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 The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being 

circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1996/31. 

  

 

 * The present statement is issued without formal editing.  
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  Statement 
 

 

 Indigenous Peoples hold unique approaches in response to the outstanding 

issues of COVID-19, poverty, hunger and the climate crisis. The legitimacy of 

Indigenous Peoples is not recognized by some governments and therefore they are 

excluded from formal participation in working for solutions.  

 Article 33 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states 

in part: “Indigenous Peoples have the right to determine their own identity or 

membership in accordance with their customs and traditions.” When governments do 

not recognize, respect and include the concept of Article 33 into their own 

mechanisms of governance, many Indigenous Peoples are excluded from formal 

decision-making processes. 

 Indigenous Peoples have been living on ancestral lands in harmony with nature 

for generations. Their insights must be considered when developing solutions to 

climate change which is key to the elimination of health pandemics, poverty and 

hunger.  

 Central to Indigenous culture is the transference to new generations of a 

sustainable way of living. When Indigenous Peoples are not recognized as legitimate 

socio-political actors, their wisdom is excluded from official efforts to confront and 

transform critical social problems. 

 We call upon this 60th session of the Commission on Social Development to 

address these obstacles and to request that UN Member States facilitate the 

recognition of the rights of Indigenous Peoples in each country. By listening to and 

including Indigenous Peoples in political processes to confront and transform 

COVID-19, poverty, hunger and the climate crisis, new avenues for a better and 

sustainable future for all can be found.  

 


