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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Economic and Social Council, inits resolution 1996/6 on followup to

the Fourth World Conference on Wonen, established the work programe of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, in particular the itens to be included on the
agenda of the Commi ssion. As regards docunentation for the sessions of the
Commi ssion, the Council decided, inter alia, that under item3 (a) of the

Conmi ssion's agenda a report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the nmeasures taken and
progress achieved in mainstream ng a gender perspective within the United

Nati ons system shoul d be prepared on an annual basis.

2. Reporting requirenments contained in General Assenbly resol utions 50/203 and
51/ 69 request the Secretary-General to report annually to the Assenbly, through
the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Economic and Social Council, on

ways to enhance the capacity of the Organization and of the United Nations
systemto support the ongoing followup to the Conference in the nost integrated
and effective way, including human and financi al requirenents.

3. The present report has been prepared in response to those two nmandat es.

G ven the need for integrated reporting, nandates contained in Comm ssion
resolution 39/5 on the preparation of a joint work plan between the Division for
t he Advancenment of Wonen and the Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations
Secretariat are reflected in section | of the present report. Section Il of the
report fulfils the reporting requirenents of Econom c and Soci al Counci

resol ution 1996/5 on Pal estini an wonen and Conmi ssion resolution 40/1 on the

rel ease of wonmen and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned.

4. The Secretary-General, in his report on the inplenmentation of the outcone
of the Conference (A/51/322), noted the understanding of the Secretariat that
the report requested in General Assenbly resolution 50/203 woul d be provided on
arolling basis. Wile briefly summarizing results from previ ous

i ntergovernnental neetings, new naterial would be added to each report.
Therefore, the three separate reports to be submtted in the course of a year to
the three-tiered intergovernnmental mechani smunder the broader heading of
followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and nai nstream ng of a gender
perspective woul d be self-standing. The conplete picture of relevant

i ntergovernnental, national-level and United Nations systemactivities taking
pl ace over a year, however, can be obtained only by consulting all three
reports.

5. A particular effort was to be made in those reports to provide information
that was nost pertinent to the respective intergovernnmental body in order to
facilitate i ntergovernnental decision-nmaking. Thus, the reports to the

Commi ssion on the Status of Wnmen woul d enphasi ze ef forts undertaken by the
secretariat of the Comm ssion in support of nmainstream ng a gender perspective
and other followup activities. They would also cover inter-agency activities
and provi de an overview of national action and action by civil society. Bearing
in mnd the need for integrated reporting, information requested under |ong-
standi ng mandates or particular resolutions would be incorporated into those
reports.
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6. The enphasis of the reports to the Econom ¢ and Social Council would be on
facilitating the coordination function of the Council. Thus, they would focus
on activities in the area of the advancenent of women and gender mai nstreamn ng
by ot her bodies reporting to the Council, as well as at the inter-agency |evel

with a view to supporting the Council's responsibilities in systemw de
coordination in mainstream ng of a gender perspective, a task requiring the
Council's ongoing and long-termattention. The Conmission secretariat is
assessing opportunities for including an annual thematic focus as well into the
reports to the Council in order to increase their overall useful ness for

i nt ergover nnent al deci si on- maki ng.

7. It is intended that the reports to the Assenbly should contain information
fromall intergovernmental bodies and United Nations systementities not
reporting to the Council, including information from specialized agencies and

international financial institutions. An analysis of activities undertaken at
the national |evel by non-governnental organizations and civil society would

al so be provided. The reports would contain a section on neans of

i mpl ementation at all |evels, including human and resource needs. To the extent
possi bl e and practical, reports required under specific resolutions would al so
be i ncl uded.

. PROGRESS IN THE FOLLONM UP TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE
ON WOMEN AND | N MAI NSTREAM NG A GENDER PERSPECTI VE W THI N
THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM

A. Ceneral Assenbly and Econonic and Soci al Counci

1. Results of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly

8. The report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the outcone of
the Fourth Wirl d Conference on Wnen (A/51/322) contained a section on

mai nst ream ng a gender perspective. The report outlined the inplications of
gender factors for research, analysis, programme and policy devel oprent, and
deci si on- maki ng, and proposed a series of steps to mainstream a gender
perspective. Noting that considerabl e experience already existed in certain
areas of United Nations systemactivities, the report concluded that further
steps were necessary to strengthen the conceptual basis for the systemw de

mai nst ream ng of a gender perspective and its practical inplications and
requirenents.

9. The report was in general favourably received, and the Secretary-CGenera
was invited to focus on the practical inplications of nainstream ng a gender
perspective. Accordingly, inits resolution 51/69 of 12 Decenber 1996, the
General Assenbly nmade a nunber of references to mainstream ng by different
actors, including by States and the United Nations system and in different
areas, including the human rights of wonen. |In particular, the Assenbly

wel coned the contribution of the report of the Secretary-General to translating
the concept of mainstream ng into practical action, including the ongoing work
to devel op methodol ogies to facilitate the application of a gender perspective
into all policies and programmes throughout the United Nations system
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2. Substantive session of 1997 of the Econom c and
Social Council: coordination segment
10. In General Assenbly resolution 50/203, the Econonmic and Social Council was

invited to devote one high-1evel segnent, one coordi nati on segnment and one
operational activities segment to the advancenent of women and the

i npl enentation of the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action. Accordingly,
inits decision 1996/310, the Council decided to consider, at its coordination
segnent in 1997, the cross-sectoral thene "Mainstream ng of gender perspectives
into all policies and programmes in the United Nations systent

11. In anticipation of that decision, the first steps for preparing the report
of the Secretary-CGeneral on the issue were taken at the first session of the

I nter-Agency Conmittee on Woren and Gender Equality (New York, 22 and

23 Cctober 1996). A background paper on nminstreamnm ng and coordination,
prepared by the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen of the United Nations
Secretariat, in collaboration with the United Nati ons Devel opment Programme
(UNDP), the United Nations Popul ation Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wonen
(UNIFEM), served as the basis for discussion. The Conmittee agreed on the need
to further clarify the systemw de inplications for mainstream ng

12. The prelimnary outline of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral for the
coordi nati on segnment of the Council's substantive session of 1997 covers:

(a) darification of the concept of nminstream ng a gender perspective:
qualitative change from Nairobi to Beijing

(b) Concise overview of intergovernmental actions taken since the Fourth
Wirl d Conference on Wnen to nmai nstream a system w de gender perspective
towards a conprehensive approach to nmai nstreamnm ng a gender perspective at the
i ntergovernnental |evel

(c) Institutional requirements for mainstream ng a gender perspective,
including policies, institutional cultures, incentive systens, operating
procedures and gender training:

(i) At the intra-institutional level: admnistrative instructions,
programe budgets, gender training etc.

(ii) At the ad hoc inter-institutional level: paraneters for |essons
| ear ned;

(iti) Inthe integrated followup to all United Nations conferences;

(iv) At the fornmal inter-agency level, in particular through the ACC
I nter-Agency Committee on Wonen and Gender Equality;

(e) Resource allocation for nainstream ng: the need for a common base for
the quantification of financial allocations;

(f) Assessnment and proposals for further action
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13. The Joint Consultative Goup on Policy (JCG) Wnen in Devel opnent (W D)
Subgroup is preparing three di scussion papers for the second session of the
Inter-Agency Comm ttee on Wnen and Gender Equality, covering three aspects of
mai nstream ng: indicators, paraneters for evaluating best practices, and policy
enforcenent and accountability. Al entities of the United Nations system were
invited to contribute to the preparation of those papers; together with a
background paper on nmainstreamnm ng and coordi nati on and additional information on
specific questions that is being gathered in accordance with the prelimnary
outline given above, those papers will formthe analytical core of the above-
nentioned report.

14. A prelimnary draft of the report will be reviewed at the second session of
the Conmttee, in March 1997, and gui dance is expected for the finalization of
the report.

15. Any coments that the Commi ssion as a whole or individual nmenbers in their
statenents may make on the issue of nminstream ng would provide val uabl e i nput
into the preparations of the report for the Econom c and Social Council.

B. Activities in support of mminstream ng a gender perspective
into the work of the United Nations system

16. Since the fortieth session of the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, steps
taken in support of inplenentation of the Platformfor Action included a nunber
of initiatives undertaken by the Division for the Advancenent of Wrnen of the
United Nations Secretariat in support of mainstream ng a gender perspective.

17. Foll owi ng the endorsenent by the Econom c and Social Council, inits
resol uti on 1996/ 34 of 25 July 1996, of the systemw de nediumtermplan for the
advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001, the Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Policy

Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the Director of the Division for

t he Advancenent of Wnen of the United Nations Secretariat inforned United
Nations entities of the endorsenment, in particular the comments made on the plan
by the Commi ssion on the Status of Wonen in its resolution 40/10 and the annex
thereto, and the concl usions and recomendati ons of the Committee for Programe
and Coordination (CPC). It will be recalled that the Conm ssi on had comented
inter alia, that the United Nations Secretariat as a whol e shoul d undert ake
activities in the critical areas of concern, and it identified a nunber of
Secretariat entities not included in the activities reflected in the plan.?

CPC agreed to ensure, in its examnation of the plan for the period 1998-2001,
that the mainstream ng of a gender perspective was reflected in its individua
pr ogr ames.

18. The above-nenti oned comuni cati on by the Departnent/Division to the United
Nations entities noted that the coments of the Comn ssion required carefu

consi deration, and would need to be clearly accounted for in the conprehensive
md-termreview of the plan in 1998. It was noted that the Secretary-Cenera

had been requested to ensure the mainstrean ng of a system w de gender
perspective in all United Nations activities, including in decision-making as
part of the accountability of senior managers. The need for ongoing support and
commitnent to that task was enphasi zed.
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19. In order to support efforts by a nunber of entities to mainstream a gender
perspective, the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen initiated a series of
meetings with the Ofice of Legal Affairs, the Departnment of Political Affairs
and the Departnment of Peacekeeping Operations of the United Nations Secretariat.
During those neetings, the concept and practical inplications of nainstream ng
were di scussed. Possible areas were identified within the work programmes of

t hose departnments that would seemto | end thensel ves nost readily to

mai nstream ng efforts, including in their proposed progranme budget for

1998- 1999.

20. The Departnent of Political Affairs subsequently identified a nunber of
steps that could be taken to ensure participation in the inplenentation of the
Platformfor Action, and to pronpte nmainstreaming within the Departnment's areas
of responsibilities, including the organization, in collaboration with the
Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, of workshops and sem nars for its staff
nenbers. Existing collaboration between the Division for the Advancenent of
Wnen and the El ectoral Assistance Division of the Departnent of Politica
Affairs on conpilation of data di saggregated by sex and gender i nmpact
assessnents i s being strengthened.

21. At the invitation of the Departnment of Peacekeeping Qperations, senior
staff of that Departnment were briefed by the Director of the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen on the requirenents for mainstream ng. Although
difficulties were acknow edged in achieving certain goals, in particular the
nuneri cal goal s of gender bal ance in peacekeeping m ssions, the inportance of
pursuing mainstreamng in the programmatic and policy orientations of the
Departnent and its operations was enphasized. |n a prelimnary manner, ideas
for conducting an analysis of one or several existing peacekeeping operations
froma gender perspective were discussed with a view to devel oping a framework
for mainstreaming in the operations of that Departnent.

22. There has been a noticeable increase in the nunber of requests to provide
i nput and coments froma gender perspective to reports fromdifferent
departnents of the United Nations Secretariat, including the Departnment for
Pol i cy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent. Notably, the Division
contributed to the Departnment's work in the area of poverty eradication, and is
supporting preparations for the fifth session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent and the special session of the General Assenbly to review and
apprai se the inplenentation of Agenda 21 in order to integrate a gender
perspective into those processes.

23. Sinmlarly, in preparation for the United Nati ons Conference on Human
Settlenents (Habitat I11), a paper on gender aspects of Habitat Il was prepared
by the Division, which was made avail able at the Conference; the paper addressed
the incorporation of the results of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Winen into
the Habitat Agenda. The Division renmains actively involved in the followup to
Habitat 11, with a special focus on nmainstreanming. A paper was prepared for the
Wirld Food Sunmt, focusing on the gender aspects of |and ownership

24, Anong activities jointly executed by several entities, cooperation
continued anong the Division for the Advancenment of Wnen, UN FEM and the
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen
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(I NSTRAW in the devel opment of WonenWatch, a United Nations Internet site on

t he advancenent and enpowernent of wonmen. The site will facilitate gl oba

i nformati on exchange for nonitoring the inplenmentation of the Platformfor
Action through the use of conputer networking technology. It is expected to be
| aunched in March 1997, and will be accessible via the Wrld Wde Wb, a gopher
site and electronic mail. Although partial funding from extrabudgetary
resources has been allocated, additional resources will be needed to inplenent
the project. Phase one of the project will ink the Web pages of the Division
for the Advancement of Wonmen, UNIFEM and | NSTRAW It will contain archiva

i nformation on the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and ot her recent gl oba
United Nations conferences, providing a single on-line source for key

i nfformation and data on gl obal wonen's issues, and will be |inked with other
relevant sites on the Internet. 1In a later phase, it is hoped that

non- governmental organi zati ons and other United Nations entities will beconme
active partners in the expansi on of WonmenWatch. A training conponent is
included in the project. |In that regard, a sem nar on information technol ogy
was held in January 1997 in Peru. Training on the use of electronic networking
t echnol ogy, which was provided by the Division at that sem nar on a pilot basis,
wi Il be devel oped for use el sewhere.

C. ACC Inter-Agency Committee on Wonen and Gender Equality

25. Following the decision of ACC, at its first regular session of 1996

(Nai robi, 28 and 29 April 1996), to establish the ACC Inter-Agency Comrittee on

Wbrren and Gender Equality, the first session of the Committee was held on 22 and
23 Cctober 1996 at United Nations Headquarters, New York. It was chaired by the
Seni or Adviser to the Secretary-CGeneral on Gender |ssues on behalf of the United
Nations. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen serves as the secretariat of
the Conmittee.

26. The Committee's terns of reference, as adopted by ACC, entrust the
Committee with cooperation and coordination of United nations systemw de
efforts to inplement the Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen, as well as gender-rel ated recomendati ons emanating from
recent United Nations conferences within the purview of the system The
Committee is also entrusted with supporting the mai nstream ng of a gender
perspective in the work of the United Nations system

27. The Conmttee is expected to draft an advocacy or mission statenent for the
United Nations systemon the advancenent and enpowernent of women and gender

mai nstream ng, for adoption by ACC. The statenment will identify performance

i ndi cators, nechanisns for accountability and best practices, and will devel op
practical tools and approaches for nainstream ng and for nonitoring and

i mpl ementing the Platformfor Action and the systemw de nediumtermplan for

t he advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001

28. Following its initial discussion, the Conmttee noted that nmainstream ng
was a responsibility of the United Nations systemas a whole and of all staff in
all policy and programme areas and in deci sion-naking, and that responsibility
for mainstreaming started at the highest level. The Conmttee agreed that it
woul d follow carefully and woul d nonitor regularly progress made throughout the

l...
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United Nations systemin incorporating a gender perspective in institutiona
structures, and in policies and progranmng. It also enphasized the need for
the inter-agency task forces set up by ACC for integrated Conference foll ow up
to fully reflect a gender perspective in their work, including at the country

level. It called on ACC to underline the inportance of integrating a gender
perspective in the work of the task forces and in subsequent activities on
integrated foll owup to global conferences. Miinstreaming will be an ongoi ng

concern of the Commttee.

29. The Conmittee put in place a short-termand a |ong-term programe of work.
Anong the short-termareas of work are the following: interaction with ACC

i nter-agency task forces on conference foll ow up; indicators, evaluation of best
practices, and accountability; and gender balance in the United Nations system
Anong the long-termareas of work are: indicators; interaction with ACC

nmachi nery; and issue-specific concerns. For exanple, the Commttee decided to
review the issues of women in the peace process, wonmen in conflict resolution
and vi ol ence agai nst wonen in March 1997. At subsequent sessions, it wll

di scuss gender training and the inplenentation of the systemw de medi umterm

pl an for the advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001, anong ot her issues.

30. The second session of the Inter-Agency Commttee on Wonen and Gender
Equality will take place on 5 and 6 March 1997 in New York. An oral report on
the results of that session will be before the Conm ssion

D. Joint work plan of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen
and the Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations
Secretari at

31. Inits resolution 39/5, the Comnmi ssion on the Status of Wmen requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to prepare annually a joint work plan for the Centre for Human
Ri ghts and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, which would help to
facilitate the mminstream ng of wonen's human rights, and to informthe

Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Conm ssion on Human Rights of the plan
at their annual sessions.

1. Assessment of the inplenentation of the current work plan

32. In inplementing the joint work plan (see E/ CN. 6/1996/13), the systematic
exchange of information between the Division and the Centre, including in
nmeeti ngs between the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Human Rights and the
Director of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, continued and was
expanded in the course of 1996

33. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen and the Centre for Human Ri ghts
cooperated closely during the first session of the open-ended working group on
the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Discrinination agai nst Wonen, held during the
fortieth session of the Comm ssion on the Status of Wonen in March 1996. The
Centre al so provided comrents and information for the report of the Secretary-
General on a conparative summary of existing comunications and inquiry
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procedures and practices under international human rights instruments and under
the Charter of the United Nations (E/ CN. 6/1997/4). The Division provided
witten informati on on the work undertaken at the first session of the open-
ended wor ki ng group of the Conmission to the Conmttee on Econom ¢, Social and
Cultural Rights in its elaboration of a proposal for an optional protocol to the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural R ghts. The Division
was represented at the fifteenth session of the Conmttee during discussion of
the draft protocol to the Covenant.

34. In order to strengthen the cooperation and |inks between the Conmttee on
the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Whnen and ot her human rights treaty
bodi es, the exchange of information between the Division and the Centre
regarding the work of the human rights treaty bodies serviced by them occurred
on a regular basis, and included the provision of information to the experts on
the work of other treaty bodies. Regular exchange of cal endars of events took
place to facilitate that coordination. The Division participated in the seventh
neeting of persons chairing human rights treaty bodies in Septenber 1996. It

al so participated in a neeting convened by the Anerican Association for the
Advancenent of Science in October 1996, which prepared a background paper
concerning the revision of reporting guidelines to ensure greater gender
sensitivity in reporting under the International Covenant on Econom c, Soci al
and Cultural R ghts. That paper was subnitted to the Conmttee on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights at its fifteenth session in Novenber. The Division
provi ded support to the Chairperson and nenbers of the Conmttee in attending
the joint neeting with the Committee on the Rights of the Child at Cairo in
Novenber 1996, and it joined with UNICEF and the O fice of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights in sponsoring a dial ogue between the

chai rpersons of the two Commttees on 12 Decenber 1996 at United Nations
Headquarters.

35. The Centre made significant inputs into the preparation of a report for the
Committee on ways and neans, which exam nes the working nethods of various
treaty bodies with a view to enhancing the work of the Comttee

( CEDAW C/ 1997/ 5) .

36. The Division provided input into the work of the Special Rapporteur on

vi ol ence agai nst wonen and the Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children. The
Speci al Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen contributed a paper to an expert
group neeting on viol ence agai nst wonen migrant workers, which was hel d at
Manila from27 to 31 May 1996.

37. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen has endeavoured to support the

integration of a gender perspective into the work of the United Nations system
with regard to the human rights dimension of the human i munodefi ci ency

vi rus/ acqui red i munodeficiency syndrone (HHV/AIDS). That work will conti nue,
especially through the Division's participation in the devel opment of human

ri ghts guidelines and by encouragi ng contributions by the Joint United Nations
Programme on HHV/ AIDS to the work of the Committee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nation agai nst \Wnen.

38. The Division, together with the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNFPA, convened the first neeting ever of
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menbers of all human rights treaty bodies to discuss an i ssue of common concern
The round table, conprising menbers of treaty bodies and representatives of
United Nations entities and non-governnental organizations and held at den
Cove, New York, from9 to 11 Decenber 1996, allowed for an exchange of views on
human ri ghts approaches to wonen's health in the work of all human rights treaty
bodies, with a focus on reproductive and sexual rights.

39. The Division and the Centre were both represented at a neeting on wonen's
heal th and reproductive rights (Toronto, 26-29 Septenber 1996), convened by the
Comonweal t h Medi cal Association as followup to the Fourth Wirld Conference on
Wnen and the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment. The
neeting provided an opportunity to highlight the work of the Committee on the
El i m nation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen under article 12 of the Convention

2. Joint work plan for 1997

40. During 1997, the cooperation between the Division and the Centre on the
wor k of and cooperation anong the treaty bodies, the el aboration of optiona
protocol s and special rapporteurs will be further consolidated. The Ofice of
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Ri ghts
and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen will continue to systematically
exchange i nformati on about the work of each human rights nechani smfor which

t hey provide substantive servicing. Briefing notes will be exchanged, in
particul ar on the outcone of the sessions of treaty bodies. There will also be
a nunber of targeted activities that are expected to support the mainstreamn ng
of a gender perspective in all human rights activities inplenented by the Centre
for Human Rights. Modst notably, a joint project on the integration of a gender
perspective into technical cooperation practices and procedures will becone
operational in 1997

41. The Division will prepare a background paper on the rel evance of gender in
the enjoynment of rights covered by the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights, as an input to the elaboration of a new general coment on
article 3 by the Human Rights Conmittee for its forthcom ng session, in

March 1997. It will also provide input to the work on a general conmment on the
right to health by the Comm ttee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
will continue to contribute to the Conmttee's revision of its reporting

gui delines so that they reflect a gender perspective. The Division will provide
a sel ected nunber of briefs on the status of wonen in countries whose reports
are consi dered by treaty bodies.

42. The Division will provide information relevant to the el aboration of
concl udi ng observations/coments of the other treaty bodies, ensuring that the
concl udi ng comments of CEDAWare i medi ately available to the other treaty

bodi es, and al so that rel evant concl uding coments are available to thematic and
country-specific rapporteurs.

43. The Division will provide the Centre with targeted inputs to the work of

t he Subconmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
which will include the establishment of direct contact with the experts
entrusted with the preparation of studies on systematic rape and sexual slavery

l...
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during periods of arned conflict, and on human rights and i nconme distribution
The Division will also provide information on the status of wonen to
country-specific rapporteurs. 1In addition, the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for
Human Ri ghts and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen wi |l coordinate their
activities and exchange information in connection with the follow ng mandat es
for which they are respectively responsible: (a) the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General on armed conflict and children, and (b) reports on the

rel ease of women and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned.

44, Cooperation between the Division and the Centre will be expanded and
strengt hened as they develop and maintain their respective Internet sites. The
Centre's Wb site already incorporates a nunber of the reports of the Committee
on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wonen. A link will be established
fromthe Centre's site to the Division's CEDAWsite, and vice versa, to provide
for fast electronic cross-referencing.

45. The Division will contribute to the inplenentation of the recommendati ons
of the above-nentioned round table of human rights treaty bodi es on human rights
approaches to wonmen's health, which was held at den Cove in Decenber 1996. One
of the priority actions energing fromthe round table is the preparation of a
resource book on human rights to be used for training staff nenbers of bodies of
the United Nations in the field of human rights. It will be prepared jointly by
the Division, the Centre for Human Ri ghts and UNFPA.

46. Based on preparatory work that comenced in late 1996, a global project was
el abor at ed and subsequently endorsed by the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary
Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts, in Novenber 1996
The project, inplenentation of which is expected to commence in the first
quarter of 1997, ains to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective into
all aspects of technical cooperation practices and procedures, fromthe needs
assessnent and project formul ation phases to nonitoring and eval uation. The
project will be inplemented and funded by the Centre for Human Rights, with the
Di vision contributing gender expertise and advice in the various stages of the
project's inplenmentation.

47. In the nmeantine, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts/Centre for Human Rights will continue to seek the assistance and
expertise of the Division for the Advancenent of Wonen for specific technica
cooperation initiatives, including, as appropriate, needs assessnent and project
formulation mssions. The Division will also continue to participate in

trai ning courses on reporting under human rights treaties organized by the
Centre, as well as other ad hoc activities, such as national workshops on the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen. The
Centre and the Division will also work together to nobilize extrabudgetary
resources to permt the organization of simlar initiatives, including training
courses that seek to sensitize wonen and nen to the rights to which wonen are
entitled under international |aw.
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E. Followup by Governments: national strategies
or action plans
48. In the Platformfor Action, Governnments have made a conmitrment with regard
to institutional arrangenents for the inplenentation of the Platformat the
national level. The inportance of effective national machinery is stressed in

par agraph 296. Paragraph 297 calls for the preparation of inplenmentation
strategies or plans of action by the end of 1996. Particul ar enphasis is placed
on their conprehensiveness, the provision of tinme-bound targets and benchmarks
for nmonitoring, and resource allocation or reallocation for inplenentation. The
rol e of non-governnental organizations in such processes is noted in

par agraph 298. The Platform al so suggests inproving the role of the United
Nations resident coordinator systemto take full account of the Platformfor
Action (para. 341).

49. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 51/69 of 12 Decenber 1996, wel coned
t he progress made by Governments in devel opi ng conprehensive inpl ementation
strategi es or plans of action, including tine-bound targets and benchmarks for
nonitoring. It also urged all Governnents that have not yet done so to
undertake efforts in that regard in order to fully inplenent the Platform

50. In a note verbale of 13 May 1996, the Secretary-General invited all Menber
States to provide the Secretariat with copies of their national inplenmentation
strategi es or plans of action as soon as they are conpleted. As recomended in
Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1996/6, those national action plans wll
serve as a basis for the preparation of a synthesized report on inplenmentation
pl ans of Governnents and the United Nations system which will be submtted to
the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen at its forty-second session, in 1998.

51. As of 15 January 1997, 25 nenber States have conplied with this request.
Several others have infornmed the Comm ssion secretariat that such information
will be forthcomng. Although a |imted nunber of national plans of action have
been made available to the secretariat, the discussion at the fifty-first
session of the General Assenbly enphasized that a significant nunber of Menber
St at es have undertaken steps in inplenmenting the Platform and that nmany
Governnents are either in the process of preparing their national strategies or
action plans or have already done so.

52. Based on a prelimnary analysis of the national plans received to date, the
foll owi ng general trends can be identified. In addition to conpleted plans, a
few of the replies received in response to the note verbale either provided a
draft of a national plan or preview of a plan under preparation, or indicated
that the preparatory process woul d be concluded within a certain period of tine.
The status at the national |evel of a few plans received was unclear (i.e.

whet her the plan had been adopted or endorsed by the Governnment, whether it had
been brought to the attention of Parlianment, whether it had been pronul gated by
decree, or a simlar action). In such instances, it was not fully apparent how
the process of inplenmentation of the plan would proceed. In sone cases, a plan
had been prepared by the national machinery for the advancerment of wonen wi t hout
any indication of its subsequent adoption by the Governnent. |n sone cases, the
i mpl ementation of the Platformis subsumed under existing action plans for the
advancenent of wonmen, or will be incorporated into the next nediumterm
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devel opnent plan. Information was al so provided on activities already
i mpl enent ed.

53. Many of the plans indicated that the Platformfor Action had been given
wide publicity in the country, had been translated or summarized into the
nati onal |anguage, or had been dissem nated by the Governnment or by

non- gover nent al organi zati ons.

54. In a nunber of countries, a special body or coordinating conmttee has been
set up to guide followup. Several plans indicated that there would be a
strengt hening of institutional mechanisns, in particular of national machinery.
Many of the plans have been prepared in a cooperative effort between the

nati onal machi nery, Governnment ministries and other governmental entities at the
national /1 ocal |evel, non-governnental organizations and actors of civi

soci ety. Many of the plans state that, although the national machinery wll
assume a coordinating and nonitoring role, individual mnistries are responsible
for incorporating relevant followup to the Platforminto their sectora
programes. Sone state specifically that mainstream ng of a gender perspective
into all policies and programmes is to receive priority attention.

55. Few plans cover all critical areas of concern; instead, nobst focus on a
sel ected nunber of areas or issues, sonetines choosing priorities anbng those.
Areas nost often covered are poverty, participation in decision-making,
education, econony, health, violence and human rights. Few plans provide

speci fic benchmarks or targets, or time-franmes for inplenmentation. Most
comonl y, benchmarks are given in the area of education and health, such as the
reduction of female illiteracy by a certain percentage by a certain date.
Several plans indicate that resources for followup to the Platformwi Il be

i ncreased, or that such resources will be sought in future national budgets.

56. Most plans provide for a conmbination of |egislative actions, including the
reformof discrimnatory |egislation, with policy and programe neasures, as
wel | as targeted projects in specific sectors for particular groups of wonen or
in particular geographic areas. Plans include the ratification of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen or
the withdrawal of reservations to the Convention

57. The inportance of integrated followup to all United Nations conferences
was nentioned. It was also stated that a particular enphasis would be placed on
followup to the Fourth World Conference on Wonen in bilateral and nultilatera
devel opnent cooperation. As nost of the plans received had been prepared before
t he Subregional Conference of Senior Governnental Experts held at Bucharest

devel oped a nodel national action plan, the influence of that neeting renains
sonmewhat linmted to date.?

58. Accordingly, the Comm ssion secretariat reiterates its invitation to all
Governments to provide it with their conpleted national action plans.

Simlarly, the secretariat would wel cone receiving brief progress reports on the
status of plans, their inplementation or any other additional information that

m ght be available in conjunction with the national inplenmentation process. Any
conpl eted national plans should be made available to the secretariat no |ater
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than 30 May 1997 in order to serve as input for the preparation of the
synt hesi zed report for 1998.

59. The Conmi ssion secretariat also wishes to recall that the Directory of
National Machinery for the Advancenent of Wnen is being updated. To that end,
a questionnaire has been sent to all Governnents inviting themto return the
conpl eted questionnaires by 15 Cctober 1996; the deadli ne was subsequently
extended to 2 Decenmber 1996. To date, the secretariat has received nore than
70 replies. |In order to ensure that conprehensive infornmation will be included
in the Directory, all Governnents are urged to return the conpl eted
guestionnaires no |later than 21 March 1997.

F. Reported foll owup by non-governnental organizations

60. Since the npst recent report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the inplenmentation
of the outcone of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen (A/51/322), a nunber of
events under the auspices of non-governnental organizations have occurred. For
exanple, in the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland, an

i nternational conference on viol ence, abuse and wonen's citizenship was convened
at Brighton by a consortium of non-governnental organizations from10 to

15 Novenber 1996. A national conference for young girls was organized at UN CEF
headquarters, New York, by the United States National Young Grls Coalition on

3 and 4 January 1997. An international conference on elimnating poverty in old
age was organi zed from 12 to 14 Decenber 1996 in Malta by the Internationa
Institute on Ageing. An international conference on the Asia Pacific Econonic
Council was held on 15 and 16 Novenber at Manila as a parallel forumduring the
Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Econom ¢ Cooperation Summit.

61. The Inter-Parlianmentary Union will hold an international synposium at New
Del hi from 14 to 18 February 1997 on the thene "Towards partnership between nen
and wonen in politics". |In cooperation with Wonen's World Banki ng and t he
Granmeen Bank, the World Bank, G tibank and UNDP will hold a mcrocredit sunmmt
at Washington, D.C., from2 to 4 February 1997, with a nmajor focus on credit for
wonmen. The Friedrich Ebert Foundation, in cooperation with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oganization, will hold an internationa
sem nar on pronoting the enpowernent of wonen through adult |earning at Bangkok
from?24 to 28 February 1997

1. REPORTS PREPARED | N ACCORDANCE W TH SPECI FI C MANDATES

A, Situation of Palestinian wonen and assi st ance provi ded
by the organi zations of the United Nations system

62. The Econonmic and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/5 on Pal estinian
worren, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to review the situation and
to assist Palestinian wonen by all avail able nmeans, and to subnmit to the

Conmmi ssion, at its forty-first session, a report on the progress nade in the

i npl enentati on of the resolution
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63. The Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen, in accordance w th paragraph 260 of
the Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wnen, ® has
continued to nonitor the situation of Palestinian wonen and children. The
Fourth World Conference on Wnen added a new di nension to that reporting when it
endorsed the inportance of integrating a gender perspective in all policies and
programes of the agencies and bodies of the United Nations system Wth regard
to the situation of and assistance to Pal estinian wonmen, the mainstreanm ng of a
gender perspective would ensure that all actors involved in the nonitoring of
respect for human rights or in providing assistance to the Pal estinian peopl e

wi |l take a gender dinension into account when fulfilling their nandates or

desi gning and i npl enenting their programes.

64. Recent social and econom c devel opnents that occurred in 1996 and that had
a particular gender inpact are described below. Enphasis is placed on sel ected
new devel opnents and trends that have not been reported previously (see

E/ CN. 6/ 1995/ 8 and E/ CN. 6/ 1996/ 8).

1. Situation of Palestinian wonen

65. Wen reviewi ng the econom c and social situation of Pal estinian women and
respect for human rights throughout 1996, the conditions of Palestinian wonen
living in the Palestinian self-rule areas and in the occupied territories remain
of particular concern. Life in the self-rule areas has continued to be affected
by measures undertaken by the Israeli authorities, including various mlitary
and econom ¢ measures, that have had an inpact on social and economc

devel opnent. The West Bank and Gaza Strip were entirely seal ed on severa
occasions in the wake of suicide bonb attacks in Israel, thus preventing workers
with valid permts fromentering |Israel and East Jerusalem The econony remains
dominated by the detrinmental inmpact of the occupation, in particular the | abour
mar ket i nbal ance (see UNCTAD/ ECDC/ SEV/ 12). As a result of the |oss of
enploynment in Israel and a decline in the trade fl ow caused by frequent and
long-termcl osures, the real gross national product in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip declined 22.7 per cent between 1992 and 1996. The unenpl oynent rate

i ncreased and incone | evels dropped. By mid-1996, the average unenpl oynent rate
was 29.2 per cent in the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip, nearly 60 per cent higher
than at the end of 1995. The unenpl oynent rate has been magnified by the effect
of high population growh rates and the | arge nunber of young people entering
the | abour market every year. Since 1995, real wages have fallen about

20 per cent.* The drop in household inconme was partly conpensated by
remttances from Pal estini ans abroad and by draw ng on resources, such as

savi ngs.

66. The economic situation in the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip has exacerbat ed
the hardship of many famlies, in particular households with | ow i ncones or

t hose headed by fermales. It is accepted that econonic distortions tend to

af fect the poorest groups in society nost. OasMng to their econom c and | ega
status, wormen are affected nmore severely than nen.® It was estimated that 40 to
42 per cent of the Arab residents of Jerusalem for exanple, live belowthe
poverty line (see A/51/99/Add.1). Wnen and children, especially fenal e-headed
househol ds, are particularly exposed to poverty.
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67. The econom c pressure caused by the inability of the nmale i ncone-earner to
provi de adequately for the household and the high unenpl oynent rates anmong nen
have caused wonmen and children to start | ooking for work to maintain famly
living levels. There is a reported increase of 8.5 per cent in the nunber of
wonmen in the paid | abour force in 1996, whereas the nal e | abour force grew by
only 5.1 per cent over the sanme period. A survey also found a participation
rate as high as 11.5 per cent for children, nmainly boys, in the |abour force, a
rate that is even higher than that of wonen. The hi ghest concentration of
female | abour is in the agriculture sector, in which 35 per cent of wormen work
for | ow wages and wi th unfavourabl e working conditions. However, there is also
a high concentration of female workers (32.5 per cent of all workers) in
relatively well-paid professional, technical and clerical positions. It is
possi bl e that wonen's increased participation in the formal |abour market will
becone a new trend in Pal estinian econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent that therefore
needs to be taken into account.?®

68. During the period under review, fundamental freedons, including the freedom
of nmovenent, education, religion and expression, have been affected by various
measures |inked to occupation. Forms of collective punishnent, such as the
demolition or sealing of houses and roons, inposition of curfews and the sealing
of f or closing of areas have been frequently reported, nostly in retaliation for
attacks by suicide bombers (see A/51/99 and Add.1, 2 and 3). Al popul ation
groups are affected by such neasures, but sone target wonen in particular. For
exanpl e, since nmany Pal estinian woren work in the agricultural sector they are
particularly affected by the | and seizure, |oss of water utilization and other
econom ¢ and soci al repercussions of Israeli settlenent (see A/51/135).

69. Another punishnent that affects wonen was the confiscation of the identity
cards of wives of Jerusalemresidents who |ive abroad, and who under I|sraeli |aw
lose their identity card if they |leave the city for nore than seven years (see
A/ 51/99/ Add. 1, para. 215). G vilians have been exposed to harassment and

physical ill-treatnment. Palestinians, including wonen in |abour, have been
reported to be denied access to nedical treatnent in specialized hospitals (see
A/ 51/99/ Add. 1, para. 167). It has also been noted that Pal estinian wonen have

been humiliated and harassed during raids on their hones. There have been
conti nui ng probl ens regardi ng Pal estinian wonen detainees in Israeli prisons who
have not yet been released in accordance with |sraeli-Pal estinian agreenents
(see A/51/99/Add. 1, paras. 322 and 327).

70. The field of education continues to represent a major challenge to the

Pal estinian Authority and the donor conmmunity. Wth population growmh for 1996
expected to be close to 6 per cent, the continuing provision of quality
education for all boys and girls is of concern. |t has been projected that 858
el enentary school s and the sanme nunber of secondary schools woul d need to be
built by the year 2000 to cater for the school -age popul ati on (see

UNCTADY ECDC/ SEV/ 12, table 1V-4). Frequent closures of the self-rule areas in
1996 have again prevented students and teachers fromreaching their schools. As
a result of those and simlar neasures during the Intifadah, which have been
aggravated by conditions of overcrowding and | ack of teaching materials, the
educational achievenents of Pal estinians are jeopardized. Wnen and girls are
being particularly affected, which has contributed to the fact that the
illiteracy rate of Pal estinian wonen remains higher than that of Pal estinian
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men. |In February 1996, the Pal estinian Bureau of Statistics published the

findi ngs of a denographic survey conducted anong 14, 854 households in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank (not including East Jerusalen). According to the
findings, 16 per cent of all residents aged over 15 were illiterate, with female
illiteracy standing at 24 per cent (see A/51/99/Add. 1, para. 224).

71. According to UNICEF, health conditions and provision of health services in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip remain poor. The inpact on the reproductive health
of Pal estinian wonen is of particular concern. Total fertility rates remain
very high. For exanple, the average estinmated total fertility rate for the
period 1990-1995 in the Gaza Strip was 8.8 children per woman.” Low age at
marriage, short birth intervals and | ack of education are factors responsible
for the poor health of many Pal estinian wonen, in particular refugee women, of
whom many are anaemi cC.

72. 1t should be noted that Pal estinian wonmen maintain a high | evel of
participation in non-governmental organizations and wonen's comnittees.

Progress can be reported on the establishment of national nmachinery for the
advancenent of wonen in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Palestinian Authority
has set up an intergovernmental conmittee under the Gender Devel opnent and

Pl anning Directorate of the Mnistry of Planning and International Cooperation
A non-governnental organizations conmittee has been fornmed under the Cenera

Uni on of Pal estinian Wonen.

2. United Nations assistance to Pal estinian wonen

73. In Econom c and Social Council resolution 1996/5, the Council urged

organi zations of the United Nations system anong others, to provide financial
and techni cal assistance to Pal estinian wonmen. During 1995-1996, a nunber of
projects for Pal estinian women were initiated and carried out by the United
Nati ons system and bil ateral donors, in close cooperation with the Pal estinian
Aut hority and non-governnental organizations. In accordance with Genera
Assenbly resolution 50/58 H, entitled "Assistance to the Pal estinian people”, a
coordi nated, integrated and targeted programe was el aborated and i s being

i mpl enent ed under the | eadership of the United Nations Special Coordinator in
the Cccupied Territories (see A/51/171). Activities for wonen have focused
mainly on health and family planning, relief and social services, education and
training, collection of statistics disaggregated by sex, and support for the
nati onal machi nery for the advancenent of wonen, including training on |ega
literacy and the enhancenent of wonen's role in public life.

74. The United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal estine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) continued to enphasi ze the inprovenent of soci o-econonic
conditions within the Pal estine refugee comunity in its operations. Sone

3.31 mllion Palestinian refugees were registered with UNRM in Jordan, Lebanon
the Syrian Arab Republic, the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip as of 30 June 1996,
of whom wonen of reproductive age and children bel ow the age of five conprised
two thirds. UNRWA placed special enphasis on maternal and child-health care as
an integral part of its regular programme. UNRWA increased its fam|y-planning
services in the Gaza Strip, offering services in 120 UNRWA health centres in
1996, up from49 in 1992. Atripartite mssion of UNRWA, UNFPA and the
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Pal estinian Authority devel oped in Cctober 1995 a strategic plan and operationa
framework for a wonen's heal th programe, covering reproductive health and
famly planning (see A/ 51/13).

75. Education and vocational training remain a field of major activities for
UNRWA. Sone 49.5 per cent of the total school population and half of the 12,000
teaching staff are femal e, maki ng UNRWA schools one of the first in the Mddle
East to achi eve gender equality. Ei ght vocational and technical training
centres offer a wide range of courses at the post-preparatory and post-secondary
| evel, and have enrolled 1,273 wonmen in the total of 4,624 training places.
Vocational training for wonen has been provided in typical fenmale jobs, such as
cl ot hing production, hairdressing and beauty care. UNRWA seeks to raise the
proportion of wonen trainees by expanding courses nore likely to attract wonen,
such as nursing, conmputer science and business and office practice. Qut of 943
schol arshi ps granted to refugee pupils, 437 or 46.3 per cent were awarded to
womnen.

76. The UNRWA programme for wonen in devel opnent seeks to involve Pal estinian
refugee wonmen in remunerative economc activity. Sone 11,000 woren received
training in the production of goods or managenment of services, together with
basi ¢ business skills. Sonme 1,089 women supporting 8,200 dependants
participated in a solidarity-group | ending progranme that provided credit
ranging from US$ 330 to US$ 8,000 for refugee wormen in mcroenterprises or
working as street vendors. In UNRWA's snal|l-scal e enterprise programe,
offering loans for capital investnent to new and expanding enterprises and
working capital to established enterprises ranging in value fromUS$ 1,000 to
US$ 75,000, 10 per cent of the credits were given to wonen. Through its specia
hardshi p programe, UNRWA provided material and financial aid to refugee
famlies who net the UNRWA criteria of being without a nale adult medically fit
to earn an income and wi thout other financial support sufficient to cover basic
needs, which represented 5.4 per cent of the registered refugee popul ation.

77. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO gives
assistance to Pal estinian women within the framework of a UNDP-assi sted project
on capacity-building in agricultural policy analysis and planning, which was
formulated in 1995. Gender issues are mainstreaned into the major conponents of
the projects: policy advice, including the preparation of a gender-sensitive
agricultural devel opment strategy; training in policy analysis and pl anning;
institutional support; and agricultural statistics and establishing a database.
O particular significance is the establishnent of the Rural Devel opnent/
Advancenent of Wonen Unit within the Departnent of Agricultural Policies and

Pl anni ng of the Mnistry of Agriculture.

78. The progranme of technical assistance to the Palestinian Authority provided
by the International Labour Organization (ILO is the third largest in the
United Nations system followi ng UNRM and UNDP. The |ILO activities for wonen
have been carried out mainly as conponents of mgjor |ILO programes. The
Training Centre of the International Labour O ganization at Turin has devel oped
a three-year progranmme for the socio-econonic pronotion of Pal estinian wonen,
focusing on the training of wonen for entrepreneurship. The ILO also carried
out a study on gender and critical analysis of Palestinian |aw and practice
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regardi ng wonmen workers, and organized a training course on the pronotion of
worren worker's rights and equality in enploynent.

79. The World Health Organization (WHO has conducted a situation anal ysis of
wonmen's health and devel opment. It assisted the Mnistry of Health and the
coordi nati on of various providers of wonen's health services within and outside
the Mnistry in preparing a strategic national plan on the role of wonen in

heal th and devel opnent. Further areas of priority are primary health care,

| eadership training for nurses and nursing managenent, training on nutrition and
provi sion of inmmunization.

80. UNI CEF supports strategies that pronote basic education for all, health
pronoti on and enpower ment of women in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Priority was given to children in underprivileged comunities, especially in the
rural poor communities in the West Bank and in refugee canps, while building on
the capacity of local institutions to address the needs of those children and
focusing on the girl child. Gender issues were integrated into programm ng and
trai ning programmes. The Pal estinian Authority received technical assistance in
prioritizing issues in wonmen's health. In cooperation with the Pal estinian
Central Bureau of Statistics, UNICEF finalized a multiple indicator cluster
survey to provide reliable data on the situation of Pal estinian wonen and nen
UNI CEF provi ded support for capacity-building to institutions of the Pal estinian
Aut hority, and considered the fornulation of a national programme of action as
an i mredi ate goal so as to ensure political and social nobilization as well as
long-term planning for children, in particular the girl child.

81. The UNDP Programme of Assistance to the Pal estinian Peopl e (UNDP/ PAPP) has
i mpl emented projects to foster and pronote the full participation of Palestinian
wonmen in public life and in all aspects of Pal estinian social and economnc

devel opnent. It has supported Pal estinian wonen's initiatives through an
extensive network of institutions, including the work of the Wnen's Center for
Legal Aid and Counselling on gender sensitive amendnents to |egislation, the

Pal estinian Center for Denbcracy and El ecti ons awar eness-rai si ng canpai gn for
rural wonen, and the work of the Palestinian Coalition for Winen's Health. It
has al so encouraged activities that pronote a positive representati on of wonen
in audio, visual and witten media. Technical assistance and staff training was
provided to several wonen's units within the mnistries of the Palestinian
Authority. In addition, UNDP/PAPP has enabl ed Pal estinian wonen to participate
in the Wman's Cbserver Mssion to the Election in N caragua.

82. UNIFEM through partnership w th non-governnental and governmenta

organi zations, works towards strengthening the role of Palestinian wonmen in the
econony, governance, conflict resolution and peace-building. |In the followup
to the Fourth World Conference on Winen, a project entitled "Post-Beijing

foll owup operation" has been |aunched in April 1996, also involving four other
countries of the Western Asia region (Jordan, Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republi c,
Yenen). UNIFEM s goal is to pronote the inplenentation of the Platformfor
Action and to assist in defining national strategies for the advancenent of
wonmen. It also intends to strengthen working rel ati ons between non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons and CGovernments, and to consolidate coordination and networki ng
anong non- gover nment al organi zati ons at the national, regional and internationa
levels. UNIFEM al so carries out a project for the econom c enpowernment of wonen

l...
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in Gaza, training wonen on how to start their own business and providing
assi stance for access to credit and business counselling services.

83. The World Food Programme (WFP) currently targets 6,600 households in the
Gaza Strip registered by the Mnistry of Social Affairs as hardship cases. The
maj ority of those househol ds are headed by wonen with a | arge nunber of
dependants. WP provi des food assi stance, pays special attention to prinmary
health care, and supports two projects for pregnant wonen, nursing nothers and
pre-school children. The programme distributes food aid as take-honme famly
rations to encourage poor wonen to visit clinics and health centres operated by
| ocal non-governnental organizations.

84. UNFPA activities for Pal estinian women have increased consistently since
1987, when snall-scale maternal and child-health training and research was
started. In 1995, UNFPA hel ped to establish a wonen's centre for reproductive
heal t h services, social assistance, |egal counselling and comunity education in
the Gaza Strip. As part of the reproductive health activities of the UNFPA
Programe of Assistance to the Pal estinian People (1996-1999) and in

col  aboration with WHO, support is provided to the establishnment of the Wrnen's
Heal t h and Devel opnent Departnment of the Mnistry of Health. The projects
involve, inter alia, training of the Department's staff on the managenent of
reproductive health progranmes, conducting research on policies, service
delivery and socio-cultural aspects of reproductive health.

85. The Wirld Bank, in its initial activities in the occupied territories,
focused on energency reconstruction and rehabilitation, and only incidentally on
gender. In response to the deteriorating econonm c conditions, the Wrld Bank's
programe has concentrated primarily on short-term energency assistance, with an
enphasis on the rehabilitation of public works. As the Bank reports, future
Bank- supported activities on strengthening civil society, education and heal th,
wi || address gender issues. The Education and Health Rehabilitation Project
(1995-1997) is of particular interest to women since it is rehabilitating and
constructing schools for girls in Gaza. Wnen will also benefit fromthe
rehabilitation of hospitals in Gaza. The Pal esti ni an non-gover nment a

organi zation project, proposed for early 1997, will seek to nobilize officia

and private donor funds to support the activities of non-governnent al

organi zations in the West Bank and Gaza. Although nmany non-government a

organi zation subprojects will be demand-driven, it is expected that nmany
projects will target wonmen's incone-generating projects and nother and chil d-
heal th servi ces.

86. Wthin the United Nations Secretariat, the Econom c and Social Comm ssion
for Western Asia, in its 1996-1997 work programe, initiated a nultidisciplinary
activity assessing the role of non-governnental organizations in the occupied
territories and the Palestinian self-rule areas. The project focuses on incone-
generation, agriculture, industry and other areas, and considers prospects for
net wor ki ng anong non-gover nnental organi zations. The Division for Palestinian
Rights within the Departnent of Political Affairs and the Commttee on the
Exerci se of the Inalienable R ghts of the Pal estinian People, in executing their
programe of work, nmake efforts to highlight the situation of Pal estinian wonen
and children and to involve wonen in various aspects of their programmes, such
as inviting Palestinian woren to participate as panelists in non-governmenta

l...
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organi zati on synposia and semnars, and in newtraining activities. 1In a
followup activity to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, the Division for the
Advancenent of Wmen of the Departnent for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent facilitated the participation of a Palestinian expert toits

wor kshop on gl obal information through conputer networking technol ogy, organized
in New York in June 1996

3. Concl usi ons

87. As regards United Nations assistance to Pal estinian wonen, it is
recormmended that the organi zations and bodies of the United Nations system
continue to incorporate a gender perspective in their activities. A gender

per spective should al so be integrated into the nonitoring of possible violations
of women's human rights, notably the nmonitoring carried out by the Specia
Conmittee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Pal esti nian Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories, and the Speci al
Rapporteur on the Palestinian Territories occupied since 1967. In the case of
the Special Conmittee, for exanple, it would be desirable to achieve a better
perspective on the violations of the human rights of wonmen and their needs and
concerns by inviting nore wonmen to give oral testinmonials before the Committee.

88. Wonen's status and potential roles in socio-econom c devel opment, their
needs and interests need to be systematically considered in the preparations of
overal|l econom c and social devel opnent plans for Pal estine and the Cccupi ed
Territories. Wile the international donor comunity has made a commtnent to
enpower Pal estinian womren and enhance their role in society, including in public
life, in |eadership positions and through i ncome-generating projects and
vocational training, when it conmes to programes for macroeconom ¢ devel opnent
and mar ket econony, gender needs are not as fully addressed. Wnen's increasing
role in the | abour market nust be taken into account on a nore consistent basis.

B. Release of wonmen and children taken hostage in arned
conflicts and inpri soned

89. A report on the inplementation of Conm ssion resolution 40/1 on the rel ease
of women and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned was
requested by the Commission for its forty-first session. Consequently, the
Conmi ssion secretariat requested information fromrelevant United Nations
entities on the inplementation of that resolution

90. Fromthe four responses received by the secretariat, it was clear that
there was no systematic collection of data and information on the rel ease of
wonmen and children taken hostage in various situations of conflict around the
wor | d.

91. UNHCR pointed out that the question fell within the conpetence of the
International Committee of the Red Cross. It also noted the difficulties in
obtai ning global figures since the circunstances of the detention and rel ease of
wonmen and children hostages vary fromsituation to situation
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92. The Departnent of Political Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat
focused its response on the situation in Angola, Guatemala, Lebanon and Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Wth regard to the situation in Angola, the United Nations
Angol a Verification Mssion reported that wonen and children were still being
taken hostage and that it was currently examning petitions relating to 11 such
cases arising fromthe first extraordi nary session of the Joint Comm ssion
devoted to Human Rights, held on 8 May 1996, and fromresolution 40/1 of the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen. |Information on several United Nations
peacekeepi ng m ssions indicated either that there was no know edge of such cases
(as in the case of the United Nations Mssion for the Verification of Human
Rights in Guatemala) or that such cases were not formally registered (as in the
case of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon and the United Nations

M ssion in Bosnia and Herzegovina. |In cases of kidnapping in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, imedi ate investigations are carried out by the United Nations
International Police Task Force. No figures were submtted, however. |t was

noted that the kidnapping of womren and children in Quatemala was related to
profit rather than to the political situation

93. In its response, UNICEF referred to the report prepared by the expert of
the Secretary-General, Ms. Graca Mchel, on the inpact of armed conflict on
children, submtted pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 48/ 157 (see

A/ 51/ 306 and Add.1l). Although the report gives extensive information on
violations of the rights of wonmen and children, it does not provide specific
information pertinent to the release of wonen and children taken hostage in
arnmed conflict and inprisoned.

94. Wth respect to the release of women and chil dren taken hostage during
arnmed conflicts and inprisoned, an inportant step for inproving the situation
woul d be for the Governments concerned to ratify without delay and to inpl enment
all relevant international instruments and Conventions, and for practical and
cost-effective neasures to be taken to collect informati on on womren and chil dren
host ages on a systematic basis. Non-governnental organizations working in the
field mght also contribute to that effort.
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