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Statement

Educational Foundation for African Women has hemgary focus on girl child
education in Africa. This Non-Governmental Organiaa is also concerned about
violence against girls and women among other objest Educational Foundation
for African Women has contributed significantly ¢irl child education in various
parts of Africa and advocated for stern disciplynactions to address the issue of
violence, especially domestic violence, which madten affects the girl child
adversely.

The enunciation of the Beijing Declaration andtRlem for Action forms a
great landmark in the global search for a gendéarix®ed, development oriented and
rancour free society. Virtually all important area$ the gender spectrum of
activities and relations are touched by this vitatument. It is twenty years down
the road towards the establishment of the envisaigedl global society where
gender equity, freedom and harmony form the bak&istainable development. The
scorecard has been quite impressive in some arddle w several others it has
fallen short of expectation.

It is the candid submission of Educational Fouramtafor African Women that
within the period under review there has been aarkable increase in the
enrolment of girls in schools in Africa. Some areagpear to have a higher
enrolment of girls than others. In Nigeria, for tausce, while the girl child’s school
enrolment in the southern states has risen by 80gper cent, in the northern states
the rise has been as low as 20 per cent. Howewectitical issue is the retention
rate. Many of these girls do not finish their sedary/high school. They drop out
for a number of reasons:

* Poverty
* Insecurity
» Teenage Pregnancy

» Early Marriage and harmful/religious practices

Poverty

In Africa more often than not over 60 per centtloé populace live in abject
poverty. Even in those countries that have, in nét¢enes achieved some economic
breakthrough, the resources are so inequitablyidiged that the average family
does not benefit from them. While a class of theisty can afford to send their
children (male and female alike) abroad to studyshmhers cannot afford to send
theirs to basic public schools. It is a known fattAfrica that when resources are
limited the average family gets the girls to stepida for their male siblings to
continue with their education.

Insecurity

In war torn or conflict ridden countries, the gathild is usually hit the worst.
She is kidnapped, raped or killed by ravaging “isbe“freedom fighters”
“Religious fundamentalists” or whatever name tagythare identified by. The
kidnapping of over two hundred school girls in Gdith Bornu State Nigeria in April
2014 is possibly the most horrific of such massimise of the girl child’s right to
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education. This sad saga that led to the #BRINGBACKHRGIRLS campaign has
drawn international condemnation for the perpetsto

Teenage pregnancy

More and more teenage school girls are gettingypaat and dropping out of
school. Some of them are victims of rape while oshfall prey to the enticement of
a novel, maverick set of gangsters who lure theta pregnancy, promising to buy
their babies off them at stupendous amounts of momke latter group consists of
girls, usually from poverty stricken families. Thigs resulted in a new type of
trafficking — trafficking in babies. Some buildingare clandestinely used to
harbour teenage pregnant girls till they put to laed their babies taken off them
and sold off. Our research also shows that somtherh get into the hands of ritual
murderers. The secret buildings where the preggaid are kept are called “baby
factories”. There are several instances of this Nigeria and possibly other
neighbouring countries.

Early marriage and harmful cultural/religious pra ctices

Across Africa, early marriage for girls is a serso menace truncating the
education and enlightenment of these girls and fézinig poverty. This practice is
often attached to religious and cultural practiceésme claim it is germane for girls
to be married off as soon as possible “before thegome corrupted”. This is the
same reason they adduce for promoting Female QeMitélation. They claim it is
to guard against promiscuity for the girls. For maother cases poverty is the
culprit, as parents are only too eager to do awéh @nother mouth to feed and
while doing so also rakes in some resources irfahm of bride price.

Violence against women and girls

As earlier noted another area of work for us is dtampaign against violence
against women and girls. It is regrettable thatlemce against girls and women is
on the increase. It has in fact become radicaliZeitled to beating are several other
terrible acts. Girlfriends or wives are bathed wébid to show discontent. Rape
now is not only a weapon of war but is also use@ &sasual” display of bestiality.
Girls as young as three or five years are rapedney they look up to for care,
comfort and protection.

The situation in many African countries is thaesk crimes are hardly ever
punished. Most of these countries have either glgmeratified the Convention to
Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Womdyut unfortunately have not
domesticated it in their countries. For the locassues like rape, wife battery etc.
are waived off as “domestic” not needing any elaber attention of security
agencies if any. Luckily, quite a number of Non-@ovmental Organizations have
intervened to draw attention to the injustice ahé wiolation of women’s rights,
even if they are not able to obtain a sentenceHerculprit.

Recommendations

The Educational Foundation for African Women recoemds to the
Commission on the Status of Women and governments:
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» The security of schools be made a priority glbbdut especially in Africa.
Security must be ensured for schools. It was le#rat the school from which
the Chibok girls were abducted had no fencing wbeter. We should work
towards having schools, especially girls’ schodlgarrisoned” as it were.
Measures should also be put in place to ensurestiety of the teachers.
Every arm of the government, Federal, State and ltheal Government
Councils should be fully/actively involved in thegeocesses. International
support would provide a significant boost to theiowas’ efforts.

Massive public enlightenment campaigns be emddrlkupon in various
countries, especially the developing countriesespect of reproductive health
for girls and women and the consequences of igrmgaor neglect of this
crucial aspect of our lives. There is need for @aged public enlightenment in
various societies especially in Africa on reproduethealth issues to curb the
escalating rate of teenage pregnancy in seconddryads. The “Baby factory”
malaise should not only be condemned but shouldlamped down on. | feel
very happy to report that in November 2013, we #adextensive campaign
against the sale of babies and child pornographyba, Abia State in the
southeast of Nigeria. The campaign included med@aticasts of jingles in
both the local language, Igho and in English, eslland lectures. The outing
was very successful as shortly after it the AbeEtestgovernment demolished a
big private hospital in Aba that had allegedly beenving as a “baby factory”.

Expedite action on the domestication of the Gamtion on Elimination of all

Forms of Discrimination Against Women in all theuedries that have so far
signed or ratified it in their various countries.ally a time many United
Nations treaties, conventions etc. are signed ofified by various

governments but all this remain on paper and ardlfiaver implemented or
domesticated in their respective countries. Thisstpe must change to
achieve progress in the desired goals.

Constant/persistent efforts be made to boosir theonomies and ensure to a
large extent a fairly equitable distribution of oesces, so the level of poverty
could be substantially reduced as poverty is resfida for a high number of

cases of out of school girls.

» Efforts be made to discourage early marriage fioe girl child in their
countries as this practice keeps girls and womenrpgteally in bondage of
ignorance and poverty.
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