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We, the participants in the seminar on integrated policies for internally
displaced persons in Colombia, being representatives of international,
governmental, State and non-governmental organizations and church
organizations, DECLARE THAT

- The seminar was the result of a process of harmonization among the
various NGOs working with displaced persons and governmental and State
bodies responsible for dealing with this problem;

- All the participants from State bodies and social organizations should
seek to make further progress in strengthening the atmosphere of mutual
trust and in producing the instruments needed for the elaboration of an
integrated policy to tackle the problem of displaced persons;

- _The State bodies having direct responsibility for policy-making should
discharge with determination and resolution the tasks which are theirs by
virtue of their functions. Similarly, we call upon regional and national
NGOs to initiate or strengthen the coordination procedures without which
it will be impossible to produce coherent responses to the problem;

- It is urgently necessary to tackle with determination and resolution the
causes of internal displacement in order to :cope with the repercussions
of the problem.

CONSIDERING THAT

- Internal displacement demonstrates the grave crisis of human rights in
Colombia and that it has the following direct causes:

The various manifestations of political violence in the country
which produce the phenomenon of displacement;

The magnitude of the violations of fundamental human rights and the
degree of impunity associated with these violations;

The exacerbation of the intermal armed conflict due above all to-
the counter-insurgency strategies and the activities of
paramilitary groups;

The violations of the rules governing armed conflicts and the rules
of international humanitarian law by the parties to the conflict,
violations which have had a profound impact on the civilian
population not involved in the conflict;

Drug-trafficking and the plans for expleoitation of natural
resources and for agrarian counter-reform;

The fact that the regions from which most people are expelled are
precisely the country’'s most important agricultural regions.
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Other factors affecting expulsion include:

The concentration of land ownership and the under-utilization of

land which restrict job opportunities and lead to the concentration
of income;

Agricultural modernization and its technological impact on poor
rural dwellers which accelerate the break-up of their communities;

Acceleration of the process of fragmentation of the peasant economy
and its adverse effects on the family.

WE ADOPT THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

1. The background to the soclution of the problem of displaced persons is the
search for peace and social justice. This must envisage the introduction of
regional and national arrangements and machinery to facilitate a negotiated
end to the conflicts.

2. The adoption and application of the-rules of international humanitarian
law and of Additional Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions.

3. The elimination of impunity, the main cause of the violation of human
rights and of displacement.

4. Respect for and recognition of the legitimacy of, and guarantees for the
activities of NGOs concerned with displaced persons and human rights; legal
recognition of displaced persons and of their organized groups.

5. Acknowledgement in local, regional and national development plans of the
reality of the political violence in Colombian society and, accordingly,
elaboration of an integrated strategy (legal, socio-economic, psycho-social
and cultural) for displaced perscns.

6. Introduction of a redistributive agrarian reform which will facilitate
the return of displaced persons and prevent the development of any violence
that may cause further instances of displacement.
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