United Nations E/cn6s2015n6011

Economic and Social Council  bistr: ceneral

28 October 2014

Original: English

Commission on the Status of Women

Fifty-ninth session

9-20 March 2015

Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women
and to the special session of the General Assemldgtitled
“Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace
for the twenty-first century”

Statement submitted by ACT Alliance — Action by Giurches
Together, a non-governmental organization in constative status
with the Economic and Social Council

The Secretary-General has received the followitegesnent, which is being
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 andf3conomic and Social Council
resolution 1996/31.

14-63483 (E 121114 Please recycle@

)
O 00




E/CN.6/2015/NGO/1

2/4

Statement
About ACT Alliance

ACT Alliance is a network of 146 churches and dfidrelated organizations
from over 70 countries, the majority from the glbbauth, working in 140 countries
around the world. The organization is committeddspect, empower and protect the
dignity, the uniqueness and the intrinsic worth dndnan rights of every woman,
man, girl and boy. We make no distinction and sgtgroppose any discrimination on
the basis of nationality, race, sex, gender idgnsiéxual orientation, religious belief,
class or political opinion. As a global faith-basatliance, we have recommitted
ourselves to bridging the gender gap and to activeddressing unequal power
relationships, be they social, economic or politica the promotion of human dignity
for all.

The organization works with communities and indivals on the basis of need
and human rights, ensuring that the capacities @apmhbilities of communities are
considered at all times, especially targeting thede suffer discrimination and
those who are most vulnerable.

Beijing +20, poverty and the post-2015 agenda

In 1975, Member States of the General Assemblyntified the need for
women'’s rights to be central to the United Nati@agenda — this was affirmed in
the first International Women’s Year. While muchshaeen accomplished in the last
40 years, many women'’s rights are yet to be fulglized. The organization urges
Member States to use this opportunity, 20 year§rom agreement on the Beijing
Platform for Action, to call for transformationahange for the well-being of women
and girls, highlight critical areas for continuedeation, and identify synergies with
the post-2015 development and the women, peacesanarity agendas.

These key areas include:

— Equal access to economic assets, includingigtd to independent ownership
of land, property and earnings, equal pay, recogmibf the role women play
in achieving food security, and a recognition opaid caring responsibilities;

— Women'’s access to and participation in decigitaking and leadership;

— Equal access to health systems, including seandlreproductive health and
rights and services;

— Equal access to all levels of education;
— Guarantees of a life free of violence, explogatand fear;

— The gendered impact of climate change and disgstas well as the
demonstrated benefits for women’s transformatiopatticipation in disaster
risk reduction.

Gender equality continues to be one of the mostifir drivers of poverty,
and sustainable development will not be achievelkssmgender inequality, along
with other forms of inequality and discriminatiois, prioritized and addressed by
decision-makers, at all levels. For this reasom, dhganization continues to call for
a stand-alone goal on gender equality within thet{#015 sustainable development
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goals, and a renewed set of transformational targks a faith-based alliance, we
acknowledge that religious conviction can be hasedsas a positive force for
transformational change, but we lament when it laés0 been an obstacle to
progress, as articulated in article 24, chapteof2the Beijing Platform for Action.

In that spirit, we affirm article 9 of chapter 2dathe need for full realization of all
human rights and freedoms.

Economic justice and food security

Women around the world still struggle for accessetonomic assets such as
income, credit and land. Women predominate in mieoa low-paid roles and are
responsible for the majority of unpaid caring resgibilities, and discriminatory laws
and practices still remain in relation to inheritarrights. This inequality can be seen
in the agricultural sector where 70 per cent of wWald's active farmers are women
small-holders, farming on less than 2 hectares, inhotal produce 50 per cent of food
for consumers on 20 per cent of land. Women are &etprs in promoting and
maintaining the seed and crop variety of 1.9 millispecies worldwide. It is time
women farmers are recognized, supported and rewddeheir essential contribution
to food security.

Leadership and participation

The fact remains that only 22 per cent of parliataeians globally are women,
and women hold far fewer positions of power thareithmale counterparts.
However, increases in numbers alone will not leadmneaningful participation of
women within decision-making structures. Socialigieus and cultural norms that
limit women’s effective participation at all levelscluding within the household,
need to be progressively challenged. Quota systemay be helpful temporary
measures, but they must be accompanied by widartefto achieve sustainable
change. These include capacity-building for femalandidates of all ages,
empowerment of young women, knowledge-sharing dlianae building.

Gender-based violence

The high numbers of women and girls who are vistimf gender-based
violence, an estimated 35 per cent globally, acogrdto the World Health
Organization, are both scandalous and represenbrmalpstacles to sustainable
development. Domestic violence, harmful practiceshsas female genital mutilation
and cutting, and early and forced marriage, as aglthe continued use of rape as a
weapon of war, must all be highlighted and chalkhgBoys and men are also victims
of gender-based violence, especially during cofflia point that often goes
unrecognized and unreported but that can have rdemtal effects on entire
communities. To address gender-based violence altidl the objective to end all
forms of violence against women and girls, thera iseed for inclusion in the post-
2015 development agenda. Implementation will reglégislation and effective use
of legal frameworks, sufficient financial investnén both prevention and response,
and a focus on challenging harmful social and caltitnorms which perpetuate
violence.
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Maternal health and sexual and reproductive healt and rights

Maternal health must remain a core sustainableeldgwment priority, and
progress to date has been too slow; in 2013, ali3@8{000 women died from causes
related to pregnancy and childbirth. No reductiantie number of maternal deaths
will be achieved without fulfilment of comprehensigexual and reproductive health
rights, including family planning and age and comt@ppropriate sex education.
Controversy over, and subsequent inaction, on adilng the negative social and
cultural dimensions of sexual and reproductive tieahd rights has had a detrimental
impact on gender equity, sustainable developmedtpeace.

Education

The gender gap in primary education has decreased, this should be
celebrated. However, men and boys continue to Imawee opportunities at secondary
and tertiary levels and in vocational educationrrigas such as early and forced
marriage, forced pregnancy, fear of reprisal, urméghousehold and childcare
responsibilities, lack of decent sanitation faml, ineffective and inappropriate
sexual and reproductive education for both girlsl éboys, and sexual violence
continue to bar girls and women from participatagually in education and learning.

Recommendations for the fifty-ninth session of th Commission on the Status
of Women

The organization calls on Member States to renewd aeprioritize their
commitment to the Beijing Platform for Action, to teansformational post-2015
development agenda and to full implementation ofmodtments at the national
level. This includes:

— Full implementation of existing agreements andmmitments, with no
regression, exception or stepping-back from agteaduage;

— Sufficient financing made available for implem&iion of the Beijing
Platform for Action and future sustainable devel@mh goals, including
financing for women’s rights organizations at lotalel;

— National fiscal policy and domestic resource itination should also promote
gender equality through the use of progressive atflireaxation, social
protection and gender-budgeting;

— Recognition of the positive role that faith cg@thay in building resilient
communities, promoting well-being and achieving denequality;

— Collaborative efforts, including through the eggment of men and boys, to
address harmful social norms.
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