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2013/26. Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa
Development

The Economic and Social Council

Recallingthe outcomes of the World Summit for Social Deyatent, held in
Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 199&nd of the twenty-fourth special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “World Summit forckd Development and beyond:
achieving social development for all in a globaligiworld”, held in Geneva from
26 June to 1 July 200reaffirming the United Nations Millennium Declaian of
8 September 206Gnd the 2005 World Summit Outcorfiand recalling the high-
level plenary meeting of the General Assembly oa Millennium Development
Goals and its outcome documehthe United Nations Declaration on the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development of 16 Septemi2€02° General Assembly
resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002 on the finalieew and appraisal of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africatlire 1990s and support for the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development and thécmume document of the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable DevelopmenttledtiThe future we want”,

Recognizingthe commitments made with regard to meeting thecs) needs
of Africa at the 2005 World Sumnfiand reaffirmed in the political declaration on
Africa’s development needs adopted at the highdlemeeting held at United
Nations Headquarters on 22 September 2b@8d noting the conclusions of the
African Union Extraordinary Summit on EmploymentdaRoverty Alleviation in
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Africa, held in Ouagadougou on 8 and 9 Septembe@420including relevant
decisions of African Union summits related to thewN Partnership for Africa’s
Development,

Noting the full integration of the New Partnership forrish’s Developmerit
into the structures and processes of the Africamobrand the establishment of the
Planning and Coordinating Agency of the New Parshgr as a technical body of
the African Union to replace the secretariat of New Partnership,

Remaining concernedhat, while Africa continues to make steady pragre
towards attainment of the targets of the Millenniudevelopment Goals, this
progress is, however, not enough for all counttaesattain all of the Goals by 2015,
and in this regard emphasizing that concerted tff@and continued support are
required to fulfil the commitments to address tpedal needs of Africa,

Expressing deep concethat attainment of the social development objexgiv
may be hindered by the ongoing adverse impacts hef world financial and
economic crisis, volatile energy and food pricesl aiallenges posed by climate
change,

Recognizingthat capacity-building, knowledge-sharing and bestctices are
essential for the successful implementation of Nleav Partnership, and recognizing
also the need for continued support from the irdéonal community, partners of
the New Partnership and United Nations agenciexdntinue to work towards
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic groaviti development on the African
continent, and for greater synergy and effectiverdination between the New
Partnership and the international initiatives rethtto Africa, such as the Tokyo
International Conference on African Development-ozganized by the African
Union Commission, the United Nations, the United tiNias Development
Programme, the World Bank and the Government o&dap

Bearing in mindthat African countries have primary responsibilftyr their
own economic and social development, that the rofenational policies and
development strategies cannot be overemphasizedhaidhe development efforts
of such countries need to be supported by an emgbiihternational economic
environment, and in this regard recalling the suppgiven by the International
Conference on Financing for Development to the NRawtnership?

1. Takes notef the report of the Secretary-Genetal;

2.  Welcomesthe progress made by African countries in fulfifi their
commitments in the implementation of the New Parshg for Africa’s
Development to deepen democracy, human rights, good governamzk sound
economic management, and encourages African castwith the participation of
stakeholders, including civil society and the ptevaector, to intensify their efforts
in this regard by developing and strengthening iinbns for governance and
creating an environment conducive to attractingefgn direct investment for the
development of the region;

3. Also welcomeshe good progress that has been made in implemg thie
African Peer Review Mechanism, as reflected in igatar by the number of

° A/57/304, annex.
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countries that have signed up to participate inNrechanism, the completion of the
peer review process in some countries, the progrigssimplementing the
recommendations of those reviews in those countaied the completion of the
annual progress reports and self-assessment pesieske hosting of country
support missions and the launching of national pratory processes for the peer
review in others, and urges African States thatehaot yet done so to join the
Mechanism as a matter of priority and to strengttitenpeer review process so as to
ensure its efficient performance;

4. Recallsthe first session of the African Union ConfereradfeMinisters in
charge of Social Development, held in Windhoek fr@mto 31 October 2008, and
the second session of the Conference of Ministeedd in Khartoum from 21 to
25 November 2010 on the theme “Strengthening squadicy action towards social
inclusion”, welcomes the third session of the Coafece of Ministers, held in Addis
Ababa from 26 to 30 November 2012, and recalls his tregard the African
Common Position on Social Integration and the Soe@icy Framework for Africa,
both of which were endorsed by the Heads of Statk @overnment of the African
Union in February 2009, as well as the African CoomrPosition on the Human
Rights of Older Persons in Africa, the African CommPosition on Good Practices
in Family Policy Development and Implementationt fbe twentieth anniversary of
the International Year of the Family (2014), ane ttenewed Continental Plan of
Action on the African Decade of Persons with Diditileis (2010-2019), all of which
were endorsed by the Heads of State and Governm&nhe African Union in
January 2013;

5. Welcomesthe ministerial statement on the theme “Unleashitfgca’s
potential as a pole of global growth”, adopted hg tAfrican Union Conference of
Ministers of Economy and Finance and the Econommm@ission for Africa
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Plarmiand Economic Development
at their fifth joint meeting, held in Addis Ababeofn 22 to 27 March 2012, and the
consensus statement on the theme “Governing angebBaing natural resources for
Africa’s development” adopted at the eighth AfricBrevelopment Forum, held in
Addis Ababa from 23 to 25 October 2012;

6. Also welcomeghe efforts made by African countries and regioaal
subregional organizations, including the Africanibm to mainstream a gender
perspective and the empowerment of women and girthe implementation of the
New Partnership, including the implementation of tRrotocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Right&%omen in Africa;

7. Emphasizesthat the African Union and the regional economic
communities have a critical role to play in the iempentation of the New
Partnership, and in this regard encourages Africamntries, with the assistance of
their development partners, to increase and coatdirffectively their support for
enhancing the capacities of these institutions amgromote regional cooperation
and social and economic integration in Africa;

8. Also emphasizeghat progress in the implementation of the New
Partnership depends also on a favourable natiomdliaternational environment for
Africa’'s growth and development, including measurgs promote a policy
environment conducive to private sector developmamd entrepreneurship and to
the achievement of the Millennium Development Gopals

9. Further emphasizeshat democracy, respect for all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, including the right to depah@nt, transparent and
accountable governance and administration in attas of society and effective
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participation by civil society, including non-govanental and community-based
organizations, and the private sector are amongindespensable foundations for
the realization of social and people-centred sustilie development;

10. Emphasizeshat the increasingly unacceptable high levelpa@ferty and
social exclusion faced by most African countrieguiee a comprehensive approach
to the development and implementation of social andnomic policies, inter alia,
to reduce poverty, to promote economic activity,owth and sustainable
development in order to ensure employment creadad decent work for all, to
promote education, health and social protection tmdnhance social inclusion,
political stability, democracy and good governarateall levels and the promotion
and protection of human rights and fundamentaldoess;

11. Notes with appreciationthat the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Initiative, the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiativand bilateral donors have provided
substantial debt relief to 32 countries that hasached the completion point under
the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative, atihas considerably reduced their
debt vulnerability and enabled them to increasértin@estments in social services;

12. Emphasizeshat identifying and removing barriers to oppoitynas well
as ensuring access to basic social protection acihlsservices, are necessary to
break the cycle of poverty, inequality and sociatlesion;

13. Encourages African countries to continue to prioritize strucal
transformation, modernize smallholder agriculturedd value to primary
commodities, improve public and private institutsolmf economic and political
governance and invest in major public infrastruetprojects and in education and
health in order to promote inclusive growth, generaull and productive
employment and decent work for all and reduce ptyer

14. Underlines the fact that the fulfiiment of all official devapment
assistance commitments is crucial, including thengotments by many developed
countries to achieve the target of allocating 0eY gent of their gross national
product for official development assistance to depang countries by 2015 and the
target of allocating between 0.15 and 0.20 per adntheir gross national product
for official development assistance to the leasvedeped countries, and urges
developed countries that have not yet done solfd fbeir commitments for official
development assistance to developing countries;

15. Stressedhe essential role that official development atsgise plays in
complementing, leveraging and sustaining financfog development efforts in
developing countries and in facilitating the acliment of development objectives,
including the internationally agreed developmenalgoin particular the Millennium
Development Goals, and welcomes steps to improgesffectiveness and quality of
aid based on the fundamental principles of natiomalnership, alignment,
harmonization, managing for results and mutual aotability;

16. Recognizeshat, while social development is primarily thespensibility
of Governments, international cooperation and aasste are essential for the full
achievement of that goal,

17. Also recognizesthe contribution made by Member States to the
implementation of the New Partnership in the cohtefk South-South cooperation,
and encourages the international community, ineigdihe international financial
institutions, to support the efforts of African adtes, including through trilateral
cooperation;
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18. Welcomesthe various important initiatives undertaken by ridd’s
development partners in recent years, and in thgmrd emphasizes the importance
of coordination in such initiatives on Africa thrgln ensuring the effective
implementation of existing commitments, includingdugh the African Union/New
Partnership for Africa’'s Development African Actidflan 2010-2015: Advancing
Regional and Continental Integration in Africa, whiremains at the centre of the
continent’s engagement with partners;

19. Recognizesthe regional coordination mechanism of United WNa$
agencies and organizations working in Africa in goi of the African Union and its
New Partnership for Africa’'s Development ProgramuofeAction, as well as the
Planning and Coordinating Agency of the New Parshgr, which aims to ensure
coordination and coherence in the delivery of suppor greater effectiveness and
impact through increased joint programming and fdimplementation of activities;

20. Urges continuous support for measures to address thdlectges of
poverty eradication and sustainable developmemntfiica, with special emphasis on
the Millennium Development Goals related to poverand hunger, health,
education, the empowerment of women and gender ldgudncluding, as
appropriate, debt relief, improved market accesppsrt for the private sector and
entrepreneurship, enhanced official developmenistessce, increased foreign direct
investment and transfer of technology, on mutuallyeed terms, the empowerment
of women in all aspects, including economic anditprdl aspects, the promotion of
social protection systems and the conclusion of Dlmda round of negotiations of
the World Trade Organization;

21. Underlines the importance for African Governments to buildeth
productive capacity of agriculture, as a top ptigriin order to increase rural
incomes and ensure access to food for net food fisuyend stresses that greater
efforts should be made to promote and implementasnable agriculture, increase
access for smallholder farmers, in particular womém necessary agricultural
resources and improve access to infrastructurerinétion and markets, and that,
furthermore, efforts should be made to promote $mall medium-sized enterprises
that contribute to job growth and increase inconaésng the agricultural value
stream;

22. Urges Governments, within the framework of the Comprediea Africa
Agriculture Development Programme, to expand inwestt financing to agriculture
to at least 10 per cent of the annual budget ofrth&gonal public sector while at the
same time ensuring necessary action in policy anstitutional reforms for
enhanced performance of the agriculture industry systems;

23. Recognizesthat the implementation of the commitments made by
Governments during the First United Nations Dectatethe Eradication of Poverty
(1997-2006) has fallen short of expectations, aefcames the proclamation of the
Second Decade (2008-2017) by the General Assenmbiysiresolution 62/205 of
19 December 2007 in order to support, in an effitiand coordinated manner, the
internationally agreed development goals relategpdoerty eradication, including
the Millennium Development Goals;

24. UrgesAfrican countries to pay close attention to inéles equitable and
sustainable growth capable of being employmentrsitee, including through
employment-intensive investment programmes, whicbusd be aimed at reducing
inequalities, increasing employment and improvieglrper capita incomes in both
rural and urban areas;
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25. Emphasizesthe need, in particular for African countries, émhance
capacity-building for sustainable development, andthis regard calls for the
strengthening of technical and scientific coopematiincluding North-South, South-
South and triangular cooperation, and reiteratesitimportance of human resources
development, including through training, the exch@armf experience and expertise,
knowledge transfer and technical assistance formaciay-building, which involves
strengthening institutional capacity, including phéng, management and
monitoring capacities;

26. Also emphasizethe importance of increasing international coopiera
to improve the quality of and access to educatiomarticular for African countries,
including through building and strengthening edimatrelated infrastructure and
increasing investment in education, and in thisardgnotes the Global Education
First Initiative of the Secretary-General and itgextives and invites Member States
to contribute to the Initiative, as appropriatecliding through the allocation of
adequate resources;

27. Urges African countries and development partners to fmcthe high
levels of youth unemployment through the developma&heducation and training
programmes that address illiteracy, enhance thel@mapility and capabilities of
young people, facilitate school-to-work transitionsnd expand guaranteed
employment schemes, where appropriate, with pdgicattention to disadvantaged
young people in both rural and urban areas;

28. Recognizesthat improving access to school for all girls abdys,
especially the poorest and most vulnerable and maliged, and their ability to
receive a quality education, and improving the g¢yadf education beyond primary
school can have a positive impact in terms of emgrament and on social, economic
and political participation and thus on the figlglainst poverty and hunger and can
contribute directly to achieving the internatioyalhgreed development goals,
including the Millennium Development Goals;

29. Also recognizesthat Africa’s youthful population creates signditt
opportunities for the continent’s development, amuderlines in this regard the
importance of African countries creating appropgigiolicy environments to take
advantage of the continent’s demographic transitidmle adopting an inclusive
results-based approach to development planningimpdementation in accordance
with national priorities and legislation;

30. Encourages Governments, international organizations, othelevant
institutions and stakeholders, as appropriate, fvige relevant skills training for
youth, high-quality health-care services and dyramabour markets to employ a
growing population;

31. Calls uponthe international community to enhance support auifil its
commitments to take further action in areas crittoaAfrica’s economic and social
development, and welcomes the efforts by develogmeartners to strengthen
cooperation with the New Partnership;

32. Encouragesall development partners to implement principles aid
effectiveness, as recalled in the Doha DeclaratonFinancing for Development
adopted on 2 December 2008 by the Follow-up Intiional Conference on Financing
for Development to Review the Implementation of Menterrey Consensus;

2 General Assembly resolution 63/239, annex.

6/8



Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa Development E/RES/2013/26

33. Recognizeshe need for Governments and the internationalmamity to
continue to make efforts to increase the flow ofvnand additional resources for
financing for development from all sources, pubhnd private, domestic and
foreign, to support the development of African ctries, and welcomes the various
important initiatives established between Africamuntries and their development
partners in this regard;

34. Acknowledgeghe activities of the Bretton Woods institutionadathe
African Development Bank in African countries, aniites those institutions to
continue their support for the implementation oé thriorities and objectives of the
New Partnership;

35. EncouragesAfrica’s development partners to continue to intdg the
priorities, values and principles of the New Parsiép into their development
assistance programmes;

36. EncouragesAfrican countries and their development partneysptace
people at the centre of government developmenbactio secure core investment
spending in health, education and social protectiamd to give particular
consideration to universal access to basic so@alsty systems, recognizing that
social protection floors can provide a basis frorhioh to address poverty and
vulnerability;

37. Notesthe growing collaboration among the entities of thnited Nations
system in support of the New Partnership, and retpuéghe Secretary-General to
promote greater coherence in the work of the Unitedions system in support of
the New Partnership, on the basis of the agreestets;

38. Emphasizeghe importance for the cluster working on commiatiian,
advocacy and outreach to continue to muster intesnal support for the New
Partnership and to urge the United Nations systemetmonstrate more evidence of
cross-sectoral synergies to promote a comprehenspweroach with regard to
successive phases of planning and implementation sotial development
programmes in Africa;

39. Invitesthe Secretary-General, as a follow-up to the 20@%|ld Summit,
to urge the organizations and bodies of the Unidations system to continue to
assist African countries in implementing quick-ingpdnitiatives, based on their
national development priorities and strategies, etwable them to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals, and in this respeckreowledges commitments
made by development partners;

40. Encouragesthe international community to support African obues in
addressing the challenges of climate change by ignogy the financial and
technological resources and capacity-building firednneeded to support adaptation
and mitigation action;

41. Welcomesthe appointment of the new Special Adviser on édri and
requests the Secretary-General to continue to mag@sures to strengthen the Office
of the Special Adviser on Africa in order to enaliteto effectively fulfil its
mandate, including monitoring and reporting on pess related to meeting the
special needs of Africa;

42. Requestshe Commission for Social Development to discus#&d annual
programme of work those regional programmes thatrte social development so
as to enable all regions to share experiences astl gractices, with the agreement
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of concerned countries, and in this regard requéststhe work programmes of the
Commission include priority areas of the New Parshé, as appropriate;

43. Invites engagement in intergovernmental efforts to corgina improve
the coherence and effectiveness of the United Mati®ystem in support of Africa
and to examine the social dimensions of the NewtrReaship, in addition to
previously agreed commitments related to Africasvelopment needs that were
made at major United Nations summits and confereneead requests the United
Nations system to assist the Economic Commissiomfoica and relevant partners
in ensuring that the post-2015 development agersdest into account Africa’s
social development priorities;

44. Decidesthat the Commission for Social Development shatddtinue to
give prominence to and raise awareness of the bkalimensions of the New
Partnership at its fifty-second session;

45. Requestghe Secretary-General, in collaboration with th#ic of the
Special Adviser on Africa and the Economic Comnossfor Africa, taking into
consideration General Assembly resolutions 62/1f790December 2007, 63/267 of
31 March 2009, 64/258 of 16 March 2010, 65/284 afJane 2011 and 66/286 of
23 July 2012, entitled “New Partnership for AfrisaDevelopment: progress in
implementation and international support”, to subtoithe Commission for Social
Development, for its consideration at its fifty-e@d session, a report on the social
dimensions of the New Partnership, including, iroperation with relevant United
Nations bodies, an overview of current processéated to the New Partnership,
including recommendations on how to improve theeefiveness of the work of
United Nations bodies while preserving the socidmehsions of the New
Partnership.

47th plenary meeting
25 July 2013

8/8



