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Zenab for Women in Development, Inc. in the Sudan, welcomes the fifty-
seventh session of the Commission on the Status of Women and the consideration by
Member States of the priority theme on the “elimination and prevention of all forms
of violence against women and girls’. Zenab for Women in Development, Inc. has
worked very hard for many years to address violence against women in the Sudan.

Our programmes address the main forms of violence facing women in our
societies, including female genital mutilation, early marriage and domestic and
sexual violence, which are due to many factors, including the lack of education on
rights for women and men, and traditional and patriarchal social nhorms applied in
the name of religion.

Despite all the international declarations and the commitments from Member
States to end violence against women, gender-based violence is still widespread.

We urge Member States:

1. To push for peace and security all over the world, including in the Sudan, to
end the suffering of millions of women and girls.

2. To pursue policies that prevent and eliminate violence against women.

3. To strengthen the role of civil society to end gender-based violence and to
promote women'’s rights.

2 12-64303



