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Nota verbal de fecha 3 de dicienbre de 1996 dirigida al Alto
Comi si onado de | as Naci ones Unidas para | os Derechos Humanos/
Centro de Derechos Humanos, por |a Del egaci 6n Permanent e de
la Liga de | os Estados Arabes ante la (ficina de

| as Naci ones Unidas en G nebra

La Del egaci 6n Permanente de | a Liga de | os Estados Arabes ante |la Oficina
de | as Naciones Unidas en G nebra saluda atentanente al Alto Coni sionado de
| as Naci ones Uni das para | os Derechos Humanos/ Centro de Derechos Hunanos, y
tiene el honor de transmtirle adjunto el infornme nmensual sobre |as practicas
israelies en los territorios pal estinos y arabes ocupados, correspondi ente al
nmes de octubre de 1996.

La Del egaci 6n Permanente de | a Liga de | os Estados Arabes desea expresar
su viva inquietud por |a agravaci 6n de |a situaci 6n de |a poblaci én civil
arabe en los territorios ocupados por Israel, que se detalla en el inforne
adjunto, y ruega al Alto Com sionado de | as Naci ones Unidas para | os Derechos
Humanos/ Centro de Derechos Humanos, que considere este informe cono document o
oficial de la Com si 6n de Derechos Humanos y | o haga distribuir entre |os
m enbros de la Com si6n en su 53° periodo de sesiones.
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Anexo
[Oiginal: &rabe]
Mnthly report on the | atest devel opnents on the gquestion
of Palestine and on the activities of the Departnent of
Pal estinian Affairs during the nmonth of Cctober 1996
1. Israeli neasures in the Wst Bank

The Gaza Centre for R ghts and Law confirmed that the Israeli authorities
had seal ed off the areas under the control of the National Authority on 14
occasions for a total period of 108 days during the present year. During the
current nonth, the Israeli authorities continued their policy of inposing a
mlitary cordon, thereby inflicting further | osses and suffering on the
Pal estinians in all economc, health, agricultural and educational fields, in
addition to the mlitary roadbl ocks whi ch have been established everywhere
and whi ch are inpeding the freedomof novenent of Pal estinian citizens and
preventing themfromengaging in their daily activities in a normal nanner.

During the current nonth, the Israeli authorities also continued their
policy of confiscating further areas of Arab-owned | and, which were subjected
to repeated encroachments by the Israeli arny or settlers with a viewto the
construction of bypass roads designed to link the settlenments and fragment
t he geographi cal unity of the Arab areas.

Wth regard to the confiscation of |and, on 16 Cctober 1996 settlers from
the settlenment of Yitzhar seized control of 40 dununs of |and belonging to
the village of Hawara and, on 17 Cctober 1996, settlers protected by the
Israeli arny seized 500 dununs of |and at Hebron and in the district of
Bet hl ehem Israeli plans were also nmade to confiscate further areas of
Pal esti ni an | and.

Land bel onging to the towns and villages of Salfit, Tubas, Tammn, |dna,
Qalgilya, Qusin and Deir Istiya, among others, were subjected to
encroachnents by settlers and Israeli bull dozers which destroyed crops and
prevented farmers fromreaching their |ands.

On 28 Cctober 1996, the Financial Committee of the Israeli Knesset
announced that it had approved an additional allocation of $4.6 mllion to
nmeet the cost of the construction of new bypass roads in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. The principal roads that were constructed or w dened during the
current nonth included the foll ow ng:

(a) On 16 Cctober 1996, Israeli bull dozers began to wi den the bypass
road to the settlenent of Alfei Menasheh to the south of the town of

Qal qi | ya;

(b) On 14 Cctober 1996, the Israeli authorities began the construction
of amlitary road at one of the villages in the district of Bethl ehem
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According to inforned sources, since the signing of the Gslo agreenent in
Sept enber 1993, Israel has confiscated 290,000 dununs of Pal estinian |and,
uprooted 32,000 fruit-bearing trees and constructed about 400 km of bypass
roads for Jew sh settlers.

Fol | owi ng the deci sion by Binyam n Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Mnister
tolift the restrictions that had been i nposed on the occupati on of
prefabricated housing units, the current nonth witnessed a | arge-scale
settl ement canpai gn which, far frombeing confined to the settlenment of Jews
in those enpty units, led to the establishnment of new settlenents.

On 23 Cctober 1996, the Financial Affairs Conmttee of the Israel
Knesset decided to allocate funds for the occupation of 2,400 housing units
in the Wst Bank settlenents. It transpired that 1,700 of those housing
units had actually been occupied illegally since Netanyahu's victory in the
el ections held | ast May.

On 29 Cctober 1996, Israeli sources reveal ed the exi stence of a plan to
establish a new settlement bl oc, conprising 8, 000 housing units, on land in
the West Bank for the establishment of which Othodox Jewi sh groups had been
given the green light by Prine Mnister Netanyahu. The aimof this project
is to establish a new settlenment known as Mudi'in Elit which would forma
settlement bloc with the settlenments of Wsamh, Mtityahu and Kiryat Sefer.

On 28 Cctober 1996, the Israeli Governnment decided to sell 3,500 enpty
housi ng units in a nunber of settlenents and a start was nmade on | and
surveying and prelimnary work for the expansi on of several other settlenents
in the Wst Bank with a view to the construction of about 800 new housi ng
units in the Qush Etzion settlenent area.

Wth regard to Israeli encroachrments on holy places in general, and
Jerusalemin particular, the Israeli authorities reopened the door of the
tunnel passing under the western wall of the A -Agsa Msque, thereby giving
rise to wdespread i ndignation anong the residents of Jerusal emand the
Pal esti ni an masses.

According to Israeli sources, the Mnister for Internal Security was
currently formulating a plan to doubl e the nunber of the Israeli security
forces in Jerusalemin order to inprove the level of security there and
control the Holy Gty which will formthe subject of political negotiations
in comng years.

It was al so revealed that the Israeli Governnent had a new plan to seize
Arab | and and houses in the heart of the city. The driving force behind this
plan was Ariel Sharon, the Mnister for Infrastructure, who had instructed
the Israel Lands Administration to expropriate Arab-owned houses and | and on
the pretext of building a | arge museum and expanding a site on which a
nmonunent to Israeli soldiers had been erected.

The Israeli authorities have al so begun the construction of a 600 mlong
overhead wal kway in the precincts of Rachel's Tonb for the benefit of the
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Othodox Jews who visit that place. A start has been nmade on the erection of
three prefabricated houses covering an area of 150 m 2with a view to expandi ng
the site and accommodati ng the | argest possible nunber of settlers. The

purpose of this measure is to seize the site, particularly since Israeli

troops have been positioned inside the Islamc cenetery adj oi ni ng

Rachel *'s Tonb, thereby encroaching on Islamc waqgf (religious endowrent)

property.

In addition to the young man Ra'id Mihamrad who died as a result of the
wounds that he suffered during the events of 29 Septenber 1996, the current
nmonth al so witnessed the martyrdomof three other persons (two residents of
Sinjil in the district of Ranallah, narmely Fathi Ali al-Sahouri and Abdul | ah
Abdul Ra' ouf Karakireh, who were killed when settlers opened fire on them
and the 1l1l-year-old HIm Shusheh who died after being struck on the head by
an Israeli soldier).

2. Pal esti ni an-Jordani an _rel ati ons

On 15 Cctober 1996, HM King Hussein paid an official visit to the town
of Jericho, which was the first such visit by an Arab | eader to the | and of
Pal estine. Hs Majesty held a neeting with the Pal estinian President
Yasser Arafat and a nunber of senior Palestinian officials during which he
enphasi zed his support for the peace process and, in particular, for the
Pal estinian-1sraeli negotiations. He stressed the need to pursue those
negoti ati ons and to overcone all the obstacl es inpeding them

During the neeting, HM King Hussein enphasized that the Pal estinian
peopl e woul d receive full support fromJordan, with all its resources and
potential, with a viewto the fulfilment of their hopes and aspirations
concerning their legitimate rights and Jordan would continue to play its role
by maki ng every possi bl e endeavour to save the peace process in order to
achi eve a just and conprehensi ve peace in the region.

The neeting was attended, on the Jordanian side, by Prime Mnister
Abdul Karim al -Kabariti and M. Awn al - Khasawneh, Chief of the Royal
Hashemte Court, and, on the Pal estinian side, by M. Mhnoud Abbas,
Secretary of the Executive Committee, M. A -Tayyib Abdul Rahim
Secretary-CGeneral of the Presidium and M. Saeb Ereikat, Mnister for Local
Cover nnent .

H M King Hussein instructed the conpetent health authorities in the
Hashem te Ki ngdom of Jordan to provide all the requisite facilities for the
treatment and conval escence of the persons who were wounded or injured during
the valiant Al -Agsa uprising and who had gone to Amman to receive the
necessary treatment as a generous gesture on Hs Myjesty's part.

In the wake of the sanguinary events that took place in the Pal estinian
National Authority areas after the Israeli authorities opened the tunnel in
the precincts of the A -Agsa Mdsque, nine serious cases were brought to Anman
for treatment at the hospital attached to the Arab Cardiology Centre and the
new Jordan Hospital in view of the severe injuries that they had suffered,
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mainly in the upper parts of their bodies. Hs Mjesty's noble gesture in
treating those difficult cases at the Kingdoms hospitals confirmed the
Jordani an- Pal estinian solidarity, as well as the links of affection and
friendship that unite the two fraternal peoples, and highlighted the nmanner
in which Jordan is supporting and assisting the Pal estinian people and their
National Authority.

Oh 24 Cctober 1996, Dr. Nabil Sha' ath arrived in the Jordani an
capital where he was received by M. Abdul Karimal-Kabariti, the
Jordanian Prine Mnister, to whomhe transnmitted a verbal nessage from
Presi dent Yasser Arafat concerning the latest political devel opnents in the
region and the outcone of the talks with the Israeli side. The two parties
di scussed bilateral questions and the progress of the negotiations.

On 26 Cctober 1996, M. Al -Tayyib Abdul Rahim Secretary-General of the
Presi diumof the Pal estinian National Authority, received M. Zyad
al-Majali, Jordanian representative to the Pal estinian National Authority,
and acquainted himwith the latest political developnents in the light of the
current negotiations with the Israeli side. They al so discussed ways to
pronot e cl oser cooperation between Jordan and Pal esti ne.

Oh 27 Cctober 1996, at Amman, the Jordanian Prime Mnister net M. Faisal
al - Husseini, the PLO official responsible for the Jerusalemfile, and the two
parties discussed the inportance of concerted endeavours and a united stand
in order to save the peace process fromthe dangers with which it was
t hr eat ened.

The civil aviation authorities of Jordan and Pal estine agreed to hol d
training courses for senior Palestinian staff so that they could operate the
Pal estinian airlines and Gaza airport. A conplete training programe was
prepared for those staff.

3. Pal estinian-1sraeli relations and activities of the Pal estinian Nationa

Authority

(a) Palestinian-Israeli relations

In the wake of the acute crisis that overshadowed Pal estini an-1 srael
relations after the Israeli authorities opened a tunnel in the precincts of
the Al -Agsa Mbsque, thereby giving rise to sanguinary confrontations, the
regi on witnessed noteworthy Israeli-Palestinian activities and nmeetings in
which attenpts were nade to reconcile the two sides and achi eve a nutua
understanding with a viewto the inplenmentation of the agreenents that had
been concl uded but the inplenentation of which had been del ayed due to the
change of governnment in |srael

After the confrontations, the Arerican President Bill dinton invited the
Israelis and Pal estinians to hold a joint neeting in Washi ngton.
Accordingly, at the beginning of the current nonth, a quadripartite sunmt
nmeeting was held and attended by the American President, Pal estinian
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President Yasser Arafat, Israeli Prime Mnister Binyam n Netanyahu and
H s Myjesty King Hussein.

During this quadripartite summit, which |lasted for several days, closed
nmeeti ngs were held between the Israeli and Pal estinian sides which di scussed
ways to ensure the advancenent of the peace process and the inplenmentation of
all the agreenments. It was agreed that the Joint Steering Conmmttee woul d
resunme its neetings in order to devise ways and means to put the agreements
into effect.

Accordingly, on 6 Qctober 1996, the H gher Steering Conmittee held its
first meeting, at which the Palestinian and Israeli del egations were headed,
respectively, by Saeb Erei kat and Dan Shonron, to discuss the redepl oynent of
the Israeli forces at Hebron, as well as the other agreenents that had not
yet been inplenented, such as those concerning the security corridor between
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the release of the detainees held in
Israeli prisons and the operation of the Palestinian airport in the Gaza
Strip.

After 22 days of negotiations in various nain and subsidiary committees
at Jerusalem Tel Aviv, Taba and near the Beit Hanun crossing point, by the
end of the current nonth the two sides had failed to devise ways to put the
agreenents into effect and no significant progress had been nade. This was
due to Israel's obstinate insistence on review ng and anendi ng the agreenents
that had al ready been concluded on the pretext that they did not neet
Israel's security requirenents. The Palestinian side, on the other hand,
insisted that the agreenents shoul d be inplenented as they stood.

On 15 Cctober 1996, a meeting was held at President Yasser Arafat's guest
pal ace at Beit Hanun between officials of the Palestinian Mnistry of
Agriculture and the Adviser to the Israeli Mnistry of Agriculture. The
Pal estinian side confirned its rejection of the proposed “Sufa” corridor
unl ess the Israeli side agreed to the Pal estinian conditions.

On 16 Cctober 1996, the Pal estinian del egati on consisting of nmenbers of
the Legislative Council visited the Israeli Knesset in response to an
invitation fromthe political party known as the United Arab List. The
Pal estinian and Israeli parlianentarians enphasi zed the inportance of
di al ogue between the two peopl es and the achi evenent of a just and
conpr ehensi ve peace

On 17 Cctober 1996, Avi Gsher, a menber of the Israeli Knesset fromthe
Labour Party, visited the town of Tul karmwhere he net the governor of the
town and the chief Palestinian mlitary liaison officer at the local |iaison
of fice.

On 20 Cctober 1996, the Pal estinian and Israeli sides held a neeting at
the joint mlitary liaison office in the town of alqgilya where they
di scussed the erection by the Israeli authorities of a 1.5 kmsecurity fence
to the north of the road |leading to the settlenment of Al fei Menasheh, since
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the Pal estinian side objected to the erection of that fence which encroached
on Arab-owned | and.

The Israeli authorities postponed the negotiations concerning the
operation of Gaza International Airport which had been schedul ed to take
pl ace on 21 Qctober 1996, thereby provoking indignation anong the
Pal esti ni ans who accused Israel of procrastinating and attenpting to obstruct
the signature of the protocol concerning the operation of the airport.

On 22 Cctober 1996, in the town of Bethl ehem Pal estinian President
Yasser Arafat received Israeli menbers of the Knesset, including nenbers of
the Israeli opposition such as Salih Tarif fromthe Labour Party and
Salih Selimfromthe Denocratic Front for Peace and Equality.

On 29 Cctober 1996, Palestinian and Israeli officials held a neeting at
the mlitary liaison office in the “Martyrs' Triangle” at Jenin. The two
sides agreed to station joint patrols at the southern entrance to the town of
Jenin as a first step towards the resunption of nobile patrols in the near
future.

(b) Activities of the Palestinian National Authority

On 17 Cctober 1996, Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat inaugurated the
bui I ding of the Mnistry of Posts and Tel econmuni cati ons and put into
operation the new switchboards providing 100,000 tel ephone lines for the
Gaza Strip in order to expand and devel op the existing network through the
use of nodern technol ogy.

O 6 Cctober 1996, the Pal estinian | eadership held a neeting which was
attended by nmenbers of the Executive Committee of the Pal estine Liberation
O gani zation as well as nmenbers of the Council of Mnisters of the
Pal estinian National Authority and senior menbers of the Legislative Council
and the National Council. The participants stressed the need to demand the
redepl oynent at Hebron and the cessation of Israeli breaches of the
Csl 0 agreenents.

The Pal estinian Gvil Aviation Authority took part in the neetings of the
Council of Arab Mnisters of Transport and Commruni cations, which was held on
23 Cctober 1996 at the headquarters of the secretariat of the League of Arab
States at Cairo.

On 28 Cctober 1996, it was announced that, by decision of Palestinian
Presi dent Yasser Arafat, the Board of Directors of Palestinian Airlines, to
be based at Gaza, had been formed and Air Commodore Fayez Zei dan had been
appoi nted General Manager of the Conpany, which would be capitalized at
$50 mllion.

4, Activities of the Departnent of Palestinian Affairs

The val ue of the projects inplemented by the Departnent of Pal estinian
Affairs at the refugee canps in the Hashem te Ki ngdom of Jordan during the
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current year anmounted to 914,066 dinars at 13 canps within the framework of
t he annual support that the Departrment provides in collaboration with the
commttees for the enhancenment of services at the canps in order to inprove
the living conditions of the refugees and di spl aced persons and upgrade the
infrastructure in those canps

The projects included nmai ntenance of main roads, entrances and interna
t hor oughf ares, the construction of devel opment conpl exes, sewage projects and
lighting projects for the nain and subsidiary streets in all the canps.

Wth effect from15 Cctober 1996, the Departrment of Pal estinian Affairs
ceased the distribution of ration cards and coupons for 1996 to displ aced
persons who had not received their entitlements so that it could nmake the
necessary arrangenents to forrmulate a plan of action for the distribution of
coupons for the com ng year

It should be noted that, during the current year, the Departnent of
Pal estinian Affairs supervised the issue of 23,350 cards for
139, 194 di spl aced persons. The nunber of cards actually issued and received
by the persons entitled thereto in accordance with the rel evant regul ati ons
and instructions anounted to 21,870, on which the nanes of 131, 933 persons
were entered. Every person received 24 kg of sugar and a simlar anount of
rice during the year. The cost of the distributed itens anmounted to about
1.5 mllion dinars.

Oh 20 Cctober 1996, M. Mihammad Said al -Tarzi, the governor of the Bal ga
regi on, inaugurated the new buil ding of the Baga'a canp services committee in
the presence of M. Ibrahimal-Tarshihi, Drector General of the Departnent
of Palestinian Affairs. The building, covering an area of about 500 m 2 cost
122,000 dinars. The conmttee's headquarters were inaugurated within the
context of the celebrations on the occasion of the opening of the canp
services conmmittee' s devel opnent conpl ex consisting of three storeys and
covering a total area of 1,200 m 2 and contai ni ng war ehouses, comrercial and
adm nistrative offices, nmedical clinics and a general assenbly hall

In response to a nenorandumreceived fromH E. M. Mihamad Daoudi yeh,
Mnister for Youth, Prine Mnister Abdul Karimal-Kabariti requested the
M nister of Finance to earnark an anount of 100,000 dinars from
the 1997 budget of the Department of Pal estinian Affairs to subsidize
the 13 canp clubs and construct permanent prem ses for themso that they
coul d serve their nmenbers and their communities in an appropri ate nmanner.

5. Israeli_activities

(a) |Israeli-Jordanian relations

The recent Israeli nmeasure in the city of Jerusalem consisting in the
opening of a tunnel in the inmediate vicinity of the A -Agsa Msque,
seriously affected Israeli-Arab relations in general and Jordani an-1Israel
relations in particular.
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During the current nonth, Jordani an-lsraeli relations experienced what
was described as their nost severe crisis since the two countries signed the
peace agreenent. |Israel's recent neasures and repeated procrastinati on gave
rise to wdespread reactions inside Jordan and pronpted Hs Mjesty
King Hussein to express his feelings of indignation and anger towards the
Israeli side. He criticized the Israeli CGovernnent in strong ternms and urged
it to honour its commitnents by putting the agreements fully into effect. He
said that Jordan was firnly opposed to any revi ew or renegotiation of any of
the agreenents signed between Israel and any other Arab party.

At the sane tine, Hs Mjesty re-enphasi zed that the Covernnent and
peopl e of Jordan were totally opposed to Israel's opening of the tunnel and
described that Israeli measure as an act prejudicial to the principles on
whi ch the Gsl o agreenents were based.

In the sane context, M. Abdul Karimal-Kabariti, the Jordani an
Prinme Mnister, summoned the |sraeli anbassador to Jordan and handed hima
strongly worded note of protest concerning Israel's opening of the tunnel in
Jerusal em

In keeping with Jordan's desire to ensure the continuation of the peace
process and to secure the legitinate rights of the Jordanian and Pal estini an
peopl es, Hs Mjesty King Hussein participated in the quadripartite sunmt
nmeeting held in the United States of America and attended by dinton, Arafat
and Netanyahu for the purpose of discussing ways and neans to further the
peace process, overcone the recent disputes that had arisen and return to the
negoti ating table to conplete the inplenentation of the agreenents.

During their discussions at Aman on 21 Cctober 1996, the Jordani an and
Israeli sides agreed to permt the Jordanian airline “Royal Wngs” to operate
two additional flights each week from Anman to Haifa, thereby increasing the
nunber of flights fromAman to Israel to seven per week.

On 20 Cctober 1996, the joint Jordani an-l1sraeli commttee nonitoring the
i npl enentation of the transport agreement held a meeting at Amman to di scuss
guestions concerning Qustons, transit by trucks and buses, transit fees and
i nsur ance.

On 30 Cctober 1996, Jordani an-1sraeli discussions were held at Eilat
within the framework of the joint Elat-Agaba conmttee supervising the
i npl enentation of the Eilat-Agaba agreenent concl uded between the two
countries as part of the Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty. The Israel
del egation to the neeting was headed by M. Shinmon Shamr, |srael
anbassador at Amman, while the Jordani an del egati on was headed by
M. Fayez al -Khasawi neh. The discussions focused on the easiest ways to
enabl e persons fromboth countries to travel between Agaba and E | at.

(b) |Israeli-Arab relations

The current nmonth witnessed a setback in Israeli-Qatari relations, since
the Qatari Mnister for Foreign Affairs announced that his country had
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deci ded to suspend the nornalization of relations with Israel. The Qatari
Governnent inforned Israel that it held the latter and its Prine Mnister
responsible for this situation and was deeply concerned at Israel's

denunci ation of the menmorandum of understandi ng under which Catar was
accorded preference in regard to the export of natural gas to Israel. The
Qatari Government expressed its fear that relations between the two States
woul d deteriorate, particularly since the devel opnent of the joint gas

proj ect was regarded as the principal basis for econom c cooperati on between
the two States.

Israeli sources said that, in the light of the recent devel opnents,
the State of Qatar had decided to suspend the negotiations concerning the
establ i shnent of an Israeli enbassy on its territory.

The Israeli head of State, Ezer Wiznan, held a series of discussions
with Egyptian President Hosni Mibarak during his visit to Cairo on
14 Qctober 1996. The two parties enphasized their countries' desire to
conti nue the peace process and said that they would do their utnost to
achi eve peace between Israel and all the Arab parties.

On 16 Cctober 1996, at Jerusalem the Israeli Prine Mnister,
Bi nyam n Netanyahu, net the representatives of the Arab States that had
established relations with Israel. The neeting, which was attended by the
anbassadors of Egypt and Jordan and the representatives of the Sultanate of
Qran, Tunisia and Mauritania, reviewed the respective viewpoints and stressed
the need for the continuation of negotiations with the Pal estinian side with
aviewto the inplenentati on of the agreenents.

On 25 Cctober 1996, at Tel Aviv, Shinon Peres, |eader of the opposition
Labour Party, met Muhammad Basyouni, Egyptian anmbassador to Israel, and
preparations were made for Peres' visit to Egypt, which took place on
27 Cctober 1996 and during which Shinmon Peres met Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak at Sharm el - Shei kh where the two parties di scussed the | atest
devel opnents in the peace process.

Israeli sources in the Departnment of Foreign Trade at the Mnistry of
Trade and | ndustry announced that representatives of the Mnistries of
Foreign Affairs and Trade had deci ded, during a meeting held on
24 Cctober 1996, to renmove Qran and Catar fromthe list of States wi th which
trade was prohibited as a first step towards the granting of permssion for
Qatari and Qrani exports to enter Israel.

On 29 Cctober 1996, the H gher Appointnents Conmmttee at the Israeli
M nistry of Foreign Affairs decided to appoint Zvi Mazael as Israel's
anbassador to Cairo where he woul d repl ace Anbassador David Sultan who had
been appoi nted anbassador to Canada.

(c) The internal situation in Israel

On 7 Cctober 1996, the Israeli Knesset decided to lift the parlianentary
i mmunity of Ehud A nert, the mayor and parlianentary representative of
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Jerusalem so that his suspected use of falsified invoices for the benefit of
the Likud bloc in 1988 coul d be investi gat ed.

On 16 Cctober 1996, Knesset nenber Ephrai m Snei announced his decision to
stand for election as the Labour Party's candi date for the post of
Prime Mnister.

On 17 Cctober 1996, senior Israeli authorities decided to appoint
Moshe Katsav, the Mnister for Tourism as Mnister for Arab Affairs, a post
that had been abolished in the tinme of the previous Labour Governnent.

Oh 27 Cctober 1996, the official spokesman for the Israeli Mnistry of
Internal Security confirmed that an office of the Amrerican Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation (FBlI) had been opened in Israel near the United States Enbassy
at Tel Aviv.

On 28 Cctober 1996, the Knesset Parlianmentary Commttee decided to lift
the parlianmentary i mmunity of Raphael Pinchasi (Shas) so that he coul d be put
on trial on the charge of making fal se statenents and obt ai ni ng things by
fraud and deceit.

6. Activities of UNRWA

M. Peter Hansen, the Comm ssioner-Ceneral of the United Nations Relief
and Wrks Agency (UNRW), confirmed that General Assenbly resol ution 194,
concerning the refugees' right to return or receive conpensation, stil
applied but the question as to whether it would be inpl enmented depended on
the outcome of the negotiations between the parties concerned.

M. Hansen expressed optimsmthat the Agency woul d receive adequate
financial assistance to avoid the need to reduce the standard of the services
that it was rendering to the refugees. This optimsmwas attributable to
the fact that sone States and ot her donors intended to increase their
contributions for the comng year and, in particular, a three-year agreenent
woul d soon be signed with the European Union under the terns of which the
latter would continue to increase the anmount of its assistance in proportion
to the rate of popul ation growth anmong the refugees

M. Orar Chabayin, UNRMA's Director of Education at Amran, commrended the
manner in which the Jordanian Mnistry of Education had been cooperating on
all educational matters, academ c curricula and joint study projects.

M. Chabayin said that the Agency was committed to providing basic
education for the refugee children at the canps and wherever they m ght be
living. He indicated that the nunber of male and feral e students enrolled at
the UNRWA school s during the present academ ¢ year amobunted to 148, 000,

di stributed anmong 198 school s enploying a staff of 4,015 nmale and femal e
teachers. He pointed out that, during the present year, 75 students who had
graduated at the general secondary |evel had been adnitted to the Agency's
teacher training college at Amman where 900 students were currently studying.
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The Agency had suspended the emergency programre to provi de enpl oyment
opportunities for Palestinian refugees in the Gaza Strip follow ng the
exhaustion of the $5 mllion appropriated for that programme, during the |ast
six nonths of which the Agency had been able to provide 2,742 short-term
j obs.

On 28 Cctober 1996, the UNRM Director in the Gaza Strip and an official
fromthe Netherlands | egation at Ramal | ah si gned an agreenent under the terns
of which the Netherlands woul d be providing UNRWA with assistance to renovate
229 houses and add extra roons to 61 other houses for refugees in the
Gaza Strip.



