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1. Last year the United Nations Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts voted

to delete a line dealing with anti-Semtismfromthe report of

M. Maurice d él é- Ahanhanzo, Special Rapporteur on racism xenophobia and
related intolerance. In a witten subm ssion to the Conm ssion, a body of
human rights NGOs have formally objected to this censorship of an independent
expert.

2. The Commi ssion acted at the tinme because the representatives of sone
States asserted that the deleted line, which referred to the m suse of the
Qur'an to pronote racial or religious hatred, was an affront to Islam The

| ogic of this assertion and of the subsequent vote appears to be that if
anyone abuses a holy source to pronpte bigotry agai nst a segnment of the

popul ation with different religious beliefs, it is not the perpetrator who is
at fault but rather the person who points out what is happening. W find this
a nost peculiar and dangerous approach to the pronotion and protection of
human rights.

3. The Coordi nati ng Board of Jewi sh Organizations would like to subnit
that it is not the deleted line which is an affront to Islam but rather the
activity which it described, an activity that is alien to the spirit of

tol erance associated with the world's major religions and especially, during
the “Gol den Age”, with Islam Furthernore, it considers that the del etion of
the line cannot erase the fact that I|slamc sources have i ndeed been m sused.
The evidence conmes fromthe sanme source that was quoted by the Specia
Rapporteur - the report on anti-Senmitismin 1996 prepared by Tel Aviv

Uni versity.

4, According to this university study, pronpting hatred of Jews is used by
those in the Islamc world who reject the peace process and are anxious to
foster opposition to the normalization of relations with Israel. For exanple,

according to one Islamc fundanentalist, Jews are depicted in the Qur'an as
“rancorous, aggressive and dishonest” (al-Sha'b, 11 June 1996). They “do not
respect agreenents and cannot be trusted because they betrayed the Prophet”
(al -wafd, 11 Cctober 1996).

5. Anot her author, in a series of articles which appeared in the weekly

al -Liwa between March and Septenber 1996, dealt with Qur'anic verses on the
Jews and with Jewi sh themes fromthe tinme of the Prophet until the present.
According to the university study, “Jews were depicted throughout the series
as despicabl e, cowards when weak and oppressors when powerful. They

di ssem nated myths and fallacies anong the Arabs and therefore were to be

hat ed and found distasteful, and should be destroyed by God's will.” This was
foll omed by actual incitenment to genocide: “The Muslimummua should be aware
of the Jewi sh danger since it was her divine duty to rid the world of this
danger.”

6. Clearly, in the limted space available all of the exanmples fromthe

uni versity study cannot be quoted, but the Coordinating Board of Jew sh

Organi zations believes that it has provided the nmenbers of the Comm ssion with
a representative sanpling which proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that the
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problemreferred to in the report of the Special Rapporteur is, in fact, real
and poses a serious challenge to human rights advocates, to the human rights
of fices and nmechani sns of the United Nations, and to the Conm ssion itself.
Deleting reference to it only dimnishes the credibility of the Comm ssion.
It will not nmake the problem go away. The Special Rapporteur has correctly
pointed to the problem It is up to the Conmm ssion to take appropriate
action.



