United Nations
 ECONOMIC

SO

AND

CIAL COUNCIL

Nations Unies

UNRESTRICTED
CONSEIL E/CH.4/SR.8
ECONOMIQUE 31 ganuery 1547
ET SOCIAL  GiTm. e

COMMISEION ON HUMAR RIGLTS

SUMMARY RECORD OF TZX EIURTH MEETING

I:1d et Leke Success, New York, Friday 31 Januery at 2:L45 p.m,

Present:

Chairmen:
Vice-Chairman:
Rapporteur:

Members:

Observers:

Mra, Roosevslt (United States of America)
¥r, Chang (China)
Mr, Malikx (Lobanon)

Colonel Hodgeon (Austrelia)

Mr. Eboid (Bgypt)

Professor Cmssin (France)

Mrs. ishte (Indie)

Mr. Gheni (Iren)

Ceneral Romulo (Philippines)

Mr. Dukes (United Kingdon)

Mr. Teplizkov (Union of Soviet Sccislist
Republics)

Mr. Mcre (Uruguay) ‘

Mr, Ribniker (Yugoslavia)

Mr. Lebeau (Belgium)
Mr, Guardia (Parema)

Fupresentatives of Speclalized Agoencies:

Mr. Hutchinson (Ii@)
Mr. Carnes (UNESCO)

Non-Covermmental Osganizations:

Adviser:

Miss Sender (AF cf 1)

General Discussion on Draftigg,tha Draft Iaternational 2111 of Eumen
Eﬁfa'lgbnt;nued)

Mr. DURES (United Kingdom) said that the United Kingdom atteched the

utmoet importanée to the principles of the rights end dignity of the

human person waich were montioned in the preeamble to the Charter and in

eight other places in that document, and was propared to work for the

application of those principles throughout the world,

/The United Kingdcm



E/CN.4 /SR.8
»Page 2

The United Kingdom had alwvays been in the forefront of the fight for
Puman rights. The Eritish Government had always, everyvhsre, fostered the
emencipation of the hurarn peveon, along with the pranotion of education and
of sceiel and econoulc progress. The United FKingdem whick, in 1940, had
been tre sole chaurion of freeli~m ezainst tyraumy, would remain faithfﬁi
to 1hat ideal., fwornzat the viliass %2 wiich the CGoverinnial of the
United Kinzdom attacied tie greatest 1aoo'tu“ce was tolerarce, which vas
the essence of democracy snd civilization. Ezch individuval cught to be
in a posivicn to fora oninions, to exprzzs Mis vievs and to commmnicate
freely, This 1¢=2l implied the recogniticn of the freedcom of irformation,
vaich wzs the %ruchstons ol all the IZneaioms to vhich the Unitedl Nstions
was consec.ated,

Mr, INTHS then stresced the fact thah rarny T heard work would
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be required to echieve the universal application of a Bill of Human Rights,
.The draf tiﬂg of such 2 bill would ccustitute only tae Tirst step. The

Commission's tasgk vas to delins fuwdeoental rights enl get up machinery

for their universal aprlication, ZFEuch State wes, At poessat, frse to

/i

interpret Jor itaelf the princlples to which it hzd sulscridbed in acceding
to the Charter of the Urnilsd Tations, The Ualted Kinzctom hoved that an
international body would be set vp to viich ap?eals could be mads in the
event of any violation of humen rights;

The Commis sion shoulé not take upon itsell to exemine measures to
encure freedom from want, as that question was within the competence of
other organs of the Uniizd liations aud snocializad agencles sush as the
ILO and TE0,

CaiT (Iren) suggested that the Cornmission should tegia by
exsnining lhe draft pill evinltied by the reprecentative of Panume, He
hdped howevar, Yha®h the Comulselon would beer in mind ths ditficulties
with which certaln counitries werld have to cope in glving such a bill

[effective
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effective application. In certain casgs, it would be‘necessary‘forsthat
to be done gradually,:in the_interest of soccial peace. ,He‘deClared, in
conclusion, that zany attem@b to set up a2 Court of‘Appeal to pass judgment
. on violations of humen rights would eonstitute an infringement of the
sovereignty of States.

Mr. IBEID (Egypt) recalled the disillusiomments and conflicts which
had follcwed the proclamation of President Wilson's fourteen points, afier
the first world war. The urinciples of human rights shou;d be set forth
in clear terms. -The veoples of the world wﬁuld greet with enthusiasn
the first action taken by the United Nations to enforce redressment of
WIOngs .

Mr. GUARDTA {Panams) submitted his country’s'draft, which contained
the minimum essential stipulations and would, by praqtical_méasures,
promote true -respect for human rights.

Mr: MORA (Urvguay) stressed the interrnational character of the
proposed bHill. Hitherto, only States had been subject to intermational
law, but now the individval should have access to international tribunels
vhich would pass Judpwent on individuals a§~we11 as States. Freedom of
movement ought to be incinded among the fundemental freedoms of the
individual. Fach percon shouldibe free to move abeut within a country
and to leave that cowntry, cubject to the limltations imposed by the
-lmmigration laws of other countries.

Mrs. MEETA (India) asked that the peneral debate be brought to
a close and that the Commisslon undertake, without further delay,
cone “deration of the dralt resolution which she had submitted.

My, HUTCHIINSON (ILO) then drew attention to the workrof the
TLO in the field of economic freedom for the individualiand
especielly to the Declsration of Philadelphia, which had been drawn
up by the ILO after a quarter of a century's experience of work in |
the souial fleld, and which had been approved of by the Governments

/and representatives



T /oM. L /sR,.8
Page 4

and representatives of forty States, He gave a rapid analysis of that-
document to show 1ts scope. -Im conclusion, he proposed.that the Commission
should consider the possibility of recommending the Declaration of Philedelph:a
to the sub-committee drafting the Bill ¢f Humen Rights, as a basis for ité
work in the econcmic and soclal fleld.

Mr. RIBNIXKAR (Yugoslavia) stressed the far~reaching effects which the
Bill of Humen Rights would have throughout the werld: 1t would establish
new bonds of solidarity, and would be en expression of the social realities
of our time, defining the relations betwsen the individmal and society.

Fe ocublined the history of libveralism, New economic conditions in the
twentieth century had given birth to & collestlve spirit, a consciousness of
splidarityﬁ"PefsonalAfreedom could oriy be atbained through porfect harmony
between the individual end the commnity., The social ideal lay in. the
interssts of society and of the individual being identical.

We were a% preéent in a trensitioneal perdiod, The Commissicn should
regerd the social and political ideals of the middle classes as ‘those of
“another age, and not lock on certvain principles as eternal, That was the
misteke in the draft submitted by Penama end Cuba, and, more especially,
in that of the American Foderation of Lebor. The Iaternational Bill of‘
Human Rights should be in conformity with the asp;rations of the populsr
masses of the world.

As for the form which the bill should take, he advocated a General:
Ascembly Resolution of a universal nature rather than.a Convention or an
ernex 1o the Charter formulating obligations for all Mernber States,

Professor CASSIN (Frence) referring to a point he had made.

in the morning, explainsd that the text 1tself, ae well as the

[Preanble
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pree-ble to the Bill of Humen Rights, ought to take account of present
conditions, and of the political and social evelution undsrgone in the
course of two centuries.

He approved of the athempts which had boen mede to classify the
rights according to thelr natuvre, or according to the ideas of liberty,
equality and security to which they correspond. de wished to sez the
Comzlasion draw up an indernational Bill which would be the ccunterpart
of tho present natiomal declaratbions, rather than g detailed code.

The drafting sub-committee should also bear in mind the duty of the
copmunity of nations to safsguard the individusl’s right to belong to
a national or territorial group.

Miss SENDER (4F of L) felt 1t her duty to reply to the Yugoslav
represeniatlve's accusation against the draft bl1l subritred by tue
Anerican Federaticn of Lebor. He placed greator importerce upon common
interest tharn upon that of the individusl and considered the idea of
individual liberty obsoleto. The Amorilcan Fedsration of Javor was convinced,
on tho contrary, that the idra of individual liderty was not out-moded and
that 1% was psrlioctly compatible with tho in‘ereshs of the cormunity.

The meeting rose at 5 p.m.
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