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Chapter I 

MATTERS RE(PIRING ACTION BY THE ECGJOMIC AND SOCIAL COtm::IL 

A. Draft resolutions 

l. The O>nunission or.1 the Status of Women recommends to the Economic and Social , 
Council the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAET RESOLUTION 1 

Convention on the: Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against i'vemen* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Taking into account that one of the purposes of the United Nations set forth 
in Articles land 55 of the Charter is to promote universal respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedans without distinction of any kind, including any 
distinction as to sex, 

Af f i.cm~ng that women arxi men should participate equally in social, economic 
and political develqn~nt, should contribute equally to such development and should 
share equaJ.ly itn improved conditions of life, 

_Recallin9 General Assembly resolution 34/80 of 18 December 1979, by which the 
Assembly adopted the O>nvention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women contained in the annex there"to, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 35/140 of 11 December 1980, 36/131 
of 14 December 1981, 37/64 of 3 December 1982, 38/18 of 22 November. 1983 and 38/109 
of 16 December 1983, as well as Cbuncil resolution 1983/1 of 17 May ;.983r 

Havj,119 j:.akem note of the repott of the Co!llllittee on the Elimination of 
Oi sor im:tnation against Women, y 

1. Not!,S with appr,eciati_p,,n the increasing number of Member states that have 
ratified or accedec'& to the O:mvention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination agllinst Wanen, 

2. .~resses its 9rave concern over continuing discrimination against women 
and infringement of their rights in a nwnber of States, 

3. !!£ges all ~tates that have not yet ratified or acceded to the Q>nvention 
to do so as soon as possible, taking into account the World Confer:ence to Review 
and Appraise the Achievements of the United NatiOJl;S Decade for Women, Equality, 
Develcpment and Peace, to be held in 1985> 

* See paras. 62-64 below. 
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4. Welcaaes the fact that the Oon111ittee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against wanen began its work successfully and, in particular, adopted general 
guidelines regarding the form am content of reports received from States parties 
uooer article 18 of the Convention, 

5. Decides to include on the ageina of the thirty-first session of the 
Connission on the Status of women the question of the convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Equal OPfOrtunity tor women employed in the United Nations system* 

The a:onomic and SOcial council, 

Bearing· in mim the long-standing camnitment of the United Hations to the 
equal rights of women and men as expressed in the Preamble to the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women and, in particular, Article 8 of the Charter of the United Nations on 
the eligibility of men and women to participate in any capacity and umer 
comitions of equality in the work of the Organization, 

Concerned by the lack of progress towards increasing the proportion of women 
in the Secretariat, in particular, the failure to reach by 198 2 the target of 
25 per cent of the total number of women in posts subject to geographical 
distribution which was set by the General Assembly in section III of resolution 
33/143 of 20 December 1978, 

Ke~ping in mim that the 25 per cent target should not be viewed as a limit on 
the nwnber of women employed and paying particular attention to those areas of the 
United Nations system where canpliance with General Assembly resolution 33/143 has 
lagged, 

_!eaffirming section III of General Assembly resolution 33/143, section V of 
Asseumi.y resolution 35/210 of 17 December 1980 and Assembly r.esolutions 37/235 B of 
21 DecEllllber 1982, and 38/231 of 20 December 1983, as well as resolution 24 of the · 
world Cbnference of the United Nations Decade for women, Hquality, Develq>ment and 
Peace, y in which the World Conference, inter alia, called upon the secretary
General and the heads of the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies 
to em all forms of discrimination based upon sex in the recruitment, promotion am 
training of women and to increase the proportion of women employed, particularly at 
the senior levels, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to inplement the relevant recamnemations 
of the Genf:fral Assembly and the Joint Inspection Unit and, in particular, to 

.promote the recruitment and hiring of women in Secretariat Professional posts at 
middle and high levels, whether as permanent, temporary or fixed-term appointees, 
or as experts ard consultants, 

* See paras. 33 and 34 below. 
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2. Calls on Member States to include the names of qualified women in the 
list of candidates nominated for appointment to advertised United Nations posts, 

3. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to consider at its 
thirty-first session strategies for the achievement of equal employment 
opportunities for women in the United Nations system on the basis of the biennf.al 
reports prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit on the status of women in the 
l?rofessional category and above and of any other relevant reports, 

4. Reguests the Secretary-General, through the Administrative CoJTlllittee on 
Co-ordination, to invite organizations within the United Nations system to provide 
information to the commission on t.he Status of Women at its thirty-first session on 
measures taken and results achieved in pursuit of equal opportunity for women 
within their organizations. 

DP.AF!' RE.SOLUl'lON 111 

Concerns of women within the United Nations system* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalli99 the terms of reference of the Cbmmission on the Status of Women set 
forth by the Fconomic and Social council in resolution 48 (IV) of 29 March 1947, 

Noting that within the programme budget for the biennium 1984-1985, women are 
listed as only one of several specific population groups, that are disadvantaged, y 

Reaffirming the central but not exclusive role of the Cbmnission on the Status 
of Women within the United Nations in considering matters relating to the 
ac.hievement of the objectives of the United Nations Declde for Women, Equality, 
Develq;>ment and Peace, 

Reaffirming that within the United Nations system the Branch for the 
Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social Develq;>ment and Humanitarian Affairs 
of. the Department of International F.cooomic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat 
remains the focal point for co-ordination, consultation, promotion and advice on 
m~tters relevant to women, 

Rece>gnizing that planning for, as well as 1nonitori"] of, efforts is essential 
to. advancing the status of wanen in the United Nations system, 

Recognizing also the efforts made by the specialized agencies to integrate 
women into their O"JOing programnes and especially into the establishment of 
crpss-sec tor al mechanisms, 

concerned about the need to strengthen ard go beyond the present integrated 
reporting system, 

* See paras. 128 and 129 below. 

-3-



Deeply concerned that international efforts on behalf of women should keep 
pace with the heightened national efforts to concentrate on more effective national 
machineries and resources to ensure the integration of women into all stages of 
planning, monitoring and dievelq,ment activities, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to examine the ways in which the needs arxl 
corx::erns of women can be integrated in all planning and programme activities of the 
United Nations system and the inplications of doing so, arxl to report the f indinys 
of such an examination to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first 
session; 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide in the programme budget 
for the biennium 1986-1987 and the revised medium-term plan for a special financial 
canponent within existing overall budgetary resources that will reflect the need 
for ongoing analysis of the impact of programmes on the advancement of women, 

3. Recommends the General Assembly to request the specialized agencies to 
ensure continued co-c:peration and co-ordination with the Contnission on the Status 
of Wanen beyond the World conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 
United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, De'1elopment and Peace, to be held in 
1985, in order to achieve the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women, 
Equality, Development and Peace, 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on the Status 
of Women at each session on all Jignificant develq>nents pertaining to the 
advancement of women within the United Nations system that have occurred since the 
previous session. 

DRl.JFT RESOLUTION IV 
" 

Question of elderly \vOmen* 

The F.conomic and Social Council, 

~calli_ng the important conclusions and recanmendations of the Vienna 
International Plan of Action on ~ing adopted by the World Assembly on h,Jing, in 
particular, paragraphs 11, 20 (b) and (c), 25 (m), 31 (g), 45, 66 (recamnendations 
25 and 26), 67 (recommendations 27, 28 and 29), 72 (recommendations 36 (c)) and 89, 
concerning elderly women, Y 

~ff irmi99 General Assembly resolution 38/27 of 22 November 1983 in which the 
Assembl)! recognized that women had a lor¥Jer life expectancy than men and that they 
would increasingly constitute a majority of the elderly population of the world, 

Reaffinnin9. resolution 4 of the World Confererx::e of the United Nations Decade 
for wanen, Equality, Development and Peace, !JI in which it emphasized that the 
increase in the life expectancy of women had not been dealt with comprehensively, 

* See paras. 35-39 below. 

-4-



Appreciating that in the proceedi".)s of the World Assembly on Aging §./ special 
attention was given to the problems faced by some elderly women - income security, 
education, eJ11?loyment, housing, health and canmunity support services and absence 
of social contacts, 

Believing that more data on the situation of the aging should be collected, 
specifically to determine the needs of elderly women and to formulate appropriate 
solutions, 

Recalling the request. made by the World conference of the United Nations 
Decade for Women, Equality, Develq>ment and Peace in its resolution 4 that such 
data should be submitted to Member States participating in the World conference ard 
to the Commission on the Statua of Women, §/ 

1. Re9':!ests the Secretary-General to prepare, within existing budgetary 
reaources and in accordar¥:e with established priorities of the work of the 
commission on the Status of Women, an information report on the status and 
situation of elderly women in their societies ar;d their social'.., health, and 
ecooomic needs, as well as on their entitlements aa caxpared to those of men, and 
comparing single, divorced and married women and widows on the basis of reports, 
discussions and recanmendations, in particular of the World Assembly on Ag ingJ 

2. Further reguests the Secretary-General to present that report to the 
Commission on the Status of Women at its thirst-first session with a view to 
reconrnending necessary action relating to th~ plight of olderly women throughout 
the world, 

3. Decides to include the question of elderly women under the appropriate 
item of ths agenda of the thirty-first session of the CoJlll\ission on the Status of 
Women. 

DRAET RESOLtJTION V 

Violen':le in the family* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Bearin2 in mind the goals of the United Nations ~cade for Women, Equality, 
Develq>ment and Peace, and the sub-theme.. Employment, Wuoation and Health, 

.Recalling_ rt:solution S of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade 
for Women, Equality, Develq>rnent and Peace on battered women and violence in the 
family, y 

Recalling also its resolution 1~82/22 of 4 May 1982 on abuses against women 
and children, 

Recognizing that violence within the family has serious negative consequences 
for all the individuals concerned and follows patterns of abuse that are frequently 
cyclic&!, presenting serious problems fo~ society as a woole, 

* See paras. 40-44 below. 
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Further recognizing that violence within the family is found among various 
population groups, 

Concerned that information on the nature of this problem and its causes is 
often concealed and thus is not widely available and that efforts to prevent 
violence in the tanily, to provide assistance to the victims am to prevent 
recurrences need greater public awareness and publicity, 

Aware that many Governments and non-governmental organizations have corducted 
research into this issue and initiated programmes both to support victims and to 
treat abJsers, 

Rec0;1nizing that the problem of family violence is a long-standing am cooplex 
issue and needs serious and thoughtful attention, 

Convinced that a more thorough exchange of information am experiences on this 
subject between States Members of the United Nations~ organizations of the United 
Nations system and non-governmental ~rganizations could draw increasing attention 
to this problem and contribute to the develq>ment of international solutions, · 

l. £!!.ls upon the Secretary-General to invite Member States, organizations 
of the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations to provide the 
United Nations Secretariat with information on the subject of family violence and 
descriptic,ns of successful programmes on this subject or to supplement information 
already provided on this subject, 

2. Urges Member States to take appropriate steps to effect a systematic 
excha03e of information on this subject, to draw attention to the negative 
consequences of· family violence for the men, women, and children involved am for 
society as a whole, and to formulate solutions at the national level, 

3. Requests the Secretary-Ge~.z:ral to convene a seminar of experts on family 
violence, with emphasis on its effects on women, within the resources for the 
biennium 1~86-1987, taking into account what may emanate on this subject from the 
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders, to be held in 1985 with a view towards making recommendations to canbat 
this abuse, 

4. Decides to include the subject of family violence under the appropriate 
item of the agenda of the thirty-first session of the Co11111ission on the Status of 
Women on the basis of information to be suppl~ed in response to paragraph 1 of the 
present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Promotion of opportunities for young wanen* 

The Economic anci Social Council, 

RecogniziJ.19. that 1985 is the culminating year of the United Nations Decade for 
Women, Equality, Development and Peace, 

* See paras. 45-48 below. 
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Recognizing also that 1985 has been declared International Youth Year, 
Participation, Develc.pment, Peace, !Y 

Ii 

Recognizing further that 1985 presents an opportunity to fccus on the roles of 
young wanen and their participation in all activities, such as festivals, meetings 
and other international youth forums to mark the International Youth Year, 

' Participation, Development, Peace, 

Bearing in mind that young women were singled out for priority attention by 
the World Confere~e of the United Nations Decade for wanen, Equality,· Develc::t>ment 
and Peace, heJ.d at Copenhagen in 1980, particularly in its resolution 27, y 

Aff irining that youth is the period of growth, development and apprenticeship 
for the adult roles of work, citi?.enship and parenthood, from which all of sociaty 
will benefit, 

Affirming also that youth should be a pericxi of discovery and joy in living, 
. 

Considering that young women who become mothers too early are not only 
deprived of their youth but are not prepared for the responsibilities of parenthood 
and are subject to a higher health risk, 

Further recognizing that, while young women and girls are found in societies 
at all levels of development, the world is in a period of technological revolution 
affecting all and women must therefore be equal partners with men in shaping and 
benefiting from that revolution, 

St~essing that those young women who lack sufficient nutrition, education, 
appropriate training and health are ill prepared for their adult roles in this 
changing world and are thus vulnerable to ecoJX>mic, social and sexual exploitation, 

1. Recommerds that States Members take appropriate steps to ensure that 
girls and young women are motivated to choose and sufficiently trainscl to be chosen 
for work at all levels and for all the functions of a developing economy and 
society, 

2. Recanmends that States Members should assist families to give equal 
support, guidance and encouragement to young wanen and iiteiiii 

3. Recanmends also that States Members should direct special assistance to 
girls and young women who are socially and economically disadvantaged,·. 

4. Recanmends that speciali?.ed agencies should undertake projects to promote 
global, regional and local action to accelerate the improvement in the education 
and training, enployment and health status of young women and girls in accordance 
with their needs and with global, regional and local conditions, 

s. Recanmends also that specialimd agencies, States Members and 
non-governmental organizations should undertake projects to develop cultural and 
sports activities aimed at promoting better international understanding and the 
equal right of female and male youth to fitness, 

. 
6. Recanmends that special attention should be paid, in multilateral· and 

bilateral co-operation programmes and projects, to the training and develq>ment of 
young women as managers of projects and as participants in articulating the 
developm~nt needs of youth, 
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7. Recommends that the United Nations .Advisory Colilllittee on the 
International Youth Year and the Secretary-General should, in all their reports, 
take special account of the needs of female youth in rural and urban areas and of 
the problems they face. 

DRAET RE.SO LOTION VII 

Implementation of the.objectives of the United Nations Decade 
for ~omen, Eguality, Development and Peace* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Considering General Assembly resolutions 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 and 
35/136 of 11 December 1980, 

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, 
Develq>ment and Peace, 

Emphasizing the ir.portance of undertaking, at the conclusion of the Decade, a 
critical review and appraisal of progress at the international, regional and 
national levels in the achievement of the goals of the Decade - equality, 
develq>ment and peace - and of the obstacles encountered in the implementation of 
the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the 
International women •s Year and the Prograrrme of Action for the Second Half of the 
United Nations Decade for Wanen, and also in developing a forward-looking 
perspective on the status of women, 

Looking ahead to the World COnf erence to Review and Appraise the Achievements 
of the United Nations Decade for Womens Equality, Develq>ment and Peace, to be 
held in 1985, at which the achievements of the Decade and the need to continue such 
achievements beyond the end of the Decade will be reviewed and appraised, 

Conscious that further efforts are necessary to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination against women in every area of human activity, 

Reaffirming the existence of the undeniable link between peace and development 
and the inperative need to halt the arms race, thereby releasing valuable 
additional resources that could be used for the development of the developing 
countries and could contribute to the well-being and prosperity of all, 

Noting that until genuine disarmam&nt is achieved, women and men throughout 
the world must maintain their vigilance and do their utmost to achieve peace, 

Taking into account that millions of women are still meeting with untold 
sufferings and violations of hwnan dignity resulting from different forms and 
manifestations of colonialism, foreign domination, apartheid and racial 
discrimination, 

* See paras. 49-52 below. 
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1. ~ff irms the urgent need to fulfil the goals of the United Nations 
Decade for ~n: Equality, Development and Peace and the socio-economic 
development objectives established by the international carununity, inter alia, the 
elimination of hunger and malnutrition, the achievement of full employment by the 
year 2000, health for all by the year 2000, appropriate popul, ,ion policies, the 
redtx:tion of the infant mortality rate, the availability of safe water and adequate 
sanitary facilities by 1990, the attainnent of a life expectancy of 60 years as a 
minimum by the year 2000, universal primary schex>l enrolment by the year 2000, and 
the full participation of women as both a9ents am beneficiaries in all sectors am 
at all. levels of the develq>ment prooess, 

2. Emphasizes that foreign occupation, c:,olonialisn, apartheid, racisn and 
racial discrimination and the denial of the right of peoples to self-determination, 
as well as of all universally recognized human rights, are serious inq>ediments to 
peace and development, 

3. Recanmends that States, especially militarily significant States, in 
preparing their national programmes for social and economic development, should 
consider taking measures to convert some resources spent for military purposes to 
the promotion of social progress, 

4. Considers that the objectives of the Decade - equality, development am 
peace - as reflected in the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the 
Objectives of the International Wanen's Year am in the Programme of Action for the 
Second Half of the United Nations Decade far Women, have not yet been achieved, 

s. Considers that the activities of the world camnuni ty am of the United 
Nations should continue beyond the end of the United Nations Decade for Wcxnen and 
should be directed towards equal treatment for women and their full integration in 
develq>ment umer comitions of peace. 

DRAFl' R~OLOl'ION VIII 

women under apartheid* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

TakiD2 note of the report of the Secretary-General on the situation of women 
and children living uoier racist minority regimes and in the occupied Arab 
territories and other occupied territories, 10/ 

Bearing in mind the conclusions of the International COnf erence on Women and 
Apartheid, held at Brussels from 17 to 19 May 1982, and of the Declaration adopted 
by the Conference, !!/ 

Noting the wide observance of 9 AUgust annually as the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Struggle of WOmen in South Africa and Namibia, in accordanc~ 
with Gereral Assembly resolution 36/172 K of 17 December 1981, 

* See paras. 101 and 102 below. 
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1. Expresses its appreciation to the Special o:munittee against Apartheid arxl 
its Task Force on Women and Children for giving special attention to the plight of 
women and children under apartheid, in accordance with Gemral Assembly resolution 
36/172 K1 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the International O>rnmittee of solidarity 
with the Struggle of Women in South Africa and Nar,wibia for undertaking activities 
iq support of women aoo children living under cm.artheid, aoo urges the O>nmittee to 
put more effort into the support of women and children living under ~artheid1 

3. Urges all B>vernments, United Nations bodies, international, regional, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, women's and anti-apartheid 
groups and other concerned groups to give the highest priority to measures of 
assistance to women in South Africa and Namibia through the end of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace and beyonch 

4. Invites the Special Committee against Apartheid and its Task Force on 
Women and Children to contime its activities in promoting the widest possible 
dissemination of information concerning women and children living under ~partheid1 

S. Appeals to all G:>vernments, United Nations bodies, .a.nternational, 
regional, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, women's and 
anti-apartheid groups and other concerned groups to support the various projects of 
the national liberation movements and front-line States designed to assist refugee 
women and children from South Africa and Namibia, 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to sul:mit a preliminary report on measures 
of assistance provided to women inside south Africa and Namibia and to women from 
South ~frica and Namibia who have become refugees as the result of the practice of 
apartheid to ·the O>rnmission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first session, 

7. Calls upan all women's organizations to support the women of Namibia in 
their efforts to attain irdependence, in accordance with Security Council 
resolution 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978. 

DRAFr RESOLurION IX 

Situation ot Palestinian women within and outside the occupied 
Arab territories* 

The Econanic and Social Council, 

Deeply concerned &bout the prevailing living conditions of Palestinian women 
living inside and outside the occupied Arab territories, 

Recognizing that the mass uprooting of Palestinian women from their haneland 
seriously affects their participation and integration in the develq>ment process, 

Not~ng that no canprehensive study relating to the status of Palestinian women 
inside and outside the occupied Arab territories has been conducted within the 

* See paras. 103-107 below. 
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United Nations system since the World o:>nference of the United Nations Decade for 
Women, Equality, Develqnnent and Peace, held at Cq>enhagen in 1980, 

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the Economic aoo 
Social Council and other appropriate United Nations organizations, 

Taking note of the report of the secretary-General on the situation of women 
and children in the occupied Arab territories contained in chapter II of document 
E/CN.6/1984/10, presented to the CX>mmission on the Status of Women at its thirtieth 
session, 

1. Req-g_ests the Secretary-General to suanit an updated version of that 
report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first session, 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to prepare a carprehensive report on 
the situation of Palestinian women living inside and outside the occupied Arab 
territories and to present it to the o:>rrnission on the Status of Women at its 
thirty-second session, 

3. Further reguests the Secretary-General to present an interim report on 
the preparation of that study to the Conmission on the Status of WOmen at its 
thirty-first session, 

4. Invites all G:>vernments, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations and United Nations bodies to extend all necessary assistance to the 
Secretary-Gemral in this regard. 

D.RAFT RESOLUTION X 

Physical violence against detained women that is specific to their sex* 

The &::onanic and Social Council, 

Noting with grave concern that the o:>nmission on the Status of Women, in the 
report on its thirtieth session W umer the agema item "Conmunications 
concerning the status of women", drew attention to a pattern of physical violence 
against women - cases of rape and other sexual abuse, including violence against 
pregnant women - while detained, 

Considering that wanen are especially vulnerable to sexual violence, 

Considering also that pregnant women require special protection and care by 
society, 

Recalling its resolutions 76 (V) of 5 August 1947 ard 304 I (XI) of 
14 ao:l 17 July 1950, 

Recalling also its resolutions 1980/39 of 2 May 1980 ard 1983/27 of 
26 May 1983, by which it reaffirmed the mandate of the Com~ssion on the Status of 

* See paras. 74-76 below. 
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Women to consider canmunications relating to the status of women, including the 
replies of Govermnents thereon, if any, and to draw to the attention of the Council 
emerging trends and patterns so that the council may decide what action to take, 

1. Calls upon the Member States concerned to take appropriate measures 
urgently to eradicate such violations, 

2. Invites all Member States to submit their views on physical violence 
against detained women that is specific to their sex to the Secretary-General to 
enable him to report to the Conunission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first 
session under the appropriate agenda item, 

3. Decides to authorize the Secretary-General to provide, from within 
existing budgetary resources, the services and facilities necessary for the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XI 

Future work of the Commission on the Status of Women* 

The F.conomic and Social Council, 

Reaffirming the mandate of the Cornmission on the Status of Women established 
by the Economic and Social Council in resolution 11 (II) of 21 June 1946, 

Considering that the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, 
Equality, Development and Peace continue to be valid, are closely interrelated and 
constitute a significant basis for the work of the Commission on the Status of 
women, 

Considering that, as the end of the Decade approaches, it is urgently 
necessary to reinforce the future work of the Commission on the Status of 'Wallen so 
that it may discharge its important role in promoting the inplementation of the 
strategies for the year 2000 that will emanate from the World Conference to Review 
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace, to be held in 1985, 

Emphasizing the importance of the role of women in development as both agents 
and beneficiaries, 

Taking into account resolution 40 of the World conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace, QI General Assembly 
resolutions 2263 (XXII) of 7 November 1967, 2626 (XXV) of 4 October 1970 and 35/56 
of S December 1980, Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/38 of 2 May 1980 
and any other relevant resolutions, 

Welcaning the decision of the General Assembly to proclaim 1986 the 
International Yei'!t' of Peace .Ml as a contribution to the improvement of the 
international climate, which will alleviate existing tensions am the grave threats 
to the maintenance of peace which jeopardize the possibility of improving the 
status of women, 

* See paras. 130-132 below. 
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l. Recommends that the O:>mmission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first 
session, as a contribution to the International Year of Peace, should consider 
recanmendations for concrete proposals to ensure the full participation of women in 
the establishment of conditions conducive to the maintenance of peace and to the 
elimination of inequality and poverty, 

2. Also recommems that the Commission on the Status of Women at its 
,thirty-first session should propose concrete measures to overcane the general and 
specific trems that impede the advancement of women, in particular by proposing the 
establishment, by other organs of the United Nations, of training programmes aJXi 
socially and economically profitable projects that give women a part in the 
development process on a footing of equality. 

B. Draft decision 

2. The Commission on the status of Women recommends to the F.conomic and Social 
Council the adoption of the following draft decision, 

Provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-first session 
of the Commission on the Status of Women* 

The F.conomic and Social Council approves the provisional agenda and 
documentation for the thirty-£ irst session of the O:>mmission on the Status of Women 
set out below: 

l. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters 

3. Results of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 
United Nations Decade for Women: Egu&lity, Development and Peace 

[Legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 3520 (XXX), 33/186, 
36/126 and 37/601 F.conomic and Social Council resolution 1980/38p·draft 
resolution III recommended by the O:>mmission for adoption by the F.conomic am 
Social Council] 

Documentation 

Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace 

Note by the Secretary-Geooral on the reporting system for periodic review am 
appraisal of progress in the advancement of women at national, regional and 
international levels 

Report of the Secretary-Geooral on measures for the integration of the needs 
and concerns of women in planning and programr,te activities of the United 
Nations system 

* See paras. 108-121 below. 
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4. Elimination of discrimination against women in accordance with the aims of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination a9ainst women 

[legislative authority: General Assembly resolution 34/l80p draft 
resolutions I, II and V recommemed by the Commission for adoption by the 
Ecooomic am Social OJuncil] 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the OJnvention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

Reports of the OJmmittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(for information) 

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit on the status of women in the 
Professional category and above and other relevant reports (for information) 

Report of the Secretary-General on information on family violence provided by 
Member States, organizations of the United Nations system and non-governmental 
organizations 

s. Participation of women in promoting international peace and co-operation 

[Iegislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 37/63 and 38/105, draft 
resoJ.utions VIII, IX and XI recommerxled by the Conanission for adoption by the 
Economic and Social OJuncil] 

Docwnentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on measures of assistance for women inside 
South Africa and Namibia and for women from South Africa and Namibia who have 
becane refugees as a result of the practice of apartheid 

Progress report of the Secretary-General on the preparation of a comprehensive 
report on the situation of women living inside and outside the occupied Arab 
territories 

6. Role of women in development 

[legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 35/56, 35/136, 36/74 and 
36/1271 draft resolutions IV and XI recommended by the Commission for adoption 
by the F.conomic and Social OJuncil] 

Docurne ntation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status and situation of elderly women 

7. Conmunications concerning the status of women 

[legislative authority: Economic and Social OJuncil resolutions 76 (V), 
304 I (XI) and 1983/271 draft resolution X recommerxled by the Commission for 
adoption by the Economic and Social OJuncil 

-14-



Doc1.1nentation 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a non-confidential list of 
coitlllunications com::erning the status of wanen 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a conf :ldential list of 
conmunications concerning the status of wanen 

Report of the Secretary-General on information provided by Member States on 
physical violence against detained women that is specific to their sex 

8. Programme of future work, including the draft provisional agenda for the 
thirty-second session 

9. Adoption of the report of the O>Illtlission on its thirty-£ irst session 
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Chapter II 

REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRESS ACHIEVHD IN THE IMPLEMEN'I'ATION OF 
THE OORLD PIAN OF ACTION FOR THE IMPL~Nl'ATION OF THE Ol3JECTIVES 
OF THE INTERNA.TIONAL WOMEN I S YFAR AND THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR 
'.WH SHCWD HALF OF '.WE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR K>MEN DURING THE 
PERIOD 1982-19831 (A) REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRF.SS MADE AT 
'.WE NATIONAL LEVELi (li) MEASURES TAJmN l3Y THH UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM OF ORGANIZATIONS AND BY INTERGOVERNMEN!'AL ORGANIZATIONS, 
PROGRESS MADE IN 'B:IE IMPLEMBN.l'ATION OF NEW STRATEGIES FOR l'DMEN 
AND WORK AIMED AT 'l'HE FOLUJW-UP AND HARK>NIZATION OF ACTIONS OF 

VARIOUS BODIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

3. The Ollllllission considered agenda item 3 at its 2nd to 6th, 8th, and 12th to 
16th meetings, from 15 to 20 and from 22 to 24 February 1984. It had before it the 
following documents reporting on progress mooe both at the national level and by 
the United Nations system of organizations and by intergovernmental organizations, 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the 
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women 
(A/38/406) J 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on the situation of women in rural areas 
(A/39/5&-E/1984/5) I 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations activities during the 
biennium 1982-1983 in the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second 
Half of the United Nations Decade for Women (E/CN.6/1984/2), 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of new strategies 
for women and work aimed at the follow-up and harmonization of action of the 
various bodies of the United Nations system (E/CN.6/1984/~\, 

(e) Progress report of the Secretary-General on technical co-operation 
activities of the United Nations system for the advancement of women 
(E/CN.6/1984/4) J 

(f) Report of the International Labour Organisation on its activities 
regarding women workers (E/CN.6/1984/5)1 

(g) Report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on 
its activities of special interest to women (E/CN.6/1984/6), 

(h) Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization on its activities to improve the status of women (E/CN.6/1984/7)1 

(i) Report of the World Health O~ganization on its activities regarding 
women, health and development (E/CN.6/1984/8), 

(j) Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women on its activities on the 
status of women (E/CN.6/1984/9) , 

(k) Report of the Conunission on the Status of Arab Women on its programme and 
activities relating to Arab Women (E/CN.6/1984/11). 
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4. The Director of the Advancement of Women Branch of the centre for Social 
Develcpment and Humanitarian Affairs noted in her introductory statement that the 
review and appraisal of progress achieved during the United Nations Decade for 
Womens Equality, Development and Peace would be mainly discussed by the Comission 
on the Status of Women acting as the Preparatory Body for the World O'~nference to 
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: 
Equality, Development and Peace. She expressed the hope that the 0>11111ission would 
continue its review and appraisal role after the World Conference was held in 1985. 

s. Referring to item 3 (a), the Director clarified the note by the Secretary
General on the situation of women in rural areas (A/39/SS-E/1984/5). She explained 
that the questionnaire on the review and appraisal of the achievements of the 
United Nations Decade for Women, which had been distributed to Governments in 1983, 
contained a chapter on rural development. 

6. On item 3 (b), the Director advocated a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral 
approach to the review and appraisal of progress and emphasized the importance of 
utilizing resources to the maximum. She suggested that the CX>rrmission should 
consider the issue of studies to be undertaken by the United Nations Secretariat, 
in collaboration with United Nations organizations, specialized agencies and other 
organizations concerned, on the means to increase, on a system-wide basis, the 
allocation of resources for activities for the advancement of women and the means 
to increase the effectiveness and impact of existing programes of the UnitE.id 
Nations. In conclusion, she expressed the hope that co-ordination and co-operation 
within the United Nations system would be strengthened, particularly in the 
inplementation of forward-looking strategies for the advancement of women up to the 
year 2000 which would be considered by the World Conf ereooe to Review and Appraise 
the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and 
Peace, to be held in 1985. She assured the Corrmission that the Secretariat would 
explore ways of inplementing such co-ordination and co-operation. 

7. Many representatives conunented on the role of the United Nations as a catalyst 
for the advancement of women at national, regional and global levels, enphasizing 
the proclamation of International Women's Year (1975) 15/ and the United Nations 
Decade for Women (1976-1985) .J..!/ al')a the adoption of the World Pl;m of Action for 
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year by the World 
Conference of the International Women's Year, held at Mexico City in 1975, 17/ and 
the Programne of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for wanen 
adopted by the World COnf erence of the United Nations Decade for Womens Equality, 
Development and Peace, held at Ccpenhagen in 1980. 18/ While the broad policy and 
programmatic framework had been established, the objectives of the Decade were far 
from being achieved. Some representatives noted that the worsening international 
political and economic situation threatened the practical irrplementation of 
international development strategies. several representatives emphasized that the 
basic obstacles to the achievement of the aims of the Decade were the arms race, 
colonialism, racism, N2artheid, racial discrimination, aggression, intervention in 
the internal i:lffairs of States, any form of foreign danination and the existence of 
fascism and i,eo-fascism. 

a. It was generally agreed that opportunities for the advancement of women had 
increased during the past biennium, in pursuaooe of the objectives of the world 
Plan of Action and the Piograrnme of Actioq, Governmeqts had established or 
strengthened national machinery for the advaooement of women. National wcmen •s 
off ices, councils or canmittees were actively participating in the review aoo 
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appraisal of national policies and programmes, some had set up sub-committees to 
deal specifically with the theme and subtheme of the United Nations Decade for 
Women. Cross-sectoral and administrative strategies designed to enable national 
machineries to play a central role in programme budget formulation and 
implementation and evaluation of national policies and programmes for the 
advancement of women were described. National interministerial or 
interdepartmental task forces on women had been formed. Consultative bodies had 
been created or strengthened to enhance the channels of communication and modes of 
co-operation between non-governmental women's organizations and Governments. One 
representative reported that her Government had recently announced an increase from 
$3.3 million to $15.3 million over the next four years in support to women's 
non-governmental organizations. 

9. Some representatives identified issues that should be given priority in 
forward-looking strategies for the advancement of women. A few representatives 
suggested that one decade was not sufficient to correct the neglect of centuries 
and suggested that the focus on the advancement of women should be extended to the 
year 2000. Some representatives noted that among the questions requiring urgent 
measures at the national level were the effects of the new technologies on women 
and the consequences of technological change for women's health and conditions of 
work, as well as the need for training and retraining and further education to 
ensure that women participated equally in the use and benefits of the new 
technologies. 

10. Some representatives noted the importance of the United Nations questionnaire 
to Governments for the review and appraisal of the achievements of the United 
Nations Decade for Women. One representative indicated that her Government had 
responded to the request of the Secretary-General of the World Conference to 
provide technical assistance to the less developed of the developing countries to 
complete that questionnaire. At the same time, some representatives reserved the 
right to express themselves in detail on the questionnaire in the course of the 
session oft~~ Commission on the Status of Women acting as the Preparatory Pody for 
the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for women: F~uality, Development and Peace. 

11. Increases in the percentages of women elected to positions in national 
parliaments were reported, but the need for more women to participate in local and 
national policy-making was stressed. In one country, the percentage of women 
voters had risen above that of menJ in other countries women had become 
increasingly involved in political action campaigns on both national and 
international issues. 

12. Although many representatives commented favourapl,y on changes for the 
advancement of women in their national legislation, they also noted the difference 
between the de jure and de facto situation in their countries. It was noted that 
to achieve genuine equality of women in all spheres of life, constant attention and 
efforts were necessary on the part of society as a whole and above all on the part 
of national legislative bodies. 

13. A number of representatives reported on changes in nationality laws to give 
women better prot~ction, changes in the economic sector to improve tax credits for 
child-care, enforce child-support laws, eliminate inheritance taxes that resulted 
in hardships for widows and reduce tax penalties imposed on working couples, 
amendments in laws to increase protection for women, particularly against sexual 
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harassment and discrimination on the basis of pregnancy and marital status, 
amendments of the criminal code regarding sexual assault, and examination of 
sexually abusive broadcasting, prostitution and pornography. Some representatives 
reported on efforts by their Governments to tackle the problem of family violence. 
One representative stressed the need for more information from national 
organizations for women on their legal situations in order to determine the 

· applicability of international instruments in particular countries and to assess 
which of those could eventually be used by each country. She stressed the need to 
disseminate in a simple and accessible way in every country guidelines for the 
advancement of women and to concentrate on national projects that have the greatest 
pra,ctical viability in each country. 

14. Progress was not~d on the part of Governments in involving increasing numbers 
of women in national development planning and in focusing development strategies on 
issues of concern to women. However, participants called for more opportunities 
for women to obtain greater expertise and to fill decision-making posts. A shift 
of emphasis from social welfare to economic development was noted. It was 
considered that the mass media should be usea ~o enhance a new image of women as 
participants in economic development and as planning experts contributin9 to 
national development and programming. 

15. Peace was considered by many to be a prerequisite to the realization of the 
objectives of the United Nations Decade for women, and the importance of the 
participation of women in the promotion of peace and co-operation at national, 
regional and global levels was repeatedly stressed. Some representatives 
considered that the advancement of women depended to a great extent on local 
political, economic and social conditions. Others said that peace could be 
obtained through economic and social justice and stressed the importance of 
disarmament in the realization of the goals of the Decade. The increasing numbers 
of women actively participating in peace marches was cited as an indication that 
peace was an integral part of the values of women throughout the world. The 
Declaration on the Part.1.cipation of Women in Promoting International Peace and 
Co-operation and General Assembly resolutions 38/105 and 38/108 of 16 December 1983 
were cited as reaffirmations of the need for the World Conference to Revie\<r and 
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for women: Equality, 
Development and Peace to consider the issue in 1985. It was recalled that the 
General Assembly, in its resolution 37/16 of 16 November 1982, had proclaimed 1986 
the International Year of Peace. 

16. Some representatives stressed the importance of women's access to employment 
as being one of the most decisive factors for the emancipation of women. They 
explained that in their own countries, the realization of the right to work for 
both men and women had brought about not only de jure but also de facto equality. 
Some participants describe1 measures taken during the biennium 1982-1983 to 
increase women's access to employment and occupational training services, prov·i 1e 
employment counselling, diversify the occupations for which women were trained, 
increase maternity benefits and provide child-care for parents in the work-force. 
However, women in a number of countries continued.to cluster in low-paid, 
traditionally female occupations. National experiences were cited to demonstrate 
that the number of working women was increasing. While a few representatives 
stated that in their countries equal pay was given for work of equal value, it was 
pointed out that women in many countries did nc)t have guarantees to equal right to 
work and equal remuneration. One representative noted that though new job 
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opportunities for women were constantly opening in her country, there was a lack of 
trained women managers. Action to provide pensions for wives and to meet the 
social security needs of elderly women were mentioned. Some representatives stated 
that although the International Labour Organisation (ILO) had under its 
consideration the problem of employment of women, it did not pay enough attention 
to the most urgent problems of the working women, such as unemployment, unequal pay 
and the like. 

17. National efforts to provide primary health-care facilities, particularly in 
the developing countries, were discussed. Several representatives noted the need 
to improve the accessibility and quality of health care for women and children for 
reproductive health, infant care, nutrition, family planning, water and 
sanitation. A few representatives indicated that their Governments had undertaken 
numerous water projects, both to improve sanitation and to increase the water 
supply to remote villages. 

18. Several representatives noted that social norms and practices in some 
countries perpetuated stereotyped attitudes and discriminatory behaviour towards 
wo~en. In many national educational systems girls and young women were still. 
under-represented. The value of free education was emphasized and increases in the 
attendance of young women in technical schools r~ported. However, absenteeism of 
girls and young women was still a problem. Certain programmes on science and 
technology for women were outlined, and a few representatives said that their 
Governments had made increasing use of radio, television, films and the press to 
promote participation by girls and young women in both formal and informal 
educational and training courses. 

19. National actions to enhance women's role in food production and agriculture 
and the needs of women in rural areas were reported on. One representative said. 
that radical changes had been made in her country to overcome inequalities between 
rural and urban women. Those rural women now benefited from higher pay, modern 
equipment to alleviate work and better facilities for community use. Their access 
to health services, pensions, leisure-time, maternity leave, paid leave and 
qualifications for employment had improved. She recalled General Assembly 
resolution 37/59 of 3 December 1982 on the improvement of the situation of women in 
rural areas and considered that the question of rural women merited special 
attention. She wanted to know why the Secretariat had not prepared a report on 
that question for the current session of the Commission. A representative of the 
Secretariat explained that in conformity with paragraph 3 of General Assembly 
resolution 37/59 and to avoid duplication of effort, the subject of the situation 
of women in rural areas had been included in the questionnaire sent to Governments 
on the review and appraisal of the achievements of the United Nations Decade for 
Women. A report based on an analysis of the answers to that questionnaire would be 
presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session. 

20. Several representatives spoke of the connection between research, data 
collection and analysis, on the one hand, and technical co-operation, training and 
advisory services, on the other, in such fields as rural development, employment 
generation, education, health, and water supply and sanitation. The valuable role 
of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for women was noted in 
connection with such work. Yet, while there was appreciation of the considerable 
progress made in the implementation of the Programme of Action, it was felt that 
there should be a strengthening of system-wide communication and co-operation on 
concrete projects for the advancement of women. Some representatives noted that 
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there had been a shift of emphasis from a social welfare to an economic development 
approach and that the reports before the Commission (E/CN.6/1984/2, 3, 4, S, 6, 7 
and 8 and A/38/406) reflected that shift. Gratitude was expressed to those 
agencies that had attempted to quantify that work, especially as reflected in the 
progress report of the Secretary-General on technical co-operation activities of 
the United Nations system for the advancement of women (E/CN.6/1984/4), and greater 
allocations for technical assistance for the advancement of women were called for. 

21. Some representatives emphasized the role of the Commissiqn as the focal point 
in the United Nations system for efforts to raise the status of women. They 
proposed that it should continue to operate as a catalyst for action throughout the 
United Nations system to mobilize energies and resources to strengthen women's role 
in economic development. They particularly wanted the commission to address itself 
increasingly to substantive development issues, monitoring aQd assessing progress 
more rigorously than it had done before and providing guidance for both Governments 
and United Nations bodies in ways of aqcelerating progress, especially towards the 
year 2000. A number of representatives stressed the importance of co-ordinating 
the activities related to the advancement of women, including research, data 
collection and technical co-operation. One representative noted that it would be 
useful to have information on the nature of the status of women co-ordinating 
mechanism in each of the specialized agencies in order to gauge continuing 
effectiveness. The leading role of the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs 
in co-ordinating United Nations activities on improving the status of women was 
also noted. 

22. The representative of ILO introduced the report of the Organization regarding 
women workers (E/CN.6/1984/5). In reporting on ILO activities within the Decade 
for women workers and on measures taken to eliminate discrimination and to promote 
equality of opportunity and treatment of men and women in employment, she noted 
that one of the main activities had been the development of international labour 
standards to promote international and national actions to guarantee women equal 
rights to employment. The ILO representative noted that, in spite of many national 
measures, women remained the principal victims of social injustice and 
exploitation. Women constituted 35 per cent of the total world labour force of 
1,800 million. Many families relied on the income of women. According to the 
ILO forecast, it would be necessary to create one billion new jobs by the end of 
the century in order to provide all women and men with employment. At the current 
important stage of the preparatory ~ork it was necessary to ask if existing 
development strategies within the context of the United Nations Decade for Women 
were at least beginning to meet the minimum needs of women, or if women were being 
left even further behind. The 1985 International Labour conference would bring to 
the attention of the World Conference to be held in 1985 its conclusions and 
recommendations relating to crucial problems in the situ~tion of women workers and 
to measures to promote the equality of women workers. 

23. The representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) introduced the report of the.Organization on its activities 
for improving the status of women (E/CN.6/1984/7), stating that from its earliest 
days, UNESCO had worked in its field of competence for the advancement of women 
through collaboration with non-governmental organizations, educational projects, 
seminars and studies. Its programmes encouraged equality of educational 
opportunity for girls and women. The second medium-term plan of UNESCO (1984-1989) 
envisaged activities for analysing aspects of the image of women presented by the 
mass media, pa~ticularly those running counter to the dignity and rights of women. 
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Other activities proposed in the plan concerned the participation of women in 
decision-making, the development of training, the employment and promotion of women 
in the communications profession and the encouragement of their recruitment to 
high-level posts in media organizations. Studies on women would take the form of 
pilot projects, studies or an international meeting of experts on the subject, and 
it was hoped that the results of such research would be sent to the World 
Conference to be held in 1985. Some representatives drew attention to the useful 
work of UNESCO in studying the causes of discrimination against women, particularly 
in the field of education. 

24. The representative of the World Bank reported that World Bank research was 
contributing to more effective development planning for women. The World Bank was 
increasingly involving non-governmental organizations in its work, including those 
specifically concerned with the advancement of women. It had been stepping up its 
efforts to improve the methodology and indicators for monitoring the effectiveness 
of projects financed with its loans in reaching women. The representative drew the 
attention of the Commission to the apparent lack of information on the 
opportunities available to women in projects financed with World Bank loans to 
women's organizations, many of which when established included the monitoring of 
international assistance in their terms of reference. Consequently, few women 
contributed to project design or implementation, and opportunities for the 
advancement of women were wasted. The World Bank regarded the advancement of women 
as important for economic and social development and to that end would continue its 
collaboration with the United Nations system. 

25. The representative of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) stated that the Organization had a clear mandate to promote the integration 
of women in industrial development. The UNIDO secretariat was fully aware that all 
its programmes affected, directly or indirectly, the role and situation of women. 
With that in mind, UNIDO was developing a broad programme of technic~l assistance 
to enhance the employment opportunities of women in developing countries. Parallel 
with that, UNIDO had undertaken a study of the working conditions of women in 
specific industrial branches. The extensive training programme of UNIDO aimed, 
among other things, at facilitating the contribution of women to industrial 
policy-making and planning and at developing their entrepreneurial skills. A 
series of regional workshops to accelerate the integration of women in the 
processes of industrial development would break new ground for UNIDO in the 
African, Asian and Caribbean regions. 

26. The Director of the International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of women brought to the attention of the Commission the report on the 
activities of the Institute (A/38/406), which provided information on the work of 
the Institute, as requested by the Commission at its twenty-ninth session. She 
highlighted the major objectives and results of the Institute programmes oriented 
to setting up a methodological framework for the participation of women in 
development that should place the role of women at the centre of all development 
efforts rather than treating them only within a social, demographic or welfare 
context. The decentralized nature of those programmes, based on international 
networks, was pointed out. The Director explained the priorities of the recently 
approved Institute programmes, such as the series of studies on women and 
international economic relations and subsequent high-level meetings. Programmes in 
different fields leading to increased technical co-operation that would reach women 
were also brought to the attention of the Commission. 

27. The observer for the League of Arab States explained that the endeavour of the 
General Secretariat to bring about benefits for Arab women was reflected in the 
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social strategies to be implemented during the Decade of Arab Development, 
1981-1990. She pointed out that, for the preparations of the World conference to 
be held in 1985, the Secretariat had asked the Arab States to prepare a regional 
study on women. She stated that the Plan for the Advancement of Arab women 
included a number of programmes and projects aimed at the improvement of their 
situation during the first half of the Decade of Arab Development. The Plan 
identified the basic needs of women in rural areas, especially Bedouin and 
Palestinian women. She reported that the League of Arab States had developed 
programmes to raise women's status within the overall social development strategy, 
conducted surveys and studies on the situation of women and families in the Arab 
world and abroad, undertaken measures for the education and training of women, 
particularly in scientific and technical fields in co-operation with national Arab 
and international agencies, and made the Arab public aware of the problems relating 
to women and the family. 

28. The observer from the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) said that 
during the United Nations Decade for Women, CIM had carried out a series of actions 
that fitted into its regional plan of action. It was planning to orqanize national 
meetings in 1984 to make reports and to hold an inter-American seminar for working 
out the strategies to be adopted for the period after 1985 and to be presented at 
the World Conference in 1985. The most important activities during the period 
1982-1983 related to employment and education. A project for appropriate 
technology for rural women had been consolidated in Bolivia and Ecuador. The 
project manual had been published and the projects were being implemented in eight 
countries. Projects that integrated women in development and provided for 
vocational training'or national office for women were given support. In 1983, the 
Inter-American Year of the Family had been celebrated. With the support of the 
Organization of American States 18 February had been designated Day of Women of the 
Americas, and 1986 had been declared Inter-American Year of Peace. The ties 
batween the organizations of the inter-American system and the United Nations had 
been strengthened in the common endeavour to integrate women in development. 

29. The observers for the United Towns Organization and the International Centre 
of Social Gerontology, non-governmental organizations in consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council, categories I and II, respectively, drew the 
attention of the Commission to the needs of elderly women. One observer noted that 
that important matter was mentioned neither in the questionnaire sent to 
Governments on the review and appraisal of the achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for Women nor in the agenda for the World Conference to be held in 1985. 

30. The observer for the International Catholic Child Bureau, a non-governmental 
organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, 
category II, underlined the importance of the question of violence in the family, 
and the negative consequences for children. He expressed the hope that the 
Commission would review that question not only in the context of the World 
Conference to be held in 1985 but also in the Commission's own programme of future 
work. The observer for the International Alliance of women - F,qual Rights, Equal 
Responsibilities, a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social council, category I, emphasized the issue of new technologies 
and the ways that they were changing employment patterns and opportunities for 
women in both developed and developing countries. She noted that a network was 
required to inform women about that problem and related future work perspectives. 
She requested the Commission to include the question of new technologies and the 
changing working conditions of women in its programme of work. She suggested that 
the Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for Social Development afld 
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Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs 
should convene an expert group meeting on that topic. 

31. The Chief of the Implementation Unit of the Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Decade for Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs summarized 
the major accomplishments of the Fund since ~ts establishment in 1976 in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 31/133 of 16 December 1976. The Fund had provided 
over $20 million towards projects for the advancement of women. The emphasis from 
the start had'been on rural and poor urban women, especially in the least developed 
of the developing countries. The Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund for 
the United Nations Decade for Women, which advised the Secretary-General on the 
management of the Fund, was currently composed of representatives of the German 
Democratic Republic, India, Jamaica, Kenya and Norway. 

32. She stated that the Fund had been emphasizing three approaches, (a) involving 
women in large-scale development and co-operative activities; (b) initiating 
specific women's projects that had potential for ieplication and expansion, and 
(c) strengthening national institutions, including planning ministries, national 
machineries on women in development and non-governmental organizations. For th~ 
World Conference to be held in 1985, the Secretariat was preparing a forward
looking assessment that included independent evaluations of 45 country projects. i 
knowledge bank had been set up by the Secretariat to provide easily accessible 
information on what had been learned. A number of representatives noted that the 
Fund had been a catalyst for new approaches for the integration of women in the 
development process. Its projects had shown that the strengthening of women's 
economic capability contributed significantly to the achievement of national 
development goals. They expressed their gratitude to the Fund for its pioneering 
work and concluded that the Commission should monitor system-wide technical 
co-operation projects for the advancement of women. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Equal opportunity for women employed in the United Nations system 

33. At the 12th meeting, on 22 February 1984, the representative of Australia 
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1984/L.10), entitled "Equal opportunity for 
women employed in the United Nations system". In introducing the draft resolution, 
the representative of Australia, taking into account a proposal made by the 
observer for Nigeria, orally revised the text by adding the following new paragraph 
as operative paragraph 2, 

~2. Calls on Member States to include the names of qualified women in 
the list of candidates nominated to advertised United Nations posts". 

Subsequently, Austria,* Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, France,* Germany, 
Federal Republic of, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Nigeria,* Pakistan, Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago, the United Kingdom of Great ~ritain and Northern Ireland, the 
United States of America and Zambia joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

• In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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34. At the 13th meeting, on 23 February, the Commission adopted the draft 
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution II). 

Question of elderly women 

35. At the 12th meetin~, on 22 February 1984, the observer for Austria,* on behalf 
also of Canada, Egypt, France,* Germany, Federal Republic of, India, Japan, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and Venezuela, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Question of elderly 
women" (E/CN.6/1984/L.5). Subsequently, Australia, China, Ecuador, Kenya, Trinidad 
and Tobago and the United States of America joined in sponsoring the draft 
resolution. 

36. At the 13th meeting, on 23 February, the observer for Austria,* taking into 
account a proposal made by the representative of the German Democratic Republic, 
orally revised the fourth preambular paragraph by inserting the word "some" before 
"elderly women" and by deleting the words "in their societies". 

37. At the same meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics proposed to insert the words "and within the framework of the projected 
studies on women" after the words "budgetary resources" and to replace the words "a 
comprehensive report" by the words "an information report". 

38. At the 14th meeting, on 23 February, the observer for Austria, on behalf of 
the sponsors, taking into account the proposal made by the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, orally revised operative paragraph 1 of the 
draft resolution by inserting the words "in accordance with established priorities 
of the work of the Commission on the Status of WOtnen" after the words "budgetary 
resources" and by replacing the words "a comprehensive report" by the words "an 
information report". 

39. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as orally 
revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IV). 

Violence in the famil_:I 

40. At the 12th meeting, on 22 February 1984, the representative of the United 
states of America, introduced, on behalf also of Canada, Denmark, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Italy, Japan, the Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, a draft resolution entitled 
"Violence in the family" (E/CN.6/1984/L.7). Australia, Egypt, Finland,* France,* 
the Netherlands,* Norway,* Pakistan and Spain subsequently joined in sponsoring the 
draft resolution. 

41. At the 13th meeting, on 23 February, the representative of the United States 
of America, on behalf of the sponsors, taking into account a proposal by the 
representative of the Ukrainian Soviet socialist Republic, orally revised the fifth 
preambular paragraph by replacing the words "among groups at all levels of 
socio-economic standing" by "among various population qroups" at the end of the 
paragraph. 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the Economic and social council. 
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42. At the same meetinq, followinq an exchanqe of views, the representative of the 
United States of America, orally revised operative paragraph 3, which read: 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to convene a seminar of experts on 
this subject, within the resources for the 1986-1987 biennium, in order to 
prepare an in-depth report on family violence with proposals for action in the 
judicial process, treatment of victims, and successful measures to reduce this 
widespread abuse", 

to read as follows: 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to convene a seminar of experts on 
family violence, with emphasis on its effects on women, within the resources 
for the 1986-1987 biennium, taking into account what may emanate from the 
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment 
of Offenders (1985) on this subject, with a view towards making 
recommendations to combat this abuse". 

43. At the 14th meeting, on 23 February, the Commission adopted the draft 
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution V). 

44. Before the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of Indonesia 
stated that while her delegation had no difficulty with the adoption of the draft 
resolution, she wished to point out that the subject matter of the draft resolution 
was not a general phenomenon prevailing in her country. 

Promotion of opJX>rtunities for younq women 

45. At the 12th meeting, on 22 February 1984, the representative of Canada, on 
behalf' also of Australia, Austria,* Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic of, Japan, 
the Netherlands,* Spain, the United States of America and Zambia, introduced a 
draft resolution entitled "Promotion of opportunities for young women" 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.9). China and France* subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft 
resolution, which read as follows, 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

"Recognizing that 1985 is the culminating year of the United Nations 
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 

"Recoqnizing also that 1985 has been declared International Youth Year, 

"Bearing in mind that young women were singled out for priority by the 
mid-decade world Conference of the United Nations Decade for Womens Equality, 
Development and Peace at Copenhagen in 1980, particularly in resolution 27, 

Affirming that youth is the period of growth, development and 
apprenticeship for adult roles of work, citizenship and parenthood from which 
all of society will benefit, 

"Affirminq also that youth is a period of discovery and joy in living, 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the Economic and Social council. 
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"Considering that young women who become mothers too early are deprived 
of their youth, 

"Further recoctnizing that while young women and qirls are found in 
societies at all levels of development, the world is in a period of 
technological revolution affecting all, and that women must be equal partners 
with men in shaping and benefiting from that revolution, 

"Stressing that young women who lack sufficient education, appropriate 
trainin9, health and nutrition are ill prepared for the adult roles in this 
cha~ing world and thus Vulnerable to economic, social and sexual exploitation, 

"l. Recommends that States Members take appropriate steps to ensure that 
girls and young women are trained and motivated to choose and be chosen for 
work at all levels and in all functions and efforts of a developing economy 
and society, 

"2. Recommends that States Members support and assist families to give 
support, guidance and encouragement equally to their young women and men, 

"3. Recommends that States Members direct special assistance to girls 
and young women who are socially and economically disadvantaged, 

"4. Recommends thac specialized agencies undertake projects to promote 
global, regional and local action to result in an accelerated improvement in 
education and training, employmemt and ,health status of young women and girls 
in accordance with global, regional and local needs, 

"S. Recommends that specialized agencies, States Members and 
non-governmental organizations undertake projects of international 
co-operation to develop sports and cultural activities aimed at the promotion 
of better international understanding and equal fitness of female and male 
youth, 

"6. Recommends that special attention be paid in multilateral and 
bilateral co-operation programmes and projects, to the training and 
development of young women as managers of projects and as participants in 
articulating the development needs of youth, 

"7. Recommends that the United Nations Adviscry Committee on the 
International Youth Year and the Secretary-General in all their reports take 
special account of the needs and risks of female youth in rural and urban 
areas." 

46. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of Canada, on the 
basis of consultations, introduced a revised text of the draft resolution 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.9/Rev.l) on behalf of the sponsors, now joined by Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

47. At the same meeting, the representative of Canada, on behalf of the sponsors, 
taking into account part of a proposal made by the representative of the Union of 
Soviet. Socialist Republics, orally re~ised the last preambular paragraph of the 
revised draft resolution by inserting the word "those" after tht words "Stressinq 
that" and also accepted a proposal made by the observer for the Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic* to add the words "Participation, Development, Peace" at the end 
of the second preambular paragraph. 
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48. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the revised draft resolution, as 
further revised orally (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VI). 

Implementation of the Objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, 
Development and Peace 

49. At the 12 meeting, on 22 February 1984, the representative of the Ukrs.inian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Implementation 
of the Objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development 
and Peace" (E/CN.6/1984/L. 6) • Subsequently, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic 
Republic and J?oland* joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. The text of the 
draft resolution read as follows, 

"The Economic and Social o:>uncil, 

"U:>nsidering General Assembly resolution 3520/XXX of 15 December 1975, in 
which the Assembly endorsed the proposals for action set forth in the World 
Plan of ootion for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Year, adopted at the World Conference held in Mexico City in 1975, 

"Referring to General Assembly resolution 35/136 of 11 December 1980, by 
which the Assembly endorsed the Progranune of Action for the Second Half of the 
United Nations Decade for Women, as adopted by the World Conference of the 
United Nations Decade for Women, held in Copenhagen in 1980, 

"Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade i:or Womens 
Equality, Development and Peace, 

"llmphasizing the inportance of undertaking, at the conclusion of the 
Decade, a critical review and appraisal of progress at the international, 
regional and national levels in the achievement of the goals of the Decade -
equality, development and peace - and the obstacles encountered in the 
inplementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the 
Objectives of the International Women's Year and the Programme of Action for 
the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, and also of developing 
a forward-looking perspective on the status of women, 

"Stressing also the need to identify the most effective str~teg ies and 
methods of work at the international level and to establish priorities for the 
United Nations system, 

"Lookin<J ahead to the World Conference to be held in 1985, at which the 
achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, and the need to continue 
such achievements beyond the end of the Uecade, will be reviewed and appraised, 

"Conscious that, since the primary object of development is to bring 
about sustained improvement in the well-being of the individual and of society 
and to bestow benefits on all, development should be seen not only as a 
desirable goal in itself but also as the most inportant means of furthering 
equality of the sexes and the maintenance of peace, 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
convnissions of the F.conomic and Social Council. 

-28-



"Conscious that further efforts are necessary to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination against women in any area of human activity, 

"Reaffirming the existence of the undeniable link between peace and 
development and the imperative need to halt the arms race, thereby releasing 
valuable additional resources which could be used for the development of the 
developing countries and could contribute to the well-being and prosperity of 
all, 

"Expressing its deep concern over the constant deterioration of 
international relations as well as the intensification of the arms race, 
particularly the nuclear arms race, which directly threatens international 
peace and security and increases the danger of the outbreak of war, in 
particular nuclear war, 

"Noting that until genuine disarmament is achieved, women and men 
throughout the world must maintain thP-ir vigilance and do their utmost to 
achieve peace, 

"Recognizing that discrimination against women is still taking place, 

"Recalling that the flames of war in the world have inflicted great pain, 
especially on women and children, 

"Taking into account that millions of women are still meeting with untold 
sufferings and the violations of human dignity resulting from different forms 
and manifestations of colonialism, foreign domination, apartheid and racial 
discrimination, 

"Noting with concern the deterioration of the social situation in many 
countries of the world, which threatens the achievement of the objectives and 
tasks set out in the Declaration on Social Progress and the Development and 
the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade, as well as those of the United Nations Decade for Women, 

• 
"l. Reaffirms the urgent need to implement the socio-econonic 

development objectives established by the international community and 
contained in the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives 
of the International women's Year, the Programme of Action for the Second Half 
of the United Nations Decade for Women and the International Development 
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, inter alia, the 
elimination of hunger and malnutrition, the achievement of full employment by 
the year 2000, health for all by the year 2000, appropriate population 
policies, the reduction of the infant mortality rate, the availability of safe 
water and adequate sanitary facilities by 1990, the attainment of a lif~ 
expectancy of 60 years as a minimum by the year 2000, universal primary school 
enrolment by the year 2000, and the s0curing of the full participation of 
women both as agents and as beneficiaries in all sectors and at all levels of 
the development process, 

"2. Exeresses its firm conviction that all peoples and all individuals 
have an inherent right to life, and that the safeguarding of this foremost 
right is an essential condition for the enjoyment of the entire range of 
economic, social and cultural, as well as civil and political, rights, 
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"3. Stt·~~ the foremost importance of the implementation of practical 
measures of disarmament for releasing substantial additional resources, which 
should be utilized for social and economic development, particularly for the 
benefit of the developing countries) 

11 4. Emphasizes that foreign occupation, colonialism, apartheid, racism 
and racial discrimination and the denial of the right to self-determination of 
peoples and of all universally recognized human rights, are serious 
impediments to peace and development) 

"S. Calls upon States, in preparing their national programmes for social 
and economic development, to take measures to convert the resources spent for 
military purposes to the promotion of social progress; 

"6. Recognizes that the objectives of the United Nations Decade for 
women, as reflected in the World Plan of Acticn for the Implementation of the 
Objectives of the I~ternational women's Year and in the Programme of Action 
for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, have not yet been 
achieved; 

"7.. Invites the Secreta:ry-C'.,eneral to ask the opinion of the governments 
of Member States on the progress made and the obstacles that still have to be 
overcome in achieving the objectives of the Decade, and their views on the 
priorities and strategy to be followed up to the year 20001 

118. Considers that the activities of the world comm'i.mity and of the 
United Nations for the improvement of the status of women should continue, 
beyond the end of the Decade, to be directed to the achievement of ~quality, 
development and peace, since the attainment of these goals constitutes the 
basic prerequisite for the genuine advancement of women." 

SO. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, on the basis of consultations, introduced a revised text 
of the draft resolution (E/CN.6/1984/L.6/Rev.l). In introducing the revised text, 
she made the following oral revisions: 

(a) In operative paragraph 3, the words "to take measures to convert the 
resources spent" were replaced by the words "should consider taking measures to 
convert some resources spent"; 

(b) In operative paragraph 5, the words "beyond the end of the Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development and Peace" were deleted at the end of the paragraph, 
the words "beyond the United Nations Decade for Women" were inserted after the 
words "should continue"; and the words "in their full integration" were replaced by 
the words "and their full integration". 

51. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, after consultations on proposals made by the 
representatives of Pakistan, China, Ecuador and Indonesia, further orally revised 
operative paragraph 3 by inserting the words "especially militarily significant 
States" after the words "Recommends that States" .. 

52. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the revised draft resolution, as 
further revised orally (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VII). 
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Chapter III 

CONVENTION ON THE EJJIMINATION OF ALL EOR'1S OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINS1 ~Ot.lEN 

53. The Commission considered agerxia item 4 at its 2nd to 7th, 11th and 
, 13th meetings, from 15 to 20 and on 22 and 23 February 1984. It had before it the 

following documents for information: 

(a) Report of the o:>mmittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women on its first session (A/38/45) J 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the Status of the o:>nvention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (A/38/378). 

546 In introducing the item, the Director of the Branch for the Advancement of 
Women of the Centre for Social Development and HtUnanitarian Affairs of the 
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs recalled that both the 
CoJ1111ission on the Status of Women at its twenty-ninth session and the Economic and 
Social o:>uncil, by its resolution 1982/17 of 4 May 1982, reaffirmed that the 
ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women and the inp1ementation of its provisions were inportant for the 
a'ttainment of the three objectives of the United Nations Decade for WOmenz 
Equality, Development and Peace. Furthermore,. she related that the o:>uncil had 
requested the Secretary-General to transmit the reports of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women to the o:>mmission on the Status of 
WOmen for its information and had recommended that the Commission should include 
the status of the Convention in the agenda of the thirtieth session. 

55. She stated that as of 1 February 1984 the total number of ratification~ and 
accessions was 55f and she indicated that a list of countries that had signed, 
ratified or acceded to the Convention was available. Regarding the Conmittee set 
up to monitor the Convention, she explained that while the report on the 
first session of the Convnittee contained its rules of procedure, the report on the 
second. session (CEDAW/C/7) contained guidelines for the form and content of reports 
that States parties were to sul:::mit pursuant to article 18 of the Convention. In 
addition, the Committee had considered seven national reports. She concluded by 
noting that the report of the CoJ1111ittee on its second session would be considered 
and adopted at its third session, to be held fran 26 March to 6 April 1984 at 
Headquarters, and she indicated that the Committee had decided to sul:::mit the 
reports on the second and third sessions as background doctUnents to the World 
Confererx:e to be held in 1985. 

56. G~eat satis~action was expressed with both the current status of the 
Convention and the report on the first session of the Committee. Some 
representatives noted as a positive fact that the Committee had developed 
guidelines for the preparation of information reports on the implementation of the 
Convention. The hope was expressed that the Committee would make a constructive 
contribution to the preparation and holding of the World conference in 1985. One 
representative expressed concern at the decision of the o:>minittee to consider only 
seven reports at its next meeting. If that rate were to become the norm for the 
Committee's work, she said, her country's second report would be due before the 
first one had been reviewed. She requested a clarification of that point by the 
Secretariat. 
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57. In reply, the representative of the Secretary-General explained that the 
Committee had requested the Secretariat to submit not more than seven reports for 
consideration at its third session so as to leave time for discussion and the 
adoption or the reports on its second and third sessions. Both reports would have 
to be subm1lted through the Economic and Social Council at its first regular 
session t 1984, and then to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session. She 
said that the initial reports that were then being considered by the Committee 
contained very comprehensive information and their consideration required more time 
than the progress reports that Governments were required to submit. Furthermore, 
she noted that, at its fourth session, the Committee would probably be able to 
consider 10 reports, and at future meetings might increase that number. She 
concluded that article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention provided that the 
Committee should normally hold one session annually for a period of not more than 
two weeks. She indicated that additional meetings would have financial 
implications that would have to be approved by the General Assembly. 

58. Several representatives expressed their appreciation of the fact that the 
Convention unified previous international instruments on such sectoral rights as 
political, economic, socio-cultural, employment, health, and educational rights 
into one comprehensive cross-sectoral instrument. They noted that their 
Governments hoped to ratify the Convention.by the end of the United Nations Decade 
for Women. A few representatives said that national reviews were being undertaken 
of domestic laws and regulations, with a view to proposing amendments in conformity 
with the Convention. Several representatives commented that the fact. that their 
Governments had not yet ratified the Convention did not mean that there was 
discrimination against women in their countries. 

59. Some representatives expressed the belief that the increasing number of 
ratifications or accessions to the Convention would confer upon that international 
legal document a more universal character. They noted that while many Governments 
had already incorporated those rights for women into their national constitutions 
and that process was being strengthened by the increasing numbers of ratifications 
or accessions to the Convention, there remained a gap between de jure and de facto 
rights for women in many countries. Some representatives noted that the set of 
rights ensuri119 the equality of women and their full participation in development 
was ensured ··1y means of the implementation of programmes of social and economic 
development. It was also noted that in a number of countries national legislation 
gave more rights to women than were laid down in the Convention. They concluded 
that progress could be achieved by increased international co-operation and 
exchange of views and experience on that question, as well as through intensified 
efforts to implement those rights in concrete ways at national, provincial and 
local levels for the advancement of women. 

60. A few representatives stressed that the tangible application of the Convention 
would mean significant social changes in values and attitudes in many countries, 
especially in those in which women were deprived of such basic rights as equal pay 
for equal work, social security, and education and t~aining. one representative 
distinguished between mass participation of women in political, economic, social, 
cultural and family life and symbolic appointments of a few women to high 
management positions. Others supported that view and linked it to the fundamental 
importance of socio-economic justice for all members of society and to the 
participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international peace 
and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign 
aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination. 
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61. Several representatives stated that the Commission should stimulate more 
effective implementation of the Convention in all countries of the world, 
encouraqing more States to ratify or accede to the Convention. They expressed the 
view that that would be an important contribution of the Commission to the World 
Conference to be held in 1985. various representatives made the following 
suqgestions: 

(a) Specific attention should be given in the preparatory work of the World 
Conference to the situation of women and children in countries that were not 
parties to the Convention in order to have a more objective picture of the 
achievements of the United Nations Decade for Womeni 

(b) All States that had not already done so should be called upon to become 
parties to the Convention, taking the World Conference as an opportunity to do so. 

One representative expressed regret that the report of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women had not been submitted to the 
Commission for its consideration. 

consideration of the draft resolution 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

62. At the 11th meeting, on 22 February 198~, the representative of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, on behalf also of~, Czechoslovakia, E9YEt, German 
Democratic Republic and the Philippines, introduced a draft resolution entitled 
"Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women" 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.4). 

63. At the same meeting, the representative of India proposed the deletion of the 
words "that have not so far become parties to the Convention" at the end of 
operative paraQraph 2. The representative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, on behalf of the sponsors, accepted that proposal and further orally 
revised operative paragraph 3 by adding the words "taking into account the 
forthcoming 1985 World Conference on Women" at the end of the paragraph. 

64. At the 13th meetinq, on 23 February, the Commission adopted the draft 
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution I). 
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Chapter IV 

COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

65~ ::.1e Commission considared agenda item 5 at its 9th, 13th and 15th meetings, on 
21, 23 and 24 February 1984. 

66. The Director of the Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of International Economic 
and Social Affairs, made an introductory state~Aent in which she referred to 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/27 of 26 May 1983, entitled 
"Co111nunications concerning the status of women". In that resolution the Council 
reaffirmed the mandate of the Commission to consider confidential and 
non-confidential communications on the status of women, and requested the 
secretary-General to submit to the Commission, beginning at its thirtieth session, 
a report on confidential and "\on-confidential communications on the status of 
women, which should include, in addition to communications received under Council 
resolution 76 (V) of 5 August 1947 and 304 I (XI) of 14 and 17 July 1950 
communications received by the specialized agencies, regional commissions and other 
United Nations bodies, together with information on action that might have been 
taken following the receipt of such communications, and to solicit the co-operation 
of the specialized agencies, regional commissions and other United Nations bodies 
in compiling the report. 

67. She indicated that the Secretariat had invited the specialized agencies, 
regional commissions and other United Nations bodies to forward copies of any 
communications concerning the status of women, together with information on 
action. She reported that the Council had also authorized the commission to 
appoint a working group consisting of not more than five of its members, selected 
with due regard for geographical distribution, to hold closed meetings during the 
session. It would be the responsibility of the working group to consider all 
communications, to bring to the attention of the commission those that appeared to 
reveal a consistent pattern of reliably attested injustice and discriminatory 
practices against women and to prepare a report that indicated the categories in 
which communications were most frequently submitted to the Commission. The 
commission should examine the report of the working group and make recommendations 
to th.e Economic and Social Council, which would then decide on the action to be 
taken. All actions envisaged by th~ Commission would remain confidential until it 
had decided to make reconunendations to the Economic and Social Council. Before 
resolution 1983/27 had been adopted, all communications received by the Advancement 
of women Branch had been forwarded to the Centre for Human Rights at the United 
Nations Office at Geneva in order to permit it to take any necessary action, such 
as contacting the Governments concerned. The Advancement of Women Branch had been 
empowered to take similar steps only recently, and therefore the Commission would 
find only a few replies of Governments to communications concerning the status of 
wOJ11en received directly by the Branch in Vienna. 

68. At the first ~eeting, on 15 February 1984, the confidential list of 
communications on the status of women (S.W. Communications List No. 21) was 
distributed in a sealed envelope to the representative of each State member of the 
Commission attending the thirtieth session. 
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69. The Working Group on communications on the Status of Women was appointed by 
the Commission at its 8th meeting, on 20 February, and held three private 
meetings.* It had before it the confidential list of communications on the status 
of women (S.W. Communications List No. 21) and a non-confidential list 
(E/CN.6/CR.27 and Corr.1). ~: Corr. 2, F and Sonly. 

70. At its 13th meeting, on 23 February, the Commission, in closed session, heard 
the report of the Working Group. After informal discussion, the Commission decided 
to adopt the report of the Working Group and to incorporate it, together with the 
comments thereon, in the report of the Commission. The report of the Working Group 
read as follows: 

"Report of the working Group on Communications on the Status of Women 

"The Working Group studied a list of 121 communications and the replies 
of some Governments and noted, among these, some cultural issues affecting 
women which the Working Group decided were being adequately addressed by the 
Governments concerned. 

"The working Group ana.lysed the varied nature of the matters raised and 
observed there were many communications concerning the separation of families 
and of persons wishing to marry. However the Working Group conside~ed that 
these were not within its mandate, in so far as they did not relate 
specifically to women only, but applied equally to men and women. It 
considered that these communications should be referred to the Commission on 
Human Rights for its attention. 

"The working Group identified only one trend which it wished to draw to 
the attention of the Commission. This was the widespread physical violence 
against women while in official custody. Cases of rape, sexual abuse and 
violent treatment of pregnant women were reported. 

"The Commission, in keeping with its mandate, may wish to recommend to 
the Economic and Social Council a course of action based upon the report of 
this Working Group." 

71. Several representatives commended the Working Group for the quality of its 
report, which reflected a consensus of views. 

72. A few representatives noted the absence of communications from certain regions 
in which women had been suffering from some of the most serious problems 
confronting uornen anywhere in the world. One representative asked the Secretariat 
why efforts had not been made to disseminate information on the mandates of the 
Commission and its procedures for dealing with communications. She requested the 
Secretariat to publicize that mandate. 

73. In reply, the representative of the Secretary-General said that there was no 
mandate for such publicity, although the Department of Public Information of the 
United Nations Secretariat did issue press releases on mandates. 

* See chap. VIII, para. 151. 
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Consideration of the draft resolution 

Physical violence against detained women that is specific to their sex 

74. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, on behalf also of Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, Pakistan, Spain and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution 
entitled "Physical violence against detained women that is specific to their sex", 
which the Commission considered in closed session. 

75. After informal discussion, the Commission adopted the draft resolution and 
decided to incorporate it, together with comment~ on it, in the present report (see 
chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution X). 

76. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics said that she had participated in the Working Group on 
Communications on the Status of Women in a spirit of co-operation and with great 
appreciation for the useful work that had resulted in a report based on a consensus 
of views. However, she stated that her delegation once aqain reiterated its 
position that the examination of.complaints by individuals against States Members 
of the United Nations should be carried out inside their respective countries·in 
the light of national legislations Furthermore, she said that her delegation 
agreed to the adoption of the draft resolution without a vote but explained that 
her delegation did so with the clear understanding that the draft resolution was 
concerned with only those trends mentioned in the report of the Working Group. 
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Chapter v 

PAR'.I'ICIPATTON OF WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE STRENGTHENING 
OF INTERNh ~'IONAL PEACE AND SECURITY AND AGAINST COLONIALISM, 
RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, FOREIGN AGGRESSION AND 

OCCUPATION, AND ALL FORMS OF FOREIGN DOMINATION 

77. The Commission considered agenda item 6 at its 7th to 11th, 13th and 16th 
meetings, from 20 to 24 Febr~ary 1984. It had before it the report of the 
Secretary-General on the situation of women and children living under racist 
minority regimes and in the occupied Arab territories and other occupied 
territories (E/CN.6/1984/10). In introducing the report, the Director of the 
Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs of the Department of International Economic and SOcial Affairs noted that 
it had been prepared pursuant to Economic and Social Council decision 1982/123 of 
4 May 1983, by which the Council approved the provisional agenda and documentation. 
for the thirtieth session of the Commission. 

78. The Acting Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid addressed the 
CommiEsion on behalf of the Special Committee. He reaffirmed support for the 
relentless efforts of the Commission to eliminate all forms of discrimination 
against women and to assist women to realize their full equality in all spheres. 
He 'traced the activities of the Special Committee, noting that the African women of 
South Africa suffered under the triple yoke of national oppression, sex 
discrimination and exploitation as workers. Citing numerous problems confronting 
those women, he said that the Special Committee had promoted publicity designed to 
draw world-wide attention to the plight of women under apartheid, especially in the 
context of the United Nations Decade for Women, he indicated that the Special 
Committee intended to participate in the preparations for the World conference to 
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: 
F.quality, Development and Peace, to be held in 1985. He stated that the Special 
Committee had endorsed the observance of 1984 as the Yenr of Women of South Africa, 
as proclaimed by the African National congress of South Africa, and described the 
measures that the Special Committee had urged all Governments to take in connection 
with special events on 8 March (International women's Day)J 17 April (thirtieth 
anniversary of the founding of the Federation of South African Women), 9 August 
(International Day of Solidarity with the Struggle of women of South Africa and 
Namibia), and 10 December (Hum~n Rights Day and Namibia Women's Day). Finally, he 
said that the Special committee hoped that the commission would also endorse 1984 
as the Year of Women of South Africa. 

79. Man}r representatives stressed that peace was a prerequisite to the full 
realization of the theme and the sub-theme of the United Nations Decade for women. 
They noted that women and children were among the principal victims of armed 
conflicts and that the maintenance of peace and the elimination of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism, fascism and foreign aggression and occupation were 
decisive for the future of women and children. Some representatives noted the 
negative effect of the arms race on the implementation of social and economic 
programmes concerning the situation of women and children, particularly in the 
developing countrie$, and drew attention to the importance of the proposals 
concerning disarmament and the slowing down of the arms race expressed in various 
international forums. 
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80. Several representatives stated that it was unrealistic to speak of 
strengthening the participation of women in international co-operation and peace 
unless such issues as nuclear disarmament, reduction of international tension and 
the establishment of national independence were discussed seriously and unless 
wo~en could participate more effectively in decision-making at national and 
regional levels on the formulation, implementation and evaluation of policies and 
programmes for peace. A number of delegations noted that increasing numbers of 
women were involved in the peace movement through conferences, demonstrations and 
marches. One representative said that her Government was considering ways of 
increasing women's participation in its delegations to intergovernmental forums. 
The implementation of affirmative action policies would ensure that there was a 
greater number of women with appropriate expertise. She called on the united 
Nations Secretariat to ensure that women had the opportunity to contribute equally 
with men to its work on international peace and co-operation issues. Some 
representatives stated that women had not up to then sufficiently participated in 
decision-making concerning the strengthening of international peace and security, 
and in this regard the Commission should discuss positive measures with a view to 
strengthening their participation. 

81. The ways in which the Commission could deal more practically with the peace 
issue were discussed. Some representatives suggested highlighting the contribution 
that women could make to a forward-looking strategy to achieve peace through the 
promotion of international co-operation and the development of friendly relations 
between States. They said that the Commission was dealing with an increasing 
number of issues that fell within the competence of the General Assembly and the 
Security council and suggested that rather than indulqing in the ideological a~d 
propagandistic debates that divided States and regions, the Commission should 
consider concrete proposals to Member States to ensure that women were better 
represented at various levels of decision-making. One representative concluded 
that without ignoring the issues that divided them, the members of the Commission 
should concentrate on issues that united them. 

82. Several representatives referred to General Assembly resolution 37/63 of 
3 December 1982, in which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Participation of 
Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, as an important 
achievement. A few representatives enquired about the monitoring of the 
implementation of the Declaration at national and international levels, one 
suggested that that question should be discussed at the world Conference to be held 
in 1985, that Governments should provide information and that the Secretary-General 
should prepare a report on that topic for discussion at the World conference. 
Reference was made to General Assembly resolution 38/105 of 16 December 1983, by 
which the General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Commiss·ion on the Status of 
Women to consider the measures necessary to implement the Declaration and to report 
through the Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth 
session. Several representatives noted that equal employment opportunities for 
women should be vigorously implemented by the United Natiorts Secretariat, 
consistent with the Declaration, to ensure that women had the opportunity to 
contribute equally with men to work dealin~ with international peace and 
co-operation. 

83. A tew representatives emphasized that item 6 of the agenda of the Commission 
would also be on the agenda of the World Conference to be held in 1985 and would 
become one of the main areas of work of the Conference. One representative 
expressed the hope that the Conference would learn what practical steps had been 
taken by all States owning nuclear weapons to discharge their primary 
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responsibility to strengthen international peace and security through disarmament, 
particularly nuclear disarmament. Another representative expressed the view that 
to realize genuine disarmament the two superpowers, which possessed over 
90 per cent of the world's nuclear weapons, should take the lead in reaching 
agreement on a drastic reduction of nuclear arms, so as to pave the way for general 
tuclear disarmament by all countries po~sessing nuclear weapons. 

Q4. In addition, a few representatives referred to resolution 37/16 of 
16 November 1982, by which the General Assembly proclaimed 1986 the International 
Year of Peace, and suggested that the Commission should closely relate its 
recommendat:i.ons on peace to the activities envisaged for the Year. They stressed 
that women could and should play an active role in the preparations for the 
International Year of Peace and that the World Conference to be held in 1985 and 
the thirty-first session of the Commission to be held in 1986 should discuss IYP 
and adopt resolutions and decisions. 

85. Some representatives referred with appreciation to the Expert Group Meeting on 
the Participation of women in Promoting International Peace an' Co-operation, held 
at Vienna in December 1983, and described activities undertaker at the national 
level to ensure greater participation by women in efforts to maintain peace. 

86. A few representatives noted that in 1985 the fortieth anniversary would be 
celebrated of the victory over the forces of nazism, fascism and neo-fascism. In 
thah connection, they proposed that the World Conference to be held in 1985 should 
mark the event, and they also mentioned that since fascism and neo-fascism 
constituted a serious threat to peace and security and the observance of human 
rights, women should participate in the fight against such phenomena. 

87. Some representatives expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the 
Secretary-General in preparing the report on the situation of women and children 
living under racist minority regimes and in the occupied Arab territories and other 
occupied territories (E/CN.6/1984/10). 

88. Other representatives stated that they considered that document incomplete, 
unbalanced and unacceptable because it did not deal with such issues as the armed 
aggression against and occupation of Afghanistan and Kampuchea by foreign 
countries. One observer considered that much of the information in the report on 
the situation of Palestinian Arab women and children was one-sided and erroneous. 

89. The representative of the Secretary-General replied that the report was based 
on information collected by the United Nations and extracted from published United 
Nations documents, and its title derived from the mandate given to the 
Secretary-General set out in paragraph 23 of the annex to General Assembly 
resolution 34/24 of 15 November 1979. However, in that context, neither the 
Commission nor the Economic and Social council had specified the meaning of "other 
occupied territories". 

90. One representative stated that he still considered the report (E/CN.6/1984/10) 
incomplete because th~ coverage did not extend to the condition of women in such 
countries as Afghanistan, Kampuchea, El Salvador, Grenada and Nicaragua. Another 
representative, citing the problems confronted by Lebanon, suggested that the 
omission should be rectified in an updated version of the report that would be 
submitted to the World conference to be held in 1985. 
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91. A number of r~presentatives, however, stated that the report submitted for 
discussion was in conformity with General Assembly resolution 34/24. They rejected 
the attempts to broaden the interpretation of that resolution by references to 
Afghanistan and Kampuchea. They also consid~red that such attempts distracted the 
attention of the Commisaion from other trouble spots, such as Grenada, El Salvador, 
Lebanon and Nicaragua. 

92. Many representatives expressed their great concern and support for the women 
and children living under the apartheid regime in South Africa and in the occupied 
territory of Namibia. Several representatives noted the particular burdens 
confronting women in southern Africa, especially discrimination based on race and 
sex, and expressed abhorrence of the system of apartheid and the repressive 
measures used to enforce it. They described the political situation in South 
Africa during the biennium 1982-1983, which had been characterized by organized 
resistance, including resistance from women and children, and by increased 
repression by the apartheid regime, especially of the African women in that 
country. Several representatives spoke of cont~nuing problems in the employment, 
health and education sectors in both urban and rural areas and supported the 
activities undertaken by the Special Committee against Apartheid, together with 
other United Nations and non-governmental organizations, to promote global 
awareness of the predicament of women and children under apartheid and to promote 
world-wide concerted action to assist them. Some representatives supported the 
decision of the Special Committee against Apartheid to proclaim 1984 the Year of 
Women of South Africa. One representative described the role of the front-line 
States in assisting refugees. 

93. In addition, several representatives discussed the problems of women and 
children in Namibia, and the hope for an independent Namibia. They noted the 
continued illegal occupation of Namibia, and the application of the system of 
apartheid and related colonial measures instituted by the Government of South 
Africa. Some representatives noted the negative effect of transnational monopolies 
on the solution of the problem of apartheid in South Africa, which affected the 
situation of women and children. 

94. Many representatives noted that the plight of women and children living in the 
occupied Arab territories had worsened. Several representatives stressed that the 
improvement in the situation of Palestinian women in the occupied Arab territories 
depended upon a comprehensive, just and lasting political settlement and recalled 
the conclusions of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine, 19/ 
held at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September 1983. Some representatives suggested 
that, pendinq that solution, the Commission should help to promote awareness of the 
situation of Palestinian women through conferences and should call for continued 
support from the international col'Ullunity in assisting Palestinian women. 

95. Some representatives called on Israel to abide by international law and 
implement the relevant United Nations resolutions relating to Palestinian rights. 
Some drew the attention of the commission to the emergency situation and armed 
conflict in El Salvador, Grenada and Nicaragua. One representative drew the 
attention of the commission to the situation of women living in emergency 
situations and armed conflicts in El Salvador, Guatemala, Grenada, Nicaragua and 
Chile. Another representative explained the situation of a group of Cuban women 
who were working in Grenada as technicians in various fields when they were 
captured and virtually taken hostage as a result of the intervention of the United 
States of imerica in that country. Another delegation offered an explanation of 
the circumstances of th~ action of several Caribbean States in Grenada in light of 
the murder of several government officials there and the invitation of the Governor 
General. 
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96. The representative of ILO errphasized the need for increased awareness of the 
socio-economic consequences of disarmament. She mentioned in particular that on 
the employment of women, an ILO study revealed that for every one job in the 
armaments sector, two could be created in the civilian sector. She described IU> 
programmes related to the Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting 
International Peace and Co-operation~ and to assisting women in southern Africa 
in their struggle against apartheid and the application of ILO international 
instruments relating to the elirnin~tion of discrimination in employment and 
occupation. 

97. The observer for the League of Arab States referred to the report of the 
Secretary-General. (E/CN.6/1984/10) , which she indicated was well prepared and 
contained important information. She cited part II of the report, which containec 
an analysis of the situation of Palestinian women living in the occupied Arab 
territories, and stressed the inportant work of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) • She suggested that the 
Commission should focus its consideration on educational, relief, health and 
vocational training programmes. She expressed gratitude to ~he specialized agencies 
of the United Nations system that had given assistance to Palestinian Arabs. She 
also suggested that the Conmission should establish a working group to examine 
further the situation of Palestinian women, since the report, despite its 
importance, reflected only 50 per cent of the actual situation, owing to the 
difficulties faced by experts in obtaining information within the occupied Arab 

• territories. 

98. The observer for the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) said the 
situation in Namibia constituted not only ~\ struggle between the oppressed and the 
oppressors in Namibia itself, but also had escalated and spread to neighbouring 
countries in which the oppressed had sought refuge. She described the particular 
problems confronting black women in Namibia in the political, economic, enployment, 
health and educational fields and the increasing violence inflicted on black women 
in both military and civilian quarters. She made an urgent call, especially to 
women• s organizations, for assistance ln the struggle for peace and national 
independence in Namibia. 

99. The observer for the African National Congress expressed concern at the 
problems experienced by millic.1., · ~f J.fricans, ;; ncludj ng women and children, who had 
been oppressed, exploited, dispue3:.1est,.;e 1 and discriminated against by the apartheid 
regime. She expressed concer~i r:n,er the .problems confronting those women who had 
been victims of forced removals to barren land with insufficient wate1: and poor 
sanitation facilitiQs and who consequently encountered malnutrition and cholera. 
She expressed appreciation for the assistance given by the specialized agencies and 
the organizations of the United Nations system a~d requested the Secretariat to 
consult with the World Health Organization to determine if Depo Provera, an 
injected contraceptive given to black but not white women in South Afrioa, was a 
health hazard, since numerous reports had indicated that it was. 

100. The observer for the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania expressed concern about 
the problems experienced by the millions, including women and children, who had 
been dispossessed, exploited, and discriminated against by the aertheid regime. 
She noted the particular problems confronting those women as a r.esult of the policy 
of breaking up families, the "pass laws", the absence of social security, 
unemployment benefits and a minimum wage law, and the high illiteracy rate for 
children, mostly in the homelands. She expressed appreciation for the assistance 
given by the specialized agencies and the organizations of the United Nations 
system. 
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Consideration of draft resolutions 

Women under apartheid 

101. At the 13th meeting, on 23 February 1984, the representative of Zambia, on 
behalf of China, F.cuador, Egypt, Ivory Coast,* Kenya, Nicaragua, Nigeria,* Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia* and Zaire introduced a draft resolution entitled "Women under 
apartheJ~" (E/CN.6/1984/L.12). Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic 
Republic, India, Mexico, Pakistan, Poland,* the Sudan and the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

102. At the 16th meeting, on 24 February, the Commission adopted the draft 
resolution (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VIII). 

~uation of Palestinian women within and outside the occupied Arab territories 

103. At the 13th meeting, on 23 February 1984, the representative of I~Jia also on 
behalf of Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Nicaragua, Nigeria,* Pakistan, TUnisia* and 
Zambia introduced a draft resolution entitled "Situation of Palestinian women 
within and outside the occupied Arab territories" (E/CN.6/1984/L.13). The Sudan 
subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

104. At the 16th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of India, on the basis 
of consultations, orally revised the text of the draft resolution by replacing the 
fourth and fifth preambular paragraphs by the following text, 

"Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the Economic 
and Social Council and other appropriate United Nations organizations". 

105. At the same meeting, the representative of India accepted the proposal made by 
the representative of the United States of America calling for the replacement of 
the words "Noting with appreciation" by the words "Taking note of" at the beginning 
of the last prearnbular paragraph. He also accepted the proposal of the 
representative of Indonesia to add the words "contained in chapter II" after the 
words "occupied Arab territories" and orally revised the last prearnbular paragraph 
to read as follows: 

"Taking note Df the report of the Secretary-General on the situation of 
women and children in the occupied Arab territories contained in chapter II of 
document E/CN.6/1984/10 presented to the Commission on the Status of Women at 
its thi.rtieth session". 

106. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as orally 
revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IX). 

107. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of the United 
States of America stated that his delegation, in a spirit of co-operation, had not 
blocked the consensus of the Commission on the question but did continue to hold 
reserv.ations about document E/CN.6/1984/10. In that context, he said that the 
United States of Am~rica had demonstrated its concern for the plight of the 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of th~ functional 
commissions of the F.conomic and Socia! Council. 
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Palestinian refugees by continued support of UNRWA, which indicated his 
Government's great interest in ameliorating the qualit} ~f lif for Palestinians. 
Moreover, he indicated that his delegation shared the favou1able view, reflected in 
docl!fflent E/CN.6/1984/10, of the work of UNRWA. However, he stated that his 
delegation was concerned that the focus of the study was restricted to Palestinian 
women and children in the occupied territories only and was not a more balanced 
study of the problems of Palestinian women and children, including those in refugee 
camps. He concluded that furthermore his delegation did not share certain 
judgements contained in the document, direct or implied, against Israeli 
practices. For example, he 1;ermed as pejorative the phrase "oppressive practices", 
which had appeared as the title of one section of the document, and said that such 
poli~icization did not belong in the present forum. He stated that his delegation 
fully expected that any future report on the subject would take into consideration 
the points raised at the thirtieth session of the Commission in that regard. 
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Chapter VI 

PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK, INCLUDING THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
FOR THE THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

108. The Commission considered agenda item 7 at its 12th to 16th and 18th meetings, 
from 22 to 25 February 1984. For information, it had before it the relevant 
extracts from the programme budget for the biennium 1984-1985 (E/CN.6/1984/CRP.2) 
and the medium-term plan for 1984-1989 (E/CN.6/1984/CRP.3). It also had before it 
a note by the Secretariat containing the.draft provisional agenda for the thirty
first session of the Commission and specifying the documentation to be submitted 
under each item and the legislative authority for its preparation 
(E/°".6/1984/L.ll). Subsequently, a revised text was issued containing an 
indication of the documents that would be submitted under each item in the light of 
decisions to be taken by the Commission at its thirtieth session 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.ll/Rev.1). 

109. At the 12th meeting, on 22 February, the Director of the Branch for the 
Advancement of women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
of the Depattment of International Economic and Social Affairs made an introductory 
statement. 

110. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the Director drew the attention of the 
Commission to F.conomic and Social Council resolution 1983/23 of 26 May 1983, 
entitled "Role of the family in the development process", in which the Council 
requested the secretary-General to analyse the impact of development on the 
family. A progress report was to be submitted to the Council at its first regular 
session of 1985, through the Commission for Social Development in consultation with 
the Commission on the Status of Women and the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against women. 

111. The Director of the Branch for the Advancement of Women emphasized the pivotal 
role that women played in the family, regardless of cultural, regional, juridicE",l 
or institutional factors. That funda1nental role should not serve as a pretext for 
loading women with additional responsibilities and making them the victims of 
difficult social and economic circumstances but, on the contrary, should enable 
them to find personal fulfilment, together with the other members of the family 
unit, while at the same time making a useful contribution to s·ociety as a whole. 
She concluded that it was important that the Commission advise the Secretariat on 
the content and orientation of the report. An identical request would be made to 
the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

112. Some delegations, referring to resolution 1983/23, emphasized that increased 
participation of women in development required a new distribution of 
responsibilities for both men and women, especially regarding the care of 
children. They concluded that the study should emphasize the rights and status of 
wo~en in the family, especially vis-a-vis menJ the role of women as economic 
producers and agents of development) and women as individuals and as family 
members. They urged that the study should be linked to the various provisions of 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and 
to the relevant instruments of the International Labour Organisation concerning 
workers with family responsibilities. 
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113. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, during the discussion of the draft 
provisional agenda, one representative, on behalf of the representatives of the 
States members of the Organization of African Unity, proposed that in the note by 
the Secretary-General listed in the documentation under item 3, the words "review 
and appraisal of progress in" should be replaced by the words "evaluation 
concerning". Another representative proposed that since 1986 would mark the 
fortieth anniversary of the Commission on the Status of Women, there should be a 
codification of the recommendations of the Commission and a study of the results 
achieved by the Commission over the past 40 years. She proposed that the 
Secretariat should prepare such a document for consideration under item 3 or 
another appropriate item of the provisional agenda for the thirty-first session of 
the Commission. 

114. At the same meeting, during the discussion concerning item 4 of the draft 
provisional agenda, several representatives proposed that the title of the item 
should read "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women". One representative questioned the inclusion of the words "for information" 
in connection with the reports of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against women" in the list of documents under that item. 

115. Concerning item 5 of the draft provisional agenda, one representative proposed 
that the title of the item should be revised to read "Participation of women in the 
strug9le for the strengthening of international peace and security and against 
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation, and 
all forms of foreign domination". She explained that that had been the title of 
item 6 of the agenda for the thirtieth session of the Commission, as well as the 
title used for the discussion of that item at the World Conferences held at Mexico 
City in 1975 and at Copenhagen in 1980, as well as in the World Plan of Action and 
the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for 
Women. Furthermore, she concluded that a number of important issues could be 
grouped under the item, including several that had been addressed in draft 
resolutions before the Commission. Several representatives expressed disag£eement 
with the proposed revision. 

116. The representative of the SecLetary-General, addressing the questions raised 
on items 4 and 5 of the draft provisional agenda, noted that document 
E/°'1.6/1984/L.ll and Rev.l had been prepared by the Secretariat after consultation 
with the Bureau. She explained that the words "for information" had been included 
in the title of the documentation to be prepared under agenda item 4 in order to 
conform to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination ~f Discrimination 
against Women. Referring to item 5, she said that it was the intention to list 
under that agenda item the documentation requested in re.solutions formulated by the 
Commission once they ha~ been agreed by the Comrnissione 

117. At the 16th meeting, on 24 February, one representative repeated the 
suggestion made during the 15th meeting concerning a comprehensive report on the 
actions undertaken by the Commission on the Status of Women during its 40 years of 
existence. In reply, the representative of the Secretary-General pointed out that 
no provision had been made in the programme budget for the biennium 1984-1985 for 
preparing such a report. The Secretariat would need to consult on the 
administrative and financial implications of the proposal since, in view of the 
heavy workload resulting from the preparations for the World Conference to be held 
in 1985, it would be difficult to prepare such a report for the next session of the 
Commission. 
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118. At the same meeting, item 3 was approved as proposed in the draft provisional 
agenda. 

119. Concerning item 4 of the draft provisional agenda, several representatives 
proposed to add to the title of the item the words "in accordance with the aims of 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women". 
Another representative pointed out that the phrase 11elimination of discrimination 
against women" was broader than the Convention. Two representatives proposed to 
mention the Convention under the documentation rather than in the title and to add 
the words "on the implementation of the Convention" at the end of the first 
document listed so that it would read "Reports of the Committee on the Eliillination 
of Discrimination against Women on the implementation of the Convention, for 
information". An alternative proposal was to list under the documentation for 
item 4 a report by the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention. 

120. Following the discussion, it was agreed to add to the title of item 4 of the 
draft provisional agenda the words "in accordance with the aims of the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against women". The 
representative of Pakistan indicated that her dele9ation had not joined the 
consensus on the addition to the title of item 4. 

121. During the discussion on item 5 of the draft provisional agenda, some 
representatives suggested the inclusion of a fourth report under the documentation 
for the item. In that connection, reference was made to paragraph 4 of General 
Assembly resolution 38/105 of 16 December 1983, in which the Assembly called upon 
the Commission on the Status of Women to consider what measures might be necessary 
in order to implement the Declaration on the Participation of women in Promoting 
International Peace and Co-operation and requested the Commission to report through 
the Economic and Social council to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth 
session. Two representatives expressed regret that the Secretariat had failed to 
prepare the necessary information on that ~uestion. Several other representatives 
pointed out that the Secretary-General had not been requested to provide such 
information and had fulfilled its part of the mandate, they also noted that the 
Commission had discussed the Declaration under agenda item 6. Other 
representatives were of the view that the commission had not been able, at its 
present session, to fulfil the mandate given by the General Assembly in resolution 
38/105. 

122. The representatives of the Secretary-General noted that paragraph 4 of General 
Assembly resolution 38/105 had been brought to th~ attention oi the Commission in 
document E/CNo6/l984/l/Add.l and by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs in her opening statement on 15 February 1984. 
They noted that paragraph 3 of that resolution had already been implemented by 
distributing the Declaration to appropriate specialized agencies, as requested, and 
to other appropriate bodies within the United Nations system. It was also noted 
that the Secretariat had not been previously requested to take any further action 
under General Assembly resolution 38/105. It was noted that the prepara~ion of a 
report in this connection for submission to the F.conomic and Soci~l council and to 
the General Assembly in 1984 would be difficult without guidance ft't":l\l the 
Commission. Moreover, in paragraph 4 of General Assembly resoluti..:m ~8/105, the 
Commission had been requested to consider what measures might be necessary in order 
to in1plement the Declaration. Several representatives supported that view .. 

123. One representative reiterated her dissatisfaction with the fact that no report 
had been prepared on the Declaration and maintained her view that the Secretariat 
should prepare such a report. 

-46-



124. Another representative canmented that the related section of the questionnaire 
on review and appraisal sent in connection with preparations for the World 
Conference to be held in 1985 could be regarded as the basis for the response 
called for in General Assembly resolution 38/105. The representative of the 
Secretariat pointed out that the section of the questionnaire referred to by the 
delegate did not deal specifically with the Declaration. Another representative 
suggested that the transmission of the report of the COJ1111ission on its thirtieth 
session to the Fconomic and Social Cou .. cil and the General Assembly could be 

' considered a response to the request made by the Gereral Assembly. 

125. Before approving item 5 of the draft provisional agenda and the documentation 
listed therein, it was noted that the document on the situation of women refugees 
would be included only if the relevant draft resolution (E/CN.6/1984/L.15) were 
adopted by the commission. That draft resolution was subsequently withdrawn (see 
paras. 133-141 below) • 

126. At the 18th meeting, on 25 February, during the discussion on the remaining 
items of the draft provisional agenda (items 6-9), one representative proposed that 
the report called for in the resolution before the commission entitled "Phyaical 
violence against detained women that is specific to their sex" should be ircluded 
under item 6. Another representative considered it more appropriate to iJY:lude the 
report under item 7 because it was linked to the report of the Working Group on 
Communications on the Status of Women. The commission decided to include the 
report on physical violeooe under item 7. With this addition, items 6-9 of the 
draf~provisional agenda were approved by consensus. 

127. At the same meeting, the Commission approved the draft provisional ageDia for 
its thirty-first session (E/CN.6/1984/L.ll/Rev.1), as revised, together with the 
documentation requested. In accordaooe with paragraph 2 (e) of Economic and SOcial 
Council resolution 1979/41 of 10 May 1979, the commission decided to submit the 
provisional agema to the Council for its review (see chap. I, sect. B, draft 
decision). 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Coooerns of women within the United Nations system 

128. At the 14th meeting, on 23 February, the representative of Canada, on behalf 
also of Australia, Czechoslovakia, Fcuador, Kenya, Mexico, the Philippines, Spain 
and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution on the concerns of women 
within the United Nations system (E/CN.6/1984/L.14). 

129. At tho same meeting, the commission adopted the draft reeolution.(see chap9 I, 
sect. A, draft resolution III). 

Future work of the commission on the Status of Women 

130. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the repr.esentative of Mexico, on behalf 
also of Argentina,* China, Cuba, &::uador, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Trinidad and 'l'obago 
and Venezuela, introduced a draft resolution on the future work of the Commission 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.8/Rev. 2). 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
conmissions of the Economic arld Social Council. 
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131. At the 16th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of Mexico orally 
revised the text of the draft resolution by deleting the first preambular 
paragraph, which read "Taking note with ap;,reciation of the provisional agema for 
the thirty-first session adopted by the Comission on the Status qf Women". '!'he 
representative of Czechoslovakia proposed the addition of the words "and any other 
relevant resolutions• at the end of the penultimate preambular paragraph, which was 
accepted by the spo.nsors. 

132. At the saine meeting, the OJnunission adopted the draft resolution, as orally 
revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution XI). 

Situation of refugee women 

133. At the 15th meeting, on 24 February, the representative of the United States 
of America, on behalf also of Australia, Canada, Demu~rk, the Nether.lands,* the 
Philippines and the United Kingdan of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
introduced a draft resolution entitled "The situation of refugee women" 
(E/CN.6/1984/L.15), which she orally revised. The text of the draft resolution, as 
orally revised, read as followsa 

"The F.conomic and Social O>uncil, 

"Bearing in mind the goals of the United Nations Decade for Womena 
Equality, Development and Peace, 

"Recalling resolution 12 of the World Conference of the United Nations 
Decade for Women, Equality, Develq>ment and Peace on the situation of Wailen 
refugees am displaced women the world over, 21/ 

"Further recalling resolutions 37/186 and 38/103 on hwnan rights and mass 
exoduses, as well as resolution 38/121 on the report of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 

"Mindful that the plight of refugees, the substantial majority of uhom 
are women and children, iEJ of serious concern to the international comuni ty, 

"Emphasizing that, ¢lisplaced arxi refugee women are particularly vulnerable 
to intimidation, exploitation, physical abuse and rape, 

"Nqti92 with aJ?Preciation the role played by pountriei ifl which dieplaoed 
and refugee women are to ~ found and the humanit~rian aid exterxi~q both 
bilaterAlly and thiough the United Nations systerq by many Member States, 

"Also notin~ ~ith appreciation the role played by the voiuntary. 
humanitarian organizations, the United Natio1µ3 system a~ in particular the 
United Nations Qigh Comissioner for Refugees, th~ World Food ~rogranme, and 
the United Nations Chilch:en's Fund in rerxiering assistance, 

"Mindful of the central role played by the United Nations High 
Conunissioner for Refugees in the administration of assistance ancl in efforts 
to achieve durable solutions to refugee ptoblems and aware of his initiativea, 
to address the special problems of wanen arxi children, 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
conwnissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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' "l. Decides to consider the subject of women and children refugees as an 
agenda item at the thirty-first session of the Commission on the Status of 
women, 

"2. Reguests the Secretary-General to invite the High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Children's FUnd and 
non-governmental organizations to submit to the Commission on the Status of 
women in preparation for its thirty-first session information on the policies 
and programmes to address the plight of women refugees, 

"3. Invites the High Commissioner for Refugees to participate as an 
observer at the thirty-first session of the Commission on the Status of Women, 

"4. Authorizes the Secretary-General to implement the paragraphs above 
within existing resources." 

134. At the same meeting, following a proposal by the representative of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics to make reference to resolution 13 of the world 
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and 
Peace~ in the second preambular paragraph, the representative of the United 
Statea of America orally revised the paragraph by adding the words "and other 
relevant United Nations resolutions" at the end of the paragraph. 

135. At the same meeting, the observer for Nigeria* also proposed to reword the 
second preambular paragraph to read "Recalling relevant resolutions of the world 
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace 
and other United Nations resolutions". 

136. At the 18th meeting, on 25 February, the Commission had before it amendments 
to the draft resolution (E/CN.6/1984/L.16) proposed by the Union of Sovi~t 
Socialist Republics, which called for, 

(a) The replacement of the second preambular paragraph by the followings 

"Recalling resolutions 12 and 13 of the Copenhagen conference on the 
situation of women refugees and displaced women the world over", 

(b) The insertion of the following text after the second preambular paragraphs 

"Aware that, owing to the presence of displaced persons and refugee women 
at the moment in the developing countries of the Near East, Africa, Latin 
America and Central America, South and South-East Asia, this situation places 
an extremely heavy burden on the economies and infrastructures of the 
developing countries, 

"Noting that racism and apartheid, oppression and foreign aggression, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism are at the root of the growing refugee 
problems, in particular of the problem of women and children refugees", 

(c) The insertion of the following new operative paragraphs, 

"l. Condemns racism and apartheid, oppression and foteign aggression, 
colonialism and nee-colonialism as the cause of the refugee problem, 
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"2. Demands that Governments bring to justice persons woo permit 
victimization of women and children refugees and that they take all possible 
steps to ensure the protection of the latter by preventing these cruelties". 

137. At the same meeting, the representative of the German Democratic Republic 
proposed the deletion of existing operative paragraph 1. 

138. At the same meeting, the representative of the United States of America, on 
behalf of the sponsors, stated that, after extensive consultations, the sponsors of 
the draft resolution had decided to withdraw it. She expressed regret that after 
serious discussions on the draft resolution, which had been conceived on a 
hwnanitarian basis, one delegation had a different view and approach that would 
radically alter the scope and nature of the resolution. Since the sponsors did not 
wish to change the thrust of the draft resolution in that manner, they had decided 
with great regret to withdraw it. She expressed pride in the assistance extended 
to refugees by her own country, other sponsors of the draft resolution and many 
other countries. 

139. Following the statement mcde by the representative of the United States of 
America, the representative of the Union of Soviet SOcialist Republics stated that 
the problems of refugee women should not be seen as mimr or temporary in nature 
but should be viewed from a more comprehensive perspective on the causes of such 
problems. She explained, in this context, that questions should be asked as to why 
such problems existed. In conclusion, she said that her delegation was, b::>wever, 
willing to canpromise on this issue, but that if draft resolution E/CN.6/1984/L.15 
was to be recorded in the report of the CoJ1111ission, the amendments proposed by her 
delegation (E/CN.6/1984/L.16) should also be recorded in the report. 

140. ~t the same meeting, the representative of &:,uador noted that the problem of 
women refugees was not a serious problem in her country and regretted that there 
was insufficient consensus at the current session of the CoJ1111ission to adq>t draft 
resolution E/CN 16/1984/L.15. She concluded that since the issue was of i.Jlportance 
in other countries and regions, she believed that the issue would continue to 
receive serioUEi attention from the C.01111\ission in its programme of future work. 

141. At the same meeting, the representative of the Sudan expressed her profound 
regret at the withdrawal of draft resolution E/CN.6/1984/L.15 and drew the 
attention of the Commission to the most urgent situation and the serious problEllls 
confronting refugee women in Africa. 

Chapter VII 

ADOPTION OF 'It.IE REFORT OF 'lllE CX>MMI.SSION W ITS 'lHDlTIE'l'H SESSION 

14'2. At its 17th and 18th meetings, on 24 and 25 Febr,1ary 1984, the Co111nission 
adq>ted the report on its thirtieth session (E/CN.6/1984/L. 3 and Add.l and 2, Add.3 
and Corr .1 and 2, and Add.4-8), as amended during the discussion, and entrusted to 
the Rapporteur the task of finalizing the report. 
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Chapter Vlll. 

ORGANIZATION OF '!HE SESSION 

A. Opening and duration of the session 

143. The thirtieth session of the Commission on the Status of Women was held at 
Vienna from 15 to 25 February 1984, the Commission held 18 meetings. The session 
was opened by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development arxi 
Hwnanitarian Affairs. 

144. In her opening statement, the Assistant Secretary-General stressed the 
particular importanc:e of the thirtieth session of the Commission sinc:e it was the 
last one to be held during the United Nations Decade for Women arxi prior to the 
convening of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development aoo Peace in 1985. In that 
regard, she stated that the thirtieth session offered an opportunity to take stock 
of past work and to give serious thought to the future role that the Conunission 
soould have once the Decade had run its course. Noting the unc:ertain global 
economic and political situation, she stressed that although economic crises, 
political instability and military conflicts plagued so much of the contemporary 
world and had an adverse effect on almost everyone, they weighed more heavily ~n 
women because of their vulnerable situation. She said that the Commission had a 
unique opportunity to help all countries cane to grips with the problems confronting 
women because the Commission was the only United Nations body to offer a forum for 
the formulation of recommendations for the advancement of women in all fields. 
However, the Commission must combine realism with boldness, recognizing that the 
problems of women were vastly canplicated by their national, ethnic aoo cultural 
diversity. Policies and programmes should be established, arxi it should be 
considered whether the approach taken during the Decade was going to be sufficient 
to deal with the increasing problems facing women. The Commission should also 
consider ways and means for the United Nations system to be as effective as 
possible in bringing about greater awareness of what could be done to advarx:e the 
status of women throughout the world through concrete and effective action aoo 
exchange of information and experience. 

145. Surveying the provisional agenda for the thirtieth session (E/~.6/1984/l arxi 
Add.l) she linked the review and appraisal of the progress achieved during the 
period 1982-1983 in the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the 
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women •s Year W and the 
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women 24/ 
to the review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade, which included the issue of the advancement of 
women. She noted the lack of mechanisms and resources to monitor and assess the 
progress achieved at national level. In that connection, she referred to the 
questionnaire on the national review and appraisal in relation to the 1985 World 
Conference that had been distributed to the Member States the previous year and 
asked for. their co-operation in replying to those questionnaires. The Assistant 
Secretary-General gave a status report on the Convention on the ~limination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women and on the first session of the Committee on 
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women established'to monitor the 
implementation of the Convention. She drew attention to &:onomic arxi Social 
Council resolution 1983/27 of 26 May 1983 on the new procedures to consider 
confidential and non-confidential communications concerning the status of women. 
She also discussed recent aotivities on the participation of women in promoting 
international peace and co-operation. 
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146. Finally, she reviewed a number of important issues that had not been included 
in the agenda of the current session but that were related to the work of the 
Corrltlission, abuses against women and children> violence in the family, 
prostitution> action to be taken to ensure the recovery of maintenance, elderly 
women> and young women and girls. She concluded by referring to the commission as 
a pioneer, a conserver and a leader. 

B. .Attendance 

147. The session was attended by 30 States members of the commission. Observers 
for other States Members of the United Nations and one obsetver for non-member 
States, representatives of bodies of the United Nations system, intergovernmental 
organizations and non-governmental organizations, as well as observe~s for national 
liberation movements, also attended. The list of participants is given in annex I 
below. 

c. Election of officers 

148. At its 1st and 7th meetings, on 15 and 20 February 1984, the commission 
elected the following officers by acclamation, 

Chairperson, Fosario G. Manalo (Philippines) 

Vice-Chairpersonsz Dagmar Molkova (Czechoslovakia) 

Luzmila Rodr!guez de Troya (Ecuador) 

Justice Lombe Chibesakunda (Zambia) 

Rapporteur, Kathleen Taperell (Australia) 

D. Agenda and organization of work 

149. At its 1st meeting, on 15 February 1984, the Commission adopted the 
provisional agenda for the thirtieth session (E/CN.6/1984/1 and Add.l), which had 
been drawn up by the Secretary-General on the basis of the provisional agenda 
approved by the Commission at its twenty-ninth session and by the Economic and 
Social Council in its decision 1982/123 of 4 May 1982 and of other relevant 
decisions taken by the Council and the General Assembly since the twenty-ninth 
session of the Commission. The agenda, as adopted, is reproduced in annex II below. 

150. At the same meeting, the Commission approved the suggestions made in a note 
by the Secretariat on the organization of work of the session (E/CN.6/1984/L.l). 

151. With regard to the consideration of agenda item 5, "Communications on the 
status of women", the Commission, at its 8th meeting, on 20 February, pursuant to 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/27 of 26 May 1983, appointed the 
Working Group on Communications on the Status of Women, consisting of the 
following five members nominated by their respective regional groupss Egypt 
(Farida Abou El Fetouh), India (Sarojini Pulla Reddy), Trinidad and Tobago 
(Lenore s. Dorset), Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (T. N. Nikolaeva) and 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northeri. Ireland (R. T. Gardner of Parkes) 
(see chap. IV, paras. 67-70). 
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152. In preliminary consideration ~f various items of the ag~nda, some melllberu of 
the Commission expressed regret at the delay in the distribution of documents. 

153. The documentation before the Commission at its thirtieth session ia listed in 
annex III below. 

E. Consultations with non-governmental organizations 

154. In accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the F.conomic and social council, the observers for the following 
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with tb~ Council made 
statements at the thirtieth session: 

Category Is International Alliance of women -
F.qual Rights, Equal Responsibilities 

United Towns Organizations 

Category II1 International Catholic Child Bureau 

International Centre of Social Gerontology 

(item 3) 

(item 3) 

(item 3) 

(item 3) 

155. Written statements submitted by non-governmental organizations are listed in 
annex III below. 
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Notes 

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-eighth session, 
Supplement No. 45 (A/38/45). 

J:J Report of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 
Equality, Development and Peace, Copenhagen, 14 to 30 July 1980 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3 and corrigendum), chap. I, sect. B. 

:J.J See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-eighth Session, 
Supplement No. 6 (A/38/6), sect. 6.B.4. 

~ Report of the World Assembly on Aging, Vienna, 26 July to 6 August 1982 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.I.16), chap. VI, sect. A • 

.§/ Ibid. 

§./ Report o~ the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 
!guality, Development and P~?~e, ,Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.SOGIV.3 and corrigendum), chap. I, sect. B. 

11 ill:.2· 

~ See General Assembly resolution 35/126 of 11 December 1980. 

'l.l Report of the world COnferenc~of the United Nations Decade for 
Women ••• , chap. I, sect. B. 

!Q/ E/CN.6/1984/10. 

]JI A/37/261-5/15150. 

]1./ O!ficial Recozds of the Economic and Social Council, 1984, Supplement 
No. 5 (E/1982/15), chap. IV. 

~ Report of the World Conference of the Unite..9 Nations Decade for 
Women ••• , chap. I, sect. B • 

.!.!/ See Gener~l Assembly resolution 37/16 of 16 November 1982. 

~ See GE'neral Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972. 

]:§./ See General Assembly resolution 31/136 of 31 December 1976. 

1J.j Report of the world conference of the International women's Year, Mexico 
City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (ll'lited Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1), 
chap. II, sect. Aw 

~8/ Report of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for 
Women ••• , chap. I, sect. B. 

12/ Report of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine, 
Geneva, 29 August-7 September 1983 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.83.I.21). 
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Annex I 

ATTENDANCE 

Members 

Australia, Kathleen Joan Taperell, Jane Hamilton* 

Canada1 Maureen O'Neil, J. R. Crowe,* Louise Holmes,* Freda Paltiel,* 
Linsay Niemann,* Carla Thorlakson* 

Chinas Huang Ganying, I,in Shangzhen,* Xu Manqin, Xie Shanahan 

£!!!?.!• Olga Finlay, Liliam Roch,* Jorge Morales* 

Czechoslovakia1 Dagmar Molkova, Vaclav Rodis,* Jiri Syrucek* 

r.enmark1 Hanne Severinsen, Niels Koch,* Annette Lassen 

Ecuador, Luzmila Rodriguez de Troya, Manuel Calista Varela,* Carlos Abad,~ 
Jaime Barberis* 

Egypt, Farida Abou El Fetouh, Mahmoud Saad* 

German Democratic Republics Helga Hoerz, Heinz Duehring* 

Germa!}I,, Federal Republic of1 Ellen WOlf, Wolfgang Hoffmann~ 

Indiao Sarojini Pulla Reddy, v. P. Marway,* D. K. Jain* 

Indone~i!• A~tati Sudirdjo, Enny SOeprapto,* Sulastri Soengkwo,* Musa Abbas* 

Ital~, Paola Gaiotti de Biase, Manfredo Incisa di camerana,* 
Fiammetta Milesi Ferretti,* Vincenza Lomonaco,* Michelangelo Pipan 

Ja{>!n& Yoko Nuita, Mitsuko Horiuchi,* Wataru Oda, Tamio Hayashi, Toshihiro Araki 

Kenya, Esther Jonathan Wandeka 

Liberia• ** 
Mexico1 Olga Pellicer, Luis Alberto Barrero Stahl* 

Nicaragua, Ivonne Siu Bermudez 

Pakistan, Salima Raisuddin Ahmed, Aziz Ahmad Khan,* Shamim A. Chaudhri* 

* Alternate. 

** Did not attend. 
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Philippines, Rosario G. Manalo, Laura Q. Del Rosario* 

Sierra Leones Rosaline o. Forde** 

!J?!in1 Maria Gracia Perez 

Sudan, Elsayed Mahasin Gallani 

.!212• Adamou Kaboua 

Trinidad and Toba901 Elmina Clarke-Allen, Lenore s. Dorset* 

Ukrainian Soviet SOcialist Republics v. I. Sivolob, N. P. Makarevich,* 
A.G. Matsuka* 

Union of Soviet Socialist ReJ?Mblics1 T. N. Nikolaeva, v. I. Khamanev,* 
L. s. Lobanov, A. I. Shaitukhov, 
A. A. Shitnikov, A. s. Anikushin 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland1 R. T. Gardner of Parkes, 
c. J. Ingham,* w. O'Hara,* 
s. Pease* 

United States of Americas Nancy Clark Reynolds, Jean c. Bergaust,* 
Jennifer B. Dunn, Barbara J~ Mahone, 
Beryl Buckley Milburn, Lynn Ross Wood, 
Julia Jacobson, J. Daniel Phillips 

Venezuela, Delma Miralles, Alberto Jose Molina.'* 

Zairea Bolie Nonkwa, Mutombo Tshitambwe* 

zambiaa Justice Lombe Chibesak~nda 

State.!,_~mbers of the United Nations represented by observers 

Argentin&, Au3tria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet socialist Republic, 
Chile, Finland, France, Greece, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Ivory 
Coast, Malaysia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Yugoslavia. 

Non-member State represented by an observer 

SWi tzer land. 

. 
United Nations bodies 

Economic Commission for Latin America, United Nations Industrial Development 
Org6nization, International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women. 
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Specialized agencies 

International Labour Organisation, United Nations F.ducational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, World Health Organization, World Bank. 

Intergovernmental organizations represented by observers 

ConnorMealth Secretariat, Council of h"urope, European Economic Co11111uni ty, 
Inter-American Connission of Woolen, League of Arab States. 

Other organization represented by an observez 

Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Liberation movements 

African National o:,ngress of South Africa, Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, 
South West Africa People's Organization. 

Non-governmental organizations 

Category: Ia International Alliance of Women - Equal Rights, Equal 
Responsibilities, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, International 
Council of Wanen, International Federation of Business and Professional Women, 
International Planned Parenthood Federation, United 'n>wns Organization, Women's 
Internati•onal Democratic Federation, World Federation of United Nations 
Aascciations. 

cat5ory: Ila All-India Wanen•s O>nference, Associated country Women of the 
world, Baha'i International Conmunity, European Insurance Co11111ittee, Friends World 
Con&.,ittee for Consultation, International catholic Child Bureau, International 
Centlre of SOcial Gerontology, International Council of Jewish Women, International 
Fede:,:ation for Home Economics, International Federation of University Women, 
Pax ltxlana (International Catholic Movement of Catholic Students), ooroptimist 
Inte~national, Wanen's International Zionist Organization, World Association of 
Former United Nations Internee and Fellows, World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts, World Union of Catholic Wanen's Organizationsf World Young Women's 
Christian Association, ZOnta International. 

Rostera International Abolitionist Federation, Medical Women's International 
Association, Romani Union, SERV~ International. 
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Annex I I 

Jl.GENUA OF THE '.ItiIRTIETH SESSION 

Adopted by the O>mmission at its lst meeting, on 15 February 1984 

1. Election of officers. 

2. J\doption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

3. Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation of the World 
Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Wanen's Year and the Prograrrme of Action for the Second Half of the United 
Nations Decade for Women during the period 1982-19831 

(a) Review and appraisal of progress made at the national level, 

(b) Measures taken by the United Nations system of organizations and by 
intergovernmental organizations, progress made in the 1mplementation of 
new strategies for women and work aimed at the follow-up aoo 
harmonization of actions of various bodies of the United Nations system. 

4. Convention on the lUimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

5. Co11111unications concerning the status of women. 

6. Participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international 
peace and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, 
foreign aggression and occupation, and all forms of foreign domination. 

7. Programne of future work, including a draft provisional agerxla for the 
thirty-first session. 

8. Adoption of the report of the O>mmission on its thirtieth session. 
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Annex III 

LIST OE· DOCUMEN'J:-S BEFORE 'l·H.E COMMISSION A'I· I 'IS 
'l'HIRTIE"J."H SliSSION 

Docmnent number --------- Agenda item 

A/38/45 4 

A/38/378 4 

A/38/406 3 (b) 

A/39/58 3 (a) 

E/CN.6/1984/l and Add.l 2 

B/CN. 6/1984/2 3 (b) 

E/CN. 6/ 1984/3 3 (b) 

E/CN.6/1984/4 ,._!? 3 (b) 

E/CN.6/1984/5 3 (b) 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women 

Report of the Secretary-General on the 
Status of the Q:>nvention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women 

?~te by the Secretary-General transmitting 
the report on the activities of the 
International Research and Training 
Ins~itute for the Advancement of Women 

Note by the secretary-General on the 
situation of women in rural areas 

• 
Annotated provisional agenda for the 

thirtieth session of the O>nrnission 
on the Status of Women 

Report of the Secrer~ry-General on untted 
Nations activities during the biennium 
198 2-198 3 in the implementation of the 
l:'rogramme of h:tion for the Second Half 
of the United Nations Decade for Women 

Report of the Secretary-General on the 
inplementation of new strategies for 
women and work aimed at the follow-up 
and harmonization of action of the 
various bodies of the United Nations 
system 

Progress report of the Secretary-General 
on technical co-operation activities 
of the United Nations system for the 
advancement of women 

Report of the International Labour 
Organisation on the ILO and Women 
Workers, Pctivities in 1982-83 
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Doc wnent number 

E/CN.6/1984/6 

E/CN. 6/1984/7 

E/CN. 6/1984/8 

E/CN. 6/1984/9 

E/CN.6/1984/10 

E/CN.6/1984/11 

E/CN.6/1984/Cll. 27 and 
Corr.l 

Note: Corr.2 (F, sonly) 

E/CN.6/1984/CRP.l 

E/CN.6/1984/CRP.2 

E/CN.6/1984/CRP.3 

Agenda item 

3 (b) 

3 (b) 

3 (b) 

3 (b) 

6 

3 (b) 

5 

2 

7 

7 

Title or description 

Report of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
on its activities of special interest 
to women 

Report of the United Nations F.ducational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 
Activities on Improving the Status of 
Women 

Report of the World Health Organization 
on Women, Health and Development 
Activities in WlD • s Progranrnes, 
l982-l983 

Report of the Inter-American Ccnunission 
of Women (CIM) on Activities on the 
Status of Women 

Report of the Secretary-General on 
the situation of women and children 
living under raoi st minority regimes 
and in the occupied Arab territories 
and other occupied territories 

Report of the Comission on the Status of 
Arab Wanen on its programme and 
activities relating to Arab women 

Not,.t by the Secretary-General transmitting 
a non-·conf idential list containing a 
brief sWilnary of collltlunications dealing 
with the principles relating to the 
pranotion of women's rights in the 
political, econo1r.tic, civil, social 
and educational fields 

Organization of the work of the session, 
Note by the Secretariat 

Extracts from the Programne Budget for 
the Biennium 1984-1985 Section 6, 
Programme 4, Subprogrannes 3, 4 
and 5 for the Advancement of Wallen 

EKtract~ from the Medium-Term Plan• 
19~4-1989: Chapter 21, P,:ogram.me 1, 
Subprogramme for the Advaooement of 
Women 
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Document number Agenda item 

E/CN.6/1984/INF.l 

E/CN.6/1984/INF.2 

E/CN. 6/1984/L. l 

E/CN.6/1984/L. 2 

E/CN.6/1984/L .. 3 and Add.l-2, 
Add.3 and Cox:r.1-2, 
Add. 4-8 

E/CN.6/1984/L. 4 

E/CN. 6/1984/L. 5 

E/CN., 6/1984/L. 6 

E/CN.6/1984/L.6/Rev.1 

E/CN. 6/1984/L. 7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Title or description 

Information for participants 

List of delegations 

Progranune of work as approved by the 
Commission at its first meeting on 
15 February 1984 

Decisions taken by the Economic and 
Social Council at its organizational 
session for 19841 Note by the 
Secretariat 

Draft report of the COimnission 

Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, German 
Democratic Republic, Philippines and 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republics 
draft resolution 

Australia, Austria, canada, China, 
Ecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, India, Japan, 
Kenya, Pakistan, Philippines, Spainr 
Trinidad and Tobago, United Kir,adom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America and Venezuela~ 
draft resolution 

Czechoslovakia, German Democratic 
Republic, Poland and Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republics draft resolution 

Czechoslovakia, German Democratic 
Republic, Poland and Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic: revised 
draft resolution 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, 
Finland, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
United States of America, draft 
resolution 
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Document number Agenda item 

E/CN.6/1984/L.8/Rev.2 7 

E/CN.6/1984/L.9 3 

E/CN.6/1984/L.9/Rev.l 3 

EJCN.6/1984/L.10 3 

E/CN.,6/1984/L.ll/Rev. l 7 

E/CN.6/1984/L.12 6 

E/CN.6/1984/L.13 6 

E/CN.6/1984/L.14 7 

Title or description 

.Argentina, China, Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Trinidad and Tobago 
and Venezuela: revised draft 
resolution 

Australia, .Austria, canada, China, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Japan, Netherlands, 
Spain, United States of .America 
and Zambia: draft resolution 

Australia, .Austria, canada, China, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Japan, Netherlands, 
Spain, Trinidad and TObago, ur.ited 
States of America and Zambia1 
revised draft resolution 

Australia, Austria, canada, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of 
America and Zambia1 draft resolution 

Draft provisional agenda and documentation 
for the thirty-first session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women 

China, CUba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, 
Egypt, German Democratic Republic, 
India, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mexico, 
Nicaragua. Ni~e:~a, Pakistan, Poland, 
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, TUnisia, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Cuba, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan, Tunisia 
and Zambia: draft resolution 

.Australia, canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Ecuador, Kenya, Mexico, Philippines, 
Spain·and Trinidad and Tobago: draft 
resolution 

-63-



Document number 

E/CN.6/1984/L.15 

E/CN. 6/1984/L .. ·16 

E/CN.6/1984/NGO/l 

E/CN.6/1984/NG0/2-
A/CONF.116/PC/NG0/10 

E/CN.6/1984/NG0/3 

E/CN.6/1984/NG0/4 

Agenda item 

7 

7 

6 

3 (a) 

3 

3 

Title or description 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, Netherlands, 
Philippines, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and 
United States of Americas draft 
resolution 

union of Soviet socialist Republics, 
amendments to E/CN.6/1984/L.15 

Statement submitted by the Baha'i 
International Community, non
governmental organization in 
consultative status, category II 

Statement submitted by the Associated 
Country Women of the World, 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative status, category II 

Statement submitted by the International 
Federation of University Women, 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative status, category II 

Statement submitted by the Intern,ational 
Alliance of Women, the International 
Council of Women, the united Towns 
Organization, non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status, 
category IJ Baha'i International 
community, the International 
Abolitionist Federation, the 
International Catholic Child Bureau, 
the International Council of Jewish 
Women, the International Federation for 
Rome F.conomics, the International 
Federation of university Women, the 
World Union of catholic women's 
Organizations, the World Young women's 
Christian Association, non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status, 
category II 
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Document number 

E/CN.6/1984/NCD/5 

E/CN.6/1984/N00/6-
J.\/<X>NF .116/PC/NGO/ll 

E/CN. 6/1984 /N00/7-
A/CDNF .116/PC/NG0/12 

84-07927 14l3h (E) 

Agenda item 

3 

7 

3 (a) 

Title or description 

Statement sul::mitted by the International 
Alliance of Women, the International 
Council of Women, ... ,ie International 
Council on Social Welfare, the 
International Federation of Business 
and Professional Women, the 
International Organization of Conswner's 
Unions, the United Towns Organization, 
non-governmental organizations, 
category I1 the All-India Women's 
Conference, the Associated Country 
Women of the World, the International 
Centre for Social Gerontology, the 
International Federation for Home 
F.conomics, the International Federation 
of Settlements and Neighbourhood 
Centres, the International Federation of 
University Women, the International 
Senior Citizens Association, the Medical 
Women's International Association, the 
Salvation Army, Soroptomist 
International, Women's International 
Zionist Organization, the World 
Union of Catholic Women's Organizations, 
Zonta International, non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status, 
category II1 the European Federation for 
the Welfare of the Elderly, the 
International Prevention of !bad 
Accidents, the International Society 
of Radiographers and Radiological 
Technicians, non-governmental 
organizations in consultative 
status, on the roster 

Statement sul::mitted by the International 
Alliance of Women, non-g overnrnental 
organization in consultative status, 
category I 

Statement sul::mitted by the International 
Alliance of Women, non-governmental 
organization in consultative status, 
category I 
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