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2013/17. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council
Having considered with appreciatiche report of the Secretary-Genetal,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Aseement of
Women? in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinimmen and children,
the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fdu World Conference on
Women? and the outcomes of the twenty-third special sEssof the General
Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equalityyelepment and peace for the
twenty-first century”?

Recalling alsaits resolution 2012/25 of 27 July 2012 and othedevant United
Nations resolutions, including General Assemblyotaton 57/337 of 3 July 2003
on the prevention of armed conflict and Securityu@ail resolution 1325 (2000) of
31 October 2000 on women and peace and security,

Recalling furtherthe Declaration on the Elimination of Violence aus
Womer? as it concerns the protection of civilian popubas,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticRights,® the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @altRight§ and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child,and reaffirming that these human rights instrursent
must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian fbeyriincluding East Jerusalem,
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Expressing deep conceabout the grave situation of Palestinian womethen
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East &alem, resulting from the severe
impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupatiordaall of its manifestations,

Expressing grave concerabout the increased difficulties being faced by
Palestinian women and girls living under Israeli copation, including the
continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Psieians, the revocation of
residency rights, arbitrary detention and imprisemty and settler violence against
Palestinian civilians, as well as high rates of g@uay, unemployment, food
insecurity, inadequate water supply, incidents ofmeéstic violence and declining
health, education and living standards, includihg tising incidence of trauma and
the decline in their psychological well-being, aerpressing grave concern about
the dire humanitarian crisis and the insecurity amstability on the ground in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, in particular iret@aza Strip,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Pafeati women and
girls in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, incind East Jerusalem, and the
systematic violation of their human rights resuitifrom the severe impact of
ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including dispéanent and confiscation of land,
particularly in connection with the constructiondaexpansion of settlements and
the wall, which continue to constitute a major @ud¢ to peace on the basis of the
two-State solution, and the continued impositionclifsures and restrictions on the
movement of persons and goods, which have detriatlgnaffected their right to
health care, including access of pregnant womelmedth services for antenatal care
and safe delivery, education, employment, develaptna@d freedom of movement,

Gravely concerned in particular, about the critical socioeconomimda
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, includitigat resulting from Israeli
military operations and the imposition of a blockadonsisting of the prolonged
closure of border crossings and severe restrictmmshe movement of persons and
goods, as well as the continued impeding of th@mstruction process by Israel, the
occupying Power, which has detrimentally affectegrg aspect of the lives of the
civilian population, especially women and childrémthe Gaza Strip,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especialyergency
assistance, to alleviate the dire socioeconomic hnthanitarian situation being
faced by Palestinian women and their families,

Emphasizinghe importance of increasing the role of womerp&acebuilding
and decision-making with regard to conflict previentand the peaceful resolution
of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safetd well-being of all women in the
region, and stressing the importance of their equaaticipation and involvement in
all efforts for the achievement, maintenance ammhpotion of peace and security,

1. Reaffirmsthat the Israeli occupation remains the major ablgt for
Palestinian women with regard to their advancemsatf-reliance and integration
into the development of their society, and strestdes importance of efforts to
increase their role in decision-making with regat@ conflict prevention and
resolution and to ensure their equal participatéord involvement in all efforts for
the achievement, maintenance and promotion of paadesecurity;

2. Calls uponthe international community, in this regard, tontiaue to
provide urgently needed assistance, especially gems&y assistance, and services in
an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian cribising faced by Palestinian women
and their families and to help in the reconstructod relevant Palestinian institutions,
with the integration of a gender perspective intbdd its international assistance
programmes, and commends the implementation of Abgust 2009 plan of the

2/3



Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women E/RES/2013/17

Palestinian Authority for constructing the instituts of an independent Palestinian
State and the significant achievements made, asfiromed by international
institutions, including the World Bank, the Intetitmal Monetary Fund and the
United Nations;

3. Demandghat Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully lwthe provisions
and principles of the Universal Declaration of Hum®&ights? the Regulations
annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 Octobed71%he Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons im& of War, of 12 August 194%and
all other relevant rules, principles and instrunseot international law, including the
International Covenants on Human Rightsn order to protect the rights of
Palestinian women and their families;

4. Urgesthe international community to continue to giveesial attention
to the promotion and protection of the human rigbt$alestinian women and girls
and to intensify its measures to improve the difficconditions being faced by
Palestinian women and their families living undsraeli occupation;

5. Calls uponlsrael to facilitate the return of all refugeesdadisplaced
Palestinian women and children to their homes araperties, in compliance with
the relevant United Nations resolutions;

6. Stressesthe urgent need for sustained and active inteomat
involvement, including by the Quartet, to supporottb parties in resuming,
advancing and accelerating substantive and creqibkce process negotiations for
the achievement of a just, lasting and comprehenpwace settlement, on the basis
of United Nations resolutions, the Quartet road ntapa permanent two-State
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conffiftand the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by
the Council of the League of Arab States at itsrfeenth sessiof?

7. Requestgshe Commission on the Status of Women to contitmumonitor
and take action with regard to the implementatidrthe Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Wonfeim, particular paragraph 260 concerning
Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platidior Actior® and the outcomes
of the twenty-third special session of the Gené&sdembly, entitled “Women 2000:

gender equality, development and peace for the tyvéirst century”?

8. Requeststhe Secretary-General to continue to review theadion, to
assist Palestinian women by all available meansjuding those set out in his
report! and to submit to the Commission on the Status ofi&h at its fifty-eighth
session a report, including information provided by Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia, on the progress madéhe implementation of the
present resolution.

46th plenary meeting
24 July 2013
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