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Statement

Gender-based violence

Gender-based violence has become a major isstecant times. It reflects the
extent to which women’s human rights are threaterntbdreby leading to women
remaining voiceless on many of the issues concgrrand affecting their lives.
Violence against women, particularly domestic viade and rape, is widespread and
results in their increased vulnerability to HIV/ASD In Nigeria, harmful traditional
practices, meant to control women’s sexuality, hbkto great sufferings. Notable
among them is the practice of female genital mtibla which is a violation of
basic rights and a major lifelong risk to women'satlh. Another major violence
against women is the insalubrious attitude of wbfmating and women trafficking.

The underlying force behind this behaviour is tbelief that women are
inferior and are supposed to be treated as sectass$ citizens in the society. In
order to tap into the potential of women, gendenss#éve policies that entrench
equity between men and women are key.

Equal relationships between men and women in matiesexual relations and
reproduction, including full respect for the phyaidntegrity of the human body,
require mutual respect and willingness to acceppoasibility for the consequences
of sexual behaviour. Sensitivity and equity in gendelations enhance and promote
respectful and harmonious partnerships between amenwomen. However, women
who are economically disadvantaged are less likelyescape from any form of
violence.

The patriarchal nature of our society renders womsecially disadvantaged
and excluded from benefitting from most economigaunities. How will the
change happen for a woman with no chance to beaumally independent?
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