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Costa Rica: draft resolution

The Commission on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind its resolution 1983/49 of 10 March 1983 as well as
resolution 1983/36 of & September 1983 of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Mincrities,

Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and Social Council
for adoption: : o

The Economic and Social Council,

Conscious that Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation
with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental frooedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion,

*

Reaffirming that. the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a common standard
of achicvement for all peoples and all nations,

Noting that the cntry into foree of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights constitutcs a groat achicvement by the intermational community towards the
establishment of offictive means of promoting ruspect for and observance of human
rights and fundomencal frecdoms,

Concurncd, heouwcver, by the cxisting disparity between established principles
and standards and their implunentation,
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Believing that the international promotion and encouragement oi h?mi; Q}gh@s
Sdomental freedoms may be enhanced through further improvement o PR

ating machin by ok izaticn, in order to meet the need for more.

: 3 R als) anf +he r“"f"’-‘") 4 .
existing machinery se% up by the Crganiza the 1 for .
continuocus ard timely acticn and for facilitating the co-operative fulfilment by.. -

Member States of their commiltments to numan rights under the Charter of the
United Nztions,

Consicering that the approach to the future work within the United Nations
systeﬁ in the fiecld of human rights shceuld take duc account of the experiences . .
and the general sitnation of, as well as the efforts made by, the developing
countries to implement human rights and fundamental freadoms,

1. Suggests to the General fssembly that it establish a post of

United Natious High Commissioner for Human Rights;

2.  Declarces that the vork of the High Commissioner should be humanitarian

in character, guaided soleiy by an impartial concern for the promotion and
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

3. Consicers that the High Commissicner should--possess the degree of
personal indepenaence. prestige and integrity required for thce discreet and
impartial perfcrmance of his humanitarian functions; i

A.  Sugpests that the High Commissioner should be elected by the
eneral Azsembly eon the nowminabion of the Secretary-General for a five-year
erm) witlich may ast be rencwed mere than once. The Secretary-General shall
eadeaveur nat to uominote Lwo successive High Commissioners from the same '
regioral group, goving duc and cqual consideration to qualified individuals from
1ll regisns of the world: ‘ o s

ot Q

Y c 2 ) d mini i - Srni
‘ 5. Suggests alro that the following administrative arrangements concerning
the High Commissioner be adeatal: ‘ .

[

The PRigh Commissicaer and the Secretary-Ceneral shall make appropriate‘

.

arrangameats for fiaisen and comsnliziicn on matbews of mutual interest;

(b) The Seccretorv-General shall provide the High Commissioner with all
necessary facilitics vithin budgetary limisations;

c)  The expengee of the High Conmmissioner shall be financed under the
of the Unitrd Nationa; ' ' o

A
budget

(@) The emoluments of the High Commissioner shall be equivalent to those
of' an Under-Sacrotary-General of %he United Nations;

(e) The stalf of the High Commissicner, which sha2ll be limited in size,
shall be appoiated by the Hich Cemmissioner within the limits of the budgetary
apprupriaiions.  Thay shall be responcible to the High Commissioner in the
cxercise of their Munctlons. Their conditions of employment shall be those
provided under the Star? Rogalations adopted by the General Azsembly and the
Staff Rules promuigated therounder by the Secratary-General ;

(f) The administration of the office of the High Commissioner shall be
subject to the Financizl Regulations of the United Nations and to the Financial
Rules promulgathed thereunder by the Secretary-General ;
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(g) Transactions relating to the High Commissioner's funds shall be subject
to audit by the United Nations Board of Auditors;

6. Suggests that the High Commissioner should have the functions and
responsibilities set out in the annex to the present resolution;

7. Calls upon Governments, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental
organizations, non-governmental organizations and the Secretary-General to
co-operate with the High Commissioner in the fulfilment of his responsibilities.
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I”EX

fvunctlonu and resg DOqubll;tlLS of the United Nations
-High Comm*ss;onor for Human Rights C e

The United Hations High Comm1331oner for Human.Rights shall:. : : ST

~(a). Carry out specific wandates and tusks assigned by the General Assembly,
the Economic and Social Council, and the Commissiorni.on Human nghtS' G

(b) Consult as appropriate with otner elements of the United Nations system,
siineluding . the Sceretary--Genernl and-the Cenbre for Humzn Rights, and appropriate
specialized agencies,- which may have or share pesponsibilities ‘for promoting or
safeguarding -specific human rights for the purpose of exchanging. information and
of collaboriating with them in developing and implementing appropriate co-ordinated
action; T

(e¢) Initiate direcct contacts with Governments, whenever such action appears
necessary or desirable, to safeguard or 2ssist in restoring respect for human
rights, bearing in mind the fnllowing principles:

(L) Such contacts shall be prompt, confidential and exclusively humanitarian
in purpocse;

(ii) 1In undertaking such action, the Hizh Commissioner shall pay particular
attention to urgent situations;

(1ii) Direct contacts shall have the specific purpose cf ascertaining the
facts and, when appropriate in the light of the facts, of assisting
the parties concerned with a view to ensuring full respect for the
human rishts of individuals or groups on whose behalf the contacts

werae undcrtakcn,

(iv) Sucn ascistance may include, inter alia, technical advice on measures
which could b2 tzken to promote the =ffective observance of human
rights, offers to conciliste or mediate in situations and provision
of information on thz availability of appropriate assistance from
other elements of the United Nations system, including the Centre for
Human Rights and the specialized agencies;

(d) Report annually to the Generzl Aysembly, the Economic and Social Council
and the Commission on Human Rights on his or her activities. Thesz reports should
constitute 2 soparate item on the agenda of these bodies. Such reports might,
with the consent of the Government concernzd, include a summary of the results
of the High Commissionerfs direct contacts with the Government. With the consent
of the Government concarned, the Commissioner might also announce the results of

such direct contacts at other times during the year;

(2¢) Promotec and protact the observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all, as defined in the Univarsal Declaration of Human Rights, without
distinction as to race, colour, sex, language, rcligion, political or other opinion,
national or socizl origin, property, birth or other status;
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(f) Give special attention to the importance of ensuring the effective
enjoyment by all of their civil and political. rights and..their economic, social
and cultural rights and such other rights as are recognized by the Charter of the
United Nations and by the General Assembly, bearing in mind that all human rights
and fundamental freedoms are ipdivisible and interdependent;

(g) Accord priority to such massive violatioas of human rights as apartheid,
racism and racial discrimination, colonial domination, foreign occupation and -
alien subjugation;

(h) Consider as situations of special concern those resulting from aggression
and threats against national sovereignty, the denial of the fundamental and .
inalienable rights of peoples to self-determination and the refusal to recognize
the right of every nation to the exercise of full sovereignty over its wealth
and resources.





