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ARTTCLE T
RIGHT TO LIFE

Every person has the right to life, ' This right extends to the right
to life from the moment of conception; to the gighf to life of incurables, -
iﬂbecils,an@ the insane, It includes)the right to sustena#ce and‘support |
in the case of ‘those ﬁnable to support themselves by the#r ovn efforts;
and it implies'a dutykcf;tha state‘tq eeb to it that euch support ;e
made available, |

The right to 1life may be denied by the state only on the geound of
convictlon of the gravest of crimes, to which the death penalty has
been gttached.

. ARTICLE‘II
' RIG&T T EERSONAL LIBERTY

Every person has the right to personal liberty.

‘The right to personal liverty includes the right to freedom of
movenent from one part of the territory of the state to enother, and the
right to leave the state itself It includes aleo freedcm ta establish
a residence in any part of the territory, subject only to the restrictions‘

that may be lmposed by genersl laws looking to the public order and

gecurity of the state, _ )
The right to personal liberty includes the inviolability'of the
domicil of the individual and of his personal'correspondence.

.$he state may restricf this right oniy to the extent necessaly to
protect the public health, safety, morals ant general welfare, in
accordance with subsequent provisions of this Declaration

The right of the state to call upon the services of the individual in
time of emergency or to meet the necessitles of national defense shall

not be regarded as a 1imitation upon the fundamental right to personal

liberty, but merely as a temporary restriction operating during the

existence of the national need,
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No persén shall be imprioned or held in servitude in cénsequence
el . the mere breach of céntractural obligations, |
| ARTICIE IIT
RICHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECE AND OF EXPRESSION
" Every person has the right to freedom of speech and of expression,

This right includes freédam to form and to hold opinions and to
give expression to them in private and in ﬁublic, and to publish them
in written or printed form,

The right to freedom of speech and of expression extends to the use
of whatever meens of communication are availlable: freedom to use
the postal service, the public utilities of telegraph, telephone and radlo
cammunication; freedom to use the graphic arts, the theafer, the
olnems énd other agencies for the dissemination of ideas,

. The right to freedom of speech and of expression includes freedom
of access to the sources of information, both ddmesﬁic and foreign,

The right to freedom of speech and of expvession includes the
special and highly privileged fight to freedom of the press.

The only limitations which the gtate uay impose upon this freedom
are those pregcribed by general laws locking to the protection of
the'public peace against slanderous or libellous defamation of others,
and agelinst indecent language or publications, and language or
publications directly provocative of violence among the people, )

Censorship of the press is prohibited, whether by direct or indivect
means, end all limitations imposed In the interest of public order
shall only be applied subsequently to the publication of the material.
alleged to be of the offensive character described in the law, Censprship
of the cinems may be in advance of publicatlon, taking into account
the particular form of publication and the necessity of protecting the
public against matters offensive to accepted standards of conduct, The
state may not retain a monopoly of‘radio broadcasting go as to deny

/to
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to the individual the opnortunity for the free expression of -opinion
through that instrumentality of communication
| | ARTICLE Iv
RIGHT TO FREEDQM OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP '

Every pereon has the riﬁht to freedum of rellglous belief end worship,

This ribht includee freﬂccm of rel*aioua worship in public as well
as in private, freedcm of religioue vership by groups as well as by
individuals, freedom to maintain churches &nd other pl&coe of public
worship and to assenble in them without restraint freedom of parents

g to educate children in their particular religious belief; frcedom of
religious pronaganda in spoken or written {form, B .
| The only restrictions Vthh the state mey place upon the right of
 fresdom of religious worship are thoee called for by the requirements
of public health safety and good morals, and all such restrictions
must be in accordance with general laws and administered wlthout
-’aiscrimination |

A distinction is reco.nized between strictly religioLs activities ‘end
other activities of an economic or financial character asFociated with
the maintenanoe of reliﬂious wcrship but not forming an esuential
part of 1it, Those economic or finanoial activities may be regulated by
the state in accordance with the general laws geverning such activities

. mmTIIZ Y |
RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

Every person has the right to assemble peaceably with o*hers as &
means of giving expres ion to viewc upon matters of common interest,

The state has the duty to permit the uge of public places fcr
pnnnosos of general ausembly. It has the right to be infonmed of meetings
+0 be held . in public places, to d951gnate convenient localities, and to
impose conditions upcn the ‘use of sugh places in the interest of the |
public order and safety,A Similer conditions may be Iimposed upon

/assemblies
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assemblies in public and in private buildings, But the conditions imposed
by the state upon the holding of public meetings must not be such as

to impair svbstentially the right itself to hold such meetings; and

no conditions shall be required for therésseMbly'of smallbgroups

of persons whether in public 6r in.private places, |

The right of assembly includes the right to hold public. peradss,
“subJect to the‘same restrictions‘to which essemblies are subjeét.

ARTICLE VI
RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATTON |
Every person hés the right to assoéiate with other persons for the
protection end promotion of legitimate interests, |
- The state haswghe right to adont regulatione governing the activities
of associations, provided they are.applied without discrimination
agalnet a perticular group,”and provided they do not impair substantially
the rizght of association,’
ARTICLE VIT
RIGIT T FETITION THE GOVERIMENT

Every person hes the right, whether exercised by individual action
or in conjunction with others, to petition the governﬁent'for redress
of érievances or to petition in respeét to any other mattér of pﬁblic
or private interest, | -

The publication of such petitioms shall not be made a ground for
penalizing in any way, directly or indirectly, the person or persons
meking the petition. | |

ARTICLE VIIT
RIGHT TO OWN PROPERTY
Every person has the right to oWn'propeity.'
| The state has the duty to cooperate in assisting the individual to
attein in minimum standard of’pri#ate ownership of property based
upoﬁ'the essentlal material needs of a decent 1ife, looking to the

/meintenance
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maintenance of the d.ignity of the human person and the sanctity of
home 1life, |

The state may .deteﬁihé by éeneral lews the 1iﬁnitatsions vhich imay
be placed. upon the ownership of property : looking to the main*enance
of soclal ,justice a.nd to the. promotion of the common in’cerest of the
‘“comnnity. _ | -

~ The right of private property includes the right to the free disposa.l
of property, subject, however, to limitations impoged by the state in
the interest of maintaiuing the fainily pa'brimoh;y.

The right of private property is subject to the right of the state to
expropriate property' in pursuance of public policy, Just c'oﬁp'.enaation
| being made to thé owner, ‘ | |
| | ARTICIE IX

RIGET T0 A NATIONALITY

Every person has the right to & nationality, ) ,

No state may refuse to grant its nationality to persons born upon
its soil of parents who are legifiméfely present in the cbuntry.

. No person may be d.eprived of his nationality of birth unless by his
own :t‘ree choice he acquires another nationality.

Evexry person ha.s the right to renounce the mtionaii‘c& of 'ﬁi‘s 'birth,
or a previsusly acquired nationality, upen acquiring the nationality
of another state, ‘

' ARTICLE X
RIGET TO FREEDOM OF FAMILY REI\ATIONS

Every person has the right to be free from interference in his
fa.mi]j relations,

It 1s ’che duty of the state to respect and to protect the reciprocal
rights o:f? husband. and wife in their mutual relations,

Parents have a primary right of control over their children during
minority, and they have a primsry obligation to main‘cain and suppor’c thenm,

/It
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It is the duty of the state to-assisf parents in the maintenancé of |
adequate standards of child welfare within the family circle, and to
promote as far as possible the ownership of individual homes as a
means of fostering better family relations,

The state may restrict the control of parents over their children
on1y~to the extent that ths pa}ents'themselVes are unable to perform
their duties towards their childreh.cr actually fail to:do 80, . Where
hecessary, the state must 1tself provide for their protoétion and'suppért.

ARTICLE XI
RIGHT TO BE FREE FRCM ARBITRARY ARREST 3

Every person accused of crimé shall have the richt not 5o be arrested
éxcept‘upon warrant duly lssued Iln accordance with the law, unless
the pefson ig arrested flagrante delicto, He shall have the right
to & prompt trial and to proper treatment during the time he is in
- cuséody.

ARTICLE XII*
RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

Every person accused of crime shall héve the right to a fair public
hearing of the case, to be confronted with witnesses, and to be Judged
by esteblished tribunels and according to the law in force at the time
the act wes committed, No fines shall be imposed except in accordance

with the provisipns'of general laws; and no cruél or unusual punishments.

ARTICLE XIII
RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS
Every person, national of the state, hés the right to participate in
the election of the legislaﬁivg and executive officers of the govermment
in accordance with the provis;ons of the natioﬁal constitution, . The
_practical exercise of thls right may, however, be conditioned by the
‘duty of the person to show that he is competent to understend the

principles upon which the coﬁstitution‘is based, The constitution of
/the



E/CN. 4 /2
Page 8

the‘staté.shall prévide for a govermnment of the pecple, by the people
and for the people,

This right presupposes the fight'tb form political parties,

No person shall be denied theé rl”ht to hold public offlce, or to be
appointed to any of the publlc gervices of the state of which he is a
‘natiOﬁel upon grounds of race or rellvlon or sex or any other arbitrary
' discriminatlcn, and. the admlnlstration of the public services
of the state shall, in respect-to appointments and terms and conditions
of service, be without favor or discrimination, J

ARTICLE XIV
RIGHT TO WORK

Every ﬁerson has the right to work as & meanéyof supporting himself
and of contributihg to the support of his‘family.

This right includes the right to choose freeiyra vocation, in so far
as the opportunities of work available’make this possible, aé well
as ﬁhe right to transfer from one_?mplbyment to another and to move
from one placé of eﬁployment to another, Associated'ﬁith the right
ta work is the fight to form labor and'professional unions. ‘

Every person has the duty to work as a contribution to the general
welfare of the state, _

The state has the duty to assist-the individusl in the exercise of his
right‘to WQrk,when his own efforts are not adequate'to~$ecure employmenﬁ;
1t must meke every effort to promote étability of employment and to
insure proper conditions of labor; and it ﬁust fix minimum standards of
Just comﬁensatidn.

‘The stafe has the right;:in time of emergency, to call upon the
services of fhe individual,in cages Whefe'such services are neceésary to
meet an urgént pubiic need,

JARTICIE XV .
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S eI |
RIGHI TO SHARE INIBENEFITS OF SCIENCE

Every perscn has the right to chare in the benefits accruing from
the discoveries and inventions of sclence, under conditions which\permiﬁ
‘& fair return to the industry and ekill of those responsible for the
discovery or iﬁvention. - o |

The state has the dﬁty to encourage the develépment of the arts
and sclences, but it must see to 1t that the laws for the protection of
trademarks, pafents and copyrights are not uged for the establlshment of
monopolies which_miéht prevent all persons fron sharing in the |
benefits of séience. It is the duty of the state to protect the citizen
egainat the‘use of scientific dlscoveries 1in e manner to create fear and
unrest emong the people. |

ARTICLE XVI
RIGET TO SOCTAL SECURITY

Eve?y person has the fight to éocial‘sequrity, )

The state has the duty to assist all persons to_aftéin gocial security.
To this end the state must promote measures of public heélth‘and
safety_and must establish pystems of éocial inéurance end agencies of
social cooperation in accordance with which all persons mey be assured
an adequate standard of living and mey be protected against the
contingencies of unemployment, accident, disability and ill-health and
the eventuallty of olq age, ,

Every person has the duty to cooperate with the state according to ‘
hlg pewers in‘tho maintenance Qnd\administration of the measuxres
takén to promote his owm sociai security.

ARTICLE XVII
‘RIGHT TO EDUCﬂTION»

Every person has the right to education,

The right of children to education is‘paramount;

The state has the duty to assist the individual in the exercise of

~ [the right
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the right to education in accordance With the resources of tuhe state,
;The opnortunitiea of education must be open to all upon equal terms
in accordance with their natural capacities and their desires to take o
adv&ntare of the facilitlee available
The tate has the righh to fix @eneral standards to which educational
institutions must ccnform, providod that these standurds are in
acccrd With other fundamentel rights and are the same fcr public and
for private schoolc
The right to education involvcq the right to teach, sdbject to the
rectrictions which accomoeny the ri"ht to education
| CLE XVIII |
RIGHT TO E”UALIIY BEFCRE THE LAW
All persons shell be egual before thevlaw in reepect to the enjoyment'
of'their fundemental rights, ‘Ihere ecaii ce no privileged classes
of any kind whatsoever, .' o |
It is the duty of the atate to respect the fundamental riﬂhts of all
peruons withln its Juriediction and to protect them in the enjoyment
of thelr rights against in+er?erence by other persons

In all proceedings in rclation to fundamental rights the stgte mugt

f . t v

act in accordance with due prOCCSB of law and must assﬁre to every
person the equal protection of tbe law | ‘( | ‘

£11 restrictions tmposed upon furdamental rights muot be such
only as are required by the maintengnce of public order ond they
must be gencral in character and applicable to all persons within the
same class, | | | | | |

TICLE xzx‘ | |
RIGHTS AND DUTTES cmm

Rights and dutien are correlative, and the dut to respect the rights

of others operates &t all times as’ @ restriction upon the arbitrprg

/cxorclue
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exexrcise of rights,
ARTICIE XX

INCORPORATION OF DECLARATION INTO
MUNICIPAL LAW

The provisiong of this Declaration shall be a part of the law of
each individuel state, to be respected and enforced by the administratlve
and Jndicisl suthorities in the same menner as all other laws of the
state, |

The provisions of this Declaration shall not be abrogated or modified
except in accordance with the texms of an inter-Americen agreement or an
agroement of the United Netions binding upon the Americen States, '

ARTICIE XXI
PROCEDURE IN CASES INVCLVING ALITNS

In the case of aliens alleging violation of the foregoing fundemental

rights by the state in which they are resident, the complaint

e

shall be decided first by the courts of the state itself; and in cases
in which a denial of justice is alleged by the state of which the allen 1s
8 natiomal, the case, falling diplomatic settlement, shall be submitted

to an International Court, the statute of which shall be included a8

an integral part of the instrument in which the present Declaration is

to be adopted,

' Rio de Jeneiro, December 31, 1945
S) "Francisco Campos

Sg F, Nieto del Rio

S) Charleg G, Fenwick
S) A, Comez Robledo
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