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SUMMARY RECORD OF MEETINGS

Seventh meeting held on Wednesday, 8 May 1946, at 10:30 A.M.

Chairman: Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Chairman opened the meeting by referring to the communications
addressed to thé Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights by
the American Association for the United Nations, Inc., and the American
Bar Association, both of which suggested that hearings be fixed
by the Commission between now and the time of the Comﬁission's report
to the Bconomic and Social Council so that both American and international
organizations might have the opportunity to présent directly
to the Commission their views and recommendations. The American
Lggociation for the United Nations offered to organize these hearings
and to present in the most concise form views of a number of important
orgenizations.

The Cémmission agreed that a chance to be heard should be
given to these organizations at a future mecting, and that the
American Asgsociation for the United Nations should be authorized
to make thce necessary arrengements with the organizations.

The Chairman then read to the Commissiqn a memorandum from
the Sub-Commission on the Status of VWomen, requestingvthe Commission
on Human Rights to recommend to the Economic and Social Council
that the Council should refer to it all communications and information
recelved concerning all matters of interest to women.

The Chairman suggested that disgussion of ‘a memorandum from

the United States Delegation (EfCommissions/l) on the establishment
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of a sub-commission on freecdom of information be deferred until the
Commission on Humen Rights 18 ready to discuss freecdom of informatiom.

The Cormmission then proceeded to consider the points on the agenda
which had been érepared by the Secretariat at the suggestion of the
Cormission.

Documentation

The Chairman pointed out that the Conmﬁssion might recommend that
the Economlic and Social Council instruct the Secretariat to complle
a yearbook including all declaTatioﬁs on human rights now in force in
fho vérious countries,

M. Laugler suggested that the documentation collected by the
Secretariat should includo not only declarations of human rights which
arc in force now, but the histofy»of human rights, declarations by
bnon-goverﬁmeﬁtal dfganizations and intermational societies, as well as
all actions taken by the organs of the United Nations - the Gencral
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and the Commission on Human
Righfs iteelf.

Mr. Brkish felt that while the Declarations by the Delegation of
Cuba (E/HR/1) and the Delégation of Panama (E/HR/3) should prove very
vseful to the Cormission in its effort to draft an international bill of
rights, much nore documentation would be neccssary before such a
tremendous task could be éoméigted. He suggosted, therefore, that all
Moember govcrnmonté‘of the Uhifod Natione be asked to submit to the
Commission on Human Rights those parts of their constitutions which deal
with hunan rights,

M. Cassin pointed out that the documentoetion scrvice which might
be recormended to the Economic and Social Council should accomplish
much broader tasks:

1. Its first task should, of couPse, be a yearbook Ingorporating i’ .

existing.bills of rights.
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2. Tt shoumld, tdn additicn, révide informaticn cnthe work of

all orgens of the Unitéd Nations which concérn humen rights, including
Teports on the work of tho intermational Courts established at
Nuremburg and Tokyo, as these Courts, for the first tine, doalt with
crimes against hmmanity'according‘to principles which were not

" incorporated in any previous legislation, but were newly cstablished
by thesc courts.

3. The Fconomic and Social Council might s gest to Member

nations that they should create their own inforpation service, such as
local cormittees on human rights.

Mr, Necogy agrecd with M. Cassin's suggestion. Dr. Hsia, however,
doubted that the Commiseion could gain much neyw knowledge by studying
the proccdures of the Tokyo and Nurcmberg Courts. He recalled that
Juétieé Jackson had draftcd the principles upon which the actions of
the Courts wore bascd and that theso principles werc now available to
everyone who wanted to study them. M. Cassin pointed out that while
the Principles themselves might not add nev knowledge, the verdicts of
the Court would set a valuable precedent. The Chairman then summarized
the informal agreement which had been reached by the members of the
Commisgion concerning the documentation service, establishment of which
they would recormend to the Economic and Socis]l Council.

The Economic and Social Council should instruct the Secretariat:

1. To compile a yearbook, the first edition of which should

Contain the bills of rights in existence now in the Member Nations

Of the United Naticns.

a, To colliect and publish information on the activities of the

General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, the Security

Council, the Hague Court, the Commission on Humen Rights, and all

Sther organs of the United Nations dealing with human rights and

fundamental freedoms; to include information on the Nuremberg and

Tokyo trials which might be important in the field of human rights;
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to include also a history of the development of humen rights, as well
.ag plans and declarations by specialized agencies and non-governmental
national and internafional érgénizations.

3. That ﬁhe,Economiq and Social Council suggest to.the Member
Nations tolestébliéh iﬁformaﬂion‘groups or local humen rights
comrittees within their countries, who would transmit periodically
informétién to the dommission on Human Rights bn the observance

of human rights in their country, both in their legal syétem and.
~their jurisaictiqnal énd adninistrative practice.

. Draft Declarations

. The Commission then discussed the suggestion that the fifty-one
~ Members of the United Nations might be asked tq subnit draft declarations
of human rights.

Dy, Heia thought that sﬁch a request might cause difficu;ties, as
goverrments might feel that by submitting éuch drafts, they committed
themselves to put these declarations into effect in their own .countries.
While they might be entirely in favour of doing so, they might th be
able to undertake such a step in the immediate future. He, therefore,
suggested that it might be bettef,for the..full Commission to prepare
a draft and then to circulate it among the govermments.

The Chairman pointed out that My. Brkish had suggested that the
goverrments be‘asked only to send in provigions for hﬁman rights which
were already part of their constitution ér their national laws. BShe
stressed, however, that governments must accept certain basic humen
rights, even if, for economic reasons, they may not #s yet be able to
put them into effect.

Mr. Neogy felt that thc govermment should not be asgked for drafit
declarations, as the United Nations‘had, through the Ecoﬁomic and Social
Council, created the Commiss;on on‘Human Rights for the‘definite purposSe
of drafting an international blll of rights. This task ghould, therefore,

not be turned back to the Member govermments., He suggested that the
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Cuban énd Panamanian documents might be circulated to the national
delegations with an invitation that their viéws on thesc documents
would be welcomed.

M. Cassin agreed and suggested that the Commission should, at
the earlicst opportunity, consult individual experts of international
ronown, as well as non—governmontal’organizations, who are decply
concerncd with basic human rights. A draft Bill of’ Righto should be
prepared by the Commissicn and then sent to all the United Nations.

M. Cagsin, however, supportocd the proposal by Mr. Brkish that the
Momber Nations be asked to submit thosc provisions of their
constitution or legal systom which deal with human rights.

D». Heia pointed out that the document submitted by Panoma had
been prc?&rod by the Amcrican Law Institutc - o non-governmental

rgqpization - and the Chairman cxplaincd that the Amcrican Law
Inotitute had collected the declarations on human rights now in forcc in
various countrics and had offcred to put all its information at the
disposal of the Commiseion.
Decision:

The Commission agrced that, whilc the nuclcar Commission has tho
right to draft a Bill of Rights, it is not as yot in a position to do
so, but will procccd with the preparation for such a bill; that the
full Cormisesion iteclf ghould draft an international Bill of Righte, and
should csgtablish sub-commissions for that purposc, if nccosocary.

Thig draft should bc circulated among United Nations governments for
their guggestionas.

The Chairman did not conglder it ncceosary or advigabloe
to circulate the Cuban or Paxemonion declarations with the draft bill
of the Cormigcsion.

Rocgional Conforenceo

The members then discussed the suggestion of recommending to the

Economic and Social Council the organization of conferences to ascertain
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the views of different regions, especially those regions which had
suffered most from the war. M. Cassin suggested that the Commission
might recommend to the Economic and Social Council two. conferences

of experté - (1) representing the Burcpean and Mediterransan
countries, and (2) Far Bastern regions. The views and recommendations
of those experts should be transmitted to the Commission on Human
Rights, thereby enabling it to proceed more gquickly with the

drafting of an internavional bill of rights.

As to the Cuban and Panamanian documents, M. Cassin felt that
while the Commission might not want to circulate them itself, it
should make sure that thoy are circulated.

Dr. Hsia pointed out that those documents have beon submitted to
the Gencral Asscmbly, and thereforc, had, In all probability, becn
circulated among all Momber Nations.

Mr. Neogy agrced that the draft of an intcrmational Bill of

" Rights which was to be writton’by the Cormission on Human Rights,
should be circulated alonc, and not with any other documents.

The Chairman then asked the members whethor it was their
agreement that the Commission on Human Rights should recommend to the
Economic and Social Council that two reglonal conferonces of cxperts
should be held similar to the conferonce which had been held in tho
Western Homisphoro,

M. Cessin sugecsted that thesc confercnces would be somewhat
diffcrent from the Pan-Amcrican conforcncc. As the Pan-Amcrican
.conference had boon held boefore the Commission on Human Rights
cxisted, their resolutions and rccommendations wore submitted to
govermments. Future confcronces, howover, should submit their
rececomendations to the Commission on Human Rights.

Answoring'Mr. Ncogy's queastion as to who would takc the
initiative in sctting up thesc confercnces, the Chairman cxplained

that the Fconomic and Social Council would take the initiative.
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Dr. Hsia folt that 1t might not be easy to orgenize such
conferences, as the cxpense would be extremely high and the
cond¢itions, esgpeclally in the For Bast, are not favourable for such
nectinges. Morcover, the recommendations would only provide the
Cormission on Human Rights with referonce material. He, therefore,
folt that the proposal “o set up confercnces should not be pressed.

The Cormission agrecd thot it would recormend to the
Economic and Social Couneil that:

The organization of regional conferconces of cxperts
should bo taken under corsideration. If such conferences should prove
impiracticable, the advice and co-opocration of individual coxperts

-~

froa difforent rcgions should be sought,

Dr. Hsi# then reforred to the terms of reforcnce for tho
Cormission on Humon Rights (Z/27) and notod that the terms of
referonce suggested by the Report of the Preparatory Cormission

Page 36, Poragraph 16) had been chenged by the Cormittee on the
( O 8 g () y

-

Organizoation of the Econemic and Social Council, and that point
{e) of Paragraph 16 hod boon left owt. The Sceretary pointed out
thet vhile point (c¢) had boon loft out, the gomcral clausc covering
(e) had boon included in Paragraph (b) (E/27, 2 (b)).

The Chairman suggested that the Cormission could, if
doglred, rocorriend to the Econonic and Social Council changes in
its terms of roforence (Tten T, Agenda).

The necting was adjourned at 12:20 P.M.
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