131 (xxXI1X). HUMAN ENVIRORMENT

The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East,

Recalling resolution 125 (XXVIII) adopted at its
previous session urging, inter alia, that, in order
that the Asian point of view might be fully reflected
in the human environment pro me resulting
from it, member countries should send delegations
at the highest possible level to the United Nadons
Conference on the Human Environment at Stockholm,

Noting with satisfaction that this request was
largely acted upon by member countries, many of
which were represented at the Stockholm Conference
at the highest possible level and that, as a con-
sequence of their able represenmtions, the re=
commendations of the Conference! appear to take
full cognizance of the needs, desires and anxieties
of the regionmal member countries, arising out of
environmental considerations in regard to their
problems of development, industrialization, pollue
tion, trade, human settlements and population,

Noting further that, following the Conference,
the General Assembly adopted a series of resolu-
tions? ur mati and international action and
co=operation between States in the field of human
environment and making institutional and financial
arrangements for such co-operation, consisting of
the creation of the United Nations Environment
Pro me, with an Environment Secretariat headed
by an Executive Director, a Governing Council,
an Enviroomemt Co-ordination Board and an Ene
viromment Fund,

Welcoming the election of Mr. Maurice F. Strong
as the first Executive Director of UNEP,’

Noting with satisfactio that, the Geperal
Assembly resolution takes full cognizance of the
significance of regional and subregional co=operation
in the field of environment and of the important role
of the regional egopomic commissions and other
regional intergovernmental organizations,*

Also noting the intention of the Executive Secre-
tary of ECAFE and the Executive Director of
UNEP to develop arrangements for ensuring con=
sultation and collaboration regarding the develop-
ment of enviromment p es in the region
for the consideration of the member countries,

1. lhvites the attention of all Governments of
member countries to the designation of 5 June as
World Environment Day and urges them to under-
take on that day, every year, ial programmes
and measures reaffirming their determimaton to
act towards the preservation and ephancement of
the environment;

2. Requssts the Execurive Secrewary of ECAFE
and the Executive Director of UNEP to take steps
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within the scope of existing resources to evolve a
methodology of operations, to ensure maximum
collaboration and co=Operation with all agencies
and organizations concerned so as to optimize the
utilization of available resources and to avoid
duplication;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary of
ECAFE, after consultation with other United Nations
ggencles in the region, and the Executive Director

UNEP to take appropriate steps to evolve a
programme for action in this field, identifying pro=
iects for implementation in the short as well as
ong term, bearing in mind the needfor programmes
and projects to keep in view the development
requirements of the developing countries of Asia;

4. Decides that, for consideration of such pro=
grammes and as part of the machinery, co=operative
arrangements shall be made for bringing together
representatives from the countries as well as all
intergovernmental bodies and organizations in the
region dealing with environmental programmes, to
discuss programmes, projects and workingarranges=
ments for their implementation;

5. Urges the member countries andinternational
financing agencies and organizations such as UNDP,
IBRD and ADB, to extend the fullest support to
environmental programmes so developed.

477th meeting,
21 April 1973,

132(xx1x). QUESTION OF DEBT SERVICING

The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East,

Noting with concern the detrimental effects of
the ever-increasing debt servicing on the over-all
development efforts of the developing countries of
gg region, Including the least developed among

m,

Recalling the fact that mention has repeatedly
been made of the debt servicing burden,

Recalling further the objectives of the Strate
for the Second Development {)ecade &

Recognizing that, owing to the high debt servicing
burden, the developing countries, in particular the
least developed among them, may no longer be in
a position to Jarovtde adequate finance for their
urgently needed development projects,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to bring
this resolution to the attention of the member
cmlncrles for their consideration and necessary
action;

2. Urges member countries, especially donor
countries, and also international institutions, to
Flve due consideration to debt servicing, including
ts8 rescheduling, and to take other steps in keeping
with derhe objectives of the Second Development



3. Welcomes the move of those donor countries
which have already taken steps to reschedule debt
servicing,

477th msetﬁ!f.
21 April 1973,

133(xXIX). EXTENSION OF THE INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT
FOR THE ASIAN HIGHWAY INTO THE SECOND PHASE
(1973-1977)

The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East,

Recognizing the Asian Highway project as a
fully viable project that plays a dominant rxole in
the economic, social and cultural development of
all Asian Highway countries by providing a valuable
means of communication berween ‘them and con=
stituting an important instrument for regional coe=
operation and development,

Noting that, while tremendous advances have
been made with the implementation of the Asian
Highway by the countries concerned on the re-
commendations of the Co=ordinating Committee
and with the assistance of the Transport Technical
Bureau, much work still remains to be accomplishe:
such as the comstruction of feeder roads and relate
petworks, upgrading substandard sections, comple-
tion of the remaining missing links, building of
bridges over rivers with inadequate ferries and
intensification of international traffic,

Recalling that the Asian Highway countries have
to set up zonal meetings to solve policy issues
affecting international road traffic, such as customs
and other formalities, international licences, inter=
national insurance and other ancillary services
along the highway routes, as well as common
technical problems,

Aware that, according to the revised five-year
plan (1971-1975) for the Asian Highway, while
US$ 917 million (66 per cent) is to be provided
by the countries from their own resources for the
accomplishment of the remaining works, a further
US$ 466 million (34 per cent) will be required in
the form of outside assistance,

Recognizing the possibility that UNDP may ree
duce its contribution to the second phase of the
project to a level considerably lower than that for
the first phase,

Noting the recommendations of the AsianHighway
Co=ordinating Committee in its draft plan of opera=
ton, for the benefit of all developing Asian nations,
and bearing in mind the recommendation of the
seventh and eighth sessions of the Co-ordinating
Committee that the project be extended for another
five years,

Calls upon UNDP, the co-operating countries
and aid-giving agencies to give their fullest support,
in the form of financial and technical assistance,
to ensure that implementation of Asian Highway
project will produce the desired farsreaching and
salutary results,

477th meeting,
21 April 1973,
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134(XXIX). EXTENSION OF THE ASIAN STATISTICAL
INSTITUTE INTO A SECOND PHASE (1975-1979)

The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East,

Recalling resolution 75 (XXIl), adopted at its
twenty=thira session in 1967, deciding on, and
urging the United Nations Deveiopment rogramme
o give ur and favourable consideration to
supporting establishment of the Institute,

Considering (a) the conrinuing clear-cut needs
of developing countries, including in particular the
least developed among them, for basic economic,
demographic and social data for development and
for monitoring its progress, and (b) the serious
shortage of trained statisticians inseveral countries
of the region,

Taking cognizance of the review of the Institute
by the Advisory Council for the period 1970-1973
and the recommendations contained therein on the
continuation of the Institute's activities beyond its
first phase and at its present site,

1. Urges the United Nations Development Pro=
gramme and the Governmems of member and
associate member countries of ECAFE to give
consideration to providh:f the financial and r
support required by the Asian Statistical Institute
during its second five-year period (1975-1979) until
mcessartyhepmvlalon has been made for ensuring
this by other satisfactory means;

2. Strongly recommends that the Institute be-
come a permanent organization and continue to
function as a regional institution supported by the
United Nations,

477th meating,
21 April 1973.

135(xXIx). INTEGRATION OF WOMEN INTO THE
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East,

Recall the Declarations on the Elimination
of Discrimination Against Women and on Social
Progress and Development, adopted by the General
Assembly on 7 November 1967 and on 11 December
1969, respectively,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution
2716 (XXV) on concerted international action for the
advancement of women and resolution 2626 (XXV)
on an International Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development Decade, with
particular reference to the fuller integration of
women in the total development process,

Aware of the steps already taken by some
Governments to ensure a fuller integration of
women into the development process and to elimi=
nate any form of discrimination against them,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to organize
a regional seminar on the integration of women in



