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First meeting held on lMonday, 29 April 1946, at 3 P.M.

Members nf the Conmission on Human Rights

1. Mr. Paal Berg (N~rway) Unable to attend first session.
2. DPraf. Rene Cassin (France)
3. M, Ferrand Dehousse (Belgium Unsble to attend first sessinn.
Lo Mr, Victor Raul Haya de la Terre

(Peru) Unable t~ attend first session.

5. Dr. C. L. Hsia (China)

6. Mr. K. C. Nengi (India)

7. Mr. Dusan Brkish (Yugeslavia)

8. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt (Uhited States)
9. Mr, Nicolai Kiuksv (U.S.s,R.)

1. Mr. Henri Laugier, Assistant Secretary-General in charge of
Social Affairs, opened the first meeting.

M. LAUGIER — Ladies and gentlemen, it is a new thing and it is

a great thing in the histrry of humanity that the internatirnal cemmunity
organized after a war which destroyed material wealth and spiritual
wealth accumulated by human effort during centuries has constituted
an international mechénism tr ‘defend the human rights in the world.
I will nbt také a long time to greet you here. You know that the
United NatiAns crganizatisn is happy t» see you here and you knew
alse that all men nf all the free peoples and of all the peaple
liberated from .slavery, put in yvnru their confidence and their hepe,
so thst everywhere the authority of these rights, respect »f which
is the essential conditien of the dignity ~f the humen pérson,

be respected., And, if we clase our eyes, we can also imagine a
welcome, grave and serimus, from the other side, where the shadows
~f"all the seldiers, sailors, and aviaters, all the fighters for

the civilian resistance who djed on all the battlefields af the
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world; hoping that right and liberty be re-established all over the
worlds Do ‘nét measure the importance of your commission on the

basis of its present dimensions. We are only at the starting pmint

of a very great enterprise; the volume of which and the action of
which will have. to grow, dey.after day.  You are the seed out of
which great and beautiful harvests must come. When you will have
elected your president and set up the rules for your work - you will
first have to look fhr the methods to complete the commission and

make propdsals for the constitution 6f :a final commission.sufficiently
numerous, so that all the views of the thought of free men will be
represented, but' small enough so that its-work will be quitk and
triithful - and then you will also have to define and determine the
study programme of the commission ard star:, the actiomoof. the Orgarization

of the United Nations on the road which the Charter has set for it.
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In the reconstruction of the world, the material tasks are most
important, but the effort of all town planners, of architectsy or
doctors, will only assume its real signifidance if humanity starts
again to have confidence in"its destiny, if the himdn community
gets together around a minimum of cémmon principles.

You will have to study all the declaratiorns pfirights which
were born in the spirit of man and people on the march towa¥d their
liberation. You will have to show that thé political rights are
the first condition of liberty but that today the progress of
scientific and industrial civilization 'has creatéd économic organizations .
which are’inflicting en .politically free men intolerable servitude,
and that therefore, in thé future, the declaration of the rights of
man must be exténded to the: ecoromic and social fields., ‘You will have
to leok for a basis fér 'a fundamentsl declaration on human rights,
acceptable to -all the United Nations, the acceptance ‘of which will

become the essential céndition of the admission in the international
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community. You will have before you the difficult but essential
problem to define the violation of human rights within a nation, which
would constitute a menace to the security and peace of the world and
the existence of which is sufficient to put in movement the mechanism
of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace and security. You
will have to suggest the establishment of machinery of observation which
will find arid denounce the violations of the rigits of man all over
the world, Let us remember that if this machinery had existed a few years
ago, if it had been powerful and if the universal support of public
opinion had given it authority, international action would have been
mobilized immediately égainst the first authors and supporters of
fascism and nazism, 'The‘human community would have been able to
stop those who started thé war at the moment when they were still
weak and the world catastrophe would have been avoided,

Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure that you will not hesitate
befeore the tremendous scope of our task which the confidence of
the people has put[on pur shoulders., I pray that your actions and
work may be a permanent guide for men of good will, who are looking
toward a better future, and that they will ShoW’tth.the way, like

a gulding star.

2e Election of Chairman

Dr, Hsia nominated Mrs, Roosevelt, who was elected Chalrman
by acclamation.

MRS. ROOSEVELT:~ Thank you very much, I shall do my best,

although my knowledge of parliamentary law is somewhat limited, I
knowjﬂe are all conscious of the great responsibility which rests
upon us., I know we are all confident that we shéll be able to do
much to help the United Nations achieve its primary objective of

- keeping the peace of the world by helping human beings to live

together happily and contentedly.
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3.  Adoption of Rules of Procedure (Document E/Commissions/1)

The Commission decided to adopt each rule separately.
Rule 1 was amended to read:

"The Commission shall elect a Chairman, a Vice-
Chairman, and a Rapporteur:from among its members,
who shall hold office until the first meeting of
the Commission-after it has been fully constituted
by the Beonomic and Secial Councill,

Rule 10, which, in the Provisional Rules of Procedure
(E/Qommissions/l) reads:

"English and French shall be the working languages
of the Commission, in accordance with the language
rules of the Bconcomic and Social Council, The
Commnission may, with the consent of all of its
members, agree to use only cne of the working
languages," '

was amended to read:
"English and French shall be the working languages
of the Commission, in accordance with the lenguage

rules of the Fconomic and Sccial Council!,

All other Rules were adopted without changes,

Lo Election of Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur
Mr. Brkish nominated M. Cassin as Vice~Chairman, who then
was elected by acclamation. Dr. Hsia nominated Mr. Neogi‘as Rapporteur

and ¥Mr. Neogl was elected by acclamation.

5. Adoption of the Provisional Agenda

Mrs, Roosevelt read the provisional agenda and Dr. Hsia moved

their adoption in toto. His motion was carried.

6. Appointment of three Members to Serve as Ex-Officio Members en
the Sub~Commission on the Status of Women (Document E/27)

At the suggestion of Dr. Hsia, the Commission decided to aproint,
wherever possible, members to the Sub-Commission on the Stctus of

Wemen whose countries are not. already represented on the Sub-Commission.
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The Commission voted that these ex-officio members shall hold
office for the first session, i.e.,, until the first meeting of the
Sub-Commission after it has been fully constituted by the Economic

and Social Council.
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Dr, Hsia then nominated Mrs. Roosevelt, Mr. Brkish, and
Prof. Cassin as ex-officic members on the Sub~Commission on the

Status of Women, and they were appeinted,

The meeting was edjourned at 4:05 P.M,

——— -



