
267(X LIV ). The adoption and implementation 
o f  the principle o f  environmentally sound 

and sustainable development in the
Asian and Pacific region4/

The Econom ic and S o c ia l  Com m ission  
f o r  A s ia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,

R e c a l l in g  G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u t i o n  
4 2 /187  o f  11 December 1987 on th e  f in d in g s  
and recom m endations o f  th e  W orld Commis­
s io n  on E nv ironm en t and D evelopm ent and 
th e  in c lu s io n  by th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  
G e n e ra l Assem bly in  th e  p r o v i s io n a l  agenda 
o f  i t s  f o r t y - t h i r d  s e s s io n  in  1988 o f  a 
s u b - i te m  e n t i t l e d  "A lo n g - te rm  s t r a t e g y  
f o r  s u s t a in a b le  and e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  sound 
d e v e lo p m e n t" ,

N o tin g  t h a t  G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u ­
t i o n  4 2/18 6 o f  11 December 1987 on th e  
E n v iro n m e n ta l P e r s p e c t iv e  to  th e  Year 2000 
and  Beyond in c o r p o r a te s  c o n c lu s io n s  and 
recom m endations c o n ta in e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  
o f  th e  W orld C om m ission,

R e c o g n iz in g  th e  im p o r ta n t  c a t a l y t i c  
r o l e  p la y e d  by th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  E n v iro n ­
m ent Programme in  p ro m o tin g  th e  c o n c e p t 
o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  sound and s u s t a in a b le  
d ev e lo p m en t,

R e c a l l in g  th e  recom m endations o f  th e  
C o n fe ren ce  on th e  Human E nv ironm ent in  th e  
S ou th  P a c i f i c  h e ld  in  1982 and th o s e  o f  
th e  M i n i s t e r i a l - l e v e l  C o n fe ren ce  on th e  
E nv ironm ent in  A s ia , h e ld  in  1985,

R e c a l l in g  f u r t h e r  Com m ission r e s o l u ­
t i o n  224 (XXXVIII) o f  1 A p r i l  1982 on 
th e  in c o r p o r a t io n  o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l con­
s i d e r a t i o n s  in to  th e  econom ic and s o c i a l  
d ev e lo p m en t a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  C om m ission,

B ea rin g  in  m ind  th e  recom m endations 
o f  th e  Com m ittee on I n d u s t r y ,  T ech n o lo g y , 
Human S e t t le m e n ts  and th e  E nv ironm en t a t  
i t s  t e n th  s e s s io n  h e ld  in  S ep tem ber 1987,

N o tin g  w ith  co n cern  t h a t  d e s p i t e  th e  
p r o g r e s s  so  f a r  made w ith in  th e  r e g io n ,  
i t  c o n t in u e s  to  b a t t l e  su ch  p ro b lem s as 
d e p le t io n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  d e s e r t i ­
f i c a t i o n  and e n v iro n m e n ta l d e g r a d a t io n ,

A ls o  n o t in g  t h a t  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  
sound and s u s t a i n a b l e  d ev e lo p m en t 
g e n e r a l ly  demands t h a t  th e  v e ry  b a s ic  
n e e d s ,  in  b o th  th e  s e c t o r a l  and s p a t i a l  
c o n te x t s ,  o f  a l l  th e  p e o p le  a r e  m et and 
t h a t  th e y  a r e  p ro v id e d  w ith  th e  o p p o r­
t u n i t y  to  f u l f i l  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  a 
b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,

C onvinced  o f  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  econom ic and s o c i a l  
d ev e lo p m en t p o l i c i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  
an e s s e n t i a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  th e  e l i m i ­
n a t io n  o f  p o v e r ty  and  en h a n c in g  th e  
r a t i o n a l  u se  o f  l im i t e d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
on w hich p r e s e n t  and f u tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s  
d ep en d ,

R e a l i z in g  th e  huge p o t e n t i a l  o f  human 
r e s o u r c e s  in  th e  A sian  and  P a c i f i c  r e g io n  
and th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a l s o  in v o lv in g  non­
g o v e rn m e n ta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
com m unity, th e  m edia and th e  g e n e ra l  
p u b l ic  in  p ro m o tin g  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  sound 
and s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e lo p m en t,

W elcoming  th e  fo l lo w -u p  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n i t i a t e d  by th e  ESCAP s e c r e t a r i a t  on th e  
c o n c lu s io n s  and recom m endations c o n ta in e d  
in  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orld C om m ission, 
in  p a r t i c u l a r  th o s e  on th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  
p u b l ic  a w a re n e s s  and th e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  
e n v iro n m e n ta l c o n s id e r a t i o n s  i n to  d e v e l ­
opm ent p la n n in g ,

1 . I n v i t e s  i t s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members to  i n t e g r a t e  e n v iro n m e n ta l co n ­
s i d e r a t i o n s  in to  t h e i r  d ev e lopm en t 
p o l i c i e s  and program m es aim ed a t  c o n t r i ­
b u t in g  to  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  sound and 
s u s t a in a b le  d ev e lo p m en t;

2 . U rges i t s  members and  a s s o c i a t e  
members to  fo c u s  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t iv e  
e f f o r t s  on th o s e  e n v iro n m e n ta l i s s u e s  
t h a t  a f f e c t  th e  common w e l l - b e in g  o f  th e  
p e o p le  o f  th e  A sian  and  P a c i f i c  r e g io n  
in  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  dev e lo p m en t 
p r o j e c t s ;

3 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y ,  
in  c o - o p e r a t io n  w ith  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  
E nv ironm en t Program m e, to  u n d e r ta k e ,  
w i th in  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a c r o s s -  
s e c t o r a l ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  s tu d y  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orld Commis­
s io n  on E nv ironm en t and D evelopm ent and 
th e  E n v iro n m e n ta l P e r s p e c t iv e  to  th e  Year 
2000 and Beyond, in  o rd e r  to  i d e n t i f y  
i s s u e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  r e le v a n c e  to  th e  
A sian  and  P a c i f i c  r e g io n  a n d , w here 
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  make p ro p o s a ls  f o r  a c t io n  by 
th e  Com m ission and  i t s  s u b s id i a r y  b o d ie s  
f o r  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  sound 
and s u s t a in a b le  d ev e lo p m en t and i d e n t i f y  
a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  
s u s t a in a b le  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  e x i s t i n g  
programme o f  work o f  th e  s e c r e t a r i a t ;

4 . F u r th e r  r e q u e s t s  th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  to  p r e p a r e ,  w i th in  a v a i l a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s ,  a p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  on th e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  ESCAP to  th e  e f f o r t s  b e in g  
made to w ard s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d ev e lo p m en t f o r  
c o n s id e r a t io n  by th e  Com m ission a t  i t s4 /  See p a r a .  368 ab o v e .
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f o r t y - f i f t h  s e s s i o n ,  and f o r  s u b m is s io n , 
th ro u g h  th e  Economic and S o c ia l  C o u n c i l ,  
to  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly a t  i t s  f o r t y -  
fo u r th  s e s s io n  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  p a r a ­
g rap h  18 o f  G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u t i o n  
4 2 /1 8 7 ;

5 . A ls o  i n v i t e s  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members in  a p o s i t i o n  to  do s o ,  
and c o n c e rn e d  d o n o rs  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  to  p ro v id e  a d d i t i o n a l  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u rc e s  to  a s s i s t  d e v e lo p in g  
c o u n t r i e s  in  i d e n t i f y i n g ,  a n a ly s in g ,  m oni­
t o r i n g ,  p r e v e n t in g  and m anaging e n v iro n ­
m e n ta l p rob lem s in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  t h e i r  
n a t i o n a l  d ev e lo p m en t p l a n s ,  p r i o r i t i e s  
and o b j e c t i v e s ;

6 . D ecid es  t o  convene a m i n i s t e r i a l -  
l e v e l  c o n fe re n c e  on th e  e n v iro n m e n t in  
1990 , and to  in c lu d e  in  th e  agenda an  item  
to  re v ie w  th e  p r o g r e s s  in  th e  fo l lo w -u p  
to  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orld Com m ission and 
to  i d e n t i f y  f u r th e r  m easu res  to  be ta k e n  
in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  A sian  and P a c i f i c  
r e g io n .

677th  m ee tin g  
20 A p r i l  1988

268 (XLIV). Shelter strategies towards 
the year 20005/

The Econom ic and S o c ia l  C om m ission  
Cor A s ia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,

R e c a l l in g  G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u ­
t i o n s  37 /221  o f  20 December 1982 and 
41/190  o f  8 December 1986 on th e  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  Y ear o f  S h e l t e r  f o r  th e  H om eless,

R e c a l l in g  a ls o  G e n e ra l A ssem bly 
r e s o l u t i o n  4 2 /191  o f  11 December 1987 on 
th e  G lo b a l S t r a te g y  f o r  S h e l t e r  to  th e  
Year 2000,

R e c o g n iz in g  th e  need  to  fo llo w  up 
th e  Year by c o n c r e te  a c t i o n ,  a s  a d e q u a te  
and s e c u re  s h e l t e r  i s  a b a s i c  human need  
and i s  v i t a l  to  th e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  human 
a s p i r a t i o n s ,

C oncerned  a b o u t th e  p r e s e n t  a la rm in g  
s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  r e g io n ,  in  w h ich , 
d e s p i t e  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  G overnm ents and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  m i l l i o n s  o f  
p e o p le  f in d  th e m se lv e s  l i v i n g  e i t h e r  
c o m p le te ly  w ith o u t  s h e l t e r  o r  in  s h e l t e r  
u n f i t  f o r  human h a b i t a t i o n ,

D eep ly  co n c e rn e d  by th e  s p re a d  o f  
slum s and s q u a t t e r  s e t t l e m e n ts  la c k in g  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  and 
th e  g e n e r a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  th e  q u a l i t y  
o f  l i f e  in  r u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s ,

R e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  t h i s  la m e n ta b le  
s i t u a t i o n  can  a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t  th e  s o c i a l ,  
econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  
c o u n t r i e s ,

T a k in g  n o te  o f  th e  recom m endation  o f  
th e  C om m ittee on I n d u s t r y ,  T ech n o lo g y , 
Human S e t t le m e n ts  and  th e  E n v iro n m en t, a t  
i t s  t e n th  s e s s i o n ,  on th e  s t r a t e g y  fo r  
s h e l t e r  up to  th e  y e a r  2000 ,

E ncouraged  by th e  i n i t i a t i v e s  ta k e n  
in  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  r e g io n ,  su ch  
a s  p r e p a r in g  n a t io n a l  s h e l t e r  s t r a t e g i e s  
and p ro m o tin g  o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s ig n e d  
to  a c h ie v e  th e  g o a l  o f  s h e l t e r  f o r  a l l  by 
th e  y e a r  2000,

1 . U rges a g a in  a l l  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members t o  com m it th e m se lv e s  to  
th e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  G lo b a l S t r a te g y  f o r  
S h e l t e r  to  th e  Y ear 2000;

2 . I n v i t e s  members and  a s s o c i a t e  
members to  a d o p t and im plem ent s h e l t e r  
s t r a t e g i e s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  g u id e ­
l i n e s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  c o n ta in e d  in  
s e c t i o n  I  o f  th e  annex  to  G e n e ra l A ssem bly 
r e s o lu t io n  4 2 /1 9 1 , w hich  w i l l  e n a b le  th e  
m o b i l iz a t io n  o f  a l l  f o r c e s  and r e s o u r c e s  
in  th e  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  
th e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  S t r a te g y ;

3 . A ls o  i n v i t e s  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members in  a p o s i t i o n  to  do s o ,  
and co n c e rn e d  d o n o rs  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  to  p ro v id e  a d d i t i o n a l  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  a s s i s t  d e v e lo p in g  
c o u n t r i e s  in  th e  f o rm u la t io n  and  im plem en­
t a t i o n  o f  s h e l t e r  s t r a t e g i e s ;

4 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y  
t o  en co u ra g e  and a s s i s t ,  w i th in  a v a i l a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s ,  th e  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members in  th e  fo rm u la t io n  o f  s h e l t e r  
s t r a t e g i e s  and  ta k e  o th e r  m easu res  t h a t  
w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  ex ch an g e  o f  in fo rm a tio n  
and e x p e r ie n c e  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  
g u id e l in e s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  
c o n ta in e d  in  s e c t io n  I I  o f  th e  annex  to  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u t i o n  4 2 /1 9 1 ;

5 . A ls o  r e q u e s ts  t h e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y  t o  p la c e  th e  s u b j e c t  " S h e l te r  
s t r a t e g i e s  to w ard s th e  y e a r  2000" a s  an 
ite m  on th e  agenda o f  th e  s e s s io n s  o f  th e  
Com mission in  a l t e r n a t e  y e a r s  b e g in n in g  
from  1990, so  a s  t o  re v ie w  th e  p r o g r e s s  
to w ard s  th e  g o a l  o f  s h e l t e r  f o r  a l l  by5 /  See p a r a s .  337-339 ab o v e .
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