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Statement’:
Supporting Health and Human Rights in Drug Policy

Respect, protect and promote human rights

The UNODC has affirmed that all of its programs, policies and technical advice
should further the realization of human rights, and cooperation between the UNODC
and Member States should have as an outcome the development of States’ capacities
to meet their human rights obligations.? In 2019, the UN System Chief Executives
Board for Coordination committed the UN system to “ensure the respect for the
dignity and human rights of people who use drugs in all aspects of drug and social
policies.”® The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirms that
“Indigenous individuals have an equal right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health.”* However, attention to specific human rights
concerns remains contentious at the CND, and in some settings violations have
increased.®

We urge Member States to address:
e Access to controlled substances for medical purposes;
e Stigmatization of people who use drugs;
e Over-incarceration and disproportionality in sentencing;
e Drug detention centres;
e Extrajudicial executions; and
e The death penalty.

We also urge Member States to promote harmonization of domestic laws and policies
with concrete normative guidance, such as the International Guidelines on Human
Rights and Drug Policy,® assisting States in complying with international human
rights standards.

Promote and adopt more comprehensive and sophisticated indicators for
evaluating the impacts of drug policy

The narrow set of indicators used to evaluate drug policy has historically failed to
provide insight into how drugs and drug policies affect peace and security,
development and human rights, as well as the health issues that intersect all three. It
is therefore paramount to ensure the revised ARQ is consistent with the UNGASS
Outcome Document.” Efforts by the UN System Coordination Task Team are also
positioned to fill gaps and address limitations of the revised ARQ, particularly with
respect to measuring the impact of drugs and drug policies on health, peace and
security, development and human rights.8

We urge Member States to:

e Include language in the revised ARQ that is consistent with the UNGASS
Outcome Document, 9 including language about human rights, human
development and the Sustainable Development Agenda; and

e Consider and support opportunities for engaging the UN System
Coordination Task Team to contribute to UN system-wide coherence.
Ensure full access to essential medicines and facilitate medical research

Ensuring the availability of controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes
is a fundamental objective of the UN drug conventions and an obligation of Member
States that has been achieved by few countries to date.®

Appropriate access to controlled medicines is strongly supported by the CND and
World Health Assembly Resolutions.'%!21%14 Despite broad international support for
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these commitments, too often the resolutions have been undermined by calls for
additional essential medicines to be placed under international control, including
ketamine, tramadol and pregabalin, despite the adverse impact these controls would
have on access for medical uses, a concern of particular importance in many low-
income countries.’®

We urge Member States to:

e Recognize and reinforce the leading role of the WHO as the primary
specialized agency for health within the UN system;

e Recognize and advocate for the authority and role of the WHO in assessing
substances for international control through the Expert Committee on Drug
Dependence, strengthening access to controlled medicines and executing its
responsibilities under the international drug control treaties on medical and
scientific matters.

e Provide the WHO the oversight role to ensure that the drug control
conventions and system support a public health approach; and

e Emphasize the obligation of the International Narcotics Control Board to
ensure the availability of controlled substances for medical and scientific
purposes and to ensure that inappropriate regulatory barriers are not in

16
place.

4. Recognize the effect of drug policies on youth, support evidence-informed
education and meaningfully include young people in policy-making

Current drug policies and accompanying education and prevention approaches
focused on prohibition have failed to achieve the objectives of protecting the
wellbeing of children, promoting delay of onset of use and preventing problematic
youth substance use.” When youth are made a central theme in developing policy but
denied an active role in the process, it disregards their autonomy and expertise. '8

We urge Member States to:

e Acknowledge that the right to education as outlined in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child® is a key component in the protection of youth and
entitles young people to education about drugs that is rooted in scientific
evidence and harm reduction;

e Recognize that youth have the right to access harm reduction services and
evidence-based voluntary drug dependence treatment, including drug
substitution therapies;? and

o Emphasize the negative impacts of law enforcement approaches on children
and youth.

5. Ensure meaningful representation of diverse civil society, including people who
use(d) drugs

The participation of civil society organizations and the meaningful inclusion of
people who use drugs in drug policy dialogues is required to successfully address
drug issues. Given their engagement in affected communities, civil society
organizations — including those of people who use or have used drugs — have unique
contributions to make to these debates and to implementing policies and programs on
the ground. The continued involvement of people who use drugs ensures policies are
grounded in their voice, human rights and dignity.

We urge Member States to support the meaningful participation of civil society
(including Indigenous peoples, youth, people who use drugs and communities
particularly affected by problematic drug use and by drug policies) at international
drug policy meetings, including the CND.
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