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Statement

To holistically address the various inequalities in societies and the challenges to
social inclusion, it is imperative that policies are designed and implemented with the
aim of prioritizing the improvement of the lives of the most marginalized populations,
thereby reaching the furthest behind first, in accordance with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Children are more vulnerable to the effects of poverty and exclusion in general,
and children without parental care even more so. This is because children who have
become separated from their families and are in some form of alternative care, do not
have the support of family members or access to safety nets to alleviate the burden of
inequality and social exclusion. Also, children without parental care are automatically
excluded from the reach of social protection policies that for children are usually
delivered through the parental structure. Therefore, targeted resources and policies
are needed to ensure basic security for this vulnerable group of children.

Child-sensitive social protection is essential to make sure that children without
parental care, are not left behind but rather receive the attention and social support
they need.

The creation of well-functioning social protection systems is also key to prevent
family separation, as they provide a cushion to strengthen families in vulnerable
situations and reduce vulnerabilities to economic, social or environmental challenges.
Cash transfers, provision of adequate nutrition, increasing caregivers access to
employment or income generation are examples of child-sensitive child protection
services that are needed in order to prevent further harm for children.

Social protection for young people in alternative care and care-leavers, who are
transitioning from life in alternative care to independent adulthood, is also important.
In accordance with the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children, which will
mark its 10th anniversary in 2019, it is important to ensure that policies and services
are instituted to improve their life chances and outcomes through appropriate
preparation for leaving care as well as after-care support. Access to social, legal and
health services together with appropriate financial support should be provided to
young people leaving care and during after-care.

It is also crucial to ensure meaningful participation of children and young people
in designing policies and programmes to ensure their opinions and ideas are reflected,
and that this participation is continuous even in the assessment of social protection
systems.

In order to accurately target these vulnerable child and young people, there is a
need to know how many they are and where they are located. Unfortunately, sufficient
data is lacking for some of the most marginalized populations who are currently not
being counted, such as children without parental care - who are not in a household
and therefore not included in most national household surveys. We urge Member
States to endeavor to invest in mechanisms to properly identify children at risk so as
to better support them and their families.

SOS Children’s Villages would like to remark and bring up a key, though often
neglected issue in the functioning of social protection systems: the social workforce.
Investing in, and adequately training social workers and care professionals is a key
piece to ensure social protection reaches and protects the most marginalized children.
Therefore, there should be adequate budgetary allocations to build the capacity of
social workers, and efforts towards inter-sectoral training of professionals working in
the provision of basic services to prevent vulnerable children and youth from falling
between the cracks.
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We call on Member States to pay special attention to these most vulnerable
children and implement transformative policies to improve their lives and emphasize
that we as civil society remain available to collaborate with you to fulfill this goal.

18-18384 3/3



