and the
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Propeity the Event of Armed
Conflict, adopted at The Hague on 14 May 1954nd the two Protocols
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thereto, adopted on 14 May 1954nd 26 March 1999, and other relevant

conventions, and reaffirming the necessity for th&ates that have not done
so to consider ratifying or acceding to and, ast&tgarties, implementing

those international instruments,

Alarmedat the growing involvement of organized criminabgps in all
forms and aspects of trafficking in cultural propyeand related offences, and
observing that illicitly trafficked cultural propsr is increasingly being sold
through markets, including in auctions, in partaubver the Internet, and that
such property is being unlawfully excavated anttiilly exported or imported,
with the facilitation of modern and sophisticated¢hnologies,

Reiterating the need for credible and comparable data on wmiffe
aspects of trafficking in cultural property, incind the links with
transnational organized crime and the involvemenilliwit proceeds, as well
as good practices and challenges in this regard,

Recognizingthe indispensable role of crime prevention andmanal
justice responses in combating all forms and aspettrafficking in cultural
property and related offences in a comprehensivkedfective manner,

Welcomingthe recommendations of the joint discussion offfitriéing in
cultural property of the Working Group of Governmefxperts on Technical
Assistance and the Working Group on Internationaog@eration, held in
Vienna on 18 October 2012, as endorsed by the Genée of the Parties to
the United Nations Convention against TransnatioQeganized Crime in its
resolution 6/1 of 19 October 2072,

Taking note of the report of the Secretariat on technical stssice
provided to States in the application of the Unit¢ations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime to new forms and disa@ns of transnational
organized crimé&,including trafficking in cultural property, and g¢hreport of
the Secretariat on the application of the Unitedtibkes Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime by States partiesh wigspect to criminal
offences against cultural property,

Taking note alsoof the publication by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime of a digest of organized crime saseontaining a
compilation of cases with commentaries and lesstemrned, aimed at
providing policymakers and criminal justice praiters with an analysis of
concrete cases for the implementation of the Unitéations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, includinghwegard to trafficking in
cultural property,

Taking note furtheof the report of the Secretary-Genelal,

Recalling that the theme of the Thirteenth United Nationsn@®ss on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, to be heldQatar in 2015, will be
“Integrating crime prevention and criminal justidato the wider United
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Nations agenda to address social and economicerigdls and to promote the
rule of law at the national and international lesjednd public participation”,
and considering that one of the workshops at thexg@ess will focus on
comprehensive and balanced approaches to prevenadaquately respond to
new and emerging forms of transnational crime, sashrafficking in cultural
property,

Taking noteof the report of the Secretariat on the potenti@ity of and
improvements to the model treaty for the preventdrerimes that infringe on
the cultural heritage of peoples in the form of mble property;

1. RequestsMember States to continue their efforts to effeely
strengthen crime prevention and criminal justicepm@nses to protect cultural
property, especially with regard to its traffickingncluding within the
framework of the United Nations Convention agaifistnsnational Organized
Crime' and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criinatice;

2. Recallsits invitationto Member States, in its resolution 66/180, to
protect cultural property and prevent traffickingh isuch property by
introducing appropriate legislation, including, particular, procedures for its
seizure, recovery and return, as well as by prongptéducation, launching
awareness-raising campaigns, locating and inveimgrysuch property,
adopting adequate security measures, developingc#pacities and human
resources of monitoring institutions, such as tiedige and customs services,
and of the tourism sector, involving the media alisseminating information
on the theft and pillaging of cultural property;

3. Invites Member States to consider, as appropriate, revigwheir
legal frameworks, with a view to providing the masttensive international
cooperation possible to fully address the issuetraffficking in cultural
property, and also invites Member States to maladfitking in cultural
property, including stealing and looting at archlagécal and other cultural
sites, a serious crime, as defined in article 2hef United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, with a vigwfully utilizing that
Convention for the purpose of extensive internagiocooperation in fighting
all forms and aspects of trafficking in culturabperty and related offences;

4. Welcomesthe recommendations of the second meeting of the
open-ended intergovernmental expert group on ptimeagainst trafficking in
cultural property, held in Vienna from 27 to 29 &u2012;

5.  Requestghe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime tdicb
from Member States and relevant international orgaions information and
statistical data on trafficking in cultural propgrin particular on trafficking
that involves organized criminal groups, to analyfs&t information and report
on the findings to the Commission on Crime Prevemtand Criminal Justice
at its twenty-third session, and to develop in cioation with Member States
an appropriate research methodology to study thiffig in cultural property,
in particular the participation of organized criralrgroups;

6. Invites Member States that have not yet done so to conside
designating contact points to facilitate internagb cooperation within the
application of the United Nations Convention agaifisansnational Organized

1 UNODC/CCPCJ/EG.1/2012/2 and Add.1.
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Crime, for the purpose of preventing and combatirafficking in cultural
property, and to report such information to the tddiNations Office on Drugs
and Crime for inclusion in the directory of compmtt@ational authorities;

7. Requestshe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime totoue
to provide technical assistance to Member Statesha area of protection
against trafficking in cultural property and reldteffences, upon request and
in coordination with relevant international orgaations, such as the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgaation and the International
Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), includintegislative drafting
assistance in order to strengthen crime preventqord criminal justice
responses in this field, and to develop practicasistance tools for that
purpose;

8. Also requeststhe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,
within its mandate and in close cooperation withevant international
organizations, such as the United Nations Educatio&cientific and Cultural
Organization and INTERPOL, to raise awareness efifisue of trafficking in
cultural property and related offences at the ragloand international levels,
including in the context of its public service ammcements on organized
crime and through workshops, seminars and simi@nts, thereby promoting
synergies with the relevant entities of the Unitéations crime prevention and
criminal justice network;

9. Further requestghe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
create a portal on its website containing all doeuts, tools and relevant
information regarding trafficking in cultural progg produced by the Office,
including a link to the Database of National Cu#fuHeritage Laws of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur@rganization and the
INTERPOL database on stolen works of art;

10. Welcomesthe progress made in exploring the development of
guidelines on crime prevention and criminal justresponses with respect to
trafficking in cultural property, and stresses theed for their expeditious
finalization, bearing in mind the importance of theatter for all Member
States;

11. Requeststhe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
reconvene the expert group on protection againaffitking in cultural
property for Member States to review and revise dnaft guidelines, taking
into account an updated compendium from the Sede¢taf comments made
by Member States on the draft guidelines, with awito finalizing and
submitting the draft guidelines to the Commissiam @rime Prevention and
Criminal Justice at its twenty-third session;

12. Requestshe Secretariat, pursuant to resolution 6/1 of Cloaference
of the Parties to the United Nations Convention iagta Transnational
Organized Crime, entitled “Ensuring effective implentation of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational OrganiZeigne and the Protocols
thereto”! to bring the guidelines on crime prevention andménal justice
responses with respect to trafficking in culturabperty, after their adoption,

to the attention of the Conference of the Parties;
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13. Requestshe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime tmtioue
its review of the model treaty for the preventiohcoimes that infringe on the
cultural heritage of peoples in the form of movalpeperty taking into
account the views and comments expressed by Me®tses;' and requests
Member States and relevant international organiratithat have not yet done
so to submit to the Secretariat their commentshenmodel treaty;

14. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrgbtady
resources for the purposes described above, inrdance with the rules and

procedures of the United Nations;

15. Requeststhe Secretary-General to report to the Commission
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its twetitiyd session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

47th plenary meeting
25 July 2013
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