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Introduction

1. By its decision 1983/139 of 27 May 1983 the Economic and Social Council took
note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1983/15 of 22 February 1983, and
endorsed the Commission's decision t¢ reconvene the Working Group of Governmental
Experts on the Right to Development with its original mandate in order to allow . it
to elaborate, on vhe basis ¢f its report and all the documents already submitted
or to be submitted, a draft declaration on the right to development. The Council
also endorsed the Commission's request to the Working Group to hold two meetings
of two weeks each ir. Geneva, the first in June 1983 and the second from

3] October to 11 November 1983,

2. In resoluticn 1983/15, the Commission on Human Rights commended the report of
the Working Group on lts fourch and £ifth sessions (E/CN.4/1983/11) and took note
Jith satisfaction of the progiress made co far by the Working Group as reflected in
its report and its ~ecommendations. The Commission also decided to reconvene the
same Working Grouvp with its original mendate in order to allow it to elaborate, on
the basis of its »eporc and all the dccuments already submitted or to be submitted,
a draft declaration on che right to development and requested the Working Group to
submit to the Commission at its fortieth sesscion a report and concrete proposals
for a draft declapratio»~ on the right to development.

% As at its previousg sessions the Wowking'Group was composed of government
experts frem the folllwing countries: “Algeria, CaBa "Ethiopia, France, India,
Iraq, Netheirlands, Panama, Peru, Poland, Sensgal, byrian Arab Republic,

United States of Americe. Union of Soviet Socialist Republies and Yugoslavia. The
Bureau remainad the »ams as for the earlier sessions of the Working Group and was
compesed of the exporcs from Secnegal (Chzirman), Cuba, India and Yugoslavia
(Vice-Chairmen), anc France (Rapporteur). At the first meeting of the Working
Group’s sixth session tre Chairman ccnlirmed that the expert who had represented
France at the first Tive sessionc of the Working Group, Mr. Gilles Chouraqui, had
assumed other respcasibilities aad would be replaced by Mr. Georges Gautier. It
was unaninousl; asreed oy vhe Working Group thai Mr. Gautier should also become
Rapporteur of the Wevking Group.

Dates of sessions

4. The Working Group held its sixth session from 13 to 24 June 1983 and its
seventh sessicn from 31 October to 11 November 1983, in Geneva.

Attendance
5 A list of participants, including the government experts and others who
participated in Lhe sixch and seventh sessions of the Working Group is to be found

in annex I.

Organization of work

6. During its sixth session the Working Group beld nine meetings from 13 to

24 June 1983 and several nforra. consultations. At its seventh session the Group
held 1.l meooincy foom 41 Octow p to 11 November 1933, 18 well s four meztings

of an open-ended Derafting Group.
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Work of the Working Group at its sixth session

T. During the course of the sixth session, several drafts and proposals were
circulated on an informal basis. On the basis of these drafts, and of all
documents previously subritted to the Working Group, the Group requested two
experts to prepare a "technical consolidated text®., It was understood that the
technical consolidated text was not to be considered as representing the views of
any particular expert or group of experts.

8. All members of the Working Group expressed their strong appreciation for the
work done by the two experts in preparing the text. Nevertheless, it was felt that
the "technical consolidated text™ did not adequately reflect the respective
position of all experts. However, in order to proceed further, it was understood
that the text would be an informal technical basis for further work. This
understanding was without prejudice to the right to introduce, or submit, in the
course of the discussion of the informal technical consolidated text at the next
session of the Working Group, any proposals including thoseé presented during the
current session which were not incorporated in that text. The "technical
consolidated text™ is reproduced in annex II of the present report.

Work of the Working Group at its seventh session

9. During the course of its seventh session the Working Group undertook 2

general exchange of views on the whole of the technical consolidated text.
Following in-depth discussions, a general understanding was reached with respect to
the following provisions of the draft declaration dealing with the preamble. It
was understood in regard to these provisions that final agreement would only be
reached in the context of agreement on the draft declaration as a whole.

"The General Asoowdiy,

1. Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations relating to the achievement of international co-operation in
solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or
humanitarian nature, and the promotion and encouragement of respect for
human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion,

2. Considering that under the provisions of the Unlversal Declaration
of Human Rights, everyone is entitled to a social and international order
in which the rights and freedoms set forth in that Declaration can be fully
realized,

3. Recalling the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Politieal Rights,

(4., Tformerly 4 and 5 of technical consolidated text) Recalling further
the relevant agreements, conventions, resolutions, recommendations and other
instruments of the United Nations and its speciglized agencies concerning
the integral development of the human being, economic and social progress
and development of all pecples including those instruments concerning
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annex L
List of participanis
Country Nare
Algeria Mrs. Fatma 2. Xsentini
Cuba, Mr. Julio Heredis Pérez
Ethiopia Miss Kongnl Sinegiorgis
France Mr. Georgey Geutier
India Mr. V. Ramachandran

Mre. Lakshni Puri g/

Trag ‘Dr. Riyedh L. Hadl
Netherlands Prof, Dr. P.J.I.M. de Waart
Panams Mr. Luis Gallardo Agulrre
Peru M. J. Alvarez Vita a/
Poland Mr. H.J. Sokalski b/ ¢/
Senegal Mr. A, Séne

Mr. I. 8y a/

T
Mr. §.C. Xonate a/
Syrian Arab Republic Dr. ahmed Saker

United States of America Mr., Tetex L. Berger
Mr. Stephen Bond _@,_/
Mr. P. Flood g/

Unicn of Soviet Sccialist Republics Mr. Dimitry Bykev _c_/
Mr. 5. Jrdzhonikidze a/
Mr. L. Skotnikev a/

Yugosliavie Mr, Danilo Tiirk

a/ Alternate.
_"tz/ Experl not present at zixth session.

o/ Expert not present at seventh session.
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States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Canada
China
Germeny, Federal Republic of
Japan

Non-member States represented by cobservers

Holy See

United Nations bodies

Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co—operation '

Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Categorx 1T

International Commigsion of Jurists
Rosgter

International Humanist and Ethical Union
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nex T1

Technical Consolidated Text

"The General Assenbly,

1. Searing in mind the purposes and princirles of the Charter of the
United Nations relating to the acnicvement of internationzl co-opsration in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian pature, and
the promotion and encouragement of resnect for human rights and for furidamental -
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religlon,

2. Considering that unaer tne provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the
rights and freedoms set forth in that Declaration can be fully realized,

3. Recalling the provisions of the Interniational Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and the international Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

4. Reecalling again th= relevant provisions of the declarations and
rasolutions adopted by the Genazral Assembly including inter alia tne Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, General Assembly
resolution 1802 (XVI1) of 12 December 1962 on 'Permanent Sovcreignty over Natural
Resources , the Declaration on the Elimination of All forwvs of Racial Discrimination,
the Declaration on Social Progress 2nd Development, the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning triendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accordance wita the Charter of the United Nations, the Declaration on Strengthening
of International Security, the Declaration ana the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a dew International Economic Order, the Neclaration on the Use of
Seientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Pcace and for the Benefit
of Mankind, the Cnarter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, the Declaration on
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, General Assembly resolutions 32/130
and 34/46 on Alt:rnative Approachas and Ways and Means witnin the United Nations
System for Improving the Iffective Enjoyment of Human Rights and Fundamental .
Freedoms ', General Assembly resolution 35/56 on the International bevelopment
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decad=,

5. Recalling also the relevant provisions of the Proclamation of Tehoran,
the Declaration of Pniladelphia, and tne Declaration on Fundamental Principles
concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening FPeace and
International Understanding, to the Promotion of HNuman Rights and to Countering
Racialism, Apartheid and incitement to War of the United Nations Fducational,
Sedientific and Cultural Organization,

6. Recalling further the right of peoples to self-determination, by virtue
of which all peoples have the right to freely determine their political status and
have an inalienable right tc pursuc frezelv their 2conowmic ard social development
and to exercise full and complete sovereignty over all their natural resources,
without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic
co-operation, based upon the principle of mutusl benefit and international law,

7. Mindful of tne obliration of States to prowcte universal respect for,
and observance of, human rignts ana fundamentazl freedoms “or all without distinction
of any kind sucn as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, naticnal or socizl origin, property, birtn or other status,
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8. Considering tnat the eiimination cf the massive and flagrant violations
of the human righis of ine peorics azad persons affected by situations such as those
resulting fro colonialism, neo~colonialisnm, apartheid, all Torms of racism and
racial discrimination, foreign domination and occupstion, aggression and threats
against national sovereignuy, national unity and territorial integrity and tnreats
of war would contrioute to the establishment of circumstances propitious to the
development of a great part of mankind,

9. Concerned at the continuing existence of serious obstacles to the free
development of the human being such <3 the denial of civil and political rights
and individual freedoms and the absence of conditions favourable to the
implementation of economic, social and cultural rights,

10. Recognizing that development is a comprehensive economic, social,
cultural and political rrocess which aims at the constant improvement of the
well-being of the entire population and of 211 individuals on the basis of their
active, free and meaningful participation in dovelopment und in the fair

distribution of benefits resultinsg thervefron,

11. Considering that international peace and security are essential clements
for the realization of the right to developrent,

12. Reiterating thet orogress in the field of dizarmament would considerably
promots progress in the fisld of wevelopment; and that resources released a8s a
result of measures taken in the sphere of dissrmament should be directed towards
the cconomic and sociul development of all n-.tions, so as to contribute as well
to bridging the gao existing between the cconomies of developed and developing
countries,

13. Recognizing that the human person is the central supject of the development
process and that th.refore dovelopment policy should nave the human being as the
main participant and beneficiary of devclopment,

14. Recognizing that the creation of conditions favourabls to the development
of peoples and individuacls is the primsry responsibility of their States,

15. Recognizing further thac che establishment of a4 new international economic
order is an essentiil element for the effactive promotion and the full enjoyment
of human rights and fundamental freedoms “or 2ll,

16. Recognizing also that the right to devclopment is an inalienable human
right, individunlly and collectively, =nd that equality of opportunity for
development is a prerogative both of nations and of individuals who make up nations,

Proclaims the present Universal Declaration of the Right to Development as a
human right.

Article 1

1. The right to dev:lopment i3 1o 1nallcnable humaa right of every person,
individually or in entities estvablished pursuant to the right of association, and
of other groups, including pcoplers. Eaquality for opportunity is a prerogative of
nations ‘and of individuals within naticns.
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2. By virtue of the right to development, -very numih person, individually
or collectivaly, has the right %o participate in, contribute to, and enjoy =
peaceful international and national politiccl, social and economic order, in which
all universally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully
renlized.

LR The human right to development implies the full riclization of the pright
of vpeoples to self-determination, by sirtuc of which all peoples freély determine
thelr political status and freely pursue their cceonomic, cultural and social
development' and may for tneir own ends, freely aispose of their natural wealth and
regources without prejudice to any ooligations arising out of international economic
co-operation, based upon tne principles of mutual venefit and international law.

In no case may a people be deprived of its own mcans of subsistence.

Article 2

1. The human being is the central subject of developmeni and should
therefore be the active participant and beneficiary of the rirht to development.

2. All human beings have the primary responsipility [or their development,
individually and collectively, taking into account their dutices to the cormmunity
in which alone the free and full fulfilment of tine huwman being is possible and
whicn therefore should promote and protect an appropriate social order for
development.

3. The State has the rieht ara the duty to formulate appropriate development
policies which should lead vo the realization of potentialities of cach human
being and the well-becing of entire population.

1. thtitics estanlished pursuant to the right ol association and traditional
entities 2iming 2t development of individuals which compose them, being
intermediate between individualec and the State, are of special significance for
the realization of the right to development and should be respected as such by
States.

Article 3

1. The risght to development implies an international order based on full
respect for the principles of international law concerning friendly relations and
co-operation among 3tates in accordance with the Charter of the United MNations.

2. States have the right and the primary responsiblility to ensure development
both within their territory and internationally taking into ~ccount their
responsibilities to the human beings and to the international community.

3. It is the duty of all States to co-operate with each other in promoting
and assisting the achievement of development »nd in elirinating the obstacles to
development by observing and by promoting realization of, inter alia, the.following
principles of international law and fundamentals of interrstional economic relations
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and pertinent intornational
instrumeénts:

1, Fgqual rights 2nd sclf-determination of peoples;

2. Equality of opportunity for development of all nations nnd
individuals within nations:
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3. Sovereignty, territorial intesrity and political and economic
independence of States;

4. Sovereign equality of all States;
5. Non-aggression;
6. Peaceful settlement of disputes;

T. Non-intervention in matters which are essentially within the domest14
Jurisdiction of any State;

8. Mutual and equitable benefit:

9. Peaceful coexistence;

10. International co-operation for development;
11. Promotion of international social justice;

12. Remedying of injustices which have been brought apout by force and
which deprive a nation of the naturil means necessary for its normal
development;

13. No attempt to seek negemony and spheres of influence;
4. Fulfilment in good faith of international obligations;
15. Respect for human rights and fundamental Ireedoms;

16. Free access to and from the sea by land-locked countries within
the framework of the apove principles;

17. Permanent sovercignty over natural wcalth and resources withia the
framework of the above principles.

Article 4

1. States shall have the duty to take steps, individually and collectively,
to formulate adequate development policies with a view to creating the conditions
necessary for the full realization of the right to development.

2. Sustained action i1s required to ensure morc rapid progress of developing
countries. As a complement to the efforts that the developing countrics make,
individually and collectively, for their development, it is essential to provide
them with effective international assistonce.

Article 5

1. In & spirit of solidarity and regardless of the differences which exist
between political, economic and social systems, States and the international
community as a wholz snould focus on the creation of local, national and
international conditions favourable to the promotion and protection of the rights
set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants on Human Rights.
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2. States shall taks resolute steps Lo eliminate the mepssive and flagrant
violations of the human rights of peoples and human beings affected by situations
such as those resulting rrom apartheid, all forms of racism and wracial
discrimination, colonlialism, foreigs domination and occupation, -szgression, foreign
interference and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and
territorial integrity, the relusal to recognize cne fundamental right of peoples
to self-determination and of 21l'mations to exercise full sovereignty over their
wealth and natural resources.

Fe States should take resolute steps to eliminate obstacles to development
résulting from A non-observinee of civil ana political rights us well as of the
generally accepted standards, which underlie the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in respect of cconomic, =ocial and cultural rights.

Article 6

All States sheuld promote the establishment, maintenance and strengthening
of internationnl peace and security and should for this purpose do their utmost
for the achievement bf general and complete disarmament under effective
international control as well as for the utilization of rotsources releasad by
effective disarmament measures for development of all human beings, peoples and
States, in particular the developing countries.

Arcicle 7

1. A1l States should co-operate with a visw to promoting, encouraging and
strengthening the universal respect for and observance of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without any distinction as to race, sex, language
and religion.

2. A1l human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisgible and
interdependent, equal attention and urgent ccnsideration should be given te the
implementation, promotion and protection of civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights.

Article 8

For the -purpose of the cffectise erjoyment of the right to development and
for the full realizatioa of all human rigzhts, it is necessary to take, 7s a matter
of priorityv, .adequnte measurcs towards the cstablishment of a new international
econcmic order, 2as envisaged in the Declaration on the Establishment of a New
International Econonmic Order, 1/ in the Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New Internationali dZeonomic Order, 2/ in the Charter of Economic Rights and
Dutizs of States 3/ and in other relevant United Nations resolutions,

1/ Adopted vy the General Assertbly at its pixth extraordinary session on
1 May 1974 (3201 (S-VI)).

2/ Ibid., (3202 (3-VT),.

3/ Adopted by the General assembly at its twenty-ninth session on
12 December 1974 (3281 (XXTIX)).
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Article 9

1. States should continucusly strive for a further elaboration of economic,
social and cultural standards, which underlie the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the pertinent International Covenant so as to ensure, inter alia,
equality of opportunity for all in their access to basic resources, education,
health services, food, housing, employment, opportunities for participation
and the fair distribution of inccnme.

2. Particular attention should be paid to the interests, needs and aspirations
of discriminated and disadvantaged groups. Appropriate economic and social reforms
should be made with a view to eradicating all social injustices.

Article 10

1. States should take appropriate action to provide a comprehensive framework
for popular participation in development and for the full exsrcise of the right
to porular participation in its various forms which is an important factor of
development and of the full realization of c¢ivil and political rights as well as
economic, social and cultural rights.

2. States should give high priority and adopt appropriate and effective
measures for the integration of women in development and for ensuring their
equality of rights.

Article 11

1. All the aspects of the right to development set forth in this Declaration
are indivisible and interdependent and each of them should be construed in the
context of the whole.

2. Nothing in this Declaration shall be construed contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nationg, or as impliying for 2ny S3tate, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the
destruction of the rights set forth in the Universal Dcclaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenants on Human Rights.

3. Nothing in this Declaration shall be construed as prejudicing in any
manner the right of peoples to self-determination and of all nations to the
exercise of full sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources.

Article 12

Steps should be taken with a view to full exercise, further codification and
progressive development of the right to development as a principle of
international law. This includes the formulation, adoption and implementation of
policy, legislative, administrative and other measures at the national level as
well as the formulation, adoption and implementation of international instruments
which reflect a consensus among States with different economic, social and
political systems.

Article 1%

The United Nations, the specialized agencius, States and international
non-governmental organizations should co-operate in promoting and implementing the
right to development as a human right and should consider this Declaration as an
important basis for action.”



