
d e v e lo p m en t, e x p a n s io n  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  e x p o r t s ,  d ev e lo p m en t o f  t r a n s p o r t  
and co m m u n ica tio n s , and im provem ent in  
p la n n in g , im p le m e n ta tio n  and management 
c a p a b i l i t i e s ;

4 . C a lls  upon i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  and 
r e g io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  to  g iv e  more fo c u s  
to  th e  s p e c i a l  p rob lem s o f  th e  la n d - lo c k e d  
and i s la n d  l e a s t  d ev e lo p e d  c o u n t r i e s  o f  
th e  r e g io n ;

5 . Urges a l l  ESCAP d e v e lo p in g  
members and a s s o c i a t e  members to  p ro v id e  
s u p p o r t  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t e f f o r t s  o f  th e  
l e a s t  d ev e lo p ed  c o u n t r i e s  w i th in  th e  
fram ework o f  th e  S u b s t a n t i a l  New Programme 
o f  A c tio n  and in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  r e g io n a l  
c o - o p e r a t io n ;

6 . C a lls  upon a l l  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  m em bers-o f th e  A sian  and P a c i f i c  
r e g io n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  in  th e  
p r e p a r a to r y  p ro c e s s  to  e n s u re  th e  s u c c e s s  
o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  C o n fe ren ce  on th e  
L e a s t D eveloped C o u n tr ie s ;

7 . C a lls  upon a l l  G overnm ents, 
in te rg o v e rn m e n ta l  and m u l t i l a t e r a l  d e v e l ­
opm ent i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and o th e r s  c o n c e rn e d , 
to  c o - o r d in a te  c l o s e l y  w ith  th e  U n ited  
N a tio n s  C o n fe ren ce  on T rad e  and D evel­
opm ent in  ta k in g  a l l  a p p r o p r ia te  s t e p s  to  
e n s u re  t h a t  a d e q u a te  p r e p a r a t io n s  a r e  
made fo r  th e  C o n fe ren ce  and to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
e f f e c t i v e l y  in  i t s  p r e p a r a to r y  p r o c e s s ;

8 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y  
in  c o - o r d in a t io n  w ith  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  
C o n fe ren ce  on T rade  and D evelopm ent and 
s u b je c t  to  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e x t r a b u d g e ta ry  
r e s o u r c e s :

(a) To u n d e r ta k e  an in -d e p th  
rev iew  o f  th e  c a u s e s  and c o n seq u en ces  o f  
th e  slow  grow th  in  th e  l e a s t  d ev e lo p e d  
c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  ESCAP re g io n  d u r in g  th e  
c u r r e n t  decad e  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  
S u b s t a n t i a l  New Programme o f  A c tio n  and 
to  make a p p r o p r ia te  recom m endations fo r  
a c t io n  by th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  com m unity;

(b) To convene a m e e tin g  o f  
s e l e c t e d  e x p e r t s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  rev iew  
m en tio n ed  abo v e;

(c) To o rg a n iz e  an in te r g o v e r n ­
m e n ta l m ee tin g  p r io r  to  th e  m ee tin g  o f  
th e  P re p a r a to r y  C om m ittee f o r  th e  U n ited  
N a tio n s  C o n fe ren ce  on th e  L e a s t  D eveloped 
C o u n tr ie s  to  be h e ld  in  M a rc h /A p ril 1990 , 
to  c o n s id e r  and to  work o u t  recommen­
d a t io n s  and p ro p o s a ls  fo r  n a t io n a l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t io n  to  a c c e l e r a t e  th e  
dev e lo p m en t p ro c e s s  o f  th o s e  c o u n t r i e s  in  
th e  1990s;

9 . A ls o  i n v i t e s  th e  donor c o u n t r i e s  
and m u l t i l a t e r a l  fu n d in g  a g e n c ie s  to  
p ro v id e  e x t r a b u d g e ta ry  s u p p o r t  fo r  
c a r r y in g  o u t  th e  above a c t i v i t i e s ;

10 . F u r th e r  r e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  Commission 
a t  i t s  f o r t y - f i f t h  s e s s io n  on p ro g re s s  
in  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  
r e s o l u t i o n .
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The Econom ic and S o c ia l  Com m ission  
f o r  A s ia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,

R e c a l l in g  Economic and S o c ia l  C o u n c il 
r e s o l u t i o n  1987/71  o f  8 J u ly  1987 on th e  
work programme in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u la t io n  
and Com m ission r e s o l u t i o n  260 (X L III) o f  
30 A p r i l  1987 on an ESCAP in t e g r a t e d  p la n  
o f  a c t io n  on human r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo p m en t,

R e c a l l in g  a ls o  G e n e ra l A ssem bly 
r e s o l u t i o n  39/228  o f  18 December 1984 on 
th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n fe ren ce  on P o p u la t io n  
and n o t in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  em phasis  
l a i d  on th e  s u c c e s s f u l  im p le m e n ta tio n  
o f  p o p u la t io n  p o l i c i e s  f o r  a c h ie v in g  an 
a d e q u a te  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,

F u r th e r  r e c a l l i n g  th e  recom m endations 
made a t  th e  T h ird  A sian  and P a c i f i c  
P o p u la t io n  C o n fe re n c e , h e ld  a t  Colombo in  
1982 , c o n ta in e d  in  th e  A s ia - P a c i f i c  C a l l  
fo r  A c tio n  on P o p u la t io n  and D evelopm ent,

A f f i r m in g  t h a t  unw anted h igh  
f e r t i l i t y  a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t s  th e  h e a l th  
and w e lf a r e  o f  i n d iv id u a l s  and f a m i l i e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  among th e  p o o r , and s e r io u s ly  
im pedes s o c i a l  and econom ic p r o g r e s s  in  
many c o u n t r i e s ,

A f f i r m in g  a ls o  th e  need to - i n t e g r a t e  
human r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t a s  an 
im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  o v e r a l l  n a t io n a l  
d ev e lo p m en t p r o c e s s e s ,

N o tin g  th e  em phasis  p la c e d  on q u a l i t y  
o f  l i f e  i s s u e s  a s  a b a s ic  d im en sio n  
o f  human r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  
J a k a r t a  P la n  o f  A c tio n  on Human R eso u rces  
D evelopm ent in  th e  ESCAP R eg io n , and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t in g  th e  recom m endations 
c o n ta in e d  in  t h a t  P lan  o f  A c tio n  
r e g a rd in g  r e s e a r c h  on and a n a ly s i s  o f  th e

2 /  See p a r a .  449 ab o v e .
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q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e  d im en sio n  o f  human 
r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t,

R e c o g n iz in g  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  ch an g es 
in  dem ograph ic  s i t u a t i o n s  o b ta in in g  in  
th e  c o u n t r i e s  and t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  th e  
A sian  and P a c i f i c  r e g io n ,

F u r th e r  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  im p o r ta n t  
l in k a g e s  betw een  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  human 
r e s o u r c e s  d eve lopm en t and ch an g es in  
m o r t a l i t y ,  f e r t i l i t y ,  m ig ra t io n  and 
s t r u c t u r e  and c o m p o s itio n  o f  p o p u la t io n ,

1 . C a lls  upon th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  to  c o n d u c t, s u b j e c t  to  th e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  an a n a l y t i c a l  
s tu d y  on th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  ch an g es  in  
dem ograph ic  s i t u a t i o n s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  
a s p e c t s  o f  human r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t;

2 . I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e
members in  a p o s i t i o n  to  do s o ,  co n c e rn e d  
d o n o rs  and r e l e v a n t  U n ited  N a tio n s
s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c ie s  and b o d ie s ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  P o p u la t io n
Fund, to  p ro v id e  f i n a n c i a l  and o th e r  
s u p p o r t  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  ab o v e -
m en tio n ed  s tu d y ,  and to  s u p p o r t  o th e r  
p o p u la t io n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  ESCAP 
s e c r e t a r i a t ;

3. I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members to  t r a n s m i t  to  th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  r e l e v a n t  d a ta  and o th e r  i n f o r ­
m a tio n , a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  on th e  ch an g es in  
th e  l e v e l s  and t r e n d s  o f  m o r t a l i t y ,  
f e r t i l i t y ,  m ig ra t io n  and s t r u c t u r e  and 
c o m p o s itio n  o f  p o p u la t io n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  on 
th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  human r e s o u r c e s  
d e v e lo p m en t, in  o rd e r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  
p r e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  above s tu d y ;

4 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y  
to  a s s i s t ,  s u b je c t  to  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
r e s o u r c e s ,  th e  members and a s s o c i a t e  
m em bers, upon r e q u e s t ,  in  th e  fo rm u la tio n  
and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  p o p u la t io n  p o l i c i e s  
and programmes a s  i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  o f  s o c io ­
econom ic d ev e lo p m en t p la n s ;

5 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y  
to  r e p o r t  to  th e  Com mission a t  i t s  f o r t y -  
f i f t h  s e s s io n  on th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  
th e  p r e s e n t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  and p r e s e n t  th e  
f in d in g s  and recom m endations o f  th e  s tu d y  
a t  su b se q u e n t s e s s i o n s .
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The Econom ic and S o c ia l  C om m ission  
f o r  A s ia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,

R e c a l l in g  th e  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  a c t io n  
c o n ta in e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  T h ird  
A sian  and P a c i f i c  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n fe ren ce  
on S o c ia l  w e lf a r e  and S o c ia l  D evelopm ent 
h ig h l i g h t i n g  a number o f  p o l ic y  i s s u e s  
r e q u i r in g  an in -d e p th  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  
th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in  th e  r e g io n ,

F u r th e r  r e c a l l i n g  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  259 
(X L III) o f  30 A p r i l  1987 c o n ta in in g  th e  
D e c la r a t io n  on th e  F o r t i e t h  A n n iv e rsa ry  
o f  ESCAP, in  w hich th e  C om m ission, i n t e r  
a l i a ,  c a l l e d  upon i t s  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members to  u n d e r ta k e  s p e c i f i c  
program m es in  th e  f i e l d  o f  human r e s o u r c e s  
d e v e lo p m e n t, k e ep in g  in  view  th e  ESCAP 
p la n  o f  a c t io n  in  t h a t  f i e l d ,

N o tin g  th e  em phasis  p la c e d  on 
q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e  i s s u e s  a s  a b a s i c  dim en­
s io n  o f  human r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t in  
th e  J a k a r t a  P la n  o f  A ction  on Human 
R eso u rces  D evelopm ent in  th e  ESCAP 
R eg ion , and p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t in g  th e  
recom m endations c o n ta in e d  in  t h a t  P lan  o f  
A c tio n  r e g a rd in g  r e s e a r c h  and a n a ly s i s  o f  
th e  q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e  d im en sio n  o f  human 
r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo p m en t,

1 . C a lls  upon th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  to  c o n d u c t , s u b j e c t  to  th e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  an a n a l y t i c a l  
su rv e y  on th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in  th e  
ESCAP re g io n  a s  a m ajo r i n i t i a l  a c t i v i t y  
in  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  J a k a r t a  P la n  o f  
A c tio n  on Human R eso u rces  D evelopm ent in  
th e  ESCAP R eg ion ;

2 . I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members to  t r a n s m i t  to  th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  a v a i l a b l e  c u r r e n t  d a ta  and 
o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r i e s  and 
t e r r i  t o r i e s ;

3 . I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members in  a p o s i t i o n  to  do s o ,  a s  w e ll  
a s  r e l e v a n t  U n ited  N a tio n s  s p e c i a l i z e d  
a g e n c ie s  and b o d ie s  co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in  A sia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,  
to  p ro v id e  f i n a n c i a l  and o th e r  a s s i s t a n c e  
to  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  su rv e y ;

10/  See p a r a .  202 a b o v e .
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