
o f  11 December 1969, th e  tw e n t ie th  
a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  w hich w i l l  be o b se rv e d  by 
th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  com m unity in  1989 , and 
G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u t i o n  4 2 /4 8  o f  
30 November 1987 on th e  tw e n t ie th  
a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  on S o c ia l  
P ro g re s s  and D evelopm ent,

Commending th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
s e c r e t a r i a t  in  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  i t s  
r e s o l u t i o n  252 (XLII) o f  2 May 1986 on th e  
s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  r u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, in  
p a r t i c u l a r  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  and r e p o r t  o f  
th e  r e g io n a l  Sem inar on th e  R ole o f  Women 
in  S o c ia l  and Economic D evelopm ent w ith  
S p e c ia l  R e fe re n c e  to  R u ra l D evelopm ent,

T aking  n o te  o f  docum ent E/ESCAP/617 
on th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  s p e c i a l  ESCAP 
m andates in  th e  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  
d ev e lo p m en t,

1 .  I n v i t e s  i t s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members to  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  in  th e  
fo rm u la t io n  o f  a r e g io n a l  s o c i a l  d e v e l 
opm ent s t r a t e g y  to  th e  y e a r  2000 and 
beyond , w ith  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  
s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  r u r a l  d ev e lo p m en t;

2 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y
to  pay  a p p r o p r ia te  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s o c i a l  
a s p e c ts  o f  r u r a l  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e
fo rm u la tio n  o f  t h a t  s t r a t e g y ;

3 . R e q u e s ts  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y
to  c o n t in u e  to  a c c o rd  p r i o r i t y  con
s i d e r a t i o n  to  th e  s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  r u r a l  
d ev e lopm en t and to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  exchange 
o f  e x p e r ie n c e  among, th e  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members in  s o lv in g  p ro b lem s o f  
s o c i a l  d ev e lo p m en t in  r u r a l  a r e a s .
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The Econom ic and S o c ia l  Com m ission  
f o r  A s ia  and th e  P a c i f i c ,

R e c a l l in g  G e n e ra l A ssem bly r e s o l u t i o n  
4 2 /104  o f  7 December 1987 p ro c la im in g  
1990 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i te r a c y  Year and 
recom m ending t h a t  th e  r e g io n a l  com m issions 
c o n s id e r  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  forum s th e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  th e y  c o u ld  make to  th e  
s u c c e s s  o f  th e  Y ear,

R e c a l l in g  t h a t  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  
i l l i t e r a c y  i s  re c o g n iz e d  by th e  U n iv e r s a l  
D e c la ra tio n , o f  Human R ig h ts  and th e

3 /  See p a r a .  209 above

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C ovenan t on E conom ic, S o c ia l  
and C u l tu r a l  R ig h ts ,  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  
f o r  e n s u r in g  th e  r i g h t  to  e d u c a t io n ,

R e c a l l in g  a ls o  t h a t  th e  e l im in a t io n  
o f  i l l i t e r a c y  i s  an  im p o r ta n t  t a r g e t  o f  
th e  i n t e g r a t e d  p la n  o f  a c t io n  on human 
r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo p m en t,

E m p h a siz in g  t h a t  w id e sp re a d  i l l i 
t e r a c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  many d e v e lo p in g  
c o u n t r i e s ,  s e r i o u s l y  h in d e r s  th e  p ro c e s s  
o f  econom ic and s o c i a l  d ev e lopm en t and 
c u l t u r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  ad v an cem en t,

C o n s id e r in g  t h a t  th e  A sian  and 
P a c i f i c  r e g io n ,  encom passing  some o f  th e  
m ost p o p u lo u s  c o u n t r i e s  in  th e  w o r ld ,  h a s  
th e  b u lk  o f  th e  w o r ld 's  i l l i t e r a t e s  
and th e  h ig h e s t  number o f  n o n - e n r o l le d  
c h i ld r e n  in  th e  p r im a ry  age g ro u p ,

R e c o g n iz in g .  t h a t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L i t e r a c y  Year i s  a means o f  e n h an c in g  
w orldw ide  p u b l ic  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
prob lem  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  and o f  th e  need to  
in c r e a s e  e f f o r t s  to  d is s e m in a te  e d u c a t io n ,

C o n s id e r in g  i t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o n t r i 
b u te  a p p r o p r i a t e ly  to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i te r a c y  Y ear,

1 .  I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
members t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  in  th e  
p r e p a r a t io n  and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  I n t e r 
n a t io n a l  L i te r a c y  Year a t  b o th  th e  
r e g io n a l  and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  by c a r r y in g  
o u t  program m es and m easu res  fo r  th e  Y ear;

2 . Recommends t h a t  members and 
a s s o c i a t e  members pay s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  
to  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
Programme f o r  th e  U n iv e r s a l i z a t io n  and 
Renewal o f  P rim ary  E d u c a tio n  and th e  
E r a d ic a t io n  o f  I l l i t e r a c y  in  A sia  and th e  
P a c i f i c  (APPEAL);

3 . I n v i t e s  members and a s s o c i a t e  
m em bers, and i n t e r e s t e d  in te rg o v e rn m e n ta l  
and  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  t o  c o 
o p e r a te  a c t i v e l y  in  b o th  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  
and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L i te r a c y  Year w ith  a v iew  to  th e  
e l im in a t io n  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  by th e  end o f  
t h i s  c e n tu r y ;

4 . R e q u e s ts  t h e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y ,  
in  c o - o r d in a t io n  w ith  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  
E d u c a t io n a l ,  S c i e n t i f i c  and C u l tu r a l  
O r g a n iz a t io n ,  to  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  
w here ESCAP c o u ld  le n d  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  
human r e s o u r c e s  d ev e lo p m en t in  t h i s  f i e l d .
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