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Statement
Pal esti nian Winen Citizens of Israel, in the Israeli Econonyl
A growth of 4% has recently been nmeasured in the Israeli econony. Still, the

fruits of growth have seen unequal distribution.2 The current trend is towards a
growi ng i nequal ity between high-income and m ddl e- and | ower-i nconme househol ds.
This trend is entrenched due to the segnmentation of the Israeli society into many
different ethnic and socio-cultural groups, visible anmong Pal estinian citizens of
I srael, and nostly anong wonen. 3

As for 2003, Palestinian citizens of Israel conprised 19.3% of the whole
popul ati on, while Pal estinian wonen conpri sed about hal f of the Pal estinian

popul ation living in Israel.4 They face discrimnation on three |levels: for being
worren, for being part of a patriarchal mal e-dom nated society and for being part
of an indigenous ethnic mnority living in Israel, thus making themthe nost

di sadvantaged community living in |srael

Since COctober 2000 and the begi nning of the second Intifada (the Pal estinian

upri sing against the Israeli occupation), wonen as well as nen have been
frequently affected by the conflict either directly or indirectly. During 2002-
2003, forns of state support were affected by a series of budget cutbacks | eading
to a downturn in the nation’s econony. Al sectors of the popul ati on were

af fected; however, poor famlies, and Pal estinian wonen in particular, suffered
the nmost.5

In the past few years, the governnent of |Israel carried out a conplete change in
its social policy which negatively contributed to the economic stability.6

| mredi at e cut backs were ai ned at the working-age popul ation, distorted the socia
security net of the country and harned achi evements acconpli shed over many years.7
These econom ¢ nmeasures were initiated in response to the reduction of economc
activity, which was the outcone of two factors: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and the world recession.8 Wile other parts of the world began to evince econonic
growm h, the recession in Israel only deepened. The conflict becane the dom nant
factor in the Israeli recession.9 The Government was able to allocate |arge
budgets to the defense for preserving the occupation, defending and buil ding new
settl enents and expandi ng existing ones. It also invested billions in a wall
whose cost is far higher than originally planned, after confiscating |arge
portions of Palestinian territory. 10

The budget proposal for fiscal year 2005, which is currently in an approving
process in the Israeli Parlianment, is a direct continuation of the destructive
fiscal policies that are leading nore famlies to poverty, with Pal estinian wonen
bei ng the group nost affected.

Wrren as well as men have been adversely affected, differently though, as a result
of the arned conflict, as recognized in UN Security Council resolution 1325, as
well as in the S.C. Study from Cctober 2002 regarding the inpacts of arned
conflict on wonen. One of the major inpacts of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on
worren in Israel was strengthening the fem nization of poverty, nostly visible in
enpl oyment and t he econony.



E/CN.6/2005/NGO/40

NII's recent reportll reveals hard data regardi ng the incidence of poverty. A

Pal estinian famly is three times nore likely to be poor than a Jewish fanmly -
55.6% of Arabs |ive below the poverty line, conpared with 30.8% anong Jews. 12

Mor eover, senior officials in the Bank of Israel stated recently that the poverty
rate i s 30% hi gher than NIl reported.

In addition, the data of 2003 reveals that the rate of Arab children who live
bel ow the poverty line is growing to 57.5%vis-a-vis 30.8% of Jew sh Children.

As such, poverty in Israel has been regarded only as an econonic issue related to
devel opnent. This statenment will however enphasi se that the phenomenon of poverty
is a security problem as well as a devel opnent issue, as illustrated in the
Report of the Secretary General’s Hi gh Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and
Change, "A Mdre Secure World: Qur Shared Responsibility.”

Two main factors influence the extent of poverty anong Arabs in Israel: |arge

fam lies and | ow i ncome, which is a function of high unenploynent rates; |ow
wages; and a hi gh proportion of single-breadwi nner famlies due in part to the | ow
participation of Arab wormen in the |abor force. 13

I nequal ity between Pal estinians and Jews in enploynent can be illustrated through
several spheres: As for 2002, the rate of participation in the workforce anong

Pal estinians in Israel aged 15 and over, was 39% conpared with 57% anong Jews. 14
However, anong Pal estinian wonmen, only 17.1% partici pated in the workforce
conpared to 54% anong Jew sh wonen. 15 The partici pati on of Pal estinian Bedouin
worren (nostly live in the south) is even far |ower, conprising 6% of the

wor kf orce! 16 The gap in working rates anpbng Jew sh and Pal estinian nmen | eaves nany
fam lies w thout any breadw nner, thus |osing social benefits, 17 preserving gender
and ethnic inequality.

Disparities in appointnments to public posts: as for 2002 Pal estinians conpri sed
only 6.1% of the enployees in Israel,18 whereas they conprise 19.3% of the whol e
popul ati on. Mreover, of all Pal estinian enployees in public posts, Pal estinian
worren conprised only 38.8% while the total rate of wonmen in the public posts
conprised 62.4% 19

Disparities in enploynent inconme: Average family incone of Palestinians in |Israe
is 57% of the average fam |y inconme of Jews, which in addition to a | ower rate of

i ncome anong wonen (69% of men’s average inconme) |leads to the fact that only 3% of
Pal esti ni an households are in the top one fifth of househol ds nationally, conpared
with 22% of Jew sh househol ds. 20

Unenpl oynment gap between Jews and Pal estinians in Israel: Since 1996, the overal
unenmpl oynment rate in Israel has been rising steadily. This trend peaked during the
recessi on of 2001-2003 but the increase anong Pal estini ans has been steeper, with
a growing disparity between the rate for Arabs and the rate for Jews.21

Unequal access to enpl oynent and access to additional jobs: Industrial zones
situated in Arab localities conpose a resource of enploynent for Arabs, both nen
and worren, in which they create additional jobs. However, as for 2003, only 3.2%
of the industrial zones in local nunicipalities and under |srael’s supervision are
located in Arab localities.?22
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Lack of mobility and public transportation in Arab villages is another conponent
in preventing full and equal participation of Arab wonmen in the workforce in
addition to violating their basic right of providing equal and free access to
novenent .

Lack of service and facilities such as day-care centers and facilities: As for
2003, out of 1,700 day-care facilities, only 36 were located in Arab comunities —
conprising only 2% of day-care centers, while Pal estinian children conprise 30% of
all children in Israel.23

Alowrate in business enterprises is conmon in the Arab sector in Israel,
especi al |y anbng wonen who are nostly dependent on family resources and incone.
Pal estinian wonen turn to local nmarkets and their ability to devel op busi ness
enterprises is very |low 24

I nstead of creating equal access to enploynent and increasing the participation of
Pal estinians in the work force, the Governnent has, inter alia, delayed planning
processes; prevented designating budgets to establish industrial zones and new

nei ghbor hoods and di d not encourage accessibility to transportation. 25

The above state of affairs is due to unequal treatnent and inpl enentation of the
Israeli donmestic |legal system violation of international human rights |aw, which
I srael has signed and ratified and which calls for nenber states to ensure equa
access and participation of wonen in enploynent and econony, such as CEDAW

| CESCR, I CCPR; and violation of resolution 1325, which calls for nmenber states to
fully inplenent international hunman rights [aw for wonen and girls during and
after conflicts.

I ndeed, the debate on gender issues is clearly growing in Israel, yet very little
of it is visible in practice and gender mainstreani ng is al nbst unheard of 26. No
affirmati ve action or special neasures are being conducted and taken to pronote
Pal esti ni an wonen’ s equal access to enploynment, equal representation and

appoi ntnents in public posts and larger role in the Israeli econony.

Soci al and cultural factors create a huge weight in excluding and restricting
Pal esti ni an wonen fromthe econonic sphere. However, Articles 2(f) and 5(a) of
CEDAW cal | for abolishing and nodifying such patterns and elimnating al
practices based on stereotyped roles for nen and wonen.

In conclusion, the goal of advancing and enmpowering wonen as stated in Beijing
Decl aration and Platformfor Action and ot her outconme docunents are not being
fulfilled or referred to, hence we call on the Comm ssion to instruct the
Government of Israel, to inplenent its international obligations towards ensuring
equality, especially economc equality, for Palestinian wonen. In addition, the
phenomenon of poverty in Israel, affecting nostly Pal estinian wonen, shoul d be

di scussed during the U N special sunmit in Septenber 2005, as has been
recommended by the Secretary-General in his report entitled "A More Secure Wrl d:
Qur Shared Responsibility."
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