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Statement

Women’s empowerment and its link to sustainable development:

Because women are better at investing and managing their economic activities
for the care and raising of the family, they are identified as an unquestionable lever
for our country’s present, future and long-term development

Although women are active in nearly all sectors, they are more numerous in
the informal sector, where they represent around two-thirds of the workforce.

In the market gardening business, the problems encountered are the following:

Transportation of food supplies; distribution and sale at market; risk of
enormous losses with perishable foodstuffs; poor management of the commercial
process; inadequate techniques for processing, conservation and storage.

Solutions:

Set up supply points for these products across the entire country; programme a
broad awareness-raising campaign for people in these zones; encourage road
improvement projects, involving local people closely through the various third-
degree chieftaincies and civil society organizations, in partnership with the Ministry
of Public Works; create training and skills-upgrading facilities for these women,
focused on candidates from small and medium-sized enterprises; establish facilities
for the purchase, processing, packaging and resale of perishable produce.

Selection of two products: vegetables and tomatoes

The processing, packaging, conservation and storage of vegetables in a
processing unit will offer an economic boost for women, by substantially reducing
losses due to spoilage; the creation of markets aimed at other women (vegetable
stalls, etc.); the creation of jobs; a reliable source of supply for the external market.
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