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Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development;  

7. Underlines the need for national capacity-building for population and 

development and transfer of appropriate technology and know-how to developing 

countries to be core objectives and central activities for international cooperation at 

the programme level. It should be stressed that the international community was 

called on to consider such measures as the transfer of technologies to developing 

countries to produce and distribute high-quality items for reproductive health services 

in order to strengthen the self-reliance of these countries; 

8. Encourages all members and associate members to undertake national 

reviews of the progress achieved in the implementation of the Programme of Action 

and the constraints faced therein; 

9. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To prepare a regional overview on the basis of the national reviews of 

the progress achieved in the implementation of the Programme of Action and the 

constraints faced therein for the consideration of the sixth Asian and Pacific 

Population Conference; 

(b) To report to the Commission at its seventy-first session on the 

implementation of the present resolution. 

Fifth plenary meeting 

23 May 2012 

Resolution 68/7 

Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022
90

 

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 

Recalling the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,
91

 the 

Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
92

 

and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
93

 

Recalling also previous General Assembly resolutions on the internationally 

agreed goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, in which the Assembly 

recognized the collective responsibility of Governments to uphold the principles of 

human dignity, equality and equity at the global level, and stressed the duty of 

member States to achieve greater justice and equality for all, in particular persons 

with disabilities, 

Recalling its resolutions 48/3 of 23 April 1992 and 58/4 of 22 May 2002, in 

which it proclaimed the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons from  1993 to 

2002, and its extension from 2003 to 2012, as well as the establishment of the United 

Nations trust fund for the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 

Expressing appreciation to the members and associate members as well as to 

the other stakeholders in the Asian and Pacific region, including persons with 

disabilities, for their commitment to promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, 

including through their financial contribution to the aforementioned fund and other 

funds, 

                                                 
90 See paras. 175 to 203 above. 

91 A/37/351/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, recommendation I (IV). 

92 General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex. 

93 General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex I. 
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Recognizing the positive impact of previous regional decades in increasing 

national action on the rights of persons with disabilities, while noting that many 

challenges remain, 

Emphasizing the importance of a participatory, comprehensive and multi-

sectoral approach in order to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities effectively, especially with the active and meaningful involvement of 

persons with disabilities, 

Acknowledging that there has been much improvement in the political, social 

and economic environment that has been conducive to the enhancement of the rights 

of persons with disabilities, and that technological advances, including information 

and communications technologies, have become instrumental in promoting, 

protecting and ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities, 

Taking note of the recommendation of the Committee on Social Development 

at its second session that the Commission proclaim a new decade, from 2013 to 2022, 

to promote the rights of persons with disabilities,
94

 with a view to addressing both 

remaining and emerging challenges, 

Reaffirming the significance of the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on 

the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled 

Persons, 2003-2012, to be hosted by the Government of the Republic of Korea in 

Incheon from 29 October to 2 November 2012, which will conclude the Asian and 

Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012, and is expected to adopt a strategic 

action framework for a new decade, 2013-2022, 

Noting the significance of mechanisms, including national financing and 

international cooperation, to support the full and effective implementation of a new 

decade, 2013-2022, 

Expressing appreciation for the proposed establishment by the Republic of 

Korea of a multi-donor trust fund, to be called the Make the Right Real Fund initiated 

by and based in the Republic of Korea and which will be founded on a public-private 

partnership, to support the successful implementation of a new decade, 2013-2022, 

1. Proclaims the period from 2013 to 2022 the Asian and Pacific Decade 

of Persons with Disabilities, with a view to addressing both remaining and emerging 

challenges, promoting, protecting and ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities, 

increasing ratification and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities,
93

 achieving the Millennium Development Goals and the United 

Nations development agenda beyond 2015; 

2. Urges all members and associate members to participate actively in 

the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting, and to consider and adopt a strategic 

framework to guide the implementation of the Decade that is based on the general 

principles and obligations stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities; 

3. Invites all members and associate members of the Commission, 

international development assistance agencies and the private sector to ensure the 

successful implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with 

Disabilities, 2013-2022; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to support members and associate 

members upon request, including through capacity-building and technical assistance, 

                                                 
94 E/ESCAP/67/11, para. 1. 
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in developing and pursuing national programmes and international cooperation during 

the forthcoming Decade; 

5. Also requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its 

sixty-ninth session, and triennially thereafter until the end of the Decade, on the 

progress in the implementation of the present resolution. 

Fifth plenary meeting 

23 May 2012 

Resolution 68/8 

Enhancing coordination within the United Nations system and cooperation with 

regional organizations for promoting regional development
95

 

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 62/208 of 19 December 2007, in 

which the Assembly, among other things, encouraged the United Nations 

development system to strengthen collaboration with regional and subregional 

intergovernmental organizations and regional banks, as appropriate and consistent 

with their respective mandates, and requested the regional commissions to further 

develop their analytical capacities to support country-level development initiatives at 

the request of the programme countries, and to support measures for more intensive 

inter-agency collaboration at the regional and subregional levels, 

Also recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1998/46 of 31 July 

1998 on further measures for the restructuring and revitalization of the United 

Nations in the economic, social and related fields, in which the Council reaffirmed the 

role of the regional commissions as regional outposts of the United Nations and 

called for close cooperation between the commissions and other relevant regional 

bodies in order to reinforce synergies and complementarities between their respective 

programmes of work, 

Further recalling its resolution 60/1 of 28 April 2004 containing the 

Shanghai Declaration, in which the members and associate members emphasized the 

Commission’s unique role as the most representative body for the Asian and Pacific 

region and its mandate as the main general economic and social development centre 

within the United Nations system for the Asian and Pacific region, and renewed their 

commitment to enhancing subregional and regional cooperation with a view to 

promoting sustainable development in the Asian and the Pacific region, 

Recognizing that the regional dimension of development is critical for an 

effective and coordinated response to an ever growing number of regional and global 

issues, and that regional responses are of increasing importance as a buffer against 

global shocks and crises, 

Emphasizing the importance of the regional and subregional levels as an 

essential building block of effective global governance, as they provide the critical 

link between the global and national levels, especially in the context of the ongoing 

discussions on an integrated approach to sustainable development and the 

development agenda beyond 2015, 

Stressing the significant role played by the regional commissions as part of 

the institutional landscape in each region through norm setting, dissemination and 

analytical functions as well as operational activities that are complementary and 

mutually reinforcing, and as important forums for articulating regional and 

subregional perspectives on global issues and building consensus within each region, 

                                                 
95 See paras. 241 to 245 above. 


