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The Chairman opened the meeting by ennouncing that in considering
Item 9 of the agenda (Document E/HR/S) the Commission wonld discuss each
point geperately and defer decisions until all points had been discussed.

Ttem 9 of the Arenda (Document E/ER/5)

Definitive Composition of the Commission

Type of Membership (govermmental or individual)

Mr. Brixigh end Mr. Kriukov proposed thet the Comuission, &s finally
congtituted, should have among 1ts members both goverumental representatives
and individual experts.:

In respcnse to a queétion by the Chairmen whether he thpught that 1t
would be valusble to have people as members who would not represent &ny
one government, but would considervﬁhe welfare of =11 the people all over
the world; Mr, Krivkov answered that in his ¢pinicn, it wculd be difficult
- for any government to fiad a porson who would be separate from the masses;
or who might not be clczely liﬁkéd with his government, Each government
should, of course, send only delegztes whose individusl ebilities in the
field are beyond doubt aud who will be impartisl in their attitude towards
the problems,

The Chairmen explained that she had not wighed to indicate thet any
representative should be epart ffcm the masses, dbut had thought of people
who had shown their ability to {hink of humen beirgs as. such, without regard

to race, creed, or colour.
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Dr. Hela pointed out that of the three kinds of membershlp possible
(1-211 govermment representatives; 2-individuals; 3-mixed membership)
mixed mewbership would be most difficult to work out. He therefore,
favoured the membership of all individual experts appointed by the
Economic and Social Councll with regard to fair geographical and cultural
distribution. Mr, Neogi found it difficult to determine Just what kind
of membership the Committee on the Orgenizetion of the Economic and
Social Council had had in mind when it discussed the establishment of
commissions, and espeéially the Copmission on Humen Rights
(E/0RG/3,4,5,6,7,8,9). It seemed to him that the nuclsar Commission
wag to be composed mainly of experts, and that after governments
nominated government repPresentatives, thekEconomié and Social‘Council
would appcint them only as indlviduals. Mr., Neogl felt that he himself
had no expert knowledge which would qualify him as an expert individual
member. At the seame time, he is not an official represéntative of his
government., He, therefore, felt that a sjstem st be devised whereby
the goverhments have the right to suggest mémbers, but the Economic
and Social Council should keep the right of selection,

Number of Members and Term of OFffice

The Chalrman then proceeded to a discussion of the nﬁnmer of
members on the final Commission, thelr term of office and re-eligibility.
She added that in case of government svgrestions and Economic and
Social Council selection, the membership should be rotated so that
all pecple suggested by governments could eveantually serve. In
regard to the nuwber of members, she stressed that it was Important
to cconsider the type of work which the Commission was expected to
perform. If the Cormission is too large, it would prove difficult
to discuss the problems which the Commission has to solve; at the
seme time the Commission must be large enough so that sub-commissions
could be esteblished out of its membership. Mr. Neogi suggested a

mewbership of elghieen as a workaeble number. Dr. Hsia felt that the
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size of the Cormigsion had to depend on its work and the kind of
'nmmméfshif. It would be easy; he thought, to get éovernmental
fepreseﬁtatives for frequent meetings of the Commisgion, while 1t
might‘prove difficult for individual experts tovabéent themselves.
at frequeht.intervals. The deciding factor, in his opjgion, would
be the kind of job which wculd be expected from the Commissiono

If the full Commission, as first nemed, is eipected to draft an
international bill of rights, a membership of twenty-five elected
for one yeér night be most feasible. After fhat time, he suggested
e permanent Conmission of twelve, with a two year term of office.

M. Leugier, Assistant Secretary-General, explalned that .the .
Commission on Humen Rights would be expected to finish its job of
wrlting an’international bill of rights as quickly as possible,
but that the‘Ccmmission itself was to be a permanent commission, with
perhaps two, three, or four sessions annuelly, with §nough time between
segalons to make 1t possible for members to do'théif gtudy of prcblems:
and draiting work. The spacing of sessions would, in his opinicn,
make 1t possioie for individual experts to‘ser&e;

The Chairman added that 1t was her understanding that the
Comnission on Human Rights should not only drew up & full billvof‘
rights, or any cother documents, but should watch theif obgervance
by the United Wations, while the enforcement would not be within the
province 6f the Commission, M. Laugier agreed, stressing, however,
that the nuclear Ccﬁmiésion ghould not draft a bili of rights, but
that the complete Cormission must draft such a bill andlshould‘ask
the Economlc and Social Council for suthority 0 gupervige its
observance by the nations of the world. Tt should; in other words, be
a "watch dog" over human rights.

Mr, Kriukov and Mr. Brkish agreed with Mr. Neogi that a membership

of eighteen would be most feasible.



E/HR/9
Pege 4

In continuing the discussion of the term of office.for Commission
members, the Chalrmen stated that the permenent Narcotic Commission has
decided on & three—yéar texrm of office for its members, and that its
members ere re-eligible. A three-jyear term would assure continuity of -
work, but she stressed that it was important also to keep in mind the
need for fair'geographical and cultvral distribution.

Mr. Brkish and Mr, Kfiukov propoéed & one-yeer term, with re-
eligibility. Dr. Heia suggested a threemyear term, with mewmbers of the
first Commission appointed in three classes, for one, two, and three
years, respectively,

When Mr. Neogi gquestioned the competence of the muclear Commission
to decide this question, M. Laugier expleined that the nuclear Commission
cowld not 1tself fix the membefship, term of office, etc., but could meke
recommendationé to the Economic end Social Council, The Chalrman read
again Sebtion A, Persgraph 3, of E/E?, which egtablishes the Commission
as & permanent Commission. She explained that the problem is not one of
forming & commission fof any one special Job or of deciding on the length
of time in which & gpecial Job should be accomplished, bﬁt rether of
deciding whet would be better forAthe work of the Commission on Human
Rights in general, a term of office of one, two, or three years.

Mr, Neogi suggested one ysar with vre-eligibility. The Chairman then
announced that a British document on the "Composition of the Commissions
-of the Economic and Social Council" (E/Commissions/2) had Just been
received and should be -studied by the members of the Commission.

In concluding the‘discussion on term of office and re-eligibility,
the Chairmen stated thet an agréement had been reached, that members of
the Commission should ﬁe refeligible, that the majority of Commisgion
wembers preferred ons year terme, and that all agreed thet the Economic
and Social Council, in meking appointments, should pay particular attentlon

to geographical and cultural distribution.
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The Commission then proceeded to discuss corregponiing members.

The Chairman suggested ﬁhat corresponding members might be experts
who are appointed Whenever the Commission needs théir gpecific knowledge
or if problems concerning specific areas are discuseed and experts with
knowledge about these areas and these problems are needed.

Mr. Neogl suggested that corresgponding members might be experts who
are unable to attend meetings and that former Commission members, upon
their resignation from the Commission, might become members. The Chairmen
recalled the practice of the League of Nations to declare former
Commisgion members corresponding membersg in order not tc lose the
experience they had gained during their membershilp.

The Cheirman then introduced Professor Caggin, whose plane had
arrived late, and reviewed for him the Work that the Commission had done
in ite first meetings.

The Chairmen edjourned the meeting and amnounced theat cne more
meeting would be devoted to discussion of Item 9 on the agenda, and that
the Cormission then would proceed to decide all pointe concerning the
Composition of the Commission.

The meeting was edjourned at 4:35 P.M,



