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1. Colombian Commission of Jurists:
(Special consultative status granted in 1999)

1. Introduction

The Colombian Commission of Jurists (CCJ), established in 1988, is an affiliate of the Andean Commission
of Jurists, aregional body based in Lima, Peru, and of the International Commission of Jurists, headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland. Its mandate, according to the institutional statutes, is as follows: “ To contribute to the
development of international human rights law and international humanitarian law, in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as to the Rule of Law and human rights in
Colombia, through the following activities: a) research and dissemination of information on human rights and
humanitarian law; b) promotion of knowledge about, and use of, pertinent legal standards and instruments; c)
other means adequate for fulfilling its objectives.”

2. Activities of the CCJ in Relation to the Organs of the United Nations

A. Commission on Human Rights:

The CCJ took part each year in Commission sessions. Its participation included written interventions every year on
Item 3 of the agenda (the general human rights situation in Colombia). Oral presentations were made beginning in 2001,
asfollows:

2001 (57" period): six oral interventions on Items 3, 10 (exigibility of economic, social and cultura rights), 11 (the
crisis of the administration of justice), 12 (the violations of the rights of women), 14 (the world crisis of internal
displacement), and 17 (the challenges and risks of human rights defenders). 2002 (58" period): six oral interventions on
Items 3, 10, 12, 14, and 17, with similar content asin 2001, and on UN supervision of states of exception.

Together with other NGOs, the CCJ helped prepare and gave substantive support to the visit to Colombia of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights in December 2000, helping set up her agenda and coordinating a meeting with
human rights NGOs and socia organizations. The CCJ made an oral presentation on the Colombian situation.

Officein Colombia of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights:

The CCJ maintained permanent contact with the Office, providing pertinent information on the general human rights
situation and on specific violations. Joint activities were undertaken, such as follow-up of State compliance with the
recommendations of the Office’s report before the Commission on Human Rights and of the Declaration of its Chair.

In 2001, the Office and the CCJ coordinated preparations for the visits of the Special Representative on Human
Rights Defenders (October) and the Special Rapporteur on the Elimination of Violence against Women (November).

In 1999, on September 1-3, the Office and the CCJ held a seminar on transition toward democracy; the memoir was
published in November 1999 with the title Verdad y Justicia en Procesos de Paz o Transicion a la Democracia (“ Truth
and Justice in Peace Processes and Transition toward Democracy”).

B. Thematic Procedures of the Commission on Human Rights:

The CCJ maintains permanent contact with several thematic procedures of the Commission, helping promote and
prepare visits to Colombia, providing them with pertinent information, helping to establish their respective agendas, and
providing substantive support during the visits. Such activities were carried out in support of visits by the Special
Representative on Internally Displaced Persons (May 1999), the Special Representative on the Impact of Armed Conflicts
on Children (June 1999), the Specia Representative on Human Rights Defenders (October 2001), and the Special
Rapporteur on the Elimination of Violence against Women (November 2001).

* |ssued without formal editing.



E/C.2/2004/2

C. Subsidiary Organs: UNHCR:

The CCJ maintains permanent contact with UNHCR, both its Bogota office and Geneva Headquarters. As part of the
NGO coordination group on displacement GDF (Grupo de ONG sobre Desplazamiento Forzado, NGO Group on Forced
Displacement), and previoudly within Partners in Action (PARINAC), the CCJ took part as focal point in the annual
sessions of the pre-Executive and Executive Committee and, beginning in 2001, presented analytical reports reflecting the
position of the NGOs on the displacement situation: in 2001, Aspectos Generales de Preocupacion (“General |ssues of
Concern”), and in 2002, with the NGO Consultoria para los Derechos Humanos y €l Desplazamiento (Consultancy for
Human Rights and Displacement -CODHES), Aspectos Criticos de la Politica Publica de Atencién a la Poblacion en
Stuacion de Desplazamiento, 1998-2002 (“Critical Aspects of Public Poalicy of Attention to the Displaced Population”).

In August 2001, members of the Senior Interagency Network on Internal Displacement visited Colombia and carried
out an evaluation of the work of UN agencies with respect to displacement. The CCJ gave active support to the visit and,
together with other NGOs, prepared an anaytical document called Reflexiones y Recomendaciones sobre la Crisis
Humanitaria en Colombia y el Desplazamiento Forzado (“Reflexions and Recommendations on the Humanitarian Crisis
in Colombia and Forced Displacement”).

On March 27-29 2001, at the invitation of UNHCR, the CCJ attended the conference “Lessons Learned: Prevention
and Response to Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Refuge Situations,” held in Geneva. The CCJ s lawyer responsible
for women’ s rights intervened on the importance of broadening and strengthening the work of UNHCR on displacement in
Colombia.

In November 2002, the UN High Commissioner on Refugees visited Colombia. The CCJ took part in various
meetings and, jointly with other NGOs, prepared the Document for the High Commissioner on Refugees, Mr. Ruud
Lubbers, on his visit to Colombia, November 27-29, 2002, which presents a broad view of the situation of the forcibly
displaced in Colombia at the time of the visit.

D. Treaty Bodies:
a.  Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, November 12-30, 2001

Within the framework of the Colombian Platform on Human Rights, Democracy and Development, the CCJ
contributed to draft the Alternate Report to the Committee of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Economic Rights for presentation at the November 2001 session. A CCJ staff member attended the sessions and made an
oral presentation regarding the Colombian government’ s compliance with previous Committee recommendations.

b.  Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, July 30, 1999

An analysis was prepared regarding the situation of economic, socia and cultural rights among racial minorities in
Colombia, specifically indigenous peoples and Afro-Colombians. This information was used in preparing an “ Alternate
Report to the Ninth Official Report Presented by the Colombian State before the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.” The work on this report was coordinated with the Bogota Office of the Commissioner on Human Rights
and was presented to the Committee on July 30, 1999.

c.  Committee on the Rights of the Child, October 16, 2000

An “ Alternate Report to the Second Official Report of the Colombian State to the Committee on the Rights of the
Child” was prepared by the CCJ and other specialized NGOs and presented at the Committee in Geneva on October 16th
2000. The CCJ aso participated in the presentation and analysis of the Colombian State’s official report to the Committee.

E. Conferences
. World Conference on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD):

On December 4-5, 2000, the CCJ took part in the Citizens' Preparatory Conference held in Santiago. On December
5-7, 2000, the CCJ took part in the Preparatory Conference for the Americas, likewise held in Santiago, Chile. Between
May 21st and June 1st 2001, the CCJ took part in the second session of the Preparatory Committee, carried out in Geneva.
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In the context of the World Conference, the CCJ participated in the Forum of Non-Governmental Organizations, held on
August 28th through September 3rd, 2001. Finally, between August 31st and September 7th 2001, a CCJ delegation took
part in the World Conference itself, held in Durban, South Africa. The CCJ presented the previoudy-prepared answers to
the “ Questionnaire distributed by the High Commissioner in Application of Item a), Paragraph 49 of Resolution 1999/78
of the Commission on Human Rights...”, a 33-page document with an assessment of the advances and failures of
government policies against racism and other forms of discrimination in Colombia.

. 23rd Special Session of the UN General Assembly on “Women in 2000: Gender, Development and
Peace in the 21st Century,” New York, June 5-9, 2000.

Jointly with the Colombian NGO “Maria Va’, and with the backing of the National Association of Campesino and
Indigenous Women of Colombia (ANMUCIC), a document was prepared called “Mujer: derechos humanos y derecho
humanitario en Colombia” (“Woman: Human rights and Humanitarian Law in Colombia’). Said document presents a
diagnostic on the situation of women victims of the Colombian armed conflict; it also contains recommendations and an
attachment with an analysis of the international legal framework on the subject. The document was submitted to the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and to the Special Representative on Children in Armed Conflict. It was also widely
distributed at the special session on Beijing Plus 5.

F. International Labour Organization (ILO):

In the four years that concern us, the CCJ participated in June of each year in the International Labour Conferencein
Geneva. Each year, the CCJ prepared a document on violations of the rights of unionised workers in Colombia to be
presented at the Conference by the three main labour-union federations. Likewise, in November of 1999, 2000 and 2001,
but not in 2002, the CCJ took part in the meetings of the ILO Board of Management. A primary objective of our
participation in Board meetings was to assure the establishment of a Commission of Inquiry on the situation of unionised
workersin Colombia

G. International Criminal Court:

In 1999 the CCJ took part in the three Preparatory Committee meetings held that year, in February, July and
December, in New Y ork.

2. Conscience and Peace Tax | nter national*
(Special consultative status granted in July 1999)

Summary CPTI advocates for the right to conscientious objection to military taxation (COMT) and for the right to pay
taxesto build a culture of peace. CPTI works at the yearly sessions of the UN Commission on Human Rights and among
NGO's accredited with the UN in New Y ork and Geneva.

1. INTRODUCTION Aims: CPTI'saim isto obtain recognition of the right to conscientious objection to paying taxes for
armaments, war preparation and war conduct.

CPTI supports other forms of conscientious objection as a human right.

CPTI lobbies international organizationsin order to obtain and/or improve legal and other provisions. The provisions may
be national and international legislation, conventions, resolutions, directives, declarations etc.

CPTI facilitates coordination of similar activities of national movements who address international organizations.

M ember ship: Geographical membership has increased in 2000 by the joining of organizations in Japan, Hungary
and Norway.

* |ssued without formal editing.
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Affiliation: CPTI is member of the Conference of NGO’s (CONGO).

2. PARTICIPATION IN ECOSOC BODIESAND MEETINGS @) Since 1999 CPTI has three representativesin New Y ork and
three in Geneva (only one of them based in Geneva since 2002). All are volunteers. CPTI has focused its action toward the
Commission on Human Rightsin Geneva and New Y ork. b) CPTI representatives attended the 57th and 58th session of
the Commission on Human Rights (two representativesin 2001 and three in 2002). ¢) CPTI submitted a written statement
on item 119 of the agenda: E/CN.4/2001/NGO/101: “ The human right not to pay for war and the human duty to pay for
peace” . d) A CPTI representative presented an oral statement at the 57" session in April 2001: on both the violation of
conscience by forced payment of taxes for military use and on the Decade of a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence of the
Children of the World. €) CPTI’s oral statement at the 58" session in April 2002 could not be delivered because of the
delay in the agenda, but was circulated to the member states by the secretariat. It dealt with conscientious objectors
requesting to pay taxes for civil conflict resolution.

3. COOPERATION WITH UN BODIESAND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

a) CPTI representatives participated in the Millennium Forum (N.Y., May 22-26, 2000) where they brought
conscientious objection to military service (COMS) and conscientious objection to military taxation (COMT) into
the debate. Upon consideration of their proposal the following text was included: “ In the context of the right not
to be complicit in killings, we call for full legal recognition of the rights of conscientious objectors.” (\We the
Peoples Millennium Forum Declaration and Agenda for Action, May 2002, under D4 (universal realization of
human rights), last paragraph, p. 17). b) CPTI representatives attend DPI (Department of Public Information)
briefingsin New York.

4. OTHER RELEVANT ACTIVITIES
(i) Action to implement UN resolutions on international, regional or national level:

a) CPTI representatives gave workshops and talks on COMT in international peace conferences. b) CPTI
stimulates lobby efforts with national legislatorsin various countries on the right of conscientious objection. c)
CPTI representatives introduced the issue conscientious objection to military service (COMS) and conscientious
objection to military taxation (COMT) at the conference of the European Network for Peace and Human Rights,
organized by the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation (Brussels, Belgium, Jan 31-Feb. 1, 2002). As aresult the
conference report stated: “ As a matter of urgency we strive to (...) give support to prisoners of conscience, and to
those campaigning for the right to conscientious objection to military service and taxation.”

(ii) Consultation and cooperation with officials of the United Nations Secretariat:

March 25, 2002, New York: CPTI representatives met with the Interim Deputy Director for the UN High
Commissioner on Human Rights and the Associate Human Rights Officer.

(iii) Preparation of papersetc. at the request of the ECOSOC or UN Secretariat:

CPTI explored ways in Geneva and New York to support the report on “best practices” requested in resolution
2000/34.

(iv) Other examples of consultative and substantive activities, field-level collaboration, joint sponsor ship of
meetings, seminars, studies, etc.

a) May 14, 2002 in New Y ork: CPTI representatives organized a Consultation for NGO’ s on conscientious objection, best
practices, Commission on HR, Committee on Human Rights, the work of special rapporteurs, UN standards, ICCPR. b)
June 15, 2002, New Y ork: CPTI was a founding member of the UN NGO Working Group on Conscientious Objection,
which meets monthly) In conjunction with the Third Substantive Session of the Preparatory Committee for the UN special
Session on Children, CPTI, cosponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the N.Y . Peace Caucus, offered a panel
program: “ Educating Youth about their Human Right of Conscientious Objection” (N.Y ., June 12, 2001). Transcript can
be found on d) A unit on conscientious objection was written for Learning to Abolish War: Teaching
Toward a Culture of Peace (Book 2, p. 126-129). The book is available from The Hague Appeal for Peace. €) August 21,
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2002, New Y ork: CPTI representatives met with the USA Mission at the UN about the country report on best practicesin
regard to COMS. f) CPTI representatives participate actively in the CONGO sub-committee on Freedom of Religion or
Belief.

3. National Council of Negro Women-
(General consultative status granted in 1975)

Pur pose of Organization: The National Council of Negro Women, INC. (NCNW) is a voluntary non-profit
membership organization with the mission to advance the opportunities and quality of life for African American
and African women, their families and communities. The National Council of Negro Women fulfills this mission
through research, advocacy, national, international and community based service programs in the United States
and Africa. With its 38 National Affiliate organizations, and the more than 200 community based sections. The
National Council of Negro Women, Inc., has an outreach to nearly four million women all contributing to
peaceful solutions of human welfare and rights. Its founder Mary McLeod Bethune described it best by this
statement: “ There is a need for united organization of women to open doors for our young women, united so that
when it speaks, its power will be felt”. The National Council of Negro Women is an organization of organizations.

Geographical M ember ship: There has been no geographical membership structure change within the National
Council of Negro Women funding sources have not changed substantially within the past four years. Its funds
come primarily from membership dues, special events, corporations, foundations and government grants for
specific programs.

Affiliations to International NGO in Consultative Status:

The Ghana Association of Women Entrepreneurs (GAWE).

Participation in the Economic and Social Council/and its subsidiary bodies and/or conferences and other United
Nations meetings thr ough attendance at meetings: oral and or written statements.

1999- The National Council of Negro Women United Nations representatives attended monthly briefings held by
the Department of Public Information as well as distributed over 500 copies of the United Nations Africa
Recovery at the National Council of Negro Women, Inc., National Convention in Washington. D.C. In addition,
the National Council of Negro Women's representative worked with the Department of Public Information/NGO
52" Annual conference “ Challenges of a Globalize World: Find New Directions” , assisted with planning and
getting information out to NGOs representatives to encourage attendance.

2000- The National Council of Negro Women's United Nations representatives and its Executive Director
participated in the 2000 United Nations Beijing + Five Conference held at UN headquartersin New York. The
organization conducted workshops at the Borough of Manhattan Community Colleges, examining issues of sexual
harassments, pay equity and the provision of child care services for working women. The workshop drew a
diverse group of representatives from organizations working on issues affecting working women at all levels of
society.

At the National Council of Negro Women’s New York State Conference, the United Nations representative
conducted a workshop on the importance of the work of the United Nations and distributed 200 copies of Africa
Recovery. In addition, the National Council of Negro Women participated in UNA/USA briefings both in New
York and Washington, D.C. The National Council of Negro Women'’s representative also worked on the 53"
Annual Department of Public Information and the Non-Governmental Organizations Annual Conferences: The
Role of the United Nations in the 21% Century assisted with contacting NGOs and distributed information about

* |ssued without formal editing.
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the conference to the National Council of Negro Women's membership to ensure their participation in the
Conference.

2001- The National Council of Negro Women participated in the World Conference against Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in South Africa. Representatives of the National
Council of Negro Women, Inc., held in South Africa. Representatives of the National council of Negro Women,
Inc., headed a delegation to the conference and the organization conducted a Workshop at the conference and the
organization conducted a Workshop at the Conference and presented a paper at the Conference entitled:

“ Economic Development and Gender-Based Discrimination: A Survey of Current Issues and Future
Perspectives’ (copy attached). In addition, the organization representatives also participated in the 54" Annual
DPI/NGO Conference was cut short because of events of September 11, 2001 we were able to get a good number
of National Council of Negro Women, Inc., volunteers involved in the Conference closing actives.

2002- The National Council of Negro Women, Inc, representative participated in the 55" Annual Rebuilding
Societies Emerging from Conflict: A Shared Responsibility. The National Council of Negro Women's
Representatives attended all weekly briefing of the Department of Public. In addition, the United Nations
representatives serves on the Executive Director Committee of the DPI/NGO Executive Committee. The UN
representative participated in the United Nations Association meeting and other meetings to keep NCNW
constituency informed about the work of the United Nations. The representatives distributed over 200 copies of
the “ Africa Recovery” magazine to National Council of Negro Women constituencies in the Tri-state area and in
other cities including, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Washington, D.C., and New Jersey.

Cooperation with UN bodies and Specialized Agencies

The National Council of Negro Women'’s representative worked closely with the Department of Public
Information assisting with the Department mailing and other support activities connected to the Annual
Conference and weekly briefings. Worked the United Nations Press Office to host a press briefing in support of
the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in South
Africa. The purpose of the briefing was to reach the Ethnic Press which covers the American Indian, Hispanic,
Asian and African American Communities to share information about the importance of the Conference.

4. PeaceAction*
(Special consultative status granted in 1999)

Summary

Peace Action, the l|argest grassroots peace organi zation in the United
States, has actively pronoted the United Nations as an inportant venue for
buil di ng security and peace through national canpaigns with grassroots and
i nternational elenments. At the UN Peace Action regularly attends ECOSCC
conferences, organi zing and participating in supporting NG events. On the
nati onal level, we nobilize grassroots pressure on US policy makers and el ected
| eaders to work through the UN to resolve conflicts, a particularly strong focus
for us since the 2001 terrorist attacks.

M ssi on

Peace Action is the USA's | argest grassroots peace and justice organi zation
with 9 1,000 nenmbers, twenty-seven state affiliates and 100 | ocal chapters. Peace
Action works to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons, pronpte government

* |ssued without formal editing.
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spending priorities that support human needs and encourage a foreign policy that
enbodi es respect for human rights. To acconplish these goals, Peace Action uses a
conbi nati on of

educational outreach, activist training and public nobilization. Peace Action
works to build the solid base of organized, informed and skilled grassroots
activists who are essential to achieving lasting peace with justice.

Peace Action’s prograns pronote social change by connecting the grassroots
peace nmovenent to policy makers in the Administration, Congress, and the United
Nati ons. Peace Action prograns increase the effectiveness of grassroots work by
providing a variety of print and el ectronic resources, trainings, and nationa
canpai gn coordi nati on to grassroots activists.

Peace Action is a nenber of the International Peace Bureau (Geneva), which
has roster-1evel ECOSOC consultative status.

ECOSCC neet i ngs

Peace Action sent representatives to attend the follow ng UN neetings and
to participate in the related NGO activities:

. World Sunmit on Sustai nabl e Devel opment (Johannesburg - 2002): Peace Action
sponsored regul ar coordi nation neetings for other NGOs working on peace as it
rel ates to devel opnent. Peace Action also participates in NGO forums during the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and attends the official sessions.

. Second Wrl d Assenbly on Ageing (Madrid - 2002): Peace Action organized a
wor kshop on the need for peaceful solutions to world conflicts to provide health
care, housing, food, and other basic needs for the nmany elderly in the devel opi ng
wor | d.

. Worl d Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia, and
Rel ated I ntol erance (Durban - 1999)

. Per manent Forum on | ndi genous |ssues, United Nations, My 2001

. Worl d Conference on Children: Conmittees on Child Sol diers, Indigenous
Chi I dren 2002

3. Cooperation with UN bodi es or specialized agencies

In the four-year period covered by this report, Peace Action has undertaken
the foll owi ng actions:

. Mobi i zed public support for the United States to work through the United
Nati ons to address security concerns, particularly since the 2001 terrori st
attacks.

. Focused on media work including letters to the editor, newspaper articles, and
radio and television interviews as well as paid advertising in newspapers and on
public transit.

. Organi zed presentations on the UNESCO Cul ture of Peace programin cooperation
with the Permanent M ssion of Bangl adesh (2001).

. Attended the Commi ssion on the Status of Wonen, continuing participation in
rel ated NGO events.
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. Participated in the MIIlennium Forum (New York - 2000).

Reported on the work of the UN General Assenmbly’s First Committee, as well as
t he Conference on Disarmanent, as part of a weekly legislative update email to
Grassroots activists. Peace Action worked with other ECOSOC NGOs (Wmen' s
I nternational League for Peace and Freedom the International Alliance of Lawyers
agai nst Nucl ear Arnms) and CONGO nmenmber NGO Committee on Di sarmanment to advocate
for a strong outcome of the UNGA's First Conmittee’ s work.

4. Other relevant activities
The Canpaign for a New Foreign Policy

Starting in late 2003, Peace Action kicked off the Canpaign for a New
Foreign Policy to pronote US | eadership in reducing the threat from weapons of
mass destruction (particularly nuclear weapons), halting the sale of arnms to human
ri ghts abusing nations and fostering international cooperation, particularly via
the United Nations. Peace Action menbers across the United States are undertaking
education canpai gns to reach policymakers, including Congressiona
Representati ves, Senators and Presidential candidates, with the nmessage that
gl obal institutions and agreenents are paranount to ensuring global stability and
security.

Most Americans support the United Nations. W have been working to
denonstrate that support, fromthe grassroots to Capitol Hill, so we have been
wor ki ng to get national and |ocal endorsenments for this canpaign froma w de range
of organi zations, including those that represent African-Americans, Latinos,
wonen, faith conmunities and | abour.

Peace Action is also very active with the Department for Public Information,
i ncluding assisting with the organizing of the DPI’'s annual conference. Peace
Action heads up the NGO Peace Caucus and has participated in the NGO Worki ng G oup
on the Security Council and the NGO Caucus for the Pernmanent Forum on I ndi genous
Peopl es. Peace Action is a nmenber of the United Nations Association (USA) and the
NGO Committee on Di sarmanment (New York). Peace Action also tracks and report on
the work of the Conference on Disarmanent in Geneva.

5. Society for the Psychological Study of Social | ssues
(Special consultative status granted in 1991)

INTRODUCTION

The Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) is an international, non-governmental organization
(NGO) of about 3,500 psychologists and alied social scientists who share a common interest in research, education, public
policy and advocacy on the psychological aspects of important social issues. Formed in 1936 and incorporated
independently, SPSSI is also Division 9 of the American Psychological Association (APA). The Society seeksto bring
theory and practice into focus on human problems at the group, community, national and international levels. Thisis
accomplished through conferences; grants and fellowships, the publication of The Journal of Social Issues (JSI); ASAP
(Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy), a new electronic journal; a variety of SPSSI-sponsored books; the SPSS
Newsdletter; as well asthe Society’s web site.

* |ssued without formal editing.
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During the 1999-2002 period, the third quadrennial review period for SPSSI, the Society moved from its Ann Arbor
Michigan office to new headquarters in Washington, DC. It has maintained its international membership with
representation from 55 countries in 2002 and with international representation on its governing Council. SPSSI has
provided the opportunity for free membership to scholars and students in other countries, particularly those characterized
by developing or transitional socio-political economies. There was no substantial change in the sources of the Society’s
funding during the period covered by this quadrennial review, although there was a decrease in income.

In addition to its accreditation to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), SPSSI held Consultative Status
with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI). The
Society was a member of the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO) and collaborated with various
non-governmental organizations and UN partners to identify persistent and emerging international issues, bringing to bear
on those issues social science principles and findings that may help to promote the development and implementation of
effective public policies and programmes. The Society also explored ways of bridging the work of social scientists and
representatives of the UN system, devel oping opportunities for dialogue that contain the potential for illuminating and
benefiting both perspectives.

PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, I TSSUBSIDIARY BODIESAND CONFERENCES

General Assembly Specia Sessions, World Conferences and Observances

Between 1999 and 2002, the Society actively participated in the preparatory processes for the General Assembly
Specia Session on the World Summit for Social Development and Beyond (2000); Beijing + 5 (2000); the Millennium
Summit (2000); and the General Assembly Special Session on Children (2002). For the GA Session on Children, a
Representative of the Society played aleadership rolein preparing a Non-Governmental Organization Document on
“ Advancing Partnerships in Disseminating Reports on the Implementation of Children’s Rights at the Country Level.”

The Society was also active in preparations for the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (2001); the Conference on the Problem of Human |mmunoDeficiency Virus/Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIVV/AIDS) (2001); the International Conference on Financing for Development (2002);
and the Second World Assembly on Ageing (2002). For the Assembly on Ageing, Society members attended both the
NGO Forum and the Assembly in Madrid, and presented a Roundtable at the Forum on “The Role of NGO'sin
Influencing the Living Environments of an Ageing Population.” The same year, a SPSSI UN NGO Representative was a
presenter on the 2002 UN Global Video Conference on Ageing.

Working through a broad range of NGO Committees (UNICEF, the Status of Women, Human Rights, Mental Health,
Sustainable Development, Social Development and Ageing), the Society’s policy development and advocacy efforts
involved: (1) developing, editing, and sponsoring position papers and drafts of recommendations intended to influence the
language of UN policy documents; (2) programs to educate about UN conventions and related issues; and (3) consultative
and advocacy outreach to UN agency representatives and members of the diplomatic community monitoring and
supporting the implementation of UN conventions and action plans.

UN Commissions

The Society’s Representatives actively and consistently followed the ongoing work of several UN Commissions,
particularly the Commission on Social Devel opment, the Commission on the Status of Women, and the Commission on
Sustainable Development. In this context, the Society’s participation aimed to contribute to the appraisal of the progress
on the agenda of world conferences and to identify effective strategies for addressing emerging issues, including
developing and distributing position statements and hosting various issue panels.

COOPERATION WITH UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMMES, BODIESAND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
UN Department of Public Information (DPI)

SPSSI UN/NGO Representatives regularly attended the weekly DPI/NGO briefings, served on the DPI/NGO
Executive Board, and presented a midday NGO Session at the 55" Annual DPI/NGO Conference (2002) on “ Psychosocial
and Structural Elements of Conflict Resolution, Forgiveness and Healing.”

10
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United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

The Society continued its magjor commitment to children through its representative on the Executive Committee of
the NGO Committee on UNICEF and through consultative relationships with several UNICEF offices, particularly the
Gender, Partnerships and Participation Section of the Program Division. During the 1999 to 2002 period, a SPSSI UN
NGO Representative was in the leadership of the Working Group on the Rights of the Child of the NGO Committee on
UNICEF. The Society held membership in two other working groups of the NGO Committee on UNICEF: The
International Network on Girls and Children in Armed Conflict.

World Health Organization

SPSSI served on the Executive Committee of the new NGO Committee on Mental Health, and worked with
representatives of WHO in New York and Genevato integrate consideration of psycho-social well-being and mental health
concernsinto the UN’sagenda. The Society, working with the NGO Committee on Mental Health, advocated for the
inclusion of mental health issues within a broader context of lifespan concerns such as vulnerable populations, human
rights, poverty, violence, refugees, and substance abuse.

OTHER RELEVANT ACTIVITIES

Actions to Implement UN Resolutions

The Society’swork at the UN is broadly framed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with special focus
on the following instruments: the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Declaration
Against Violence Against Women, and action plans established at UN world conferences, including the Madrid
International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002.

Other Examples of Consultative and Substantive Activities

The Society reported regularly on its activities at the UN in its Newsletter. It continued to integrate the UN’s agenda
within the meetings of regional, national and international organizations of psychologists, including the Annual
Convention of the American Psychological Association. At the Society’s biennial convention, it regularly shares with its
membership the activities of it UN/NGO Representatives relating to the ongoing issues on the UN agenda. Examples
include two roundtable sessions at the 2002 biennial meeting, “SPSSI at the UN: Issues for the 21% Century” and “The
Effects of Intercultural Disparities on Refugee Identity.” The Society’s electronic Journal ASAP (Analyses of Social |ssues
and Public Policy) carried articles on topics of importance for achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
e.g. “Environmentally Responsible Behavior: Teaching and Promoting it Effectively.” In the period 1999 to 2002, the
Society’s Journal of Social 1ssues devoted attention to cross-cutting issues relevant to the (MDGs) including:
“International Perspectives on the Well-Being of Older Adults’ (2002), “Listening to the Voices of Poor Women” (2001),
“Immigrants and Immigration” (2001), “Gender, Hierarchy, and Leadership” (2001), and “Promoting Environmentalism”
(2000).

6. South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centrer
(Special consultative status granted in 1999)

1) Brief introductory statement: South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centre (SAHRDC) is a network of individuals
committed to advance education of the public by means of securing throughout South Asia and el sewhere the observance
of the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

(i)  Increasein geographical membership:
The geographic membership increased to 115. All members of SAHRDC are individual members. The breakdown of

* |ssued without formal editing.
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membership is given below:

Asia: Bangladesh-10 individuals, Bhutan-5 individuals, India- 50 individuals, Indonesia— 5 individuals,
Nepal: 10 individuals, Pakistan: 5 individuals, Sri Lanka- 5 individuals.

Americas: United States-5 individuals.

Europe: Italy- 5 individuals, Netherlands- 5 individual s, United Kingdom- 5 individuals
(i) Any substantial changes in sources of funding: There are no substantial changes in sources of funding
(iii) Any affiliation to an international NGO in consultative status: No

2) Participation in the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies and/or conferences and other United Nations
meeting.

2000

56th Session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
Geneva, 20 March — 28 April 2000

SAHRDC submitted the following written statements:
Item 10 of the provisional agenda: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL CULTURAL RIGHTS

Item 14 (c) of the provisional agenda: SPECIFIC GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS: MASS EXODUSES AND
DISPLACED PERSONS

Item 15 of the provisional agenda: INDIGENOUS ISSUES

Item 17 (b) of the provisional agenda: PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS: HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS

2001
World Conference Against Racism, Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related | ntolerance, 2001

SAHRDC's Executive Director and Deputy Director participated in the Asian Regional Preparatory Conference
held in Tehran on 19-21 February 2001

SAHRDC's delegation headed by the Executive Director participated in the World Conference Against Racism,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in Durban, South Africaon 31 August to 7 September 2001.

2002

58th Session of the Commission on Human Rights
Geneva, 18 March — 30 April 2002

SAHRDC submitted the following written statements:
Item 10 of the provisional agenda: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Item 11 (f) of the provisional agenda: CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, INCULDING THE QUESTIONS OF:
STATES OF EMERGENCY

Item 14 (c) of the provisional agenda: SPECIFIC GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS: MASS EXODUSES AND
DISPLACED PERSONS

Item 17 (b) of the provisional agenda: PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS: HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Item 18 (b) of the provisional agenda: EFFECTIVE FUNCTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS:
NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
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3) Cooperation with UN bodies and specialized agencies:

In 2000, SAHRDC's Deputy Director was hired by the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rightsin his
individual capacity to evaluate the Technical Cooperation Project on “ strengthening the Administration of Justice and
Building National Human Rights Capacity (NEP/95/AH/21) between the Government of Nepal and the OHCHR.

In 2000, SAHRDC's Deputy was hired in hisindividual capacity to evaluate Technical Cooperation Project for
Strengthening National Infrastructures for the promotion of human rights in Mongolia (M ON/98/AH/03) between the
Government of Nepal and the OHCHR.

4) Other relevant activities:
(i)  Actioninimplementation of United Nations resolutions (i.e. action at international, regional or national level);

SAHRDC has been active in implementation of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights resolution on
National Human Rights Ingtitutions in the Asia Pacific region by developing partnership with the Asia Pacific
Forum of National Human Rights Institutions and different National Human Rights Commissions.

(i) Consultations and cooperation with officials of the United Nations Secretariat;

South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centre organized meeting between Head of Geographical Team of the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for briefing the NGOs from the Asia-Pacific region
participating in the 56th Session of the Commission on Human Rights on 13 April 2000.

(iii) Preparation of papers and/or other material at the request of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary
bodies, or of the United Nations Secretariat;

In 2001, SAHRDC was hired by the UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, to conduct studies on civil and
political rights of children in South Asian and refugee and Internally Displaced Children in South Asian Atlas of
Children and Women 2001 Edition to be published by UNICEF-South Asia Regional Office.

(iv) Other examples of consultative and substantive activities, including financial assistance received from or given to
the United Nations, field-level collaboration, joint sponsorship of meetings, seminars, studies, etc: Not applicable.

7. Swedish Association for Sex Education*
(Special consultative status granted in 1999)

1. I ntroduction

The Swedi sh Association for Sexuality Education (RFSU was founded in 1933
as a non-profit organization, with no party-political, trade union or
religious affiliation, with the aimof pronoting progranmes for sexual and
reproductive health, facilitating access to contraceptives and counselling
services, sexuality education and family planning as a human right. RFSU
conbi nes service delivery and advocacy strategies, and brings a grass-
roots perspective to the issues. RFSU al so works internationally, running
institutional collaboration projects, nainly sponsored by devel opnent

assi stance funds.

Member shi p. RFSU has a national nenbership, conprising 10 | ocal branches
and 21 organi zati ons.

Affiliation. RFSU is an affiliated nenber of the International Pl anned

* |ssued without formal editing.
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Par ent hood Federation (IPPF), in General Consultative Status w th ECOSCC.

2. Participation in the Econom c and Social Council and its subsidiary
bodi es and/or conferences and other United Nations neetings

RFSU representatives have attended: The Preparatory Comm ttee for |CPD+S
24-31 March 1999, New York. The International Forum 8-12 February 1999 in
The Hague. 44" Session of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wonen and Third
Session of the Preparatory Commttee of the UN General Assenbly Speci al
Sessi on 28 February-17 March 2000, New York. First Substantive Session of
the Preparatory Commttee for the Special Session of the General Assenbly
in 2001 for Followup to the Wrld Summt for Children, 30 May-2 June 2000.
Twenty-third Special Session of the General Assenmbly “ Wnen 2000” 5-9
June 2000, New York. Third Substantive Session of the Preparatory

Comm ssion for the Special Session on Children, 11-15 June 2001, New York.
VWHO' UNI CEF G obal Consul tation on Child and Adol escent Heal th and

Devel opnment, 12-13 March 2002, Stockhol m Commi ssion on Popul ati on and
Devel opnment, thirty-fifth Session, 1-5 April 2002, New York. Twenty-
seventh Session of the General Assenbly “ Special Session of the General
Assenbly on Children” 8-10 May 2002, New York. United Nations General
Assenbl y Special Session on H V/ Al DS 25-27 June 2002, New YorKk.

ESCAP/ UNFPA Fifth Asian and Pacific Popul ati on Conference 11-17 Decenber
2002, Bangkok.

In addition can be nentioned that RFSU was represented in the Swedi sh
Gover nnent Del egations to the UN Conferences Cairo +5 in 1999, Beijing +5
in 2000, the UN Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Special Session
of the CGeneral Assenbly on HI V/AIDS in 2001 and to the “ Wrld Food Sunm t
five years later” and the ESCAP/ UNFPA Fifth Asian and Pacific Popul ation
Conf erence in 2002.

3. Cooperation with UN bodi es and speci al i zed agenci es

RFSU has a | engthy cooperation with UNFPA. RFSU is a nenber of the

Eur opean NGO Net wor k, Eur oNGO, and part of the Face-to-Face Canpaign,
where UNFPA is actively involved. UNFPA's Goodwi || Anmbassador in Sweden
was introduced by RFSU. Together with the Swedish Mnistry for Foreign
Affairs RFSU has | aunched the UNFPA reports The State of World Popul ati on
in 1999, 2000 and 2001. RFSU was one of the Swedi sh Focal Point NG in the
Cairo +5 process. Currently FWsU works on the Reproductive Heal th Commodity
Security where UNFPA is very instrunental.

4. O her relevant activities
Action in inplenmentation of United Nations resol utions.

In all domestic advocacy, policy and recourse nobilization work and in all
i nternational projects RFSU pronotes the inplenentation of the Programre
of Action (PoA) of the International Conference on Popul ation and

Devel opment in Cairo (1CPD) and the Platformfor Action of the Fourth Wirld
Conf erence on Wnen (FWCW in Beijing. RFSU is actively involved in several
networks in Sweden, Europe and Africa where the | CPD PoA and other UN
resolutions like the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Convention on Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen
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(CEDAW form an inportant foundation in the devel opnent of new projects and
advocacy strategi es.

Consul tations and cooperation with officials of the United Nations
Secretari at

RFSU has an ongoi ng, direct dialog with UNFPA officials (Executive Director
fornmer Deputy Executive Director for Progranme and others) by letter, email as
wel |l as by nmutual visits. RFSU has current contacts with UNFPA Liaison Ofices
in Geneva and Copenhagen. RFSU was on the EuroNGO Steering Committee in 1999,
2000 and 2001 (chair) which nmeant frequent contacts with the UNFPA officials

i n Geneva.

Consul tative and substantive activities

Already in 1997 RFSU recei ved a UNFPA grant for Swedi sh public education on
the Cairo agenda (I CPD PoA). Since 2002 the organi zation al so receives
funding from UNFPA for a project called “ Targeting Young Deci si on- Makers in
Sweden on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Popul ation” . The objective of
RFSU s work with nobilization of policy and recourses related to sexual and
reproductive health and population i s to enhance and saf eguard t he Swedi sh
comm tnent towards the Cairo agenda and to nobilize support for an increase in
the overall Swedish overseas devel opnent aid (ODA) and nost

specifically the funding for sexual and reproductive health and popul ati on
RFSU advocates that Sweden should allocate 10 percent of the ODA for sexua
and reproductive health.

Exanpl es of interventions, activities and consultations

Breakfast nmeeting in the Swedish Parlianent in February 2002 with UNFPA
representatives from New York and the African Region, hosted by RFSU and the
Al -Party Parliamentary G oup on Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Popul ati on. (RFSU provides secretariat for this group.) Hearing in the
Swedi sh Parliament - requested by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs - in
March 2002, preparing for the 3Yh Conm ssion on Popul ati on and

Devel opnment, hosted by RFSU and the Swedish All-Party G oup on Sexual and
Reproductive Heal th and Popul ati on. The UNFPA Face-to-Face MORI Study on
Sweden was translated into Swedi sh in 2002. The bookl et Sexuality and

Ri ghts (UNFPA funded the Swedish version in 1999) was translated into
English in 2001. An RFSU representative attended the UNFPA Reproductive
Heal t h and Contraceptive Supply Security Meeting in New York in Novenber
2000 with RFSU intervention at the neeting.

Courses/ | ectures/other activities involving RFSU representatives:

Lectures on “ Abortion and Ethical Consideration” and “ Youth Friendly
Services” at the WHO neeting “ Safe Abortion: A WHO Technical Consultation
to Devel op Techni cal and Policy Guidance for Health Systens” in Geneva in
Sept enber 2000. Lectures on Swedi sh experiences in the field of Sexual and
Reproductive Health of Young People were held during two one-week training
courses in Barnaul and Novosi birsk, Russia, in March 2001, at the request
of UNDP/ UNFPA Russia. In autum 200 1 RFSU arranged two one-week study
visits to Sweden for professionals fromRussia at the request of

UNFP/ Russi a. The visits were part of the UNFPN Russia project
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“ Reproductive Health and Rights of Youth in the Russian Federation” . At
the request of UNFPA and in cooperation with the organi zati on Engender
Heal t h a one-week workshop on Sexuality was held in New York in January
2002 for UNFPA regional staff (worldw de stationed). A training course on
Youth Sexuality was carried through in Sarajevo in 2002 at the request of
UNFPN Sar aj evo.

8. Widows Rights I nter national*

(Special consultative status granted in 1999)

Aims and Purposes (Introductory Statement)

The main objects of Widows Rights International (WRI) —formerly Empowering Widows in
Development (EWD)- are to support widows and women’s groups which are contesting the
inequalities and injustices which have been imposed on widows of al ages by law and custom. To
achieve this WRI has established a partnership with such groups to whom information is sent by
means of a bimonthly electronic newsletter on ways in which harmful laws and customs have been
challenged either through the courts or through lobbying local, regional or national parliaments to
change oppressive laws. Thisinformation is aso posted on WRI’'s website. WRI seeks to support
individual groups of women who are challenging the dispossession of widows, deserted or divorced
women through its Fighting Fund for Widows Rights.

Changesin funding and management

WRI has been able to move from being managed day to day by Trustees to a more formal and regular
office arrangement thanks to a grant received in 2003 from an international aid agency. It hasthus
been able to employ a part-time administrator and is now actively seeking to expand its contact with
widows and women’s groups in Africa, South and South East Asia, and East Asia.

Participation in conferences of ECOSOC or other UN entities, cooperation with UN entities and
other relevant activities

Under its former name (EWD), Widows Rights International’s representative has attended the 45th,
46™, 47" sessions and will attend 48™ conference of the Commission on the Status of Women, this
year.

At the 45" session the Organization’s International Advocate addressed the delegates on the subject of
the gross violation of widows' rights. At the 47" session, again, the International Advocate made a
statement to delegates on the violence meted out to widows and invited the 47" meeting to
acknowledge this area of gender-violence by formulating appropriate recommendations in the final
documents. The, Chair of CEDAW agreed, in response to a question on the neglect of widows' rights,
to address States Parties' treatment of widows, when examining their four-yearly reports on
compliance with the UN Women's Convention.

A petition on this topic signed by over 30 NGOs was presented to the delegates.

In June 2000 one of the Organization’s partners was asked to make a statement on widowhood for the
special session on women of the General Assembly.

In 2001 the Organization’s international advocate was guest speaker on the Panel organised by
CONGO and UNDAW on the theme “HIV/AIDS in Women and Girls". At most sessions, special

* |ssued without formal editing.
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meetings have been arranged to discuss issues around the lack of widows' rights and equally the
absence of focus on thisimportant human rights issue by international aid agencies and members of
the UN system itself. CEDAW has been formally requested to include questions on the status and
rights of widows in the questionnaires sent to governments on the implementation of the Convention.

As amember of the UK Women’'s National Commission, WRI attends the preparatory briefings for
CSW and collaborates in activities organised by UK’s Women’'s National Commission at the UN. The
International Advocate participated in a Council of Europe meeting in 2001 on “Women in conflict
resolution”.

9. World Union of Catholic Women'’s Or ganization*
(Special consultative status granted in 1947)

The Worl d Union of Catholic Wnen's O gani zati ons (WCW)) works for the
advancenent of wonen by pronoting the presence, participation and co-responsibility
of Catholic wonmen in church and society. Founded in 1910, it has 100- nenber

organi zations representing all continents in 61 countries, including 5

i nternational organi zations. New nenbers have joined from Mali, Nam bia, Paraguay,
Thai | and and Venezuel a. WJCWD, in consultative status with ECOSOC, is represented
at UN Headquarters in New York, Geneva and Paris. In addition, WUJOWD i s active
with the follow ng UN Agencies: UNI CEF, UNIFEM UNESCO FAO |LO

Participation in Conferences and O her Meetings:

WC WO Representatives, over the |ast four years, have al so attended the

foll owi ng ECOSOC Conmi ssi on neetings: Conm ssion on the Status of W nen, PrepCons
for the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, Popul ation
Conmi ssi on, Second World Assenbly on Ageing (Madrid, April 2002), UNI CEF s General
Assenbly on the Summt of Children (New York, May 2002) as well as three PrepCons
| eading up to the conference: 30 May - 02 June, 2000; 29 Jan - 02 Feb, 2001; 11-15
June, 2002,

UNI FEM neeti ngs, UN General Assenbly, the Executive Councils and General
Conferences of UNESCO and FAO, and ILO

In addition, WJUCWD has participated in the UN Preparatory Conmttees (and rel evant
NGO Pl anni ng Commi ttees) Financing for Devel opnment (Monterrey, Mexico), and

UNI CEF. UNHCR - WJCWO fol |l owed the process on protection which ended in Decenber
2001 on the 50 t h anniversary of the UNHCR Refugee Convention when governnents
affirmed their support for it. It should be recalled that in the past it was due
to NGO pressure that HCR began realizing wonen's problens and special needs and in
col l aboration with the Special Adviser on Children there is recognition that youth
is often a neglected category anong refugees. Qur representative in Geneva has
followed the “ Open Ended Working Goup on the Right to Devel opnment” particularly
inrelation to:

>Rights to education, food, adequate housing and extrene poverty;

2>Fol l ow up of international conferences, particularly WCAR, Johannesburg;

* |ssued without formal editing.
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2>l ntegration of human rights of wonen and a gender perspective including violence
agai nst wormen,

contenmporary forms of slavery, traditional practices affecting health, girl child
and inheritance rights;

“>Religious intolerance and coll aboration with the Special Rapporteur on Freedom
of Religion or

bel i ef ;

2>Rights of child, particularly child |Iabour, children and armed conflict, sale,
prostitution, pornography

and education rights in marginalized and nminority communities;
->M grant workers and di spl acenent.

I nt ernati onal Labour Organization

- Advancenment of women and “ glass ceiling” ;

-Informal sector, in which majority are womnen;

-l npl enentati on of | LO Convention on Wrst Fornms of Child Labour;
-H V/ AIDS in workpl ace.

Statements: As WUWCWO s interests are focused on social and econom ¢ devel opnent,
oral and witten statenents are submitted jointly with other non-governmental
organi zati ons. The areas of concern "inter alia" are: wonen's health, violence
agai nst wonen, the girl child, ageing, AIDS, the environment, |ack of respect for
and i nadequate promotion and protection of human rights of wormen, food security,
extreme poverty, child I abour, debt relief, nutrition, sexual violence against
children, child prostitution, pornography's focus on trafficking of wonen and
girls and contenporary forms of slavery, rape as a war crine, education, ferale
genital mutilation, racial discrimnation, religious intolerance, wonmen's unpaid
wor k and strategies for devel oprent.

Cooperation with UN Prograns, bodies and specialized agencies: WJOAD conti nues
its dialogue with WHO and private fundi ng agencies to conduct a project for the
elimnation of trachoma in several African nations beginning with Tanzania. WJCWO
has obtai ned financial support for the UN Programme on Agei ng and "Agequake"
materials. Additional information shared:

- UNI FEM vi deot ape on VAW was nmiled to every region of the world and is s d
bei ng used to educate wonmen on viol ence. W are also working with the Conference
of International Catholic Organizations on VAW

- Trafficking informati on was shared with all groups, especially in the regions
of Asia (Indonesia, Philippines, Japan, Australia, Republic of Korea) as well as
Cat holic worren's groups in Nigeria.

- Educational materials to help widows were distributed to our reps in Africa.
2>Information on female genital mutilation was sent to South Africa, Nigeria, etc.

2> Wirking with Caritas International and other Catholic organizations to call for
debt relief in devel oping countries.
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2>l nformation on safe water and human rights was nade available to African reps.

->U. S. organizations are working with Catholic Relief Services on projects to
provi de humanitarian supplies as well as water and grinding machi nes to Senegal and
ot her African countries.

G her relevant activities:

LWOWO has a Conmi ssion on Devel opment Cooperation.. An International Conmittee
regul ates its representation at the UN and its agencies. W rking groups on
Education, Violence, and Human Ri ghts focus on the inplenentation of these three
areas of critical concern for wormen identified in the Beijing Platformfor Action.
WUCWO continues to serve as a nenber of the UN NGO Committee on Agei ng and the NGO
Conmittee on UNIFEM WJCWD participated actively in the NGO Conmittees at the
various UN centres dealing with UN issues, e.g. Ageing, Human Rights, Sustainable
Devel opnent, Status of Whrmen, NGO Conmittees on UNI CEF, UNI FEM FAQO.

Fi ve WUCWD Regi onal Conferences due to be held in 2003/4 in South Africa, England,
Mexi co, United States, and Fiji progress many of these issues.

At its CGeneral Assenmbly in 2001, WJCWO chose the following priorities for special
attention and action by menber organizations: Human Rights, Viol ence and
Education. In Septenber, 2002, a neeting of all WJCWD representatives to the UN
(New York, Geneva, |LO UNESCO FAO and the Council of Europe) took place in
Rone. Together with the Administrative Board of WUCWO, they reflected on their
responsibilities in the service of wonmen through the UN system

Publications: A newsletter, Wnmen's Voice, is published 4 tines a year in French,
English, German and Spanish. It dissem nates UN information to all nenbers.
Copies are sent to all UN Centres.

Menber shi p: A reassessnment of our paid-up nenbership which has recently taken
pl ace shows a decrease on previous estinates. However, in practice WJICW
information is known to reach a far greater number of wonmen who, nmainly for
financial reasons, do not have formal nenbership of WJICWO

Representatives: International Convener; UN Representative in New York; UN
Representative in Geneva; Secretary Ceneral.
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