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Notes*
' A/51/482 (11 October 1996), para. 53.
? See CERD/C/SR.1189 (8 March 1997).

? For the complete list of topics proposed to the Sub-Commission, see E/CN.4/Sub.2/1997/31,
annex.

4 Ibid.
5 Ibid.

8 Housing rights are enshrined in numerous instruments. For instance, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (art. 25) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (art. 11.1) both guarantee the right to adequate housing. Additionally, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights protects persons from arbitrary or unlawful interference
with their home (art. 17.1); the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination prohibits discrimination on account of race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin with respect to the right to housing (art. 5 (e) (iii)); the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women obliges States parties to “condemn discrimination
against women in all its forms” and, specifically, to eliminate discrimination against women in
rural areas in order to ensure that such women enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in
relation to housing (arts. 2 and 14.2 (h)); the Convention on the Rights of the Child obliges
States parties to provide, in cases of need, material assistance and support programmes to
families and children, particularly with regard to housing (art. 27.3); and the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families provides that “[m]igrant workers shall enjoy equality of treatment with nationals of the
State of employment in relation to ... (d) [a]ccess to housing, including social housing schemes,
and protection against exploitation in respect to rents” (art. 43.1 (d)). Other international
instruments guaranteeing housing rights include various International Labour Organization
conventions, humanitarian law instruments and the Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees.

7 See also UNHCR EXCOM Conclusion No. 56 (XL)-1989, “Durable solutions and refugee
protection” (13 October 1989).

® UNHCR EXCOM Conclusion No. 18 (XXXID)-1980, “Voluntary repatriation”, para. 48 (3) (f),
United Nations document A/AC.96/588 (16 October 1980).

® UNHCR EXCOM Conclusion No. 40 (XXXVI)-1985, “Voluntary repatriation”, paras. (a)
and (b) (18 October 1985).

' UNHCR, Handbook on Voluntary Repatriation, Geneva, UNHCR (1996).

* The notes are reproduced in English only.
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1 gee, ibid., annexes 5 and 6.

12 gee UNHCR Global Consultations on International Protection, “Voluntary repatriation”,
EC/GC/02/5 (25 April 2002), para. 23.

13 See, ¢.g., Security Council resolutions 1287 (2000) (reaffirming the right of all refugees and
displaced persons ... to return to their homes in secure conditions), 1244 (1999) (reaffirming the
right of all refugees and displaced persons to return to their homes in safety), 1199 (1998)
(reaffirming the right of all refugees and displaced persons to return to their homes in safety),
1036 (1996) (reaffirming the right of all refugees and displaced persons ... to retum to their
homes in secure conditions), 971 (1995) (reaffirming the right of all refugees and displaced
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