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2012/14. Strengthening therule of law and the reform of criminal
justiceinstitutions, particularly in the areasrelated to
the United Nations system-wide approach to fighting
transnational organized crime and drug trafficking

The Economic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the follogv draft
resolution:

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 66/102 of 9 December 2011, entitl&€de rule of
law at the national and international levels”, inhish it reaffirmed its
commitment to the purposes and principles of thear@r of the United
Nations and international law, which are indispdrisafoundations of a more
peaceful, prosperous and just world, and reiteratedletermination to foster
strict respect for them and to establish a just &asling peace all over the
world,

Sressing the importance of a well-functioning, efficient,fedétive and
humane criminal justice system as the basis foueassful strategy against
transnational organized crime, corruption, terrorigirug trafficking and other
forms of trafficking,

Greatly concerned by the negative impact of organized crime on human
rights, the rule of law, security and developmets well as by the
sophistication, diversity and transnational aspexft®rganized crime and its
links with other criminal and, in some cases, tegactivities,

Recognizing the importance of the rule of law to all areaseafjagement
within the United Nations system, and noting withpeeciation the progress
made in ensuring coherence and coordination ofvaiEs to support the rule
of law, in cooperation with the Rule of Law Coordtion and Resource Group,
while recognizing the different mandates of differé&nited Nations entities,
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Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 2004/252a&fJuly
2004, 2005/21 of 22 July 2005 and 2006/25 of 2% 006 on strengthening
the rule of law and the reform of criminal justigestitutions, as well as the
assistance activities of the United Nations crimevention and criminal
justice programme in that area, including in postitict reconstruction, and
aware of the leading role of the Department of R&aeping Operations of the
Secretariat, among other entities, in providingistance to countries in post-
conflict situations,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 2009/23 of
30 July 2009, entitled “Support for the developmant implementation of the
regional programmes of the United Nations Office @rugs and Crime”, and
2010/20 of 22 July 2010, entitled “Support for thdevelopment and
implementation of an integrated approach to prognendevelopment at the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime”,

Recalling further the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategi
for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Crirhidastice Systems and
Their Development in a Changing Worldn which Member States recognized
the centrality of crime prevention and the crimipadtice system to the rule of
law and that long-term, sustainable economic andasalevelopment and the
establishment of a functioning, efficient, effeaiand humane criminal justice
system have a positive influence on each other,

Bearing in mind that the rule of law will include, inter alia, fiesing
respect for the rule of law culture and legislativwxecutive and judicial
institutions needed to make and administer effecttaws and trust and
confidence that law-making will be responsive t@ ttoncerns and needs of
the population and that the administration of lawl Wwe just, efficient and
transparent,

Convinced of the negative impact of corruption, which erodmsblic
confidence, legitimacy and transparency and impetiesmaking of fair and
effective laws, as well as their administrationfanement and adjudication,

Sressing the importance of the rule of law, both nationalgnd
internationally, as an essential element in addngsand preventing organized
crime and corruption,

Recognizing the value of the efforts being made throughout theted
Nations system to strengthen activities aimed anpting the rule of law,
including the establishment of the Rule of Law Cdination and Resource
Group and the Rule of Law Unit in the Executive ioéf of the Secretary-
General,

Noting with appreciation the establishment by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations system task force on transnaficrganized crime and
drug trafficking as threats to security and stabilfor the purpose of
developing within the United Nations system an efifee and comprehensive
approach to transnational organized crime and drogfficking, and
reaffirming the crucial role of Member States aflaeted in the Charter of the
United Nations,

! General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.
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Acknowledging that the United Nations standards and norms imeri
prevention and criminal justice are important toéds establishing fair and
effective criminal justice systems enshrined in tiée of law and that their
use and application in the provision of technicasiatance should be
enhanced, as appropriate,

1. Calls upon relevant entities of the United Nations system to
continue cooperating and coordinating their acit@dat within their respective
mandates, to promote a more integrated approatimetprovision of assistance
for building capacity in the area of the rule oWland criminal justice reform
and to further explore joint projects in that area;

2. Also calls upon relevant entities of the United Nations system to
systematically take into account the various aspeétthe rule of law in their
programmes, projects and other activities relatedctime prevention and
criminal justice and to include in them all segnendf the population,
particularly women;

3. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations crime preuamt
and criminal justice programme in promoting effgetiaction to strengthen
international cooperation in crime prevention amanénal justice;

4. Also reaffirms the importance of the work of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime, in the fulfiiment of itsandate on crime
prevention and criminal justice, to provide to MeanlStates, upon request and
as a matter of high priority, technical assistanzg@yisory services and other
forms of assistance and to coordinate with and dempnt the work of all
relevant and competent United Nations bodies afidead, taking into account
their respective mandates;

5. Srongly encourages all States to enhance bilateral, regional and
international cooperation, in accordance with théamestic legislation, to
counter the challenges posed by transnational dézgdncrime and drug
trafficking;

6. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
incorporate relevant elements of the rule of lawoints programmes and
projects pertaining to crime prevention and crinhijustice, in coordination, as
appropriate, with other relevant United Nationsie®s, inter alia, the Rule of
Law Coordination and Resource Group, the Officah&f United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Department Refacekeeping
Operations;

7. Also encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
continue to provide technical assistance and adyiservices to Member States,
upon request, in support of criminal justice refoand to incorporate the rule of
law into such assistance, as appropriate, includiithin the framework of
peacebuilding, peacekeeping and post-conflict retontion, and to promote
relevant international legal instruments, includingpe United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crimé e Protocols therefo,
the United Nations Convention against Corrupfi@nd the United Nations

2 United Nations]Treaty Series, vols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.
% Ibid., vol. 2349, No. 42146.
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Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Dregand Psychotropic Substances
of 1988,* as well as relevant international anti-terrorismstruments, as
appropriate, also drawing on the existing Unitedidl@s standards and norms in
crime prevention and criminal justice;

8. Welcomes the progress made by the United Nations OfficdDougs
and Crime, within its mandate and in close congidtawith Member States
and regional entities, in developing and implemegti an integrated
programme approach to technical assistance, compgrihematic and regional
programmes for its delivery;

9. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
continue developing tools and training material onme prevention and
criminal justice reform, based on internationalnstards and norms;

10. Reiterates its recommendation, made in its resolution 66/18#1
19 December 2011, that Member States, as apprepriat their national
contexts, adopt a comprehensive and integratedoagprto crime prevention
and criminal justice reform, based on baseline sssents and data collection
and focusing on all sectors of the justice systang develop crime prevention
policies, strategies and programmes, and its reiqueshat resolution to the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to congnto provide technical
assistance, upon request, to Member States fomptirgtose;

11. Requeststhe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime tmoue
to provide technical assistance, within its manddte Member States, upon
request, in relation to the rule of law and longrtesustainable criminal justice
reform;

12. Urges Member States providing development assistance to
countries emerging from conflict to increase, wheeéevant, their bilateral
assistance in crime prevention and criminal justioethose countries, and
recommends that such assistance could, upon requesiude elements
relating to the rule of law;

13. Invites the institutes of the United Nations crime preventand
criminal justice programme network to include ireithwork programmes the
issue of the rule of law, particularly aspects paring to crime prevention and
criminal justice, with a view to understanding whet there are links between
transnational organized crime, drug trafficking acakruption, and, if so, to
establish the degree and nature of those links @lf as the challenges they
may pose to the rule of law, and to develop appedprtraining material;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakAddy
at its sixty-eighth session a report on the implatadon of the present
resolution;

15. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrgbtaty
resources for these purposes in accordance withulles and procedures of the
United Nations.

46th plenary meeting
26 July 2012

4 Ibid., vol. 1582, No. 27627.



