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74 ( X X I I I ) .  R e g io n a l c o - o p e r a t io n  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u la t io n

The Econom ic C om m ission f o r  A s ia  and th e  F a r E a s t .

R e c a l1 1ng i t s  r e s o lu t io n  54 (XX) o f  10 M arch 1964 on p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  

and econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n t,

N o t in g  Econom ic and S o c ia l C o u n c il r e s o lu t io n s  1048 (X X X V II) o f  15 A u g u s t

1964 on p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  and econom ic d e ve lo p m e n t and 1084 (XXXIX) o f  30 J u ly

1965 on w o rk  programmes and p r i o r i t i e s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u la t io n ,

N o t in g  f u r t h e r  th e  r e s o lu t io n  on dynam ic A s ia n  econom ic  c o - o p e r a t io n  

a d o p te d  a t  th e  second M in is t e r ia l  C o n fe re n ce  on A s ia n  Econom ic C o -o p e ra t io n ,  

h e ld  In  1965, w h ic h  r e i t e r a t e d  th e  v a s t  scope f o r ,  and im p o rta n c e  o f ,  r e g io n a l 

de m o g ra p h ic  c o - o p e r a t io n ,

W elcom ing  U n ite d  N a tio n s  G ene ra l A ssem bly r e s o lu t io n  2211 (X X I) o f  17 

December 1966, w h ic h  recommended t h a t  ECAFE a s s is t ,  when re q u e s te d , in  f u r t h e r  

d e v e lo p in g  n a t io n a l  and r e g io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  re s e a rc h ,  in fo r m a t io n  

and a d v is o ry  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u la t io n ,

3 /
S h a r in g  th e  c o n ce rn  e x p re s s e d  in  a s ta te m e n t— s ig n e d  by th e  Heads o f  

S ta te  o f  e le v e n  c o u n t r ie s  in  1966, w h ic h  n o te s  among o th e r  o b s ta c le s  t h a t  

" to o  ra p id  p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  s e r io u s ly  hampers e f f o r t s  t o  r a is e  l i v i n g  s ta n d a rd s  

t o  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  t o  im prove  h e a lth  and s a n i t a t i o n ,  to  p ro v id e  b e t t e r  

h o u s in g  and t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  to  fo rw a rd  c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  -  

and even in  some c o u n t r ie s  t o  a s s u re  s u f f i c i e n t  fo o d " ,

E x p re s s in g  i t s  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  in t e n s i f i e d  w o rk  o f  c o u n t r ie s  o f  th e  

re g io n  and o f  th e  ECAFE s e c r e t a r ia t  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u la t io n ,

N o t in g  w i th  a p p ro v a l th e  recom m enda tions  o f  th e  E x p e r t W o rk in g  G roup on 

th e  F e a s i b i l i t y  o f  E s ta b l is h in g  a R e g io n a l P o p u la t io n  C e n tre , p a r t i c u l a r l y  

th o s e  p e r t a in in g  to  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  w o rk  on r e g io n a l c o - o p e r a t io n  in  th e  f i e l d  

o f  p o p u la t io n  th ro u g h  th e  s t re n g th e n in g  o f  th e  ECAFE s e c r e t a r ia t  and th e  d e v e lo p  

m ent o f  a m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p ro a c h ,

/ See U n ite d  N a tio n s  p re s s  re le a s e  SG/SM/620 o f  9 December 1966.
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R e ite ra ting  the increasing ly urgent need fo r  closer regional and appro- 
p r ia te  sub-regional co-operation among countries o f the ECAFE region in respect 
o f programmes in the population f ie ld ,

Emphasizing the ro le  o f the Commission in ass is tin g  Governments to  improve 
the w e ll-be ing o f th e ir  peoples through development plans and programmes,

Recognizing tha t those e ffo r ts  must take account o f the in te ra c tio n  between 

population and economic and socia l facto rs  in development,

Decides to  es tab lish  the Asian Population Conference as a s ta tu to ry  organ 
o f the Commission, to  be convened every ten years synchronizing w ith  the 

decennial popula tion and re la ted censuses,  fo r  the consideration o f a l l  aspects 
o f population questions and o f th e ir  impact on economic and socia l development;

Requests the Executive Secretary;

(a) To take appropriate steps to  expand the regional population programme 
su b s ta n tia lly  as recommended by the Expert Working Group re ferred to  
above, w ith  a view to  provid ing fo r  the analysis and consideration in 
depth o f the reg ion 's population problems and fo r  the ap p lica tio n  of 

the most e ffe c tiv e  means o f so lv ing them through regional and national 
co-operative e f fo r t ;

(b) To assign primary emphasis to  e x is tin g  p r io r i ty  areas and to  emerging 
needs o f Governments fo r assistance in the f ie ld  o f population through 
an expanded programme o f tra in in g , research, inform ation and advisory 
services, making f u l l  and economical use o f regional and national 
resources ;

(c) To in i t ia te  preparations as soon as possible fo r the Asian Population 
Conference to  be convened towards 1970;

Further requests the Executive Secretary to  carry out fo r consideration 
by the Asian Population Conference a series o f studies in depth, through 

se c re ta ria t research and working groups to  be convened from time to  time, to 
explore the e ffe c t o f the pressure o f population in delaying the achievement 
o f development goals, and to  consider the se ttin g  o f targets designed to  bring
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rates o f population increase and o f economic growth and socia l advancement in to  
some reasonable alignment w ith  one another in order to  guide the region in 
a tta in in g  its  growth and welfare ob jec tives , and to  provide such gu ide-lines 

as may be appropriate to  the implémentation o f the expanded programme in the 
f ie ld  o f population;

Inv ites  the in terested specia lized agencies, w ith in  th e ir  respective 

mandates, to  undertake a ro le  commensurate w ith  the importance o f co-operative 
action in planning and implementing the programme, including the provis ion of 

experts, where appropria te, to  p a rtic ip a te  in m u lt i-d is c ip lin a ry  p ro je c ts ;

Calls upon a l l  member and associate member countries o f ECAFE, other 
members o f the United Nations which are in terested in the so lu tion  o f population 
problems, and other appropriate in te rn a tio n a l, regional and national in s t itu t io n s  
to  extend a l l  possible co-operation and support in implementing the expanded 
regional population programme.

371st meeting,
Ï 7  A p r i l  1967.

89 (XX III ) .  Country con tribu tions to  United Nations 
development programme expenses

The Economic Commission fo r Asia and the Far East.

N o ting tha t the con tribu tions o f some countries to  United Nations develop- 
ment programmes (technica l assistance sector) carried  out w ith in  th e ir  borders 
are ca lcu la ted as 12 1/2 per cent o f the exchange costs converted to  local 
currency at the most favourable market ra te ,

Reguests the Governing Council o f the United Nations Development Programme 
to  examine the p o s s ib il i ty  o f assessing the 12 1/2 per cent co n trib u tio n  in 

local currency by those countries towards th e ir  country programmes in a manner 
and at rates tha t w i l l  avoid budget d i f f ic u l t ie s  caused by flu c tu a tio n s  during 
the course of the p ro je c t.

369th meeting.
l4  A p r i l  1967.


