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Siwyt

I beg to advise thatr the Draft of Intermetiopal Bill of Human Rights
referred to in your letter of Jamuary 9, 1948, No. SOA/i7/1/01/JE, has.
beely examined by the :Swedish Govermment. . This examination hgs. been
'62.a:preliminary nature.. Its first.cbject hae been that of finding,out .
to what éxtent. Swedish:-law might be compatible with.the Bill. . The.outcome
of-sefeh ‘e ‘exemination is.presented below. The gquestion of the
“impYementation of the principles laid down in the Bill bas not been the
stibject of ‘dny:closer examination. The Swedish Govermment do therefore;
‘Fogerve ‘dheir right to propose formal as well es material -meqdmegts Ao
the Bill at such time as the Bill.shall have been submitted to the. Gensral
Asseiibly:,

“The principles :1aid down - in the Draft.of Interngtional Declaration
‘én’Huean ‘Rights are mostly identical with principles either expressly. .
stited in the Swedish Coiistitution:or otherwise.embodied in -Swedish, last..
Froi' & Swedish-poizit 'of. view 1t would thersfore be .mogt gratifying,.if,.,
‘EHese ‘prindiples were raised to the intermational level and fitted into..
the systenm of initeimaticnal Jaw. It should be'noted, however,. that om
céitain points present Swedtish lav-is not'quité compatible with the: ...
Declardtion’ = Thud with regsrd to:Awticle 7 (2) there is reason to, paimk
out Y&t Swedish: law Is!mdgicly-governediby:the primciple. that:no .one. ..
shall béIstbjecy to punishhent Loriem ast that was nop punishable eb the
1 ihén Gomittted TWAth vegard tosArticle b it.showld;besborne in mind
“hat: ghstiright' of allénsuvtoraequire real spropexty.is. mestpicted.py. o -
Swedish law Buptherihore; ' aiciese; exgmination of:the: extent teo,which the
principle "of aqusl. opportunity: o hold public.effice; as expressed. @q .
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Arjbiele 22; "may be acknowledged by Swedish law reveals that, striectly
speaking, s2id principle - otherwise established in Swedish law - does
'not anply to the posts of cabinet ministers, holders .of such office
‘according to an old provislon of the Swedish Constitution being cbliged
to belong to the Swedish State Church Also the principle laid down in
Article 24 '(2) of the Declara.tion that women shell work with the same
edvantages as men is a basic rule which ;n Sweden mey not have penetrated
~into all professions. ‘ .

The question whether the Draft Ihternationsl Covenant on Human
Rights is competlble with Swedish law requires a profouna. s‘dudy, which it
has not yet been possib.l.e to complete. Ags far as basic principles are
concerned, it is however ‘possn,blll.e,already at this time to state that the
principles laid down in the Dre.ft 'Covenant are essentiglly in agreement
-..m.th deeply rooted. Swedish rules of law. Commen..s on individual articles
g:wen below are merely inténded to emphagize certain points of possible :-
...disagre‘ement‘beWeen Swedish law and seid articles. It secems that these
points may. need some further . explepation.

Ar'bicle 6 of the Draft Covenant states that it shall be unlawful .
o gubject any person: to any form of medlcal or scientific. experimenyation
‘agdinst.his will. According to Swedish law persons suspected of having.
been 1ntoxica.ted while driving mctor vehicles shall undergo blood Jteszbs
rega.raJess of vhether they consent to it or nct, Also in pa,ternity cages’
the “judge ‘may order the mother to undergo blood tests regardless of her
conserit. - “The SWedish Government ‘take :Lt that legal actions of this na.'bure
would not be 1nconsistent mth the article Just quoted

According to Swedish law vagrants as well as persons neglecting.
“their du'by of maintenance imposed by 1aw may. be required to perfqm
forced labour., Swedish law also s'ba.tes that persons belonging to.said Lwo.
categories as well as alcoholics may be detained against 'bhelr Will and
confined to speciel insta.’cutions. Naturally actions of th:.s neture are
subject to’ legel control. I\Tevertheless , they me,y no'b be in full agreement
with Articles 8 and O of the Draft. Covenant. What has already been
‘remarked.about Article 7T (2) of. the Draft Declara.t.ion obviously applies. .
415050 Artisle. 14 of. the Dreft Covenant. As regards ‘the principle of.
fréedon ‘of religion as expressed in Article 16 of the Drefi: Covenant ,
1t should béobserved that accordmg to Swedish law a.ny member of ‘the .
~Swedish State church who . wishes to relmquish his membership is 1egelly
thable- ‘bo o so, unless he becomes -6 member of certain other congregamqns,
recopnized by, the Swedish.State. Tt 1s thus 1egai:|.y iiipossihle for a
Swedish eitizen o leeve the Swedish Sf!;ete Churoh for the reason of,

{Joining
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joining a religious group not recognized by the Swedish State or for that
of remaining outside of any confessional organization. A new law
liberalizing these provisions is however now being prepared.

The report of the Commission on Humen Rights contains, in addition
to the Bill, a number of suggestions relating to the implementatlon
thereof. The Svwedish Govermment hold the view that they could not .

examine these suggestions already at this time,

. -



