the regional (stitutions, wncluding joint activities among
them, and also dec:ded to elect 15 members to the
Council,

Taking note of the report of the Counci on s
first sesston,

Apprecuting the action taken by the Executive
Secretary towards the implementation of the relevant
resolutions of the Commussion,

Grareful to the Unted Nations Development
Programme for s conunued contnbutions to the
regional institutions,

Apprecative of the assistance rendered by the
members and associate members of the Commission
and other donor countries,

Beanng i mund the possible changes in the gquan
tum and nature of future financial assistance by the
United Nations Development Programme,

Reahizing the need for further steps to achieve
greater collaboration among the regonal nstitutions
and effect creased co-ordination of their activities,

1 Rewerates its wish that the regional tramng
and research nstitations should continue to function
as institunions under the auspices of the Commission
and to be closely linked to the United Nations system,

2 Resolves that the Intergovernmental Govern-
mg Councll of the Reponal Traiming and Research
Institutions shall be renamed “Governing Counci of
the Regional Trainng and Research Institutions”,

3 Requests the Executive Secretary to continue
to act on behalf of the Counci and to take such mea-
sures with regard to the working of the institutions as
may be required to implement the resolutions of the
Commission and the decisions of the Council,

4 Further requests the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme to continue to designate the Commus-
ston as executing agency for the regronal traimng and
rescarch institutions that are supported by the United
Nations Development Programme,

S Urges the Unted Nations Development
Programme to consider the continuation of an appro-
pnate level of mmsttutional support to the regonal
mstitutions it already supports with, at the same time,
an expanded volume of programme support, parti
cularly from the regonal indicative planning figure for
the ESCAP region,

6 Further urges the Umted Natons Develop-
ment Programme to provide institutional and pro-
gramme support to the Asia and Pacific Centre for
Women and Development, which has so far received
no assistance from that source

7  Requests the Executive Secretary to consult
the Secretary-General of the Umted Nations with a
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view to explonng the possibiity of providing, out of
the regular budget of the Umited Nations, institutional
support to the regional trarung and research nstitutions
under the auspices of the Commussion, in the same
manner as in the case of the Laun Amencan Institute
for Economic and Social Plannng,

8 Furrher requests the Executive Secretary to
explore with the Secretary-General of the Umited Na-
tions, the Umted Nations Development Programme and
members and associate members of the Commssion and
other potential donors the possibility of estabhishung
an endowment fund and its modalities as a measure
to solve the financial problems facing the regional
traimng and research institutions,

9  Appeals to all members and associate mem-
bers of the Commission, other donor countnes and
nterested agencies, foundations and nstitutions to
pledge urgently required additional funds for the re-
gional trmmng and research mstitutions to enable them
to implement their work programmes,

10 Resolves that, in the event of 1t being cons
dered necessary to establish an additional regonal
traming and research nstitution, before a decision 1s
made the need for such an wmstitution should be ex
amined by the Commission in the light of the capa-
bifity of existing regional institutions, so as to avoid
duphication of functions, and 1n terms of the availability
of sufficient financial support to enable the proposed
mnstitution to operate at mimumum vaabiity levels,

t1 Requests the Governing Council te examine
the question of the possible restructuring of exssting
regional traiung and research nsuituhions 1n order to
achueve reduction of operational costs and the optimum
use of resources as well as the goal of assisting member
countries,

12 Resolves that the Asia and Pacific Centre
for Women and Development shall be renamed “Asian
and Pacific Centre for Women and Development”,

13 Reguests the Executive Secretary to bnng
thus resolution to the attention of the Goverrung Council
of the Umited Nations Development Programme at ts
next meeting for appropnate action,

14 Further requests the Executive Secretary
to report to the Commussion at 1ts thurty {ifth session on
the implementation of thus resolution

531sr meenng
15 March 1978

184 (XXXIV) Human settlements’

The Economic and Socual Commssion for Asa
and the Pacific,

5 See para 183 above



Noting the important role of human settiements in
the improvement of the social and economic conditions
of the peoples of the region,

Considering that human settlements should be
viewed as an instrument of socio-economic develop-
ment,

Begring in mind the recommendations of Habitat:
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,
held at Vancouver in June 1976,

Recalling that in its resolution 32/162 of 19
December 1977 the General Assembly decided, inter
alig, that:

{a) The Economic and Social Council should
transform the Committee on Housing, Building and
Planning into a Commission on Human Settlements,
one of whose objectives would be to strengthen co-
operation and co-participation in the domain concerned
among all countries and regions;

(b) A secretariat, to be named *United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)”, should be
established to service the Commission on Human Set-
tlements and, inter alia, supplement the resources of
the regions in formulating and implementing human
settlement projects when so required;

(c) There should be close links between the
Centre and the United Nations Environment Programme,
and for that reason the location of the Centre shouid
be at Nairobi;

and recormmended that:

(a) The responsibility for implementing regional
and subregional programmes should be gradually trans-
ferred to regional organjzations;

(b) The regional commissions should consider
the establishment of regional intergovernmental com-
mittees on human settlements which should co-ordinate
their activities with those of the Commission on Human
Settlements and report to it through the appropriate
regional commissions;

{c) The budgetary and personnel resources
available to each regional secretariat unit should consist
of those available from the regular budgetary resources
and those redeployed from the aggregate posts available
to the central secretariat, and those provided through
voluntary contributions, including contributions to the
Unijted Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Founda-
tion,

Noting that in the report of the Regional Con-
ference on Human Settlements in the ESCAP region it
was emphasized that staff resources of the secretariat
should be strengthened by redeployment from the
global level to the regional level to sccompany the
decentralization of activities in the field of human
settlements,

81

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to confet
at an early date with the Executive Directors of the
Centre for Human Settlements, when the Centre is
established, and the United Nations Environment
Programme and to take mutually agreed measures:

(a) To effect redeployment of adequate staff
together with related costs and other appropriate re-
sources from the global level to ESCAP;

(b) To bring about greater regionalization of
programmes in the field of human settlements;

(c} To ensure the necessary co-ordination and
collaboration in the formulation, execution and moni-
toring of regional and subregional programmes and
projects in the field of human settlements;

2. Further requests the Executive Secretary
to report to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session
on the impiementation of this resolution.

531st meeting
15 March 1978

185 (XXX1V). Strengthening the capacity of the
Commission to contribute more effectively to
the solution of the population problems
of the region®

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific,

Recognizing that population is a crucial factor
in the socio-€conomic development process, and also
that population policies and programmes need to be
formulated as an integral part of over-all development,

Recalling the Declaration of Population Strategy
for Development adopted at the Second Asian Popu-
lation Conference, held at Tokyo in 1972, and the
principles and objectives of the World Population
Plan of Action adopted by the World Population Con-
ference, held at Bucharest in 1974,

Noting that the Regional Post-World Population
Conference Coansultation in 1975 and the ESCAP
Committee on Population at its first session in 1976
requested the Commission to assign a high level of
priority to the subject of population,

Noting further that continued efforts in imple-
menting population policies and programmes have con-
tributed significantly to the achievement of develop-
mental goals in a number of countries of the region,

Recognizing that the problems of population
growth and distribution continue to pose a serious

6 See paras. 445451 above.



